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As desired by FS, I asked Shn N. Ravi, DCM, Tokyo to send 
Missions's fne relating to enquiry on Netaji’s death. i was g ven to 
understand that the Mission has one file which contains detailed 
correspondence of 1956 between Ambassador B.R. Sen and Shri S. Dutt. 
the then FS. It appears that the Mission’s record is far more 
comprehensi ve as some of the letters/documents quoted by Shri Ravi thus 
not form a part of our NGO record. While I have advised Shri Ravi to 
send the fife by a special bag, a former telegram needs to be issued to 
authorise him to do so. The same is being sent as a TS telegram which 
FS may like to see before Issue. 

Shri Ravi is trying to sena the file in a Category A bag by 
tomorrow i.e* 24.8.95. Arrangements for collection of the bag from Air 
India is being worked out separately . 

May kindly see. 


«c K-L. 

(Rajkt Saha) 
Director(CNV) 
23.«1995 
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Ministry of Externl Affairs 
(NGO Section) 



As desired by FS, our Mission’s file relating to enquiry on Netaji’s 
death received from DCM, Tokyo was opened by me. The file contains a 
report regarding Netaji’s death forwarded to our Mission in Tokyo by the 
Japanese Foreign Office vide their Note Verbale No. 24/ A4 dated 31.1.1956. 

A copy of English translation of the original said Note Verbaie was 
handed over personally to Ms. Omita Paul, OSD(EAM) today at 1200 hours. 
She will put up the report to EAM as he wishes to see the same. As this 
was taken from a TS file I have asked her to return the same to me 
after EAM's perusal. 

For information. 
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Ref Notes pre-page 


As directed by Dir(CNV) photocopy has been taken of 
Embassy of India, Tokyo F . No * 5( 1 )NGO- I . Photocopy has also 
been taken of their part file No , 5( 1 )NGO- 1 ( Amb./PS- 1 1/56) 
which was forwarded alongwith the abovequoted file^ by 
Embassy of India, Tokyo. 

We may, if approved, return the documents to Embassy of 
India, Tokyo as per DFA placed below. 


(Goutam Gupta 
Section Officer(NGO) 
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Ministry of Extern! Affairs 
(NGO Section) 


Subject Death/Disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 


In persuance of the then Prime Minister’s announcement in 
Parliament on 3.12.55 the Government of India appointed a committee on 
5th April 1956 "to enquire into and report to the Government of India on 
the circumstances concerning the departure of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose from Bangkok about the 16th August 1945, his alleged death as a 
result of an aircraft accident, and subsequent developments therewith". 

2. Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, Shri Suresh Chandra Bose(eider brother of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose) and Shri S.N.Maitra, ICS(a nominee of the 
Government of West Bengal) were the members of the Committee which 
began its work in early April 1956 and completed the report by end July 
1 956, 

3. The Committee examined 67 witnesses including a number of persons 
who were known to have been associated with Netaji in the last stages. 
Of these 32 witnesses were examined at Tokyo( Japan), 4 at 
Bangkok(Thailand) and 3 at Saigon (Vietnam) and the balance of 28 at 
Delhi and Calcutta. In India, the committee examined five of the six 
persons who accompanied Netaji on his last flight from Bangkok including 
Mr. S.A. Ayer, Mr. Debnath Das and Coi. Habibur Rehman. The Committee 
also examined Gen. J.K. Bhonsle, Chief of the General Staff of the TNA. 
The Commission examined not only those who had information to give, but 
those who had theories to propound, "pie members of the committee 
visited Bangkok, Saigon and Tokyo and were able to examine four of the 
six Japanese survivors of the plane crash, as well as two doctors who 
attended Netaji during his last hours. The members of the committee did 
not visit Formosa which was the actual scene of occurance of. the plane 
crash, as there were difficulties in doing so on account of the fact that 
no diplomatic relations existed between the Government of india and the 
authority* in Formosa.The report forwarded to our Mission in To- yo 
the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Jan 1956 was also made 
available to the Commission. The report, inter alia, drawn up the 
sequence of events following Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s departure 
from Bangkok on 17.8,1 955 * to his sad demise on ‘S.S.SS^anc • r 
thereafter. This report” may be seen at Annexure I. 

4. In its report, the Commission dealt with the following points:- 

(i) Last of the plans of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

(ii) Air crash at Tai hoku(Formosa) 

(iii) Death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

(iv) Cremation of Netaji ’s body 

(v) Netaji ’s ashes 

(vi) Treasure 


G> 


Each of these points is dealt with in a self-contained chapter.After 
fully considering the evidence available, two of the members (S/Shri Shah 
Nawaz Khan and S.N. Maitra) came to the conclusion that while taking off 
from Taihoku(Formosa) in the afternoon of 18th August 1945, the Japanese 
military plane carrying Netaji and his companion(Col.Habibur Rehman) 
developed some trouble and burst into flames. Suffering from severe 
burns Netaji was carried into the Taihoku Hospital where, after some 
hours, he passed away. The final recommendation of the committee 
signed by S/Shri Shah Nawaz Khan and S.N, Maitra may be seen at 
annexure II. 

5. Netaji Inquiry Committee Report 1956 was made available as a 
'priced publication’. 

6. The third member of the Committee Shri Suresh Chandra Bose, 
submitted a dissentient report stating that there had been no plane 
crash involving Netaji’s death. However, the majority report was 
accepted by the Government. 

7. In view of widespread feeling amongst the public that the problem 
of finding the truth about Netajs’s death still remains and that there has 
been a persistent demand for a further inquiry into the matter, the 
Centra! Government instituted on 11th July, 197 0 one man commission of 
inquiry into disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose . Shri G.D. 
Khosla, retired Chief Justice of the Punjab High Court was appointed as 
sole member. 

8. Besides the Shah Nawaz Committee report, the dissenting report of 
Shri Suresh Chandra Bose submitted on Oct 9, 1956 and placed on the 
table of the Rajya Sabha on 12th Dec., 1956 was placed before the 
Commission. In all, 224 witnesses were examined by the Commission and 
a large number of documents, letters, newspaper reports, books and 
memoranda were received and read. While the Shah Nawaz Committee had 
not been able to go to Taiwan which resulted in a great deal of criticism, 
the Commission visited Taiwan in July, 1973. The Commission spent about 
8 days at Taipei recording the evidence of witnesses, inspecting the 
airfield where the crash was alleged to have taken place and visiting the 
crematorium where Bose’s body was alleged to have been cremated. 

9. The basic findings of the 'air crash’ theory has been summarisec 

by the commission which reads as "After giving the most anxious 
consideration to ali the avaiable evidence, the criticism to which the 
statements of the various witnesses were subjected and the arguments 
advanced by counsel, I have reached the conclusion that the story of the 
aircrash at the Taihoku airfiied in Taiwan and the subsequent death of 
Bose, resulting from burn injuries sustained by him in crash must be 
believed. This story is substantiated by the testimony of wholly 

independent witnesses, four of whom were Bose’s co- passengers in the 

plane which crashed, one is the doctor who attended to him and s gned 
his death certificate and several others mentioned in the course of th s 
chapter who have corroborated this story in all material particulars. I 
am not prepared to accept the contention that the entire military 
organisation of Japan had entered into consipracy to put forward a faise 
story in order to cover up Bose’s escape. Such a hypothesis is foreign 

to reason and to human nature. Most of the witnesses who gave 

evidence impressed me by their frank and honest demeanour. The 
Doctor, too, appeared to be a most convincing witness of truth. The 
criticism advanced against the testimony of these witnesses has been 


discussed by me in the foregoing pages, and in the end, it is only 
necessary to say that this criticism does not shake the strength and the 
value of the evidence. 

I, therefore, find it proved beyond all reasonable doubt that Bose 
travelled in a Japanese bomber from Touraine to Taihoku on the morning 
of 18th of August, 1345. At Taihokuy the plane stopped for a short time 
to refuel. The pilot detected a snag in one of the engines. This was 
attended to, and the pilot pronounced the aircraft to be airworthy. The 
propellers of one of the engines had been damaged in a previous 
accident and the repair carried out did not completely restore the 
efficiency of the engine. This finally caused the crash at Taihoku, almost 
immediately after the plane took off. The plane crashed to the ground, 
broke into two parts and caught fire. In this fire the pilot and Gen!. 
Shidei died instantaneously and of the other men on board, the co-pilot 
Ayoagi died later and Bose also succumbed to his burn injuries during 
the course of the following night. His body was cremated and the ashes 
were taken to Tokyo ".^The Commission dealt with three matters which 
were construed as having a remote and in-direct bearing on the 

facts of the enquiry. These are:- 

(i) What was the exact nature of relations between Nehru and 
Bose; 

(ii) Was Bose declared a war criminal, liable to be tried and 
punished by the Special Tribunal set up for this purpose: 
and 

(iii) What is the significance of the earliest enquiries regarding 

Bose conducted by Intelligence and secret service personnel. 

In addition the Commission considered the evidence of a number of 
witnesses whose importance lies not in the intrinsic worth of what they 
had to say, but in the enthusiasm and persistence with which they 
pressed their claim to be heard. Further, the Commission analysed other 
versions of Bose T s whereabouts and the various stories that were 
narrated in the course of the inquiry, to disprove the allegation of h»s 
death at Taipei. There were many witnesses who severally claim to have 
seen, met or talked to Bose at various times and places long after August 
18, 1945. The Commission opined that numerous stories about encounters 
with Bose at various places after 1945 are completely false and 
unacceptable. 

10. Taking into accounts all facts of the case, the Commission 
concluded that Bose had sustained burn injuries of the third degree 
following air crash a little after 2.35 p.m. on 18.8.1945 and despite the 
efforts of the doctors to revive him, he succumbed to his injuries the 
same night. The findings of the Commission may be seen at Annexure III 
which, inter alia, incorporates sequence of events leading to the sad 
demise of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

11. Report of the ONE MAN COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO THE 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was published at New Delhi 
on June 30, 1974. 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 


Shri N.K. Sinha, JS to PM, in his u.o. note 
No.805/ll/C/13/95-Part II dated 19.12.1995, 
intimated to us that a suggestion has been 
received in PMO , including from some members of 
the family of the late Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose, proposing that the ashes presumed to be 
Netaji's, presently kept in an urn at Renkoji 
Temple, Tokyo, should be subjected to 
Mitochondri al DNA analysis, to try to resolve the 
controversy surrounding them. JS(PMO) wanted the 
comments of MEA. 


According to information available with us, 
it is seen that some members of the family of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, are in favour and 
some members are opposed to this proposal . Shri 
Ashis C. Ray of CNN, who is the grandson of 
Netaji's elder brother, proposed that an 
international team of experts, one of whom could 
be from our DNA Centre at Hyderabad, be "entrusted 
with the job, with a set of observers from the 
Bose family, the Forward Bloc, and such like". He 
stated that a blood sample could be taken from a 
relative and bone particles from the ashes or a 
tooth (which is likely to exist in the urn, on the 
basis of a claim made by Netaji's ADC, Col. 
Habibur Rahman), to carry out the test. 

EAM met Mrs. Emily Shenkel Bose and her 
daughter, Ms. Anita Pfaff, in Germany in October 
1995. Ambassador S.K. Lambah was also present. 
EAM felt that Netaji's widow and daughter are keen 
that an early solution be found to the issue of 
return of Netaji's ashes to India. They appeared 
to be convinced of the seriousness of purpose on 
the part of the Indian Government. Ms. Anita 
Pfaff made it clear that, while she would like to 
consult other members of the family in India, the 
final decision would rest with her alone. She 
anticipated opposition from some members of the 
family. She would prefer the family is not 
divided on this issue. 


Amongst the other members of the Bose 
family, press reports indicate that Dr. Sisir Bose 
supports the idea of bringing back the ashes, but 
late Dr. Amiya Nath Bose, Netaji's nephew, had 
been the most vociferous skeptic of the aircraft 
episode . 


MEA's suggestions to Home Ministry; 

MEA suggested that, in view of the 
widespread sentiments, Netaji's birth centenary in 
1997 should be befittingly commemorated , the ashes 
should be brought back to India with due respect 
and honour. This action would form part of the 
full public recognition of his role and 
contribution to India's independence. In doing 
so, the following preparatory action was 
envisaged : 


i) Promotion of consensus in favour of 
bujfving the , controversy and bringing back the 
° ®h(5£> . .. public figures and others to be 

encouraged to make statements, 
including in Parliament, requesting the Government 
to bring back the ashes, or 
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ii) Alternatively, establishment of a 
committee to commemorate Netaji's birth centenary 
with participation of public figures of various 
political opinions who would give a call for 
bringing back the late leader's ashes to India. 

As regards DNA test, the matter is likely to 
cause considerable public debate, especially when 
members of Netaji's family are sharply divided 
about this issue, notwithstanding vociferous 
opposition of a large section of people who are 
skeptic about the mortal remains kept in Renkoji 
Temple, and/or the episode of aircrash. 

FS may like to discuss with EAM before a reply 
is forwarded to PMO. 




EAM 




C 

(Rajat Saha) 
Director ( CNV ) 
07 . 02.1996 
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As desired, a Draft Cabinet Note is put up 
for EAM's perusal . 

Z* : tea 




(Rajat Saha) 
Di re ;tor ( CNV ) 
p.2.1996 
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Foreign Secretary is aware that EAM approved 
the Draft Cabinet Note regarding the proposal to 
bring the mortal remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose from Japan to India. We were given to 
understand by the Cabinet Secretariat that the Note 
Itor the Cabinet needs to be forwarded to them along 
with Hindi, translation. The task of translating 
into Hindi was given to our Hindi Section. 

In view of the Fifth World Hindi Conference at 
Trinidad & Tobago, between April 4 to 8, 1996, most 
of the officials of the Hindi Section had to proceed 
to Trinidad & Tobago. Nevertheless, the translated 
copy has now been received from the Hindi Section. 
The Note, in the requisite format, both in English 
and Hindi, is placed below for FS ' s signatures. As 
it is mandatory to forward the Cabinet Note to the 
Cabinet Secretariat by an officer not less than the 
rank of a Joint Secretary, FS may wish to mark the 
paper to JS(EA) for forwarding the note. Requisite 
number of copies will be made by NGO Section prior 
to forwarding the note. 


In view of the forthcoming General Elections, 
and taking into account that the Hon'ble Ministers 
may be pre-occupied with elections, FS may also like 
to speak to Cabinet Secretary ascertaining his views 
about appropriate time for sending the Note. 

(Rajat Saha) 
Director ( CNV ) 
.4.1996 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 



Reference PMO U.O. No. G-12(3)/98-NGO dated 

20.3.1998. 

2. Relevant details in this regard are contained in the 
Note for Cabinet dated 16-12-1995. 

3. There was some suggestion that some information 
may be in the Russian Archives de-classified following the collapse 
of the Soviet Union. Enquiries were made with the Russian side and 
ME A was informed formally that there was no evidence of Netaji 
having been in the Soviet Union in the post- 1945 period. Two years 
ago, Shri Asish Ray, grandson of Netaji’s elder brother, had 
addressed a Press conference at Delhi at which he had released a 
copy of the formal communication from the Russian Government to 
GOI. 

4. Netaji’s ashes are presently held in Renkoji Temple 
on the outskirts of Tokyo. The priests at the Renkoji Temple, some 
of whom were associates of Netaji in the INA, have cared for the 
remains with respect and reverence. They are keen that the ashes 
should be brought back in honour to India. The Japanese 
Government has also conveyed a similar desire. However, there is 
no pressure either from the Renkoji Temple or from the Japanese 
Government for the return of the ashes to India. 


5. The main obstacle to the return of the ashes has been 

the lack of consensus in India in regard to whether the ashes are 
actually Netaji’s. Some members of the family held the view that 
Netaji was still alive. This point has been dealt with in the letter 
written by Prof. Anita Pfaff. 


6. MEA has consistently taken the view that the ashes 

could be brought back to India subject to there being a national 
consensus in India in this regard. 


7. FS may kindly see before these papers are sent to 

PMO. 




(T.C.A. Rankiachari) 
Joint Secretary (EA) 
26 \Unch 1998 
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NO.1399/NGQ/2000 


S.No.24 


FA 


Please put up any files in NGO on the subject 


Sd/- 

JS(CNV) 14.02 2000 


Reference FR kept at SI. No.24/c 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry have asked for the details 
of documents/files available with us on the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose . 


V 


Such details have already been provided by previous JS(CNV) Shri 
B Balakrishnan to Shri Nikhil Kumar, Spl Secretary, MHA, vide our letter No 
25/4/NGO-Vol V dated 09.06. 99(S No 22/c). If approved, we may furnish the same 
details to the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry also 



Submitted please. 
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Reference FR at Sl.No.31/c regarding 
information sought by the Commission of Inquiry 
headed by Justice M.K. Mukherjee in connection with 
the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose . 


As JS(CNV) is kindly aware that we have already 
supplied to the Secretary to Justice Mukharjee 
Commission of Inquiry the details of files available 
with us on the alleged disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose vide our letter No.25/4/NGO- 
Vol.V dated March 1, 2000. On the scrutiny of these 
files, we have been able to locate a printed copy 
each of the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee report, 1956 
and Khosla Commission report, 1974. These copies 
are available in our file No.25/4/NGO Vol.III. A 
reference to these reports has been made in para IV 
of the enclosure to the FR. However, we have not 
been able to lay our hands on any of the other 
documents mentioned in the enclosure to FR, though 
there are some scattered references about some of 
these documents in our files. 


«» In view of the above JS(CNV) may kindly like to 

inform the Secretary to the Commission about the 
availability of the reports of Shah Nawaz Khan 
Committee and Khosla Commission. A draft letter is 
put up for approval please. 


April 19, 2000. 


SO (NGO) 
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Reference FR at S.No. 47/c : 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry in their letter( at 
S.No.47/c) has desired to handover the following two files to Shri 
S.N. Singh, Section Officer in their commission, who is presently in 
Delhi. As per Commission’s letter, Shri Singh will be carrying these 
files with him by air to Calcutta for the perusal of the Commission. 


(i) File No. C/551/5/72-JP.Pt-lll - 
Netaji Enquiy Commission under the 
Chairmanship of Minister Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, 1956. 

(ii) KW to File No. C/551/5/72. Pt-lll - 
Record of evidence tendered 

before Shah Nawaz Committee - 1956. 


We may seek the approval of JS(CNV)/FS, before handing over 
the above files/documents to Shri Singh. 



Submitted please. 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
NGO Section 


The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, looking into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, vide para v(b) of its 
proceeding dated 23.3.2Q00(placed at S.No.44/c (F/A) has asked all the 
concerned Ministries to file affidavits of competent officer of each Ministry 
giving list of all the files/records/documents, irrespective of whether they are 
top secret, classified or non-classified, lying in their respective custody or 
control relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose or INA. 

As there are some files in this Ministry also pertaining to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose, the details of which have already been communicated 
to the Commission vide our letters dated 01.03.2000 and 24.05. 2000(placed 
at S.No.26/c and S.No.41/c respectively), we also have to file an affidavit in 
this regard. Further as most of our files are of Top Secret classification and as 
the affidavit has to be got attested by a public notary, it is suggested that we 
need not enclose the list of documents with the affidavit but simply give the 
reference of our above mentioned two letters, vide which the details of the 
files were communicated to the Commission. 

A copy of the affidavit filed by M.H A. to the commission in 
respect of their files has been procured by us and is placed at F/B. 


In view of the above, a draft affidavit has been prepared and is 
Y I placed below for approval of JS(CNV). JS(CNV) may also kindly like to get 
\ the draft affidavit vetted by the L&T Division of the Ministry. 


Submitted please. 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
NGO Section 


JS(CNV) may kindly like to see the F.R. placed at S.No.6lVc 
regarding request of Justice Mukherjee Commission for making them available the 
records that have recently have been released in the shape of a series of files by 
the India office Records, London(UK). The earlier letter of the Pommission under 
reference in the F.R. is placed at S.No.32(A)/c(F/A). 


In the hearing of the Justice Mukherjee Commission held in Calcutta 
on 31 .08.2000 which was attended by me, the issue of files/records released by the 
India office Records, London was also raised by a gentleman before Justice 
Mukherjee. Justice Mukherjee informed the people present in the hearing that 
during his private visit to London recently, he had raised the matter about the 
possibility of making these records available to the Commission with our High 
Commissioner in London who informally conveyed to Justice Mukherjee that in all 
likelihood these records may not be made available to us either in original or in the 
form of micro film and at the most these can be consulted in the Reading Room in 
the British Library, London. Justice Mukherjee further said that he would, however 
issue directions to the Ministry of External Affairs in this regard. 

In the light of the above, it is suggested that we may write to High 
I Commission of India, London in order to find out from the British authorities the 
' possibilities of making the above mentioned records/files available either in original 
or in the shape of micro film to the Commission. Based on a formal response 
received from HCI, London, we may intimate the position to the Commission. Since 
the next hearing of the Commission is scheduled take place on 28.09. 2CX)0 at 
Calcutta, it is for consideration whether an interim reply, stating that Ministry has 
P written to HCI, London in this regard and the Commission shall be intimated as 
f soon as a reply is received from the former, may be sent to the Commission. 


JS(CNV) may kindly see for consideration/instructions. 




(D.B.Bhati) 
Section Officer(NGO) 
06.09.2000 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
NGO Section 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry look^into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, vide their letter dated August 8, 
2000 (S.No.55/c F/A), has desired that the Ministry should send to the Commission 
photocopies of all the nine Top Secret files(F/C) of this Ministry pertaining to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. Further, as per the orders/directions issued by the 
Commission in its hearing dated 31.08.2000(F/8), the Commission has reiterated 
vA its directions about submitting these files to the Commission and has also sought 

an explanation from the Ministry as to why these files are still being treated as “Top 
Secret”. 

As directed by JS(CNV), one photocopy of each of the nine files has 
since been made by NGO Section. However, before these files are forwarded to 
« the Commission JS(CNV) may kindly like to seek the approval of the Foreign 
1 Secretary for downgrading them from “Top Secret" to either “ Secret” or 
l “Confidential” . As regards the question as to which of the papers of these files 
may be made public, we may leave it to the discretion of the Commission. 

In the meantime it is suggested that we may send an interim reply to 
the Commission stating that the Ministry is in the process of supplying the 
photocopies of the above mentioned files to the Commission and these will be 
forwarded to the Commission shortly. A draft letter addressed to the Secretary to 
the Commission is accordingly placed below for approval please. 



Submitted please. 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 



No.25/4/NGO-XV 


Ministry of External Affairs 
(NGO Section) 


Subject: Declassification of records 

Reference PM Office O.M. No.G-16(4)/2000-NGO(Vol-I) dated 9 th 
November 2006 requesting for copies of enclosures attached to U.O. No. 
1 6(4)/2000-NGO(Vol-l) dated 14/15.09.2000. 

Copies of letters (100 pages) enclosed with the above mentioned u.o. 
note is forwarded herewith. 



(L.D. Ralte) 


Joint Secretary(CNV) 
14.11.2006 


Prime Minister’s Office, 

(Shri P.K. Roy, Under Secretary) 
South Block, 

New Delhi. 


Enel:; as above 



I 


MOST IMMEDIATE 
No. G-1 6(4)/2000-NGO(Vol-l) 

PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 
(NGO SECTION ) 

SOUTH BLOCK. NEW DELHI 
DATED: 09.11.2006 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


Subject: Declassification of records 


4 


Reference is invited to this office UO Note of even number 
dated 14/15.9.2000 seeking Ministry of External Affairs 
concurrence to the downgrading/declassification of certain 
communications received from that Ministry in connection with their 
submission before the Hon’ble Justice Mukherjee Commission. 
MEA communicated their concurrence vide their letter No. 
25./4/NGO (Vol.V) dtd. 19.9.2000. The undersigned is directed to 
request that copies of the letters enclosed to the above mentioned 
PMO UO note of even number dated 14/15.9.2000 may kindly be 
furnished to this office urgently. 



( P.K. Roy ) 
Under Secretary 



% 


Ministry of External Affairs 
[ Shri L.D. Ralte, JS (CNV)] 
South Block. New Delhi, 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

LOKSABHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 4975 
TO BE ANSWERED ON 2(f h DECEMBER 2000 

INQUIRY INTO NETAJI’S DISAPPEARANCE 

-V 

-*•- 4975. SHRI AMAR ROYPRADHAN: 

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether any Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Enquiry Commission has been constituted to go 
into the details of circumstances leading to his disappearance; 

(b) if so. whether the Commission has demanded a few files in this regard from his Ministry; 

(c) if so, the number of files demanded; 

(d) whether these files have not been provided; 

(e) if so, the reasons therefor; and 

fP (f) the time by which the files are likely to be provided? 

ANSWER 

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI AJIT KUMAR PANJA) 

(a ) Yes. Sir. 

(b) , (c) &( d) The Commission asked the Ministry of External Affairs for nine files, which have 

since been provided . 


(e )&(f) Do not arise. 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

$ MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

LOKSABHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 4975 
TO BE ANSWERED ON 2tf h DECEMBER 2000 

INQUIRY INTO NETAJI’S DISAPPEARANCE 


4975. SHRI AMAR ROYPRADHAN: 

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether any Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Enquiry Commission has been constituted to go 
into the details of circumstances leading to his disappearance; 

(b) if so, whether the Commission has demanded a few files in this regard from his Ministry; 

(c) if so, the number of files demanded; 

(d) whether these files have not been provided; 

(e) if so, the reasons therefor; and 

w (f) the time by which the files are likely to be provided? 

ANSWER 

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI AJIT KUMAR PANJA) 

(a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) , (c) &( d) The Commission asked the Ministry of External Affairs for nine files, which have 

since been provided . 


(e )&(f) Do not arise. 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


LOKSABHA UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 4975 

TO BE ANSWERED ON 2(f h DECEMBER 2000 

INQUIRY INTO NETAJI’S DISAPPEARANCE 
SHR1 AMAR ROYPRADHAN: 

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether any Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Enquiry Commission has been 
constituted to go into the details of circumstances leading to his 
disappearance; 

(b) if so, whether the Commission has demanded a few files in this regard 
from his Ministry; 

(c) if so, the number of files demanded; 

(d) whether these files have not been provided, 

(e) if so, the reasons therefor; and 

(f) the time by which the files are likely to be provided 9 

ANSWER 

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI AJIT KUMAR PANJA) 

(a ) Yes, Sir. 

(b), (c) &( d) The Commission asked the Ministry of External Affairs for nine 
files, which have since been provided 


(e )&(0 


Do not arise 
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Most Immediate 
Parliament Question 


* 

No. 25/4/NGO-Vol. VI/2000 
Ministry of External Affairs 
CNV Division 


\A- 

Lok Sabha Unstarred Question No. 
Due for answer on 
Tabled by 


4975 

20 th December, 2000 
Shri Amar Roypradhan 


INQUIRY INTO NETAJI’S DISAPPEARANCE 


Draft reply is placed below at F/A for approval. The printed 
version of the question may be seen at F/B. 



(Jaydrnt Prasad) 
Joint Secretary(AM$ & CNV) 
December 1 5. 2000 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

U.Oh SAliHA L'S STARRED OL ESTIOS SO. 49?$ 1 

TiTBE ANSWERED OS 2(T DECEMBER 2000 

INQUIRY INTO NETAJI’S DISAPPEARANCE 

SHRI AMAR ROYPRADHAN: 

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether any Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Enquiry Commission has been 
constituted to go into the details of circumstances leading to his 
disappearance; 

(b) if so, whether the Commission has demanded a few files in this regard 
from his Ministry; 

(c) if so, the number of files demanded; 

(d) whether these files have not been provided; 

(e) . if so, the reasons therefor; and 

(f) the time by which the files are likely to be provided? 

ANSWER 

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI AJIT KUMAR PANJA) 

(a ) Yes, Sir. 

(b) , (c) &( d) The Commission asked the Ministry of External Affairs for nine 

files, which have since been provided . 


(e )&(f) 


Do not arise. 


LQK SABHA 

20 - 12-2000 


MOST IMMEDIATE 
PARLIAMENT QUESTIONS 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(Parliament Section) 

** * * 

The list of finally admitted questions for the Lok Sabha to be answered 
on 20-12 -2000 is enclosed herewith. 

2. The draft answers to Starred Questions in triplicate, typed in double 
space and Unstarred Questions in triplicate, typed in single space may be submitted 
directly to MOS/EAM after being approved by the concerned Secretary, by today itself. 

3. Starred Question may be put up in red file cover and Unstarred questions 
in blue file cover. 


4 . It may be added that every question alongwith its annexure, if any, has to 
be translated in Hindi in a very short time, usually in a few hours. Therefore, when 
the answer is lengthy, probably due to annexure (s) which may run into 50/60 pages, 
Hindi section and Parliament section should be alerted in advance without waiting for 
the final approval, so that the translation of annexures, which normally remain 
unchanged, can be started immediately. 


5. 


containing 

the 

entire 

text with enclosures, if any, 

(but NOT 

material for 

Supplementaries 

etc . , ) 

should also be 

put up with the file 

to enable 

the Parliament 

Section to 

transmit the 

Questions and 

Answers to Rajya Sabha/Lok Sabha Secretariat 

by E-mail after 

these have been answered in Parliament. It may be noted 

that for each 

question there 

should 

be a separate 

floppy. More than one question 

should not bo 

combined in 

one 

floppy . 

Question number and the name of the 

House should be mentioned 


on the floppy. 


6. While putting up the Question/Answer , text of the Question part in the 
printed version may be closely compared since it could be slightly different from that 
of the advance notice received earlier. The File number of the Section/Division may 
also be indicated to facilitate future reference, 

7. The following points may be noted while putting up draft answers 

(a) Paragraphs may be numbered of any Statement to be laid on the 

Table of the House. 

(b) Paragraphs may also be numbered of Note for Supplements ries . 

(c) In presenting draft answers to Starred Questions, sets in 
triplicate may be made consisting of: 

(i) Question/Answer 

(ii) Statement (if any) 

(iii) Note for Supplementaries 

(iv) Anticipated Questions & their Answers 

8. Note for supplementaries and anticipated questions and answers are read 
by Ministers and other officers while answering questions. Therefore they should be 
prepared with utmost care before forwarding to the Parliament Section. 

9. in case of Starred Questions, it may be ensured that 12 copies of Note 
for Supplementaries and anticipated Questions and Answers reach Parliament Section by 
1100 hrs . on 18-12-2000 for timely preparation of brief folders for MOS/EAM 
Secretaries and other Officers. 


{lyfD.S.SROH 
SECTION OFFICER/PARU^MfSJT) 
l=<12-2000 
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Talks 
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LOK SABHA 
UNSTARRED QUESTION 
TO BE ANSWERED ON 
20 DECEMBER, 2000 




Inquiry Into Ncftyi’i Dbappearancc 


4975. SHRI AMAR 

ROYPRADHAN: 

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS 
f^TT 

be pleased to state: 

(a) whether any Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose Enquiry Commission 
has been constituted to go into the 
details of circumstances leading to 
his disappearance; 

(b) if so, whether the Commission 
has demanded a few files in this 
regard from his Ministry; 

(c) if so, the number of files 
demanded; 

(d) whether these files have not 
been provided; 

(e) if so, the reasons therefor; and 

(f) the time by which the files are 
likely to be provided? 




V. 





BY SPEED POST 
MOST IMMEDIATE 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


JAYANT PRASAD 

JOINT SECRETARY(AMS & CNV) 


No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.V 


January 05, 2001 


Dear Shri Sengupta, 

\ 

After a thorough and extensive search made in the various Divisions of this 
Ministry, we have been able to locate the following additional documents pertaining to the Shah 
Nawaz Khan Committee of Inquiry: 


(i) File No. 14(13)/F£A756 (Part -A) - Netaji Inquiry Committee Report 
(Evidence of Witnesses)- 1956 

(ii) File No. 14(13)/FEA/56 (Part -B) - Netaji Inquiry Committee 
Report(Evidence of Witnesses)- 1956 (Report from the Japanese 
Government) 




These records, in original, are being sent herewith as directed by the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry vide part B( para 5) of its proceedings dated 23.1 1.2000. The 
documents may please be returned to this Ministry when done with. 

Kindly acknowledge receipt. 


Your sincerely, 



(Jayant Prasad) 


Shri P.K.Sengupta, WBHJSjRetd.), Secretary, 
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

‘B’ Block, 11/A, Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Calcutta 700 087. 




Copy to : Shri Tarakeswar Pal, Advocate, Room No. 5, Bar Association, High Court, Calcutta. 


(Jayant Prasad) 


. * Justice Mukli?ge?^mnilss?^of Inquiry 

. _ for inquiry into the alleged disappearance vf 

JjaV^V \S C S '' V^ dvc Nclaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

** ' <3 ’B 1 Block (3rd floor) 

l l/A Mirxa Glialib Slrcel. Calculla-700 087 


No. JM Cl /. . D.Q.C. .( F.QJEO/S 3-2 000/56/247 
From j 

Sri P.K. Sengupta.lTBr 

Secret ry . 



A 


riion«! i 

033 - 216 - 2705/60 
033 - 216 - 2035 . 

To« I 

033-216-2705 


the ..ll. v 0.a.,.200.0.. 


TO 

Sri Jayant Prasad, IAS 
Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, 

New Delhi-110 001 . • 


Sub : Files numbering 700 originating in 
• the India office's Public and 

Judicial Department, London and now 
available in the British Library. 

Ref: The Commission's letter -Nos. JMCl/DOC 
(FOR)/99-2000/56/45 dated 27.4.2000 
and JMCI/DOC (FOR )/99-2000/ So/ 232 
dated' 23.8.2000. 


Sir, 

I am directed to invite a reference to the Commission's 
above-quoted letters on the aforesaid subject and to say that 
no reply whatsoever has yet been received from your end. 



In furtherance of the above-quoted letters , I ,atn 
directed to invite your notice to the news published under the 

* t 

caption 'Britain to allow access to Netaji documents * in 
1 The Statesman ' dated September 10, 2000, particularly tie 
paragraph nos. 1 and 2 of the aforesaid news, and to request 
you once again to pursue the matter with tue U.K. Government 
so that the Commission may have access without any further 
'delay to all tie documents, files, records etc. relating to 
Netaji in the possession of the U.K, Government. 

I am further directed to request you to treat the . 
matter as extremely urgent and to take necessary effective 
steps with an intimation to the Commission . 








Yours faithfully* 

( P. k. Sengupta , ) 

Secretary 


contd 


* * * * 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 


Tor inquiry inlo the alleged disappearance of 
Nelaji Subhas Chandra Dose 
'S’ Block (3rd floor) 


1 I/A Mirza Glialib Sireel, Calcuda-700 087 


Plion» i 

033-2 I 5-J7G5/6 0 
033 - 316 - 2035 . 

Fox | 

03J-216-27G5 


m jmci /. 


Calcutta, dated, the 



No . JMCI/ dgC (FOR ) / 99— 20SIO/ 56/247 dated, the 1 1 th^ejptember , 2000 



Copy f orvarded t< 

Smt. Sangeetfc, Goirala,IAS, Joint Secretary 
(Internal Security), Ministry of External Affairs, South Block, 
New Delhi-110 001 for inf ormatiorKand necessary action in 
reference to the Commission's letters nos, JMCl/DOC(FOR)/99-2000/ 
56/45 dated 27,4,2000 and JMCI/dOC(FO^/99~2000/56/233 dated 
28,8.2000. 



( ,P ,fC . Sengupta ) 
Secretary 
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Britain to 
allow access 
to Netaji 
documents 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

CALCUTTA, Sept. 9. - The 1 
UK government would allow 
access to documents on Netaji 
in its possession, the British 
Deputy High Commissioner, 
Mr John Mitchiner, said here 
today, *** 

The Mr Justice Manoj 
Mukheijee Commission is cur- 
rently probing the disappear- 
ance of documents related to 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 
The West Bengal government 
had requested the UKlgovem^ 
ment to make public thede doc- 
uments, Mr Mitchin'e/vtoldi- 
reporters here. "Any authorised 
representative of the West 
Bengal government can access 
the records.” 

But Mr Jack Straw, also pre- 
sent, said he was "not aware of 
the case." The British home 4 ! 
secretary added that his gov - 1 
ernment would do its best tqj 
help in the mattor. 

Witnesses deposing before 
the Mukheijee Commission in 
its third Bitting on 31 August 
had said that documents kept 
at archives in Russia, UK and 
Japan should be accessed as 
they contain vital information 
on Netaji's disappearance. 

Netqji’s assistant and a colonel 
of the Azod Hind army said on 
18 August, 1946, Netaji boarded 
a plane from Saigon to go to Ru- 
ssia. They heard of the crash on 
22 August. 


CON 



REPUBLIC 


CHITRA CHOPRA 
Add 1. Secretary 

Tel. No. 3022242 
Fax No. 3022160 



D.O. F.NO.13-38/2000-M. I 
TOfe 7 WTcT3 50tR 4^1T0 

WU flWR 
f^sTTn vn *T=nmr 
^ ft«ftl10011 



50TH ANNIVERSARY OF INDIAN REPUBLIC 
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
VIGYAN BHAWAN ANNEXE 
NEW DELHI-110011 


January 1, 2001. 


Dear 


Please refer to your D.O. letter No.F.DGNM- 
2/2000 dated September 18, November 20, and 
December 15, 2000 regarding declassification of 

records/articles pertaining to Netaii Subhash 
Chandra Bose and depoisted in National Museum. 

The Ministry of External Affairs have now 
agreed that the above records/articles may be 
declassified in ordr to facilitate their viewing 
by the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. 
They also feel that it might be a good idea to 
invite the Commission to look at the above 
treasures for which you may get in touch with the 
Justice Mukherjee Commission to tie up the 
administrative arrangements. (Copy of their letter 
enclosed ) . 

Since, this is a sensitive matter, you are 
hereby requested to keep the Department informed 
of all the developments and also endorse all 
copies of your communication with the Commission 
as well as other Departments/Ministries, in this 
regard. 

Yours sincerely, 




ft 


( Chitra Chopra ) 

Dr.R.D.Choudhary # 

Director General# 

National Museum# 

New Delhi. 

f 

Copy for information to:- 

1. Shri P . K . Sengupta , Secretary, Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry, B' Block, 3rd Floor , 

11/A, Mirja Galib Street, Calcutta-700087. 

2. Shri M . B . Kaushal , Special Secretary, Ministry of 
Home Affairs, New Delhi. 

Shri Jayant Prasad, Joint Secretary (AMS & CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi. 

4. Shri Jarnail Singh, Joint Secretary, PMO 

( CHITRA CHOPRA!) 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087 


Phone: 



- 216-292 
216-2767 


Chairman 

Secretary 
Officer on 

Special Dut\ — 216-2765 
Office — 21 6 - 2766/66 


i&f 

No JMCI/ Meeting-Proceedings Calcutta, dated, the 6th Dec' 2000. 

(Follow up)/48 (Vol ID/388 


From i Shri P.K.Sengupta.WBHJS (Retd)* 

Secretary 

To * 1) Secretary, Ministry of Defence , Govt . of India, 

South Block, New Delhi-100011. 

2) Secretary, Cabinet Secretariat . Rashtrapatl Bhavan, 

New Delhi- 110004. 

3) Director General, National Archives, Ministry of Human 
Resource Development, Janpath, New Delhi - 110001. 

4 ) Joint Secretary (Acfrnn.)R.& A.W. 

* Bikanir House, Annexe, Room No. 7, Saha j an Road, 

New Delhi - 100011. 

V 

|— 5) Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt, of India, 
North Block, New Delhi - 110001* 

6) Secretary, P.M*s Secretariat, South 5lock, 

New Delhi - 110001. 


77 Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, Govt .of India, 
South Block, New Delhi - 110001. 

8) Secretary, Home Department, Govt, of West Bengal, 

Writers* Buildings. Calcutta- 700001 . 

Sub* Strict compliance with the or ' ir s/ 
directions contained in the 
proceedings dated 23.11.2000 *'ead 
with the proceedings dated 
23.03.2000, 13.06.2000, 31.8. >^00, 
and 28.09.2000 of Justice 
Mulcierjee Commission of Inq uiry. 

sir, 

I am sending herewith a copy of the proceedings dated 

23 . 11.2000 of the Commission containing its orders and directions 
for your perusal and compliance thereof as directed by the Commission 

Copies of the proceedings dated 23.03.2000, 13.06.2000, 

31 . 08.2000 and 28. Q9. 2000 of _he Commission were sent to your 
office earlier. 

Your ,8 faithfulj , 






vP. K. ;<pengupta) 
Secretary 


Fax : 009 1-033 -2 16C 765 


e-mail : jmcinscb^;cai3.vs«l.nct.in 


Justice M.K. Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 


Proceedings dated 23.11.2000 (Fifth) 

Held at the Seminar Hall, Annexe Building, Mahajati Sadan, 
166, Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta 700 007 

A. Examination of Witnesses 




November 23 2000 


1. Of the witnesses summoned, Shri Suman Chattopadhyay, Shri 
Anindya Sengupta, Shri Barun Sengupta, Shri Pabitra Ghosh, Dr. Purabi 
Roy and Shri Jayanta Roy are present. Shri Suman Chattopadhyay, Shri 
Barun Sengupta, Shri Anindya Sengupta and Shri Pabitra Kumar Ghosh 
have been duly examined on oath as witness Nos. 6, 7, 8, and 9 
respectively and then discharged. Some documents have been admitted 
into evidence and marked as' Exhibits 6, 6a and 6a/1 on admission by the 
C.W.6, Exhibits 7 to 7w on admission by the C.W.7, Exhibit 8 on admission 
by C.W.8 and Exhibits 9 to 9m on admission by C.W.9, without any objection 
by any^of the parties. The examination of Dr. Purabi Roy as C.W.10 is now 
taken up. In her examination she testifies that the statements that she made 
in her affidavit filed before the Commission are correct. Accordingly, the 
affidavit filed by her is marked Exhibit 10. However, her examination cannot 
be concluded as she intends to bring on record a number of documents for 
which no list is forthcoming and many of which are in Russian language. Dr. 
Roy is, therefore, asked to file a list of documents and the translated version 
in English of those written in Russian language, with a supporting affidavit 
that the translation has been done correctly and truly. To enable her to 
comply with the above directions, her further examination is deferred till the 
next hearing and she is asked to appear on that date. The suggestion of 
some of the parties present that the documents in Russian language be 
translated by some other translator and not by Dr. Roy, as she figures as an 
witness, will be considered if and when any genuine complaint is made 
about the authenticity of the translation. Examination of Sri Jayanta Roy is 
also deferred as from the affidavit filed by Dr. Roy it appears that he is 
supposed to corroborate her testimony. 

2, The other witness summoned, namely, Smt. Probha Jagannathan, is 
not present though summons was duly sent by speedposl to her at her 
address as furnished to the Commission. Let fresh summons be served 
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asking her to appear on the next date of hearing. Let summons be also 
served upon Sri Jayanta Roy to appear on that date. 

i 

r 1 

B. Further Orders/Directions/Observations 

1. The prayer of Smt. Archana Ranjan, Director, Prime Minister’s office, 
seeking 15 days’ time to file a consolidated affidavit covering all the points 
mentioned in the proceedings the Commission from time to time is allowed. 
The above office is directed to file the same by 10.12.2000 through an 
officer not below the rank of a Joint Secretary. 

2. In spite of repeated directions, no representative of the Ministry of 
Home Affairs has yet come to identify the documents referred to in 
paragraph 3(b)(i) of the order dated September 28, 2000 and prove their 
authenticity. 

* 

3. The application filed by Shri Kamal Pandey, Secretary, Ministry of 

Home Affairs, Government of India claiming privilege under Sections 123 
and 124 of the Evidence Act and Article 74(2) of the Constitution of India in 
respect of the contents of the files mentioned in paragraph B(ii) of the 
proceedings dated August 31, 2000 will be taken up for hearing in the next 
sitting. j 

i 

4. The documents mentioned in paragraph 3(b)(iii) of the order dated 
September 28, 2000 have neither been produced nor any explanation 
offered for such failure. 

f 5. The directions contained in paragraph C(i) of the order dated August 
31, 2000 have not been fully complied with, in that, the complete original 
records of the proceedings of the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee of inquiry 
including the evidence recorded and the documents produced before the 
said Committee have not yet been sent. However, four letters, one paper 
cutting, /One printed copy of the report of the Committee, one partly tom copy 
of the statement of one Shri Mathura Malanga Thevor, MLA bearing some 
initials and one full signature purported to be of Shri Thevor, some 
photographs of witnesses and 407 pages, typed but unauthenticated, 
purporting to contain statements of some witnesses before the said 

I 

Committee, were received earlier. 
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7. Since the observations made by the Commission in Paragraph (e) of 
its proceedings dated 28.9.2000 have not been given due importance and 
priority they desen/e, the Commission takes serious view of the matter and 
feels that time is now ripe to consider the question of invoking the powers 
under the provisions of section 5(4) of the Commission of Inquiry Act, 1952 
for recurring non-compliance with the orders/directions of the Commission. 
In this connection, the attention of the authorities concerned is once more 
drawn to orders dated June 13, 2000, as quoted in paragraph 3(e) of the 
proceedings dated September 28, 2000 as also those communicated through 
various letters .sent pursuant to the orders of the Commission. 

' v 

(M.K. Mukherjee) 

Chairman. 


3 
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The Ministry of External Affairs have since sent photocopies of the following 
files. 

1. File No. 25/4/NGO-Vol. I 

2. File No. 25/4/NGO - Vol. II (LW-KW) 

3. File No. 25/4/NGO - Vol. Ill (LW-Annx) 

4. File No. 25/4/NGO - Vol. IV (LW-KW.i) 

5. File No. 25/4/NGO - Vol. V (LW-KW I, II & III) 

6. File No. 25/13/NGO-52 (LW-KW) 

7. File No. 25/14/NGO - 52 

8. . File No. 25/15/NGO-52 

9. File No. 25/1 6/NGO - 53 

6(i) On March 23, 2000 the Commission directed the Government of 
West Bengal to produce all the files relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
which were lying in the custody of the Special Branch, Calcutta Police 
including file /No. 269/45 relating to ‘Prisoner/Release - Revised Policy of 
Government, for the release of Security Prisoners’ containing Memo. No. SS 
129/SB dated 31 st August, 1945 from the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta to 
H.S.E. Stevens, the then Chief Secretary, Government of Bengal, Express 
letter No. 1234 dated 25.8.1945 of Bengal Government and confidential note 
dated. 3.9. 1945 of D.R. Hardwick, D.I.G., I.B. In purported compliance of the 
above direction, the Government of West Bengal sent copies of 64 files along 
with lists thereof and also filed an affidavit dated July 28, 2000 through Shri 
Aloknath Bhattacharyya, Special Secretary to the Government of west 
Bengal, Home (Political) Department wherein it ,is stated, inter alia, as 
follows : 

“8/ That the Government of West Bengal caused a thorough search 
in the offices of Special Branch, Calcutta Police, Intelligence Branch, 
West Bengal and State Archives; that there is no such file bearing No. 
269/45 regarding “Prisoner/Release-Revised Policy of Government for 
the release of Security Prisoners” in the records of Calcutta Police; 
that File No. 269/45 (Prisoners/Release-Revised Policy of 
Government for the release of Security Prisoners) containing Memo. 
No. SS. 129/SB dated 31 st August, 1945 from the Commissioner of 
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Police, Calcutta to H.S.E. Stevens, the then Chief Secretary Govt, of 
Bengal, express letter No. 1234 dated 25.8.45 of Bengal Government 
and Confidential note dated 3.9.45 of D.R. Hardwick, D.I.G., I.B. also 

'■ I 

do not figure in the Index Book of the intelligence Branch, West 

Bengal; that there is no record preserved in the custody of State 

j 

Archives relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 

|" 

Bose and other papers connected thereto including copy of Bengal 
Government's express letter No. 1234 dated 25.8.45 

Copies of correspondences of Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 
Dy. Inspector General of Police, Intelligence Branch, West Bengal and 
Director of Archives, Higher Education (State Archives) Depth in this 
connection are annexed herewith as Annexure “A” collectively.” 


Thereafter, following further direction of the Commission, the 
Government of West Bengal produced the original Index Books relating to 
files maintained by the Special and Intelligent Branches of Police. On 
scrutiny of the said Index Books and the copies of files sent, the Commission 
directed the Government of West Bengal to produce copies of some more 
files reference of which was in the Index Books but not sent to the 
Commission earlier. In compliance with the above direction, the Government 
of West Bengal sent copies of 13 (thirteen) more files including File No. 
269/45 which contained memos and Note referred to hereinbefore. 


6(ii) From the above resume of facts, it is manifest that the earlier quoted 
statements made by Shri Aloknath Bhattacharyya, in his affidavit filed on July 
28, 2000 are not at all correct. Since, however, Shri Bhattacharyya claims in 
his above affidavit that those averments were made on the basis of 
information received from Shri D.C. Bajpai, Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 
and Shri A.K. Sen, Deputy inspector General of Police, I.B. , West Bengal 
and has, in support thereof, annexed as part of his affidavit the copies of 
written communications from them in this respect, it is patently clear that the 
above two/ responsible senior Police Officers furnished wrong information for 
onward communication to this Commission. The Commission therefore calls 
for the explanation of the above two Police Officers for furnishing such wrong 
information, by the next date of hearing. ! j- 
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Jayant Prasad 

Joint Secretary (AMS &CNV) 



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 



No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.V 


December 21, 2000 


Dear Ms. Chopra, 

This is in continuation of my letter of even number dated 
December 18, 2000 conveying no objection of this Ministry regarding 
record 9/articles pertaining td, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose deposited by 
this Ministry with the National Museum. In the light of our no objection, 
the articles/records may be shown to the Justice Mukherjee Commission 
of Inquiry. 


A copy of this letter is being endorsed to the Secretary, 
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. 


Yours sincerely, 

V 

(Jayant Prasad) 


Ms. Chitra Chopra, 
Additional Secretary, 
Department of Culture, 
Vigyan Bhavan Annexe, 
New Delhi. 


Copy to Shri P.K. Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee 


Commission of Inquiry, B Block, 3 
Calcutta-700 087. 
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Floor, 1 1/A Mirja Galib Street, 
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Jayant Prasad 

Joint Secretary (AMS &CNV) 


No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.V 



^ fa™ 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 



December 21, 2000 


Dear Ms. Chopra, 

This is in continuation of my letter of even number dated 
December 18, 2000 conveying no objection of this Ministry regarding 
records/articles pertaining td Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose deposited by 
this Ministry with the National Museum. In the light of our no objection, 
the articles/records may be shbwn to the Justice Mukherjee Commission 
of Inquiry. 


A copy of this letter is being endorsed to the Secretary, 
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. 


Yours sincerely, 

\ 

(Jayant Prasad) 


Ms. Chitra Chopra, 
Additional Secretary, 
Department of Culture, 
Vigyan Bhavan Annexe, 
New Delhi. 


Copy to Slui P.K. Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee 
/ Commission of Inquiry, B Block, 3 riJ Floor, 11/A Mirja Galib Street, 
Calcutta-700 087. 
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TRANSMISSION 'VERIFICATION REPORT 



TIME; 21/1 2. 
NAME: JS:CN\ 
FAX : 37322; 

TEL : 30113* 


DATE. TIME 
FAX NO. /NAME 
DURATION 


RASE •: S'* 
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MOE'E 


3022160 
00: 00: 31 
01 
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Most Immediate 



Bv Speed Post. 

( 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFF 


\ NEW DELHI 

Jayant Prasad 

A v 


Joint Secretary(AMC &CNV) 

( 



No. 25/4/NGO-Vol. V 20 th December 2000 


Dear Shri Pal, 


Please refer to your fax dated 19-12-2000 regarding the records to be 
submitted before Justice Muklierjee Commission of Inquiry looking into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

We are in the process of retrieving the remaining original records of the 
proceedings of Shah Nawaj Committee of Inquiry from the various Divisions of 
the Ministry. As these records pertain to 1956, it is likely to take some time 
before we get these records from the concerned Divisions You may, therefore, 
inform the Commission accordingly and request them to give us some more time 
before these documents are sent to them. 




u b 




Yours sincerely. 



Shri Tarakeswar Pal, 

Sr. Counsel, Govt, of India, 
Justice Mukherjee Commission. 
Bar Association Room No. 5, 
Calcutta High Court, 

Calcutta. 
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Jay ant Prasad 
Joint Secretary(AMS 


J- TWI n>7Fi'-J. ^ 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.V December 21, 2000 


My dear Additional Secretary, 


Since Justice Mukherjee Commission is 
interested in looking into all documentary evidence connected 
with Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, it might be a good idea to 
invite the Commission to take a look at “Netaji ’s treasures”. 
We have, therefore, already advised the Commission in this 
regard. Since the National Museum is the custodian of the 
treasures, they may be advised to tie up the administrative 
arrangements required as convenient to the Commission. 

Our earlier endorsement is attached for your 
reference and records. 


Yours sincerely. 


(Jayant Prasad) 


Ms. Chitra Chopra, 
Additional Secretary, 
Department of Culture, 
Vigyan B ha van Annexe, 
New Delhi. 


Copy to Shri P.K.. Sengupta, Secretary, Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, B Block, 3 rd floor, 1 1/A 
Mirja Galib Street, Calcutta-700 087. 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
TJK Wl 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

North Block, New Delhi 
Dated the 20 lb December, 2000. 



Please refer to D.O. No. 13-38/2000-M.I dated December 15, 2000 from 
Department of Culture, on the subject of de-classification of certain articles, a 
copy of which was sent to this Ministry for information. 


2. Kindly initiate necessary action as desired by the Department of Culture 
expeditiously in view of the next hearing of the Justice Mukherjee Commission 
of Inquiry which is scheduled on 22.12.2000. 


/ 


[A * 




C 

A 


VI 

kr~ 


P 


4 




Shri Jayant Prasad, 

Joint Secretary 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

South Block 


"' ^iMVew Delhi. 


Yours sincerely, 

(SANGITA GAIROLA) 


Please visit our website at http://mha.nic.in 1 


WT*f. ^ 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 



Joint Secretary (AMS &CNV) 


No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.V 


December 21, 2000 


Dear Ms. Chopra, 

This is in continuation of my letter of even number dated 
December 18, 2000 conveying no objection of this Ministry regarding 
records/articles pertaining td Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose deposited by 
this Ministry with the National Museum. In the light of our no objection, 
the articles/records may be shown to the Justice Mukherjee Commission 
of Inquiry. 


A copy of this letter is being endorsed to the Secretary, 
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. 


Yours sincerely, 

\ 

(Jayant Prasad) 


i/ 

Ms. Chitra Chopra, 
Additional Secretary, 
Department of Culture, 
Vigyan Bhavan Annexe, 
New Delhi. 


Copy to Shri P K. Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry, B Block, 3 rd Floor, 1 1/A Mirja Galib Street, 
Calcutta-700 087. 
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Jayant Prasad 

Joint Secretary (AMS &CNV) 



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


No. 25/4/NGO. Vol.V 


December 21, 2000 


Dear Ms. Chopra, 

In continuation to my letter of even number dated December 18, 
2000 regarding declassification of records/articles pertaining to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose sent by this Ministry to the National Museum, it is 
confirmed that this Ministry agrees that these records/articles may be 
declassified in order to their viewing by the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry. 



Yours sincerely. 



Ms. Chitra Chopra, 
Additional Secretary, 
Department of Culture, 
Vigyan Bhavan Annexe, 
New Delhi. 



Jayant Prasad 

Joint Secretary(AMC &CNV) 
No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.V 


1 

; 9 ; ' 

Most Immediate H-ik-iq, ^ Kcni 



Dear Shri Pal, 



Please refer to your fax dated 19-12-2000 regarding the records to be 
submitted before Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry looking into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


We are in the process of retrieving the remaining original records of the 
proceedings of Shah Nawaj Committee of Inquiry from the various Divisions of 
the Ministry. As these records pertain to 1956, it is likely to take some time 
before we get these records from the concerned Divisions. You may, therefore, 
inform the Commission accordingly and request them to give us some more time 
before these documents are sent to them. 


Vs 





Yours sincerely, 



Shri Tarakeswar Pal, 

Sr. Counsel, Govt, of India, 
Justice Mukherjee Commission. 
Bar Association Room No. 5, 
Calcutta High Court, 

Calcutta. 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


Jayant Prasad 

Joint Secretary (CNV &AMS) 


No. 25/4/NGO-Vol. V 1 8 th December 2000 



Please refer to your D O. No. 13-38/2000-M.I dated December 15, 2000 
regarxling declassification of “treasures of Netaji” in connection with on going 
inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose by Justice 
Mukherjee Commission. 


2. We have already conveyed our no objection to the National Museum, vide 
our letter of even number dated 22 nd November 2000, addressed to Dr. 
R.D.Choudhry, Director General, National Museum, for viewing Netaji’ s 
treasures sent by this Ministry to the National Museum by the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry. The National Museum may take further necessary action 
accordingly. 

Yours sincerely, 

\ 

(Jayant Prasad) 

Dr. R.V. Vaidhyanatha Ayyar, 

Secretary, 

Department of Culture, 

Ministry of Tourism & Culture, 

New Delhi . 





Copy to Ms. Chitra Chopra, Additional Secretary, Department of Culture, 
New Delhi w.r t. her D O No. 13-38/2000-M.I dated 14* November 2000 
(received by us on 1 5 th December 2000). 







(Jayant Prasad) 
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Dr. R. V. Vaidyanatha Ayyar 
Tel. ; 3386995, 3381040 
Fax : 3384093 
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SECRETARY 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF TOURISM & CULTURE 
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE 
NEW DELHI - 110001 


-#r 


D.O.NO.13-38/2000-M.I 


December 15, 2000 


Dear Shri Mansinqh, 


Please find enclosed herewith a cooy of the U.G. 
No . 16 (4 ) /2000-NGO dated 14/15th September 2000 received from 
the Prime Minister's Office (PMO) regardinq declassification 
of documents /articles deposited in the National Museum. 




i 
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As per the information of National Museum, the 
Ministry of External Affairs deposited a box marked as TOP 
SECRET, which was handed over by Shri Devi Dayal Bhatia, 
Deputy Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs (AD I) to Shri 
J.K.Roy , Superintendent, Central Asian Antiquity Museum 
(National Museum) on 30th December 1953. Entries were made on 
the same day in the General Accession Register (GAR) of the 
National Museum (Copy of the relevant pages of the GAK 
enclosed for ready reference)- PMO have asked this Department 
whether a view, if any, has been taken regarding the 
declassif icat ion (of these articles) and production before 
thge Inquiry Commission. 


Ok*’- 10 

( ’TtrlfflOf Department from wher 
r!> * /material have origi 


In terms of the Manual of Departmental Security 
Instructions issued in 1994 by the Ministry of Home Affairs, 
documents, etc. once classified as TOP SECRET, etc*. by the 

re the concerned classified documents 
jja /material nave originated, only that Department shall be 
y/ J competent to revise the classif icat ion/grading of the same. 


T 






•Lrv 


In terms of these instructions, ME'A is the competent 
Ministry/authority to take a view on the declassification of 
these records/art icles . 

In view of the urgency expressed by the PMO, you may 
like to take necessary action immediately, i enclose for ready 
reference, a letter from Shri Jarnail Singh, JS, PMO in the 
matter . 

Yours sincerely, 
(R.V.Vadyanatha Ayyar ) 

Enel: As above 


Shri Lalit Mansingh 
Foreign Secretary, 

South Block, New Delhi. 
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IEDIATE 


PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 



2 . 


The Government of India has appointed the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry to inquire into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. In response to the communication 
received from the Commission of Inquiry Wde letter 
No.JMC/Meeting/48/95, dated 23.5.2000, copy of seven top secret files 
pertaining to this Office were sent to the Commission with the request 
that while the Commission may make use of the top secret papers, in 
camera, they may kindly consider not publishing the same, since these 
are classified as top secret. 

2. The Commission have vfcfe their letter dated 6.9.2000 directed 
this Office to adduce specific reasons as to why privilege Is being 
claimed against the disclosure of the contents of the Top Secret files, 
more so, when the Commission is holding a public inquiry and its 
reports will be a public document and contents of these files may have 
an important bearing. It also appears the Commission has been in 
touch with the Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of West Bengal etc. for production of records relevant to 
the terms and conditions of the Commission of Inquiry. 

3. Copies of the classified communications which originated from 
your Ministry/Department are enclosed. You are requested to kindly let 
this Office know immediately the view, if any already taken, regarding 
their declassification and production before the Commission. If a view 
is yet to be taken, the same may please be expedited and complete 


i 






J 


information intimated to this Office latest by the forenoon of 18* 
September, 2000. 




Shri R.D.Choudhury .Director General, National Museum, 

Janpatrh.New Delhi-1 1001 1 . 

Shri P.Mehendru, Joint Director, Intelligence Bureau(MHA),New Delhi. 

Shri A.K. Paitandy, Director (IS-I), Ministry of Home Affairs. 

Shri G.B. Singh, Director, Ministry of Defence, History Division, West Block 
No. 8,R.K.Puram, New Delhi-110066. 

Shri Ravi Mittal, Director, Cabinet Secretariat, New Delhi. 

Shri Thomas, SO(NGO) Ministry of External Affairs. 

PMO U.O.No.16(4)/2000-NGO dated J4.9.2000. 
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noon 

Prime Minister's Office 
New Delhi noon 


Date: 14.124000 


Dear %uk 

Please refer to D.O. letter of even number dated 7.12.2000 from Ms. 
Archana Ranjan, Director in this Office, regarding declassification of classified 
papers which originated from the National Museum/Department of Culture, so 
that Justice Mukherjes Commission of Inquiry, appointed to enquire into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose, could make use of those 
records in connection with the Inquiry and to make the same public, etc. Now 
the Commission has fixed the next date of hearing at Calcutta on 22.12.2000. 
We would be expected to apprise the Commission of the position with regard to 
classified papers pertaining to the National Museum/Department of Culture. It 
would be possible to formulate our stand/views only if we know the final 
decision of the National Museum/Department of Culture, sufficiently in 
advance. 


2. We shall be grateful if you could kindly look into the matter and have the 
vtews/comments regarding declassification of the National Museum papers, 
expedited. 


Dr, R. V.V. Iyer, 
Secretary, 

Dept, of Culture, 
Shastri Bhavan. 
New Delhi. 


Yours 
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CHITRA CHOPRA 
ADDITIONAL SECRETARY 
TEL NO. 3022242 
FAX NO. 3022160 

D.O. No. F.No. I3-38/2000-M.L 


MINISTRY OF TOURISM & CULTURE 
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE 
(CENTENARY CELL/COMMEMORATION BUREAU) 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
VIGYAN BHAWAN ANNEXE 
NEW DELHI-1 10 011 

Dated 1 4 th November, 2000 


Dear 



Please refer to the D.O. letter No. F.DGNM-2/2000 dated 22 nd November 2000 
from the Director General, National Museum, regarding de-classification of records in 
connection with the inquiry into alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose, being conducted by Justice Mukherjee Commission. As stated in the letter the 
correspondence as well as the sealed box seems to have emanated from the Ministry of 
External Affairs, if so, a decision for declassification of these papers would have to be 
taken by the Ministry of External Affairs. 

Kindly confirm at the earliest, since the decision has to be conveyed to the 
Prime Minister’s Office. 


With regards. 


Yours sincerely. 



Jk 




Shri Jayant Prasad 

Joint Secretary 
Ministry of External Affairs 
^ NG.0 South Block 
few Delhi 






(CHITRA CHOPRA) 


Most Immediate 
Parliament Question 


(\i r) 

No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.VI/2000 
Ministry of External Affairs 
CNV Division 


Lok Sabha Unstarred Question No. : 4975 

i 

Due for answer on : 20 th December, 2000 

4 

Tabled by : Shri Amar Roypradhan 


INQUIRY INTO NETAJI’S DISAPPEARANCE 


Draft reply is placed below at F/A for approval. The printed 
version of the question may be seen at F/B. 


J 




(Jayditit Prasad) 
Joint Secretary(AMS & CNV) 
December 15, 2000 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

LOKSABHA UNSTARRED QUESTIONNO. 4975 

TO BE ANSWERED ON 2(f" DECEMBER 2000 

INQUIRY INTO NETAJI’S DISAPPEARANCE 
SHRI AMAR ROYPRADHAN: 

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether any Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Enquiry Commission has been 
constituted to go into the details of circumstances leading to his 
disappearance; 

(b) if so, whether the Commission has demanded a few files in this regard 
from his Ministry; 

(c) if so, the number of files demanded; 

(d) whether these files have not been provided; 

(e) if so, the reasons therefor; and 

(f) the time by which the files are likely to be provided? 

ANSWER 

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI AJIT KUMAR PANJA) 

(a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) , (c) &( d) The Commission asked the Ministry of External Affairs for nine 

files, which have since been provided . 


(e )&(f) 


Do not arise. 


1 


No. C/551/1 0/2000-JP 
Ministry of External Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 


Requisition for File 

The following file(s) is required for some urgent references. RM 
'Section is requested to send this flle(s) to us at the earliest. 

SI no. File no. Subject 

1 . C/55 1/5/72-JP Matters relating to Netaji Enquiry Commission 

(Vol. 1&2) 



(Vijay Gokhale) 
Dircctor(EA) 
8 December 2000 
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aTl^J^USTICE MUKHER JEfe COMMISSION OF INQUIRY 
\0 _ For 'Inouiky Into the Aubged Dis a^p pear ancc op 


| £Q^fc,i/P/W 3^- 

Phone: £ 


N ETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

J 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087 


Chair mein — 216-2835 

Secretary - 216 - 276 ? 

Officer or i 

Special Duty - 216-2766 
Office ** 216 - 2766/68 


No. JMCI/Heeting-Proceedings' 

(Foiled up)/48 <Vol JS)/388 


Calcutta, dated, the 6th 0*c* 2000 • 



rv~ 

v-"\ 


From t Shri P,K.Sengupta»WBHJ3 (Retd) « 

Secretary 

to t l) Secretary, MJ.rU at ry of. Defence , Govt • of India* 

South Block, New Delhi-100011 , 

2) Secretary, Cabinet Secretariat »- Rashfrapati i&iavan, 

New Delhi- 110004* 

3) Director General, National Archives* HI ni a try of Human 
Resource Development, Janpath , Hew Delhi «• HQOOi# 

• ' ' ' ' . . - • 

4) Joint Secretary (Admn*)R.& A.w, 

BiKfepir House* Annexe , Room No. 7, Saha Jan ROad. 

New Delhi — 100011, 

/ * • V 

• • »” '•« * V 

5) SePrefearv, Ministry of Home Affaire* ©Ovt* of India* 

North Block, New Delhi. - 110001* 

; ‘ »• • » 

; ’ • 

6) Secretary, P.H‘a Secretariat* South Hlock # 

New Delhi - 110001. * "•••r f V. 

1 ’ 

7} Secretary * H±ru.otry of External i£f(dr*t Gpvfc.of India* 
South Block, New Delhi - 110001* V-:- — 


,/6) Secretary, Home Department, Ooyfc. of West Bengal, 
p- v- .• Writers * Buildings* Calcutta- 7GG06i* 

v&So^ , 


Wn. 


Stabs Strict compliance with the order* 
directions contained in the 
proceedings datO& 23*11.2000 rest 
with the proceedings dated 
23.03*2000* 13.06*2000* 31.8.2001 
and 28.09*2000 of Justice 
Mukherjae Commission of Inquiry., 

: : ' . • •. :• ;• ' .• a 1 • '.■ 

Z am sending herewith a copy of the proceeding a dated 
I? - 23*11*2000 of the Commission containing its orders and directions 

/ 4 am —avm e»«i**A**el A • Vl * <»*• C ' — V — / izj 

- 

> Copies of tho proceedings dated 23*03.2000* 13.06.2000 , 

& 31*08*2000 and 28*09.2000 of the Commission were sent to 
office earlier* 
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Justice M.K. Mukherjee Commission of inquiry 

Proceedings date d 23.1.1 .200 0 (Fifth) 

Held at the Seminar Hall, Annexe Building, Maliajati Sadan, 

100, Chlttaranjan Avenue, ttslcium you 007 

> • * # f # 

A. Examination of Witnesses ' 


> 


November 23 2000 1. Of the witnesses summoned, Shrj Suman Chattopadhyay, Shri 

Aliiiiuya f jiut|upLQ| — i m i , , n nu»»Wi 

Roy and Shri Jayanta Roy are present, Shri Ouman Chattopadhyay, Shri 

Barun Sengupia, Shri Anindya Sengupta and Shri Pabilra Kumar Ghosh 

f • ' / • • , ( 

have been duly examined on oath as witness Nos. 6, 7, 8, and 9 

■ respectively and then discharged, Some documents have been admitted 
into evidence and marked as exhibits 6, 6a and 6a/1 on admission by the 
C.'W.B, Exhibits 7 to 7w on admission by tho C.W.7, Exhibit 8 on admission 
by C.W.8 and Exhibits 9 to 9m on admission by C.W.9, without any objection 
. by any^of tho parties. The examination of Dr. Purabi Roy as C.W. 10 is now 
taken up. in her examination she testifies that the statements that she made 
V . in her affidavit filed before the Commission are correct. Accordingly, the 
affidavit filed by her is marked Exhibit 10. However, her examination cannot 
’ be concluded as sire intends to bring on record a number of documents for • 
which no’ list is forthcoming and many of which are in Russian language. Dr. . 
Roy is, therefore, asked to file a list of documents and the translated version 
> in English of those written in Russian language, with a supporting affidavit 
lhat the translation has been done correctly and jruly. To enable her to 

• • \ r • I r * ! • « • * * * * 

' comply .with the above directions, her further examination is deferred till the 
.next hearing and she is asked to appear cn that date.. The suggestion of 
some of the parties present that the documents in Russian language be 
. translated by some other translator and not by Dr. Roy, as she figures as an 
witness, will be considered if and when any genuine complaint is made 
about the authenticity of the . translation. Examination of Sri Jayanta Roy is 
also deferred as from the affidavit filed by Dr. Roy it appears that he is 
supposed to corroborate her testimony. • 

2 . The other witness summoned, namely, Smt. Probha Jagsnnathan, is 
not present though summons was duly sen! by speedpost to he" at her 

address as furnished to the Commission. Let fresh summons be nerved 

„ | ■ 
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asking her to appear on the next date ol hearing. Let summons be also 
served upon Sri Jayanfa Roy to appear on that dale. 


% 

r 



B. Further ORDERsyP irgcTtoNs/ OeSERVATioNS ■ 

i . ' 

• / 

1. The prayer of Smt, Archaria Ranjan, Director, Prime Minister's office, 
seeking 15 days' time to file a consolidated affidavit covering all the points 
mentioned in the proceeding^ the Commission from time to time is allowed. 
The above office is directed to file the same by 10.12.2000 through an 
officer not below the rank of a Joint Secretary. ( 

* i 

2. In spite of repeated directions, no representative of the Ministry of 

Home ' Affairs has yet como to identify thp documents referred to in 
paragraph 3(b)(i) of the order dated September 28, 2000 and prove their 
authenticity. m . 

i 

3 . ' The application filed by Sfiri Kamal Pandey, Secretary, Ministry of 
Home Affairs, Government of India claiming privilege under Sections 123 
and 124 of the Evidence Act and Article 74(2) of the Constitution of India in 
respect of the contents of the fifes mentioned in paragraph B(iij of the 
proceedings dated August 31, 2000 will be taken up for hearing in the next 
sitting. 

I 

4. .. The documents. mentioned in paragraph 3(b)(iii) of the order dated 

» ■ ■ , . . 

September 28, 2000 have. neither been produced nor any explanation 
offered for such failure. 

5. The directions contained in paragraph C(i) of the order dated August 
31, 2000 have not been fully complied with, in that, the complete original 
records of the proceedings of the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee of Inquiry 
including the evidence recorded and the documents produced before the 
said Committee have not yet been sent. However, four letters, one paper 
cuffing, /ins printed copy of the report of the Committee, one parity torn copy 
of the statement of one Shri Mathura Maianga Tfievor, MLA bearing some 
initials and one full signature purported, to be cf Shri Thevor, some 
photographs of witnesses and 407 pages, typed but unauthentioafed, 

purporting to contain statements cf some witnesses before the said 

<1 • 

Committee, v,w fec^Vfri eariter 

✓ , r * • * • 
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The Ministry of External Affairs have since sent photocopies of the following 
files. ■ 

1. File N' 0 . 25/4/NGO - Vol. I 

2. f File No. 25/4/NGO - Vol. II (LW-KW) 

3. Fils No. 25/4/NGO Vol. lil(LW-Arm) m.' ' 

4. ’ . File No. 25/4/NGO ~VoUV(LVV- KM) •• (' 

.5. Fila No. 25/4/NGO - Vol. V (LW-KW. f, II S III) ..<• / .. 

6. File No. 25/13/NGO -52 (LW-KW) J. . 

7. File No. 25/14/NGO-52 j ’ 

8. ...File No. 25/15/NGO-52 . 

9. File No. 25/16/NGO-53 

«V V . .*• * . 

6(i) On March 23, 2000 the Commission directed the Government of 
West Bengal to produce all the files relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
which- were lying in the custody cf the Special Branch, Calcutta Police 
including file No, 269/45 relating to ‘Prisoner/Release - Revised. Policy of 
Government, for the release of Security. Prisoners’ containing Memo, No. SS 
129/BR dated 31d Auguot, 1045 from the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta to 
H.S.E. Stevens, the then Chief Secretary, Government . of Bengal. Exptess 
letter No. 1234 dated. 25. 8.1 945 of Bengal Government and confidential note 
dated. 3.9.1945 of D.R. Hardwick, D.I.G., I.B. In purported compliance of the 
above direction, the Government of West Bengal sent copies, of, 64 files along 
with lists thereof and also filed an affidavit dated July 20, 2000 through Shri 
Aloknalh Bliattachajyya, Special Secretary to (he Government of west 
Bengal, Home (Political) Department wherein it ,is, stated,, inter alia, as 
follows : ■ . ' . , 

9 « r * • ... 

"8f That the Government of West Bengal caused a thorough search 

in the offices of Special Branch, Calcutta Police, Intelligence Branch, 

* . • ./•••! 

West Bengal and State Archives; that there is no such fiie bearing No. 
269/45 regarding "Priscner/Reiease-Revised Policy of Government for 
the release of Security Prisoners" in the records of Calcutta Police; 
that File No. 269/45 (Prisoners/Release-Revised Policy of 
Government for the release cf Security Prisoners) containing Memo. 
No. S3. 129/SB dated 31 s ' August, 1945 from the Commissioner of 
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Police, Calcutta to H.S.E. Stevens, tho thon Chief Secretary Govt, of 

i ' 

Bengal, express letter No. 1234 dated 25,8,45 of Bengal Government 

and Confidential note dated 3.9.45 of D.R. Hardwick, D.I.G., 1.8. also 

• i • 

do not figure In the Index Dock of the Intelligence Branch, West 

• i 

Bengal; that there is no record preserved in the custody of. State 
Archives relating to the disappearance of Metaji Subhas Chandra 

i * • 

Bose and other papers connected thereto including- copy of Bengal 
Government's express letter No. 1234 dated 25,8.45 

Copies of correspondences of Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 
Dy. Inspector General of Police, Intelligence Branch, West Bengal and 
Director of Archives, Higher Education (State. Archives) Depth in this 
connection are annexed herewith as Annexure "A” collectively." 




Thereafter, following further, direction of the Commission, the 
Government of West Bengal produced the original Index Books relating to 
• files maintained by the Special and Intelligent Branches .of Police. On 
scrutiny of (fie said Index Books and the copies of flies sent, the Commission 
directed the Government of West Bengal to produce copies of some more 

i ' 

files reference of which was in the Index Books but not sent. to the 
Commission earlier. In compliance with the above direction, the Government 
of West Bengal sent copies of 13 (thirteen) more files including File No.. 
269/45 which contained memos and Note referred to hereinbefore. 


/ ■ 

(ii; From the above resume of facts, it is manifest that the earlier quoted 
statements made by Shri Aloknath Bhaltacharyya, in his affidavit filed on July 
23, 2000. are not at all correct. Since, however, Shri Bhattacharyya claims in 

I 

his above affidavit that those averments were made on the basis- of 
information received from Shri D.C. Bajpai, Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 

I 

and Shri A.K. Sen, Deputy Inspector General of Police, I.B. , West Bengal 
and has, in support thereof, annexed as part of his affidavit the copies of 
written commu/iications from them in this respect, it is patently clear that the 
above two/responsible senior Police Officers furnished wrong information for 

i 

onward communication to this Commission. Tho Commission therefore cal's 
for (lie explanation of the above two Police Officers for furnishing such wrong 
informalion, by the next date of hearing. • ! ]• 

% ■ • 

• ! * i 
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7. Since the observations made by the Commission in Paragraph (e) of 

ifs proceedings dated 28.9.2000 have not been given due importance and 

. , * • 

priority they deserve, the Commission takes serious view of the 'matter and 

feels that time Is now ripe to consider the' question of invoking the. powers 

under the provisions of section 5(4) of the Commission of Inquiry Act, 1952 

for recurring non-compliance with the orders/direclions of the Commission. 

In this connection/ the attention of the authorities concerned is once more 

drawn to orders dated June 13, 2000, as quoted in paragraph 3(e) of tho 

proceedings dated September 28, 2000 as also those communicated through 

% 

various letters sent pursuant to the orders of the Commission. 

Cltainttflii. 


Mukiierjfic 



/ 
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No.25/4/NGO-Vol. VI/2000 
Ministry of External Affairs 
CNV Division 


Lok Sabha Unstarred Question No. 597 


Due for answer on 


22 November 2000 


Tabled by 


Shri Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi 


Document on Netaji 


Draft reply is placed below at F/A for approval. The printed version of 
the question may be seen at F/B. The newspaper clipping on which the question 
appears to be based is at F/C and a factual note provided by EE Division may be 
seen at F/D 

. 

JaCapt Prasad 
Joint Secretary' (CNV) 
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LOK SABHA 

UNSTARREP QUESTION NO. 

22"* NOVEMBER . 2000 


Document on Netaji 

597. SHRI PRIYA RANJaN 
DASMUNSI: 

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS 

be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Government arc 
aware of any recently published 
document that relates to the 
possibility of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose being alive; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; 

(c) whether the Government have 

ordered an enquiry to look into the 
authenticity of the document; and 

(d) if so, the details thereof? 





-K 
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Soviet papers add to Bose 


Researchers find evidence Netaji was alive till at 


• Sudfti Ranjan Son 

New oelM. October 28 


HARD FACTS have wnwxtd tom Moscow 
vaults to indicate that Subhaih Chandra 
Bo«c wu very much alive till at least 1946 - 
«nd that he did not die in Che 1945 plane 
crash u had been given out, and later 
endorsed by the two Govemntnt of India 
appointed inquiry cotnitussiODS, So, the Bose 
mystery deepens. 

The new findings arc based on declassified 
documents in the Russian military archives in 
Paddotsk, and from the British archives. 
They were dwxjvered by three researchers — 
Pumbi Ray, Man Vosudevas and ShobanlaJ 
Dotln Gupu— working on the history of 
# communist Tnovemeni in India. 

Adding to the mystery ar; the calls from 
unidentified persons atiirqj the researchers 
to suspend all further inquiries and end the 



government - funded 
research. WorV on the pro- 
ject stopped ihortly, around 
middle cf this year 

When contacted, Puiabi 
Ray, who beaded the 
research, flatly laid, "I would 
like to first done before the 
the Mukherjee commas ion 
(the third inquiry panel so 
far), then give out the 
details.” 

The Russian archives yield- 
ed two precious documents. 

One was abcut a discussion 
Joseph Stalin had with his 
defence minuter Vorosdijlov 
and foreign affairs minister 
Molotov in 1946. The other 
was a report filed by a Soviet 
field agent stationed in India, also in 1946 


The first document quotes 
Stalin and others discussing 
pints for the communist 
movement in India via-4-vit 
Bote. A Alt records available 
ta British archives (under Ike 
'dedusrfiealion after 30 
yens' rule) show (hat on 
August 17, 1945, (the plane 
cruh was reported the next 
day), Bose had expressed a 
kttn desire to reach Soviet 
Uric* to continue the strog- 
gk against the British. 

Yet another British archive 
document states that the 
eati/e theory of the plane 
crash, m Tkihuku (Japan), 
w as “pre-planned and co.v 
trjvcd.* Subsequently, a 
Japanese newspaper— as late as Decent her 


Illustration; A/ya Pratwaj 


V' V>j'Lr 

mystery 


least 1946 


20. 1945 — reported that Bose was on has way 
to the Soviet Union and pined through 
Tbfcyo 

Just a few days before Statin and hU ool- 
le&gues diseuued Bote, a Soviet agent 
named V G Sayady&ntt (bind in Munoti) 
reported home that *tse Soviet Union can* 
not pottlbly work wih either Nehru or 
Gandhi," and that ifet Communist move- 
meat in India “is in a disarray," Ncv, the 
crvaal bit: "Bote is the only hope for Soviet 
Ruuw*,” he concluded in hi report. 

Further, t he two death report*— one from 
MI2 (a wing of British military intelligence) 
and the other from the British embassy in 
Japan, which Jer>t credenco to the itoiy that 
Bose had died of severe bums In the plane 
crash — have major discrepancy w. 

White the British enbasay report claimed 
lo have dearly identified Bote's body, the 
M12 report was “no( sure " 
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Most Immediate 

No£W/JS(EE)/ 2000 
Ministry of External Affairs 
(Europe East Division) 

Reference Lok Sabha Unstarred Question No. 597 regarding "Document on 
Netaji”. Inputs for reply are given below: 

1. The Question seems to have been raised on a report appearing in "The 
Hindustan Times" of October 29, 2000. 

ii. Attempts have been made at the official level to find out from the Russian 
Government whether there were documents pertaining to Netaji available with them. 
In response we were informed by the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on January 
8, 1992 that “according to the data in the Central and Republican Archives, no 
information whatsoever is available on the stay of former President of the Indian 
National Congress, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in the Soviet Union in 1945 and 
in subsequent years”. Thereafter, on September 27, 1995, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Russian Federation informed that “as a result of the investigations 
carried out at the Central Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service of 
Russia and the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal of documents on Modern 
History, no information whatsoever has come to light on the stay of Subhash 
Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR in 1945 and in subsequent 
years". The State Archive Service of the Russian Federation informed on August 4, 
1997 that “the Centre for Preservation of Historical Documental Collection does not 
have any information on Subhash Chandra Bose". 

iii. The Chief of Central Archives of the Ministry of Defence of the Russian 
Federation in response to a query from one Shri L. Joychandra Singh of Imphal had 
vide letter No.22672 dated October 15, 1996, mentioned that "there are no records 
with the Central Archives of the Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation about 
the catastrophe in August 1945 and death of Commander-in-chief of the Indian 
National Army Mr. Subhash Chandra Bose". The Directorate of Foreign Relations, 
Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation had on March 20, 1997 forwarded a 
copy of the October 15, 1996 correspondence and further pointed out that "there is 
no other data relating to the fate of Subhash Chandra Bose besides the information 
conveyed vide letter No.22672". 

2. Joint Secretary(CNV) may like to use the above inputs along with other 
material he will be using while preparing the draft reply to the Parliament Question 

GaHap&ttfj 
Join^Secretary(EE) 
November 17, 2000 

Joint Secretary(CNV) 
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LOK SABHA 

22 - 11-2000 


MOST IMMEDIATE 
PARLIAMENT QUESTIONS 


r 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(Parliament Section) 

The list of finally admitted questions for the Lok Sabha to be answered 
on 22-11-2000 is enclosed herewith. 

2. The draft answers to Starred Questions in triplicate, typed in double 
space and Unstarred Questions in triplicate, typed in single space may be submitted 
directly to MOS/EAM after being approved by the concerned Secretary, by today itself. 

3. Starred Question may be put up in red file cover and Unstarred questions 
in blue file cover. 


4. It may be added that every question alongwith its annexure, if any, has to 
be translated in Hindi in a very short time, usually in a few hours. Therefore, when 
the answer is lengthy, probably due to annexure (s) which may run into 50/60 pages, 
Hindi section and Parliament section should be alerted in advance without waiting for 
the final approval, so that the translation of annexures, which normally remain 
unchanged, can be started immediately. 


5. 


containing the 

entire 

text with enclosures, if any, (but NOT 

material for 

S upp X enven t ar i e s 

etc. , ) 

should also be 

put up with the file to enable 

the Parliament 

Section to transmit the 

Questions and 

Answers to Rajya Sabha/ Lok Sabha Secretariat 

by E-mail after 

these have been answered in Parliament. It may be noted 

that for each 

question there 

should 

be a separate 

floppy. More than one question 

should not be 

combined in one 

floppy. 

Question number and the name of the House should be mentioned 


on the floppy. 


6. While putting up the Quest ion /Answer, text of the Question part in the 
printed version may be closely compared since it could be slightly different from that 
of the advance notice received earlier. The File number of the Section/Division may 
also be indicated to facilitate future reference. 


7. 



(b) 

<c) 


The following points may be noted while putting up draft answers:- 

Paragraph s may be numbered of any Statement to be laid on the 
Table of the House. 

Paragraphs may also be numbered of Note for Supplement a ries . 

In presenting draft answers to Starred Questions, sets in 
triplicate may be made consisting of: 

( i) Question/Answer 

(ii) Statement (if any) 

(iii) Note for Supplement aries 

(iv) Anticipated Questions & their Answers 


8. Note for supplement a ries and anticipated questions and answers are read 
by Ministers and other officers while answering questions. Therefore they should be 
prepared with utmost care before forwarding to the Parliament Section. 

9. In case of Starred Questions, it may be ensured that 12 copies of Note 
for Supplement aries and anticipated Questions and Answers reach Parliament Section by 
1100 hr s. on 20-11-2000 for timely preparation of brief folders for MOS/EAM 
Secretaries and other Officers, 


4 ^ 


DISTRIBUTION AS PER ENCLOSED LIST 


(R /.S.SRCHA 
SECTION OFFICER I PARLIAMENT : 

n-n-2000 




. . 2 . . 

THE LIST OF FINALLY ADMITTED QUESTIONS FOR LOK SABHA TO BE 

ANSWERED ON 22-11-2000 

STARRED QUESTIONS 


si. 

No. 

Adv. 

No. 

Final 

No. 

Priority 

No. 

Subject 

Section 

Division 

Head of 
Division 

oi. 

1322 

41 

I 

Indo US Joint 
Working Group 
on Terrorism 

AMS 

JS (AMS) 

02. 

1365 

51 

XI 

India' s 

candidature for 
Security 
Council 

UNP 

JS (UNP) 

03. 

1392 

56 

XVI 

Indo-Iraq Ties 

GD 

JS (GD) 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 


SI. 

No. 

Adv. 

No. 

Final 

No. 

Subject 

Section/ 

Division 

Head of 
Division 

01. 

2 68 

4 62 

Construction of indo- 
Iranian gas Pipe Line 

I PA 

JS (I PA) 

02. 

351 

OIH 

470 

Foreign tours by Ministers 

Coord 

JS (COORD) 

03. 

491 

OIH 

47 5 

Indo-Bangladesh Ties 

BSM 

Dir (BSM) 

04 

1528 

493 

Visit of Japanese PM 

EA 

JS (EA) 

05. 

1588 

OIH 

499 

Prisoners of War 

I PA 

JS ( I PA) 

06. 

1594 

500 

Extradition of Mr. Anderson 

CPV 

JS (CPV) 

07. 

1684 

OIH 

512 

Indo-Russia Joint Working 
Group on Terrorism 

EE 

JS (EE) 

08 

1810 

533 

Calling back Indian Envoy 

CNV 

JS "( CNV) 

09. 

1853 

OIH 

539 

SCs, STs, OBCs, Ambassadors 

Admn 

JS (AD) 

10. 

1962 

551 

Return of Russian Valuables 

EE 

JS (EE) 

11. 

27 1 7 

557 

Indo-EU Ties 

EW 

JS ( EW ; 

12. 

270 

570 

Indian resolutions on 
nuclear weapons 

DISA 

JS (DISA> 

13. 

323 

OIH 

575 

Expenditure on officials 

GD 

JS (GD) 

14. 

1335 

584 

Attack on family members of 
Indian staff in Pak 

I PA 

JS(IPA) 

15. 

14 60 

597 

Document on Netaji 

EE 

JS (EE) 


16. 

1556 

609 

Establishment of Government 
in Afghanistan 

I PA 


17. 

1600 

611 

Indo-UK Ties 

EW 

its (EW) 

18. 

1798 

628 

Recuritments in Indian 
Missions 

Admn 

JS (AD) 

19. 

2720 

OIH 

638 

Passport Advisory Committee 

CPV 

JS (CPV) 

20. 

2720 

645 

Permission to Indian 
Scientists 

AMS 

JS (AMS) 

21. 

1709 

660 

Indo-Saudi Arabia Ties 

GD 

JS (GD) 

22. 

1390 

661 

Mediation of India in West 
Asia Problem 

Wana 

JS ( WAN?!) 

23. 

1471 

667 

Postponement of SAARC 
Summit 

SAARC 

JS ( SAARC ) 

24. 

1603 

672 

Relations with Arabian 
countries 

GD 

JS (GD) 

25. 

1765 

675 

Ties with Indian Ocean Rim 
Countries 

ED&MER 

JS (ED&MER) 


1. Dir to EAM 

2. Dir to MOS (AP) 

3. US to MOS (KR) 

4. Dir ( FSO) 

5 . Secretary (ER) /Secretary ( East ) /Secretary (West ) 

6. DEAN(FSI) 

7 . AS (NRI&PV) /AS (AD) /AS (UN) /AS (BSM) /AS (FA) 

8. JS (Coord) and Head of concerned Divisions 

9. DS (Hindi) 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
LOK SABHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 597 
TO BE ANSWERED ON 22 nd NOVEMBER 2000 

DOCUMENT ON NETAJ1 

597. Shri Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi : 

Will the Minister of External Affairs be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the government are aware of any recently published document that relates 
to the possibility of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose being alive; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; 

(c) whether the government have ordered an inquiry to look into the authenticity of 
the document; and 

(d) if so, the details thereof? 

ANSWERS 

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI AJIT KUMAR PANJA) 


(a) & (b) Government have seen the press report that appeared in the ‘Hindustan 
Times’ of October 29, 2000 captioned “Soviet papers add to Bose 
mystery.” 

(c) & (d) While no specific inquiry has been ordered in the context of the press 
report, attempts have been made at the official level to find out from the 
Russian Government whether there were documents pertaining to Netaji 
available with them. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian 
Federation conveyed on September 27, 1995 that “as a result of the 
investigations carried out at the Central Archival Collection of the Federal 
Security Service of Russia and the Russian Centre for Retention and 
Perusal of documents on Modem History, no information has come to light 
on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR 
in 1945 and in subsequent years.” The State Archive Sendee of the Russian 
Federation informed on August 4, 1 997 that “the Centre for Presen'ation of 
Historical Documental Collection does not have any information on 
Subhash Chandra Bose.” This matter is likely to receive further attention in 
the course of the ongoing hearings of the Justice Mukheijee Commission of 
Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
appointed by Government of India under Section 3 of the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act, 1952. 
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Federation informed on August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for Preservation of 
Historical Documental Collection does not have any information on 
Subhash Chandra Bose.” This matter is likely to receive further attention in 
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appointed by Government of India under Section 3 of the Commissions of 
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Lok Sabha 

Unstarred Question No. 597 
To be answered on 22 November 2000 

Document on Netaji 

Shn Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi 

Will the Minister of External Affairs be pleased to state 

(a) whether the government are aware of any recently published document that relates 
to the possibility of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose being alive. 

(b) if so, the details thereof; 

(c) whether the government have ordered an inquiry to look into the authenticity of 
the document; and 

(d) if so, the details thereof 7 


ANSWERS 

The Mini steb'of State for External Affairs 

(Shri Ajit Kuhsar Panja) 

(a) & (b) Government have seen the press report that appeared in the ‘Hindustan 
Times’ of October 29, 2000 captioned “Soviet papers add to Bose 
mystery.” 

(c) & id) While no specific inquiry has been ordered in the context of the press 
report, attempts have been made at the official level to find out from the 
Russian Government whether there were documents pertaining to Netaji 
available with them The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian 
Federation conveyed on September 27, 1995 that “as a result of the 
investigations carried out at the Central Archival Collection of the Federal 
Security Service of Russia and the Russian Centre for Retention and 
Perusal of documents on Modern History, no information has come to light 
on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR 
in 1945 and in subsequent years.” The State Archive Service of the Russian 
Federation informed on August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for Preservation of 
Historical Documental Collection does not have any information on 
Subhash Chandra Bose ” This matter is likely to receive further attention in 
the course of the ongoing hearings of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
appointed by Government of India under Section 3 of the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act, 1952. 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
LOK SABHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 597 
TO BE ANSWERED ON 22 nd NOVEMBER 2000 

DOCUMENT ON NETAJI 

597, Shri Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi : 

Will the Minister of External Affairs be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the government are aware of any recently published document that relates 
to the possibility of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose being alive; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; 

(c) whether the government have ordered an inquiry 7 to look into the authenticity of 
the document; and 

(d) if so, the details thereof? 

ANSWERS 

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI AJIT KUMAR PANJA) 


(a) & (b) Government have seen the press report that appeared in the ‘Hindustan 
Times’ of October 29, 2000 captioned “Soviet papers add to Bose 
mystery.” 

(c) & (d) While no specific inquiry has been ordered in the context of the press 
report, attempts have been made at the official level to find out from the 
Russian Government whether there were documents pertaining to Netaji 
available with them. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian 
Federation conveyed on September 27, 1995 that “as a result of the 
investigations carried out at the Central Archival Collection of the Federal 
Security Service of Russia and the Russian Centre for Retention and 
Perusal of documents on Modem History, no information has come to light 
on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR 
in 1945 and in subsequent years.” The State Archive Service of the Russian 
Federation informed on August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for Preservation of 
Historical Documental Collection does not have any information on 
Subhash Chandra Bose.” This matter is likely to receive further attention in 
the course of the ongoing hearings of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
appointed by Government of India under Section 3 of the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act, 1952. 
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Lok Sabha 

Unstarred Question No. 597 
To be answered on 22 November 2000 

Document on Netaji 

597. Shri Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi 

Will the Minister of External Affairs be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the government are aware of any recently published document that relates 
to the possibility of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose being alive; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; 

(c) whether the government have ordered an inquiry to look into the authenticity of 
the document; and 

(d) if so, the details thereof? 

ANSWERS 


The Minister of State for External Affairs 

(Shri Ajit Kumar Panja) 

(a) & (b) Government have seen the press report that appeared in the ‘Hindustan 
Times’ of October 29, 2000 captioned “Soviet papers add to Bose 
mystery.” 

(c) & (d) While no specific inquiry has been ordered in the context of the press 
report, attempts have been made at the official level to find out from the 
Russian Government whether there were documents pertaining to Netaji 
available with them. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian 
Federation conveyed on September 27, 1995 that “as a result of the 
investigations carried out at the Central Archival Collection of the Federal 
Security Service of Russia and the Russian Centre for Retention and 
Perusal of documents on Modern History, no information has come to light 
on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR 
in 1945 and in subsequent years ” The State Archive Service of the Russian 
Federation informed on August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for Preservation of 
Historical Documental Collection does not have any information on 
Subhash Chandra Bose.” This matter is likely to receive further attention in 
the course of the ongoing hearings of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
appointed by Government of India under Section 3 of the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act, 1952. 
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Justice m.K. Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 


*r 

November 23 2000 


Proceedings dated 23 . \ 1 .2000 (Fift h) 

Held at the Seminar Hall, Annexe Building. Mahajati Sad an, 
166, Chittaranjan Avenue. Calcutta 700 007 

A. Examination 1 of Witnesses 


1. Of the witnesses summoned, Shri Suman Chattopadhyay, Shri 
Anindya Sengupta, Shri Barun Sergupta, Shri Pabitra Ghosh, Dr. Purabi 
Roy ar.d Shri Jayanta Roy are present. Shri Suman Chattopadhyay, Shri 
Barun Sengupta, Shri Anindya Sengupta and Shri Pabitra Kumar Ghosh 
have been duly examined on oath as witness Nos. 6, 7, 8, and S 
respectively end then discharged Some documents have been admitted 
into evidence and marked as exhibits 6, 6a and 6a/1 on admission by the 
C.-W.6, Exhibits 7 to 7vv on admission by the C.W.7, Exhibit 8 on admission 
by C.VV.3 and Exhibits 3 to 9m on admission by C.W.9, without any objection 
by any, of the parties. The examination of Dr Purabi Roy as C.W.10 is now 
taken up. in her examination she testifies that the statements that she made 
;,i her affidavit filed before the Commission are correct. Accordingly, the 
affidavit filed by her is marked Exhibit 10. However, her examination cannot 
be concludes as she intends to bring on record a number o? documents for 
which no fist is forthcoming and many of which are in Russian language. Dr. 
Roy is, therefore, asked to file a list of documents and the translated version 
in English cf those written in Russian language, with a supporting affidav 
that the translation has beer, dene correctly and truly. To enable her to 
.vilih the above directions, her further examination ,s deferred liii me 
next hearing and she orbed to appear or that date. The suggestion o; 
some of the parties present that the documents in Russian language se 
ci c/ $o.r s ether t-anstaJc- and not by Dr. Roy, as she f cures as on 
... tv C3.-.;.dereb if cm: when any genuine comprint is moss 
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asking her to appear on the next date of hearing. Let summons be also 
servec upon Sri Jayanta Roy to appear on that date. 
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B. Further Qroers/Pirectiqns/Qbservations 


i 

1 . The prayer of Smt. Archatna Ranjan, Director, Prime Minister’s office, 
seeking 15 days’ time to file a consolidated affidavit covering aii the points 
mentioned in the proceedings? the Commission from time to time is allowed 
The above office is directed to file the same by 10.12.2000 through an 
officer not below the rank of a Joint Secretary. 

2. In spite of repeated directions, no representative of the Ministry c ? 
Home Affairs has yet come to identify the documents referred to in. 
paragraph 3(b)(i) of the order dated September 28, 2000 and prove the:, 
authenticity. 

« 

The application filed by Shri Kama! Pandey. Secretary, Mm* 1 - 
Home Affairs, Government of India claiming pn m 123 


and 124 of the Evidence Act and Article 74(2} of line 
respect of (he contents of the files mentioned in parage., 
proceedings dated August 31, 2000 will be taken up for hearing . next 
silting. 

4 The documents mentioned in paragraph 3{b)£iii) of the order cm. 
September 23, 2000 have ..neither been produced nor any explanation 
offered for such la J/e. 


5. The direcfons contained in paragraph C(i) of the order dated August 
31, 20C0 have not been futfy compiled vvth, in that, t he compleT m . 
'eccds of the pmcs of ‘me Shah Nawaz Khan Committee c f 
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The Ministry of External Affairs have since sent photocopies of the following 
files. 

1. rile No. 25/4/NGO - Vol. ! 

2. ' File No . 25/4/NGO - Vol.l! (LW- KW) 

3. File No. 25/4/NGO - Vol, iii (LW-AnnxJ . 

4. File No. 25/4/NGO - Vol. IV (IW-KW.iJ 

5. File No. 25/4/NGO - Vol. V (L.W-KW I, II & III) 

6. File No. 25/U'NGO - 52 (LW-KWJ 

7. F la No. 25/14/NGO-52 

8. , File No. 25/15/NGO - 52 
2. Fi e No. 25/16/NGO - 53 


6(i) On March 23, 20GG the Commission directed the Government of 
West Bengal to produce ail the files relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
which were lying in the custody of the Special Branch, Calcutta Police 
including file No. 269/45 relating to 'Prisoner/Release - Revised Policy of 
Government, for the release of Security Prisoners' containing Memo. No. SS 
129/SB dated 31 st August, 1945 from the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta to 
H.S.E. Stevens, the then Chief Secretary, Government of Bengal, Express 
letter No. 1234 dated 25.8.1945 of Bengal Government and confidential note 
dated 3.9.1945 of O.R. Hardwick. D.I.G., 1.8. In purported compliance of the 
above direction, the Government o? West Bengal sent copies. of 64 files along 
with lists thereof and also filed an affidavit dated July 28, 2000 through Shri 
A’oknath Bhaltacharyya, Special Secretary to the Government of west 
Bengal, (Political) Department wherein it .is. stated, inter alia, as 
fonows 1 


‘8/ That the Government of West Sen 
in the offices of Special Branch, Calcutt 
West Bengal and Stale Archives; " 1 the 
2SS/45 regaro ng “Prisoner-'Release Rev: 
me release of Security Prisoners . . ikt 


gsi caused a thorough search 
a Po;ics, Intelligence Branch, 
sre is no such file bearing No. 
;$ed of Govs » >>, ■ ■ , 
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Fqlicc, Calcutta to H.S.E. Stevens, the then Chief Secretary Govt, of 
Bengal, express letter No. 1 234 dated 25.9.45 of Bengal Government 
aid Confidential note dated 3.9.45 of D.R. Hardwick, D.I.G., I.B. also 
do not figure in the Index Book of the Intelligence Branch. West 
Bengal; that there is no record preserved in the custody of State 
Archives relating tc the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose and other papers connected thereto including copy of Bengal 
Government's express letter No. 1234 dated 25.8.45 

Copies of correspondences of Commissioner cf Police, Calcutta, 
Dy. Inspector General of Police, Intelligence Brancn, West Bengal and 
Director of Archives, Higher Education (State Archives) Depth in this 
connection are annexed herewdh as Annexure “A" collectively." 

Thereafter, following further direction of the Commission, the 
Government of West Bengal produced the original Index Books relating to 
files maintained by the Special and Intelligent Branches of Police. On 
scrutiny of the said Index Books and the copies cf files sent, the Commission 
directed the Government of West Bengal to produce copies of some more 
files reference of which was in the Index Books but not sent to the 
Commission earlier. In compliance with the above direction, the Government 
cf West Bengal sent copies of 13 (thirteen) more files including File No. 
269/45 which contained memos and Note referred to hereinbefore. 


From the above r esume of facts, it is manifest that the earlier qucteo 
statements made by Shri . Bhaftacharyya, in his affidavit filed on cui> 
28, 2GCC St e net at all correct, c. -e •o.ve.-er, Snri Bhattscharyya claims . 
his above affidavit that these .e- cents were made or the basis o f 

information received from Shri D Bsjpaf, Commissioner of Peace, Calcutta, 

ob Shri a K. Sen, Deputy h 2 Genera' of Pc.'.'ce, i.8. Wee! Sengs, 
and nas. in support thereof a^e/.ed as part of his affidavit the copied of 
written commyfiications Port them 2 ft is respect, it ic paten. ,■ c.ear '"at • e 
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7. Since the observations made by the Commission in ParaGraph (e) of 
its proceedings dated 28.9 2000 have not beep given due importance and 
priority they deserve, the Commission takes serious view of the matter and 
feels mat time is now ripe to consider the question of invoking the powers 
under the provisions of section 5(4) of the Commission of Inquiry Act, 1952 
for recurring non-compliance with the orders/directions of tire Commission. 
In this connection, the attention of the authorities concerned is once more 
drawn to orders dated June 15, 20CO, as quoted in paragraph 3(e) of the 
proceedings dated September 28, 2000 as also those communicated through 


various letters sen", pursuant to the orders of the Commission, 


.^N 




vhrxt^j fa . 

(\I.K Mukhcrjfct) 
Chairman. 
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No: 25/4/NGO - Vol.V 
Ministry of External Affairs 
CNV Division 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry looking into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose has asked us to send them 
photocopy of all the files related to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in this Ministry. 
In view of this EA Division is requested to send us all their files on Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose to enable us to take further necessary action. 


This may kindly be accorded top priority. 


(Jayant Prasad) 
Joint Secretary(GfJv & AMS) 
December 6, 2000 
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Joint Secretary! EA) 
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List of tiles regarding Netaji Subhash C hand r a Bose 


SL no. 


FiJe no. 


Subject 


Nil 


c 


\y 


2. * C 125 17 78-JP 


1 956 — Report from the Japanese Govt • , 
Netaji Inquiry Committee «- ~ «* v** 

Rajya Sabha Starred Qn. 460 D Answered 
on 21.12.78 reg. Ashes of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose^S 



Nil 



Nil 


Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Inquiry 
Committee - Official correspondence with 
Embassy of India in Japan and the Japanese 
Foreign Offic^/' 

Guard tile on Netaji Subhash Bose-''' 



Nil - 1956 


PS/56/NEC (14) 
* C 551 1 66-.TP 
; 56 


Report of the Shah Nawaz Committee / 

Netaji Inquiry Committee S' 

Inquiry about Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose^ 

Netaji Inquiry Committee Report Part B 
[Evidence of Witnesses] 1956 




C 125 4 65- JP Lok Sabha Starred Qn. 623 fof 29.3.65 

Netaji being alive in Siberaiv' 

C 551 4 69-JP'' Misc references regarding Netaji Subhash 
CWl l J Chandra Bose v 

C 551 6/69- JP Inquiry into the reported escape of Netaji 

Subhash Cittmdra Bose from Singapore as 
appeared in '‘Jugantar” Calcutta on March 
4. 196</ 
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Si o C 55 1 5 75-JP Memorial Service in the memory of Netaji 

Subhash Chandra Bose held on Aug. 18. 
1975 - Participate by our CDA in Tokyo^ 


13. o C 551 13 81-JP 
(Vol. I) 


Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose (Bringing of c 
his ashes from Japan to India 



C 551 13 81-JP 
(Vol. II) 


Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose (Bringing of 
his ashes from Japan to Indian 


C 125 1 83- JP 


y6. o C/103 4 83-JP 


Lok Sabha Unstarred Qn. Dy. no. 1817 for 
24.2.83 regarding setting up of commission 
with Japan to record the history of S.C. 
Bose and I.N A ,y ' 

Azad Hind Fauj Association - Celebration 
of the 87th Birthday of Netaji S.C. Bos^ 


JS(. * C 551 2/74- JP 


Matters relating to Netaji Inquiry 
Commission-'' 


o C 125 7 90- JP 



Rajya Sabha Provision Starred Qn. D\ . no. 
6339 reg. bringing the ashes of Subhash 
Chandra Bose from Japan for answer on 
4.9.90 ^ 


J/ * C 551 7 92- JP Documents from the Russians on Netaji 's 

disappearance,/' 
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No: 25/4/NGO - Vol.V 
Ministry of External Affairs 
CNV Division 



Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry looking into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose has asked us to send them 
photocopy of all the files related to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in this Ministry. 
In view of this EA Division is requested to send us all their files on Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose to enable us to take further necessary action. 

This may kindly be accorded top priority. 



(Jayaht Prasad) 
Joint Secretary(CNV & AMS) 
December 6, 2000 



Joint Secretary! EA) 
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No: 25/4/NGO - Vol.V 
Ministry of External Affairs 
CNV Division 


CONF^f^klAL 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry looking into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose has asked us to send them 
photocopy of all the files related to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in this Ministry. 
In view of this EW Division is requested to send us all their files on Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose to enable us to take further necessary action. 

This may kindly be accorded top priority. 




(Jayarit Prasad) 
Joint Secretary(CNV & AMS) 
December 6, 2000 



Joint Secretarv(EW) 



No: 25/4/NGO - Vol.V 
Ministry of External Affairs 
CNV Division 



Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry looking into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose has asked us to send them 
photocopy of all the files related to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in this Ministry. 
In view of this EE Division is requested to send us all their files on Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose to enable us to take further necessary action. 

This may kindly be accorded top priority. 


j~ 

(Jayant Prasad) 
Joint Secretary(CNV & AMS) 
December 6, 2000 
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JANRAIII NEW DELHI HOOCH 


Dated the 


- 5 DEC 2000 


Dear 3hri Sengupta , 


Kindly refer to your letter no . JMCI/D0C/FGR/99-2000/ 
56/310, dated 1.11,2000, addressed to 3h , Jayant 1'rasad, 

Joint Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, copy endorsed 
to National Archives of India, regarding the proposed visit 
by a team of officials to the British Library, London to 
examine records connected with Netaji. 


In this connection, I would request you to kindly 
advise us about the views of the Commission in respect of the 
likely dates of visit so that we may be able to seek administ- 
rative approval of our parent Ministry of Tourism & Culture 
for the deputation of National Archives official. You are 
also requested to take up the matter for deputation of other 
Officials from the Commission and other Institutions in 
connection with the travel and other expenses. National 
Archives has already offered to meet the cost of microfilm 
copies of the sleeted documents from British Library, London 
after obtaining necessary expenditure sanction from Department 
of Culture, Government of India. 

An early reply is solicited please, to enable us 
to proceed further. 


With regards, 


Yours sincerely, 

S <//— 

(S .Sarkar ) 


Shri P.K. Sengupta , 

Secretary, 

/f Justice Nbkherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

‘ i 1 B‘ Block , 

t Third Floor, „ 

A ll/A, Mirza Ghalib street, 

G? Calcutta - 700087. 

V' 

Copy to Shri Jayant Prasad, Joint Secretary (CNV ) , Ministry of 

External Affairs, South Block, New Delhi for information 
please. 


vA7k 



( S. Sarkar ) 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
NGO Section 



MOST 


W, ^ 

East Asia Division please refer to their note no. C/551/14/90-JP dated 
16.05.2000 regarding files pertaining to the proceedings of Shah Nawaz Committee 
1956. 


While vide US(JK)’s above mentioned note Pt.lll of file no.C/551/5/72-JP 
Pt-lll and file no. C/551/14/90-JP were forwarded to us, part I & II of file no. C/551/5/72- 
JP were not sent. Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry looking into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose has now desired that all parts of the file 
no. C/551/5/72-JP may be sent to them urgently. 


In view of the above, we may request US(JK) to urgently send us all the 
remaining parts of File No. C/551/5/72-JP for onward transmission to Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry. 




(D.B.Bhati) 
Section Officer(NGO) 
06 . 12.2000 
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Parliament Question 

Most Immediate 


Ministry of External Affairs 
East Asia Division 


Reference note from JS(CNV) regarding a Parliament Question on 
documents on Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. 

2. The Mission has conveyed that no document of the kind referred to in the 
Parliament Question appears to have been recently published in Japan. 

3. In response to an earlier Lok Sabha Unstarred Parliament Question No. 
1607, answered on August 2, 2000, the following was sent as reply - 

“A Commission of Inquiry was set up on May 1999 under Section 3 of the 
Commissions of Inquiry Act 1952 (60 of 1952) consisting of Mr. Justice 
M.K.Mukherjee, a retired Judge of the Supreme Court of India. The Commission 
has been asked to inquire into all the facts and circumstances relating to the 
disappearance of Netaji subash Chandra Bose in 1945 including inter-alia as to 
whether the ashes in the Japanese Temple are the ashes of Netaji. The Commission 
of Inquiry has been given extension upto May 2001.” 

4. The above information may be used as inputs in framing reply to the 
Parliament Question. 

5. This issues with the approval of JS(EA). 


JS (CNVf ^ ^ 

s i 



(Amit Kumar) 
US (China) 
November 20, 2000 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
LOK SABHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1607 
TO BE ANSWERED ON 2 nd August, 2000 

BRINGING ASHES OF NETAJI 


1607. DR. RAGHUVANSH PRASAD SINGH: 
SHRI SUKDEO PASWAN: 


Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

be pleased to state the details of the efforts made so far in bringing Netaji’s ashes from Japan? 


ANSWER 


THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI AJIT KUMAR PANJA) 


A Commission of Inquiry was set up on 14 May 1999 under Section 3 of the Commissions of 
j§t Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of 1952) consisting of Mr. Justice M.K. Mukherjee, a retired Judge of 

the Supreme Court of India. The Commission has been asked to inquire into all the facts and 
circumstances relating to the disappearance ofNetaji Subhash Chandra Bose in 1945 including 
inter-alia as to whether the ashes in the Japanese Temple are the ashes of Netaji. The 
Commission of Inquiry has been given extension upto May 2001. 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


Confidential 


Jayant Prasad 
Joint Secretary(CNV) 

Tel: 301-1357 & Fax : 379-2285 


No. 25/4/NGO-VolV 


November 23, 2000 


Dear Di 



declassification of records in connection with papers to be shown to the Justice 
Mukherjse Commission, we notice that the enclosures to your letter proposed for 
declassification did not originate from MEA. There is no question, therefore, of our 
giving any clearance for declassifying them. The papers are apparently extracts o p the 
accession register of the National Museum itself. Your organisation may therefore, like to 
take the view on their declassification. 

2. I might add that on part of this Ministry, we have already conveyed our ‘No 
Objection’ to the Commission viewing Netaji’s treasures. 


Yours sincerely, 



My ant Prasad 


Dr. R. D. Choudhury 
Director General 
National Museum 
New Delhi. 


CC: Mrs. Archlana Ranjan, Director, PMO, New Delhi. 
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Dr.R.D.Choudhury 
Director General 

Phone: 3018159 
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TPS^R HTTpI^R 
NATIONAL MUSEUM 

— — rr TT'-'C- No.F .DGNM-2/2000 

(lov 

November 22 , 2000 


Dear Mr. Prasad, 

This refers to my Secret D.O. letter of even number dated 
November 15,2000 regarding declassification of' records in 
connection with the inquiry into alleged disappear ence of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose which is being inquired into by Justice 
Mukherjee Commission. 

Today Morning I received a telephone call from the PM0 
requesting to expedite the matter at the earliest enabling them 
to file an affidavit in the matter. Thereafter, I received a 
letter from the Direct or ( PM0 ) in this regard (copy enclosed). I, 
then contacted Mr.D.B. Bhati, Section Officer (NG0) in your 
Department who advised to send a copy of the documents 
immediately for declassification. 

Accordingly I am enclosing a copy of two pages documents for 
your kind perusal for declassification. You are requested kindly 
to convey necessary decision- for declassification of these papers 
so that the PM0 could be informed at the earliest. 


With regards, 


Ends: As above-3 Nos. 

Shri Jayant Prasad 

Joint Secretary 

Ministry of External Affairs 

NG0, South Block 

New Delhi 


Yours sincerely, 

Car- 

( R . D . Choudhury ) 
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Janpalh, New Delhi-1 1001 1; Gram: MUSEUM; TefT^iT9272, 3019322; Fax: 3019821: E-mail • rdchoudh@nJr 


MOST IMMEDIATE 



PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 


Offio** of nnraw 



Subject .- Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry’ to enquire into 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Dose - 
Declassification of records. 


National Museum may please refer to their No. F.DGNM- 2/2000 dated 
2.11.2000 addressed by Dr.R.D.Choudhury, Director General, to Ms Sangita 
Gairola, Joint Secretary, MHA. and a copy endorsed to tliis Office, on the above 
subject. 

2. The matter has already been delayed considerably by the Museum. As a 
result of this delay, we have been forced to seek 15 days' time from the 
Commission to fiie our reply and tliis extension would also be over by 30 th 
November, 2000. .Any further delay may invite adverse comments from the 
Commission/ press/ individuals. 

3. It is once again requested that the comments/views of the National 
Museum regarding declassification of papers, a copy of which has already 
been forwarded to the Museum, may please be sent, atonce. 



DIRECTOR 

Tel.No.301-3931 


DR. R.D.Choudhuiy, Director General, National Museum, Janpath, New Dellii. 
P.M.O.U.O.No.G.16(4)/2000-NGO dated 21.11.2000. 
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atlonaj flussum of India 
Extracts from the General AcceBeion Reqioer. Volume I 

Source Short Description Data -Locality 
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Remarks and 
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Location **>/.> 
Room C 1 a 8 s Shelf ^ 


30.xii.53 53.22 


The contents of this page era to be treated under the Official Secrets Act and any 
person divulging them would bo punishable under the aame Act, 


5hri 0.0. Bhatia 
O.S. E4A flinistry 
(A.0.1.) 


Gold Bnd other objects 1945 

taken from Shri Ramemurti 
on 24.9.51 by the Indian 
Embassy at Tokyo 
Pundle No. 1 (oosned ) 

Package i 

Charred rings and pendants 
Package II 

Charred and broken bangles, pins, 
buckles, etc. 

Package III 

Cherred and broken bangles, 
pendants, snuff box, medals 
coins and rings 
Package IV 

Charred necklace pieces medals and rings 
Package V 

Charred eer-ring9, nose rings, 
rings set uith stones mostly 
Package VI 

Charred and broken bangles 
?nd anklets 
Package VII 

Charred and broken rings, nose rings and 

pendente 

Package VIII 


for reasons stated belouf- 
These I.N.A. Treasure Iron safe No.4G 

are kept in a grey steel 
box, locked and covered by 
a diplomatic Bag, sealed 
uith the seal of the N.G.O. 

Section cf the External Affairs 
Ministry at tuo Dlaces in the oresence 
of Shri 0.0. Bhatia 



( '30. *11 S3 

; cnntrf. from pp. 
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Package IX 

Charred necklace, bangles 
broaches end nose rings 
Package X 

Charred ear-rings with 
stones, and rings 
Package XI 
Charred rings 
Package XII 

Charred rings and chain 
Package XIII 

Charred rings and buttons 
Package XIV 
Charred ear-pendents 
Bundle 2 (closed) 

Charred gold mixed uith molten 
mBtal, iron etc* 

Bundle 3 (closed) 

ffetal mostly base and dus£ 
Aye^s lot 

9 pieces of gold, 


These I.N.A* Iron safe No. 48 

Treasure are kept-in 
a grey steel-box, locoked and 
covsrtd by a Diplomatic Bag, 

Sealed uith the Seal of the N.C.O* 
Section of the External Affaire 
flinistry at tuo places in the 
presence of Shri D.D. Bhatia 


said to be 300 grams 


The contents of this page are to be treated under the Official Secrets Acta, and 

any person divulging them would be punishable under the same Act for reasons stated above* 



NATIONAL MUSEUM 


Dr. R.D.Choudhury 
Director General 

Phone: 3018159 



No . F . DGNM-2/2000 
November 22,2000 


Dear Mr. Prasad, 

This refers to my Secret D.Q. letter of even number dated 
November 15,2000 regarding declassification of records in 
connection with the inquiry into alleged disappe arence of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose which is being inquired into by Justice 
Mukherjee Commission. 

Today Morning I received a telephone call from the PM0 
requesting to expedite the matter at the earliest enabling them 
to file an affidavit in the matter. Thereafter, I received a 
letter from the Direct or ( PM0 ) in this regard (copy enclosed). I, 
then contacted Mr.D.B. Bhati, Section Officer (NG0) in your 
Department who advised to send a copy of the documents 
immediately for declassification. 

Accordingly I am enclosing a copy of two pages documents for 
your kind perusal for declassification. You are requested kindly 
to convey necessary decision for declassification of these papers 
so that the PM0 could be informed at the earliest. 

With regards , 

Yours sincerely, 


Ends: As above-3 Nos. 

Shri Jayant Prasad 

Joint Secretary 

Ministry of External Affairs 

NG0, South Block 

New Delhi 


(R.D.Choudhury) 


Copy for information to: 


vx; 


1. Mrs. Archana Ranjan, Director, Prime Minister Office, South Block, New 
Delhi with reference to her letter No.PMO U.0.No.G.l6(4)/2000-NGQ dated 
21.11.2000 . 

2. Shri S.Satyamoorthy, Joint Secretary, Department of Culture. Shastri 
Bhawan, New Delhi. 

yf Mr.D.B. Bhati, Section Of ficer(NGO) , Ministry of External Affairs, Room 
No.l32A, South Block, New Delhi. 







Tit?** 

(R.D.Choudhury) 
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jlW-J. M f^T-110011; 3TT: 3019272, 3019322; 3019821 ' rdchoudh@ndf.VSNL.nct. in 

Janpath, New Delhi-1 10011; Gram: MUSEUM; Tel: 3019272. 3019322; Fax: 3019821; E-mail: rdchoudh@ndf.VSNLnet.in 


'1? feft 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 



JOINT SECRETARY(CNV) 


No. 25/4VNG0-Vol.V November 22. 2000 


Dear Dr. Choudhury, 


Please refer to your D O No F DGNM-2/2000 dated 15 11.2000 regarding 
the declassification of “Treasures of Netaji “ in connection with ongoing inquiry into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose by Justice Mukherjee 
Commission 


We have no objection if the "Treasures of Netaji" sent by this Ministry to 
the National Museum are shown to the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 



Lv'\ H'X -< *- y 

Your sincerely, 


(Jay^^Prasad) 


Dr. R.D.Choudhry, 

Director General. 

National Museum, 

Janpath, New Delhi 

\ 

Copy to: 

Shri P.K.Sengupta, WBHJS(Retd.), Secretaiy, Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
- Inquiry, ‘B’ Block, 11/A, Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087. 





PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 

/ 

SOITH BLOCK 
NEW DELHI-1 10011 



Subject:- Justice Mukheijee Conunission of Inquiry to enquire into 

disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose- declassification 
of records. 


5^ 


Ministry of Extemapkffairs may please refer 
to their U.O.No.25 4/NGO Voir v dated September 19, 2000. on the above 
subject, and today's discussions our Director, Ms Arcltna Ranjan. had with 
JS(CNV).MEA on phone, about the stand taken by the MEA with regard 
to their classified papers before the Commission. It is requested that a copy 
each of the Affidavit s) / letters sent to the Commission may please be sent 
to this Office, per bearer, for our record and utilising the material to 
take appropriate stand before the Commission with regard to MEA 
papers available on our files. 

(P.S.taflyj 

L T nder Secretarv(NGO) 

Tel No. 3792507 



MEAIShri Bhatti. SOCSGOt 

PMO U.O.No.l6(4) 2000-NGO dated 21.11.2000 
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CHfrLL^M. cAcxte^ 






Plff/Appll./Peiilianar/Compl»inant 


_____ Defdt^BMpt. /Accused 

KNOW ALL to whom these present shall come that l/Wtf fyQ/UKtC , ' 

the above-named _ Au>nvA»^ H)- rinhawhy appoint 

-4, j r 7a/\^4(^*yia.'i PM , l-X/^oc^M , Ccr^r^L'T , 

ft vY m /MLS, fi)Ovi foiivtal 7 ^ . tHyX Cer^o 1 , CM.cmM-0, 




(herein after called the advocate/s) to be my/our Advocate In the above-noted case 
authorise him — 

To act, appear and plead in the above-noted case in this Court or in any other Court 
In which the same may be tried or heard and also in the appellate Court including High 
Court subject to payment of fees separately for each court by me/us 

To sign, file, verify and present pleadings, appeals cross-objections or petiotna for 
executions review, revision, withdrawal, compromise or other petitions or affidavits or 
other documents as may be deemed necessary or proper for the prosecution of the said 
case in all its stages subjects to paymentof fees for each stage. 

To file and take back documents, to admit and/or deny the documents of opposite party. 

To withdraw or compromise the said case or submit to arbitration any differences or 
disputes that may arise touching or in any manner relating to the said case 

To take execution proceedings. 

The deposit, draw and receive money, cheques, cash and grant receipts hereof and to 
do all other acts and things which may be necessary to be done for the progress and in the 
course of the prosecution of the said case 

To appoint and instruct any other Legal Practitioner authorising him to exercise the 
power and authority hereby conferred upon the Advocate whenever he may think fit to do 
so and to sign, the power of attorney on our behalf. 

And l/wo the undersigned do hereby agree to ratify and confirm all acts done by the 
Advocate or his substitute in the matter as mv/our own acts, as if done by me/us to all 
intents and purposes \ 

And l/we undertake that l/we or my/our duly authorised agent would appear in Court 
on all hearings and will inform the Advocate for appearance when the case is called. 

And l/we undersigned do hereby agree not to hold the advocate or his substitute 
responsible for the result of the said case. The adjournment costs whenever ordered by the 
Court shall be of the Advocate which he shall receive and retain for hjfflself. 

And l/we the undersigned do hereby agree that in the event of the'whole or part of the 
fee agreed by me/' us to be paid to the advocate remaining unpaid he shall be entitled to 
withdraw from the prosecution of the said case until the same is paid up. The fee settled is 
only for the above case and above Court. I we hereby agree that once the fees is paid, l/we 
will not be entitled for the refund of the same in any case whatsoever and if the case 
prolongs for more than 3 years the original fae shall be paid again by me/us. 

IN WITNESS WHERE OF |/yy£ do hereuntoset my/<>df hand to these presents the 

contents of which have been understood by me/gs onthis -day of 

AS i ( ‘L i oq 

•f- v-v- .**«». ...... a. n. oft.. 

Accepted subject to the terms of the fees. 


Advocate 


Client 


Client 



No. 25/4/NGO-V 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 



I 


21 st November 2000 


Subject: Proceedings before the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Mukherjee Commission 

This is to inform you that we have no witness to examine on our 
behalf before the Hon’ble Commission at this stage. If such occasion arises later, 
we shall place the same forthwith before the Hon’ble Commission. 


^ v • vu, — f*' 

(Jayhnt Prasad) 

( ' Joint-Secretary(CNV) 


Shri T. Pal, 

Advocate & Sr Counsel for the Govt, of India, 

Before the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Mukherjee Commission. 
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Dr. R.D. Choudhury 


Director General 


D O. NO F.DGNM-2/2000 


November 1 5, 2000 


Dear Mr. Prasad, 

I am enclosing a copy of the secret d o. letter No.F.I . 120 14/1 3/2000-IS 9D 111), 
dated November 8, 2000 from Ms. Sangita Gairola, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Home 
Affairs, North Block, New Delhi regarding the declassification of "Treasures of Netaji" 
in connection with ongoing inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose by Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. In her letter she has 
mentioned that "Under the Departmental Security Instructions the Department, from 
where the concerned classified document/material has originated, shall be competent to 
revise the classification/grading of the same" 

As per our records Treasures of Netaji was received by us from Ministry of 
External Affairs. So the Ministry of External Affairs becomes the originating Ministry in 
the matter. 

May I, therefore, request you kindly to advise whether these Treasures could be 
shown to the Commission. 

With regards, 



Joint Secretary 

Ministry of External Affairs (NGO) 
South Block 
New Delhi 


(R D Choudhury) 


Yours sincerely. 
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Office of DGNNl 
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Please refer to your d.o. letter No • F . DGNM-2 / 2 0 0 0 
dated 2nd november, 2000 regarding declassification of 
treasures of Netaji in connection with the ongoing inquiry 
i' nto the alleged disappearance of ( Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose by Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. As you 
are aware, under the Departmental , Security Instructions 
the Department,' from where the . concerned classified 
document/material has originated, j^hall be competent to 
revise the c 1 a s s i f i ca t i on / g r ad i ng of; the same. 


v**.i 


2J. I shall be grateful if you could have the matter 

examined from the above mentioned point of view in 
consultation with the originating Department and take a 
view accordingly under intimation to, us. \ 
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Yours s incerely , 

J/tAdtii Jjavxhs 

( SANG IT A GAl ROLA) 
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Dr. R.D. Choudhury, 
Director General, 
National Museum, 
Janpa th , 

NEW DELHI. 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 
PARLIAMENT QUESTION 




No.25/4/NGO-(Vol.-VI) 
Ministry of External Affairs 

ICNV Division) 


Enclosed herewith is a copy of Unstarred Lok Sabha Question 
No. 597 to be answered by EAM on November 22, 2000, along with a report 
published in the Hindustan Times of October 29, 2000 regarding documents on 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

2. JS(EW) may please urgently forward her comments about the 

documents of British Archives mentioned in the HT report to enable this 
Division to finalise reply to the Question. 



L (Jay ant Prasad) 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 
17.11.2000. 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 
PARLIAMENT QUESTION 
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No.25/4/NGO-(Vol.-VI) 
Ministry of External Affairs 

(CNV Division) 


Enclosed herewith is a copy of Unstarred Lok Sabha Question 
No. 597 to be answered by EAM on November 22, 2000, along with a report 
published in the Hindustan Times of October 29, 2000 regarding documents on 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

2. JS(EA) may please urgently forward his comments about the 

documents in Japan mentioned in the HT report to enable this Division to 
finalise reply to the Question. 


JS(EA) 

- ‘ 



• ' (Jay ant Prasad) 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 
17.11.2000. 
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Secretary, 

Justice Mukherji Commission of inquiry, 
11/A. Mirza Ghalib Street Calcutta. 
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File No. 25/14/NGO-52 
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Pavan Kapoor 

Tel No.: (00-44-171) 836 8484 Exm. 164 

First Secretary (Pol.) 

Fax No.: (00-44-171) 836 6695 


To: 

MS BHASWATI MUKHERJEE, JS(EW) 

fax No.: 009111 3794142 

Mission/Company: 

Ministry of External Affairs 

Department: 


Copy to: 
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FUe So.: 

Dale: 

So. of pages (including this): 


22.2.2000 
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In case of difficulty with this irons mission, please ring (0171) 836 8484 Exin. 164 
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Message 

CRASH CRASH CRASH 

Your fax of date to DHC regarding Lok Sabha Provisional 
Starred Question Diary No. 2385 regarding Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose for answer on 1st March, 2000. 

Our inputs are as follows for parts c, d & e: 


(c) As per the information available from the Records and Historical 
Division of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office virtually all British 
records relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, which are more than 
30 years old, are in the public domain at the Public Records Office or 
at the British Library. (A note received from the FCO in this regard is 
enclosed). You will note that 751 files and volumes relating to the 
period 1913-1947 were put into the public domain in the British Library 
in August 1997. The only papers which are still not in the public 
domain are: 


- a few papers in the files of the Intelligence and Security 
Agencies which do not add to the substantive account in the IPI Office 
collection. These Intelligence records are withheld from release with 
the approval of the Lord Chancellor, in accordance with Section 3(4) 
of the Public Records Acts; 


2 


it# * 

■ fC 




-one paper from the I PI collection which is retained on grounds 
of continuing personal sensitivity. 


(d) & (e) We are not aware of any request by the Government to the 
UK Government to have such papers put in the public domain. 




(Pavan Kapoor) 




BRITISH 1USCOXDB ON TOSHAS CHANDRA BOBS 


1. Virtually all Sritieh records relating to Subhae Chandra 
Bose, which art mort than 30 years old, have been released at 
the Public Record Office and at the British Library. 


2 . Public Record Office: 

3 - Bri t is h , .I/ibr 4 .SY i 


See attached list for 1945-47. 

Sea attached note. This is a 
collection of 1913-1947 fries of 
the Indian Political 
Intelligence organisation (IPX) 
in the series L/P t J/12 Public 
and Judicial Department 
(Separate? . Released August 
1997 . 


3. The only papers which remain closed are: 

a few papers in the files of the Intelligence and 
Security Agencies which do not add to the 
substantive account in the IPX Office collection. 
These Intelligence records are withheld from 
release with the approval of the Lord Chancellor, 
in accordance with Section 3(4) of the Public 
Records Acte; 

- one paper from the IPX collection whieh is retained 
on grounds of continuing personal sensitivity. 


Records and Historical Department 
18 February 2000 
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NO 203/515 Apl 19^5 


jaoanesa-tndian fofeA# CodMAP^ ? 
to activities 


S16 Aug 1945 Japanese-Indian Forces Command.: 

supplementary guide to Indian national 
Army in Malaya 

22 9 B Aug 1945 Malaya: disposal, status, brief history 

of Indian National Army 

4673 Aug -Dec Indian National Army 

1945 
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wo 208/804A Nov 42- Indian traitors, fifth columnists 

Nov 45 trained by Japanese: Indian Independent 

League: Indian National Army: survey 

of various organisations employed by 
Japanese for espionage, sabotage, 
propaganda: reports on activities: 

British counter measures 

WO 208/3812 1942-7 Subhas Chandra Bose: activities and 

death 


FO 371/56774 1946 Indian-Soviet relations (N277/136/38* 

press article). 
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751 file* md volumes 

The Public and Judicial (Separate) P&J(S) or POL<S) serks of the former India 
Office comprise Ac files of (be Indian Political Intelligence organisation (1 P I), 

| P I wa*_a shadowy and formerly non-a vowed organisation, widun the Public and 
Judicial Department of the India Office in London, devoted to die internal and 
external security of British India. 

la consequence of the development of Indian anarchist activities in England in 
1909, the India Office suggested (alter consultation with Scotland Yard and the 
Government of India) that an officer of the Indian Police should be placed on 
deputation in England. The organisation he headed was first called the Indian 
Political Intelligence Office, but the name finally decided on for this organisation in 
1921 was Indian Political Intelligence or ‘I P I*. 

Major John Arnold Wallioger, a senior Indian Police officer wa* deputed to 
England in 1910 'for the purpose of observations upon Indian revolutionaries and 
criminals (cmnecmd with India) of all nationalities'. This activity increased during 
the Pint World War. In view of war conditions. Wal linger was provided with an 
assistant. Philip C Vickery. Indian Police, in 1915. whose duty was to 'watch anti- 
British conspiracies in England and Europe, so for as they affect Indian interests’ 
end Indian coospiramrs attempting to attack the British government of India. During 
the First World War the infor ma l ion collected with regard to German effbro so 
create dwatisfacuofi among Indians in Europe became of great value to die War 
Office and Vickery worked in close co-ordination with Military Intelligence hn 
Europe to 1919 and also in the United States, returning m duty in Indie is 1923. 

Other semes officers deputed from the Indian Police intelligence division to I P I 
included Paul Biggane. 1922 to 1923; Charles Augustus Tegart 1918 fio 1923 ark 
John Hunter Adam, 1923. John Wallinger retired in April 1925 and was succeeded 
by Vickery as head of I P I ir October 1926. Vickery remained 1 P I chief until the 
organisation was closed in August 1947 and transferred to T G Sartjevi Pillar, 
Director Intelligence Bureau. Government of India. In 1950 the remans of 1 P I s 
organisation became known as the OS4 branch of the Security Service (MI S) 

After the 1935 Government of India Act. 1 P 1 became a subsidiary of (he 
Intelligence Bureau, although m practice it was autonomous. I P I was run jointly 
by the India Office and the Government of India. UK, Europe and American 
operations were run by I P I tn London. Indian operation* were run by the Director 
of the Intelligence Bureau, Home Department, Government of India or D I B. (abo 
known in India as the Secret Service). A Central Intelligence Officer in each 
province of India (usually seconded from the local police force) received 
information by close liaison with the Provincial Intelligence Branches and from 
sources run within the provinces and other informal sources. 
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PUBLIC AND JUDICIAL DEFAJtTMENT (5EFARATB) fJUU 

IPIreparvd to die Secretary or the Public and Judicial Department of the India 
Office, the Director, Criminal Intelligence India and mturoiaKi cl on e with, 

Scotland Yard and M1.5. I P I shared accommodation with ML 5 from 1924. Whan 
thic was bombed in 19*0 the organisation moved with MI. 5 a> Oxford, returning to 
London in 1945. 

From the early days of the existence of I P I. die security aspects of to fika and 
papers necssitated their being kept separate from the routine papers controlled by 
the Public and Judicial Departments registry and filing tywams. A separate system 
of numbering and registration was maintained within the PftJ Department. Prom 
1924 the Separate files were registered m annual file cycles. The registry system 
order has been respected tn the listing below as hr as possible. Some unregistered 
files and teems kept by the organisation have been pieced at the end of the list. The 
original P4J(S) rag is tare have been retained by the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office. 

The files were a catch-all for India Office political Intelligence data, including 
correspondence with the Director of the Intelligence Bureau in India (D I B). on 
intelligence matters about pre- Independence India. They include touch material 
originating with the Security Service (Ml. 5) and the Secret Intelligence Service 
(S I S or MI.6) and Scotland Yard’s Special Branch. The files contain intelligence 
data on coremuntnti and other Indian political or revolutionary movements (notably 
the Communist Party) in India between 1916 to 1947: surveillance at Indian 
revolutionaries abroad and British and foreign sympathisers; proscription of certain 
publications; censorship of mails; notat and reports on personalities, intercepted 
letters and passport controls. According to one I P I officer these records differ 
little from records maintained by Ml.S and MI.6. The files expose in detail the 
existence and operations of a secret intelligence organisation operating both is 
Europe and the USA. 1 P I was also the India/Burma section of Ml.S. and H was 
the only Imperial or Dominion intelligence agency which was permitted to ope r ate 
out of London. 

In the 1960s the Commonwealth Relations Office regi st ere d all PlkJ(S) files as 
records to be retained for more don thirty years under Section 3(4) of the Public 
Records Act 1958 on the understanding that the files ware to be retained for a 
hundred years or until a farther review was undertaken. From 1977 some files were 
released and remained open to the public until 1981. la April i98i the files (with 
the exception of the local government forxnighdy reports on the political situation) 
were removed from the India Office Library and Records to die Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office for review and vetting. Working under the guidelines of die 
'Open Government’ initiative of the 1990a. the Sensitivity Review Unit of the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office returned a large number of the files to the India 
Office Records in December 1996. The archive is so far unique * the only known 
instance of a British Intelligence organisation's archives being opened to the public 
for research. 

Release date: Monday 1 1 August 1997 Contact telephone numbers 

Jill Oebcr 0171 4127832 
Tony Farrington 0171 412 7837 
Fax: 0171 412 7858 
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MS BHASWATI MUKHERJEE, JSfEW) 

Fax No.: 0091 1 1 3794142 

Mission/Company: 

Ministry of Externa! Affairs 
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In case of difficulty with this transmission, please ring (0171) 836 8*84 Extn 164 
Message 

CRASH CRASH CRASH 

Your fax of date to DHC regarding lok Sabha Provisional 
Starred Question Diary No. 2385 regarding Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose for answer on 1st March, 2000. 

Our inputs are as follows for parts c, d & e: 

(c) As per the information available from the Records and Historical 
Division of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office virtually all British 
records relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, which are more than 
30 years old, are in the public domain at the Public Records Office or 
at the British Library. (A note received from the FCO in this regard is 
enclosed). You will note that 751 files and volumes relating to the 
period 1913-1947 were put into the public domain in the British Library 
in August 1997. The only papers which are still not in the public 
domain are: 

- a few papers in the files of the Intelligence and Security 
Agencies which do not add to the substantive account in the IPI Office 
collection. These Intelligence records are withheld from release with 
the approval of the Lord Chancellor, in accordance with Section 3(4) 
of the Public Records Acts; 


c c 5 - 
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-one paper from the IPI collection which is retained on grounds 
of continuing personal sensitivity. 


(d) & (e) We are not aware of any request by the Government to the 
UK Government to have such papers put in the public domain. 


Iva 






(Pavan Kapoor) 
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BRITISH Ha CO RUB OK SUBHAfl CKAKDKA BOSS 


1. Virtually all British records relating to Subha s Chandra 
Bose, which ara more than 30 years old, have bean released at 
the Public Record Office and at the British Library. 



9ee attached list for 1945-47. 

3. British Library: 

See attached note. This is a 

collection of 1913-1947 files ©f 

the Indian Political 

Intelligence organisation (IPI) 
in the series L/P a J/12 Public 
and Judicial Department 
(Separate) . Released August 
1997. 


3. The only papers which remain cloeed are: 

a few papere in the files of the Intelligence and 
Security Agencies which do not add to the 
substantive account in the IPX Office collection. 
These Intelligence records are withheld from 
release with the approval of the Lord Chancellor, 
in accordance with Section 3(4) of the Public 
Records Acte; 

- one paper frem the ipi collection which is retained 
on grounds of continuing personal sensitivity. 

Records and Historical Department 
IB February 2000 
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Japsneae-Indian Forces Command: 
supplementary guide to Indian National 
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Aug 1945 

Malaya: disposal, status* bciaf 

of Indian National Array 
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Indian National Amy 
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WO 208/804A Nov 42* 
NOV 45 


WO 208/3812 1942-7 
FO 371/56774 1946 


Indian traitor*, fifth columnists 
trained by Japanese: Indian Independent 
League: Indian National Army: survey 

of various organisations employed by 
Japanese for espionage, sabotage, 
propaganda: reports on activities: 

British counter measures 

Subbas Chandra Bose: activities and 
death 

Indian-Soviet relations (N27 7/136/38 s 
press article ) . 
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751 files and volumes 

The Public and Judicial (Svante) P«fcJ(S) or POL(S) series of the former India 
Offic* comprise die files of (be Indian Political Intelligence or ganisa tion (1 P I). 

I P I was a shadowy and formerly ncn-i vowed organisation, within the Public and 
Judicial Department of tbe India Office in London, devoted to the internal and 
external security of British India. 

Is consequence of the development of Indian anarchist activity* in England in 
1909, the India Office suggested (after consultation with Scotland Yard and the 
Government of India) that an officer of the Indian Police should be placed on 
deputation in England. The organisation he headed was first called the Indian 
Political Intelligence Office, but the name finally decided on for this organisation in 
1921 was Indian Political Intelligence or *1 P I’. 

Major John Arnold Waliinger, a senior Indian Police officer wa deputed to 
England in 1910 'for the purpose of observations upon Indian revolutionaries and 
criminals (connected with India) of all nationalities*. This activity increased during 
the Pint World War. In view of war conditions, waliinger was provided with an 
assistant, Philip C Vickery. Indian Police, in 1915. whose duty was to 'watch anti- 
British conspiracies in England and Europe, so far as they affect Indian interests' 
and Indian conspirators attempting to attack the British government of India. During 
the First World War the information collected with regard to German effort* so 
create dissatisfaction among Indians in Europe became of great value to the War 
Office and Vickery worked in close co-ordination with Military Intelligence in 
Europe to 1919 and also in the United States, returning to duty in India ia 1923. 

Other senior officers deputed from the Indian Police intelligence division to I P I 
included Panl Blggane, 1922 to 1923; Charles Augustus Tegfirt 1918 to 1923 and 
John Hunter Adam, 1923. John Waliinger retired in April 1926 and was succeeded 
by Vickery as head of 1 P 1 in October 1926. Vickery remained 1 P I chief until the 
organisation was closed in August 1947 and transferred to T G Saqjevi Pillai. 
Director Intelligence Bureau. Government of India. In 1950 the remain of 1 P l's 
organisation became kno w n as the 0$4 branch of the Security Service (MI. 5). 

After the 1935 Government of India Act. I P I became a subsidiary of die 
Intelligence Bureau, although m practice it was autonomous. ( P I was nut jointly 
by the India Office and the Government of India. UK. Europe and American 
operations were run by I P I m London. Indian operations were run by dm Director 
of the Intelligence Bureau. Home Department, Government of India or D I B. (also 
known in India as the Secret Service). A Central Intelligence Officer in each 
province of India (us unity seconded from the local police farce) received 
information by close liaison with the Provincial Intelligence Breaches and from 
sources run within tbe provinces and other informal sources. 
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UMdn* PUBLIC aND JUDICIAL DEPAKTMEhT (SPAhATO) P1LBS 

I P I reported to the Secretary of toe Public and JudieuI Department of the India 
Office, (he Director. Criminal Intelligence India and maincunad cloae contact wtth 
Scotland Yard and MI.5. 1 P I shared accoaunodadon with ML 5 from 1924. When 
this was bombed in 1940 the organisation moved with M3.5 *> Oxford, returning to 
London in 1945. 

From the early days of die ex essence of I P 1. die security aspects of to fiksand 
papers necessitated their being kept sep a r ate from the routine papers controlled by 
the Public and Judicial Department's registry and filing systems. A separate system 
of numbering and registration was maintained within the P&J Department. Prom 
1924 the Separate files were registered in annual file cycles. The registry system 
order has been respected in the listing below as far as possible. Some unregistered 
files and items kept by the organisation have been placed at the end of tbe list. The 
original PftJ(S) registers have been retained by the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office. 

The files were a catch-all for India Office political intelligence data, including 
correspondence with did Director of (be Intelligence Bureau in India (D I B). on 
intelligence matters about pre-Independence India. They include modi material 
originating with the Security Service (Ml.S) and die Secret Intelligence Service 
(5 I S or ML 6) and Scotland Yard’s Special Branch. The files contain intelligence 
daa on communism and other Indian political or revolutionary movements (notably 
the Communist Party) in India between 1916 to 1947: surveillance of Indian 
revolutionaries abroad and British and foreign sympathiser!: proscription of certain 
publications; censorship of mails; notes and reports on personalities, intercepted 
letters and passport controls. According to one I P I officer these records differ 
little from records maintained by Ml. 5 and MI. 6 The files expose in detail tbe 
existence and operations of a secret intelligence organisation operating both is 
Europe and the USA. I F I was also the Inda/Burma section of Ml.S. and *t was 
the only imperial or Dominion intelligence agency which was permitted to operate 
out of London. 

In the 1950s the Commonwealth Relations Office registered all PfcJ(S) files as 
records to be retained for more than thirty years under Section 3(4) of the Public 
Records Act 1958 on the understanding that the files ware to be retained for a 
hundred years or until a further review was undertaken. From 1977 some files were 
relented and remained open to the public until 1981. la April ]98l the files (with 
the exception of the local government fortnightly reports on the political situation) 
were removed from the India Office Library and Records » die Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office for review and vetting. Working under the guidelines of the 
'Open Government’ initiative of the 1990s. the Sensitivity Review Unit of the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office returned a large number of tbe files to the India 
Office Records in December 1996. The archive is so far unique • toe only known 
instance of a British intelligence organisation's archives being opened to dm public 
for research. 

Release date: Monday 11 August 1997 Contact telephone numbers 

Jill Oebcr 0H1 412 7832 
Tony Farrington 0171 412 7837 
F«: 0171 412 7858 
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1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087 

{%) 

REGISTERED 1 WiTH A 'D. 

)R/9 9*2000/5 6/3 10* 








«T9 


^\V\ Phone: 

216-2,76^-68 & 216-2835 

216-2765 
e-mail 

:\uscb@cal3.vsnl.nct.in 




i P.K.Sengupta# WBHJ 5 (Retd , ) » 
rotary 

i Jay ant Prasad# '<••• 
nt secretary (C nv ) # 
ietry a i External Affairs# 
thP'BlocK# 

Delhi^UOOOl. 


Calcutta, dated, the i % % i , 20 0 Ov 


?\ prlUlJks 

■ T5/CWT / X' 

/ />//y 


■" R5ST1 rfcitetfs&e© to your. ».o. no*3B/4/mg©‘*vo1*v .dated 
September IB #2000 and your D*D* of even ub* dated October 
17*2000* I am directed to Gtate that X had a discussion with 
•2r*SttKunmr' s&rkai ^Director 'CpJWJtsr&X &£■ i'aticbal Archives # 
Government of India® during my visit to New Delhi in the third 
week of octob6r*2OG0 regarding perusal of declassified British 
Government records • when Dr, Sarkor ro*iter£'c.ed hie earlier 
proposal of visit to the British library in London by a joint 
'team ©i tho CtramiWiiou Arid fchtu. National Archives, in order to 
# find OVA', whether any mnt.cric.ln' rsXov&rffc - 16 the inquiry of the 
.. t aX 10 ''’' Commission is available in the declassified files /records 

yU ■ 






lying in tft& British Library*. Dr* swr&ar also told that th 9 
National Archives would beer' alrora its . mrti fund the costs of 
obtaining copies, of documents or files, from the records in the 
British Library, in this eonrussrtiosi you.' may also refer to D*0, 
No*F*2D«2(?>/2000.cc* dated September. 5 *2000 of Dr.Sarkar 
addressed to Ha.Dhaovati Mukherjee* Joint secretary# Ministry 
of External Affairs# oovtarraaanc or India (copy enclosed)* 

1 am further diree-fcacl to sfcat;& that' 'after taking . into 
is <*. ♦ conaidoffation th« vihwa .&£ th<* fti nistry of External Affairs and 
of glia hlructor General of the National Archives of Xndia#it 
t hue been decided by, the Commission tlrat a programme for visiting 
7 J ct ' zh& British Library by a Joint team of the. Commission ana the , 
Sth~ r J- ^ fitioriGl ' Archives <bf. India in ord^r to identify the relevant 
paixurs/records should be drawn up In' consultation with the 
Director of national • Archival and the Ministry, of External 
Affairs# Government of India. 

br.Garkar is being requested to draw up a draft 

pr^r^rtsKao in conault««tion with the WihLatry of External Affairs 
and asnd the .aar^o to tho Cprpjiaui.on f 0 ;: its - approval as quicldy 


" rlP,t 



as possible. / ^ ■ Yours faithfully. 

NQ. JdCl/Ooo/F Oh / g.9r.gOO Q/5g/3 10/01 . ’ ' 1 lP, ’§eore8a^?* 5 

Dated 1 i*tX»iod’(3 t 

Caijy forwarded to Dr.Sukumer Sarkar .Director General of 
National Arcnivss#Nationai Arch ivee of Indie #Govt. of India# 
Jsnpath#New beini-1 10001 * for h.ts Kind information and favour 
of tailing nscecsary action in the line noted above* 

( P^K.Sengupta) 

. . • Secretary • A 



3TO* 


Jay ant Prasad 
Joint Secretary(CNV) 

Tel:301-1 357 & Fax: 379-2285 


No.25/4/NGO-VoI.V 


by post 

— 

f^9T fi'-llvld', »|f 1 • " r .'i 1 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 



Dear Shri Sengupta, 


This is farther to our letter of even number dated September 18, 2000 
regarding the de-classified British Government records that might have some bearing 
on the mandate of the Commission. 





i 




2. At our behest, our. High Commission had promptly written to British 

Foreign Office in the matter. The Foreign Office, in turn, contacted the Head of the 
Oriental India Office Library Collections at the British Library. The Head of the 
India Office Library has conveyed that he would welcome a visit from the National 
Archives of India and/or Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to examine the 
records. The High Commission has further been informed that these files have 
additionally been transferred to microfiche, which can be purchased should there be 
a further need to study the information back in India. We are now inquiring about the 
purchase price of the microfiche records 


3. Meanwhile, the High Commission also received a letter from the Oriental 

and India Office Collections of the British Library regarding the preparations that 
will be required to ensure that the visit by the Justice Mukherjee will be successful. I 
am enclosing a self-explanatory copy of this letter. 


4. We are now awaiting the response of the Commission to the suggestions 

made by us for an in situ examination of the newly available declassified British 
records. 


Shri P.K.Sengupta, WBHJSfRetd.) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherji Commission of Inquiry 
Calcutta. 


be*J- fc- 

Yours sincerely, 



JaVam Prasad 


CC : Shri Nareshwar Dayal, High Commissioner of India, London. 



No. 25/4/NGO/Vol.V 


September 18, 2000 


Dear Shri Sengupta, 

I am writing apropos your letter of August 28, 2000 regarding the declassified 
British Government records (comprising some 700 files) that might have some bearing on 
the mandate of the Commission on which Justice Mukherjee had been in touch directly 
with our High Commissioner in London, Shri Nareshwar Dayal. I regret it has taken us a 
while to respond to your letters since I had been continuously on tour abroad. 



Our High Commission is pursuing with the British Foreign Office the possibility 
of retrieving from the British authorities any available documentation pertaining to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose that may be contained in the 700 unpublished files originating in 
the India Office’s Public and Judicial Department in London, which are now public and 
have been placed with the India Office Records, Oriental and India Office Collections, 
London. 


L. 



Meanwhile, the Ministry of External Affairs recommends that the Commission 
* 1 /should arrange to visit London for an in-situ examination of the files to find out whether 

S M or not they contain any material relevant to~~the work of the Commission. Alternately, 

1 they could mandate the Director, National Archives of India, to undertake this task on 
behalf of the Commission. Our High Commissioner in London has been consulted on this 
and concurs fully in this suggestion. 

( J Yours sincerely, 

Shri P.K. Sengupta 

Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry 
Calcutta 






(jf: 


Justice Muklierjee Comnijssiuu of-imjuiry 

for inquiry inlo (he alleged disappearance of 
Nctaji Subhas Chandra liose 
* Block (3rd floor) 

l I/A Mirza Ghalib Sired, CaIculla-700 087 


I'llOttG I 

033-2 16-2705/ 
033-2i6~SUJ35 . 

Fox t 

03 3-21G-27G5 


7/UC//.J3P.C.C£ , .OaVS.3-20O3/56/24? BY SP££Q PQSTCalaitta, doled, the .jLX+£l!&+3,tlQSi.. 
From i 

Sri P.K. Sengupta ,W8H JS ( Retd « ) 

Secretary . 


To 

Sri J^yant Prcsadj IAS 
Joint Secretary y 
Ministry of teniai --if fairs* 
South Slock* 

Mew pelhi-UO 001 > 


Subt Files numbering 700 originating in 
• the India office’s Public and 
Judicial bepartmaat* London and novr 
available in the British Library. 

Ref t The Commission's letter Noa.JMCl/DOC 
(FOR)/99~2000/56/45 dated 27.4.2000 
and JVCZ/DOC'ron )/99~20C0/S6/252 
dated 23 .8 *2000. 


Sir* 


I am directed to invite a referen ee to the Commission* - 
ab ^v<9~quoted letters on the aforesaid subject and to say that 
no reply whatsoever h:s yet been received from your end. 

In furtherance of the above-quotad lettero* I .am 

directed to invite your notice to the nows published under the 

• $ 

caption 'Britain to allow access to Eetaji documents' in 
'The Statesstan ' dated September 10* 2000* particularly trie 
paragraph nos* i and 2 of the aforesaid news* and to request 
you once again to pursue the matter with tho u.K. Government 
so that the Commission may have access without any further 
delay to all tna documents* files* records etc. relating to 
Nataji in the possession of the U.K. Government. 



I am further directed to request you to treat the 
matter as extremely urgent and to take necessary effective 
steps with an Intimation to tho Commission. 


\ 

\ 



Yours fsithfullv* 

, ‘ 

( P. fC. Sengdpta 

Secretary 


contd. .... 


pg.2. 




13 April 2000 

Mr Anil Mukherjce 
Deputy Speaker • ; j 
Legislative Assembly 
Calcutta .;V 




Dear Mr MtiMMtfmi 


V 1/* 


ms : 


[b 



British Deputy' 

High Commission 
Calcutta 

. 1, Ho Chi Minh Sarani 
Calcutta 700 071 

■ ’ Telephone: 288-3681 (D) 288-5 1 72/(5 
E-mail*. Mamak.De®CAjeuUa.mail.fco gov. ul. 
Fax: 288-3435 


Thank you for. yoyt'- letter of 1 March to our Deputy High Commissioner, 
Mitchmer, regardingiiSgblassifiecl records onNetaji Subhas Chandra. Bose. 


; Dr John 




I had taken up the matter with the India Office Records, Oriental and India Office 
Collections, London* /The records that have recently been released (w 1997) are a series 
of files which originated in the India Office's Public and Judicial Department in London. 
However, The files (Which number 700) have not'been published. The files themselves 
are available for consultation in the Reading Room. The files are public records and are 
open to researche^iWho are. required to apply for a Reader's Pass from the British 
Library's Reader A&iiisisiionsi .Office,' 96 Huston Road, London M W I 2D$,' 

f However, since the files have not been published the only way for accessing them will be 
through a personal visit to tire India Office Records, Oriental and India Office. Collections 
in London. 


Thanking you, 


, ' . V. T \ 

. ’ 


5 « 

/• f * \z , ; .* * 1 

‘ • 4 

c ' ; 

. v * * * •« • 


Yours sincerely, 


• . 


^Jli 

MAINAK D£ 
Press & Public Affairs Adviser 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ' 

ffl MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

LOKSABHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1092 

TO BE ANSWERED ON 01/03/2000 

RESEARCH ON NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE 

1092. SHRI MOINUL HAS SAN ‘ 

Will the Minister of External Affairs be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Government have requested the Russian Government to open the 
archives to Indian scholars researching on Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose; 

(b) if so, whether the Government have received any response from the Russian 
Government in this regard; 

(c) whether some of the documents concerning Netaji kept under the custody of the 
U.K. Government are still denied access to scholars; 

(d) if so, whether the Government have moved the concerned authorities to open up 
such papers to those who would like to go through these papers; and 

(e) if so, the details thereof? 


ANSWER 

MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI JASWANT SINGH) 

(a) & (b) Attempts have been made at the official level to find out from the Russian 
Government whether there were documents pertaining to Netaji available with them. In 
response we were informed by the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on January 8, 
1992 that “according to the data in the Central and Republican Archives, no information 
whatsoever is available on the stay of former President of the Indian National Congress, 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in the Soviet Union in 1945 and in subsequent years". 
Thereafter, on September 27, 1995, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian 
Federation informed that “as a result of the investigations carried out at the Central 
Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service of Russia and the Russian Centre for 
Retention and Perusal of documents on Modem History, no information whatsoever has 
come to light on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR 
in 1945 and in subsequent years”. The State Archive Service of the Russian Federation 
informed on August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for Preservation of Historical Documental 
Collection does not have any information on Subhash Chandra Bose”. 

(c), (d) & (e) The British Government have informed that “virtually all British records 
relating to Subhash Chandra Bose, which are more than 30 years old, have been released 
at the Public Record Office and at the British Library”. The British Government have 
further informed that “the only papers which remain closed are: (i) a few papers in the 
files of the Intelligence and Security Agencies that do not add to the substantive account 
in the Indian Political Intelligence organisation collection; and (ii) one paper from the 
Indian Political Intelligence organisation collection which is retained on grounds of 
continuing personal sensitivity”. 




DO NO F DGNM-2/2000 


WFT 'fUTs?VcrT<T 
NATIONAL MUSEUM 


Dr. R.D. Choudhury 


Director General 


November 15, 2000 


Dear Mr Prasad. 

1 am enclosing a copy of the secret do letter No F.I. 1201 4/1 3/2000-IS 9D.I1I), 
dated November 8, 2000 from Ms. Sangita Gairola, Joint Secretary', Ministry of Home 
Affairs, North Block, New Delhi regarding the declassification of "Treasures ofNetaji" 
in connection with ongoing inquiry' into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose by Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. In her letter she has 
mentioned that "Under the Departmental Security Instructions the Department, from 
where the concerned classified document/material has originated, shall be competent to 
revise the classification/grading of the same". 

As per our records Treasures of Netaji was received by us from Ministry' of 
External Affairs So the Ministry of External Affairs becomes the originating Ministry' in 
the matter 

May I, therefore, request you kindly to advise whether these Treasures could be 
show n to the Commission 

With regards. 


Yours sincerely. 


(R.D. Choudhury') 


Shri Jayant Prasad 
Joint Secretary' 

Ministry of External Affairs (NGO) 

South Block 
New Delhi 

Copy to 

1 Ms Sangita Gairola. Joint Secretary. Ministry of Home Affairs. North Block. New Delhi. 

2 Shn S Sathyamoorthy. Joint Secretary. Department of Culture. New Delhi. 

V Shn Ravi Mittal. Director. Cabinet Secretariat. Rashtrapati Bhavan. New Dclhi. 

4 Ms Humcra Ahmed. Director. Department of Culture. New Delhi. 

Shn G.B. Singh. Director. Ministry of Defence. History Division. West B Block. No. 8. R.K. 
Puram. Sector- 1. New Del hi -66 

5 Shn P. Mchcndi ~ r. IB. Ministn of Home Affairs. North Block. New Delhi 

Shn CO Thoma limstry of External Affairs. South 8Jock ? New Delhi 





I R T>-Choi*3JwnT 


tiro, M f?r?fr-ll00ll, «UT : : 091-11-3018159, 3018046, TTFt : 091-1 1-3019821 

Janpalh. New Oclhi-1 10011: Gram MUSEUM: Tel O91-U-30I8159. 3018046: Fax : 091-1 1-3019821 


SANGITA^GAIROL 

Trftm Tfirni y 

'Joint secretary 

TEL: 3015 736 


* SECRET/MOST IMMEDIATE 

• .0. No . 1 ,12 014/1 3^/ 2 000- jS( D. Ill) 

« GOVERNMENT OE INDIA 


Dear Dr, Choudhury, 








^ WZTcW 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

rvi 4 

8th November, 2000 
Office of DGNM 

Oy.-No.JlKS.6- 




TO® 

: 'l»v: 

■-U, V 
: r*\*‘ 


\ - 
A* 

ft 

•;v - •• 

v. ;• •- 
.V;i/ 


Please refer to your d.o. letter No . F . DGNM-2 / 2 0 0 0 
dated 2nd november, 2 000 regardirtg de c 1 a ss i f i ca t i on of 
treasures of Netaji in connection with the ongoing inquiry 
into the alleged disappearance ofJ’Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose by Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, As you 
are aware, under the Depar tmen t al 1 Securi ty Instructions 
the Department,' from where the concerned classified 
ddcumen t /mat er ial has originated, Jshall be competent to 
revise the classif icat ion /grading oil, the same.. 

i * 

* f 

2;. I shall be grateful if you could have the matter 
examined from the above mentioned point of view in 
consultation with the originating pepartment and take a 




•NV- 


view accordingly under intimation tojus. 

*, * 


\ 


Yours s incerely , 



%*. **« 




I 


;>V; 


Dr. R.D. Choudhury, 
Director General, 
National Museum, 
Janpa th , 

NEW DELHI. 




Av* 




bcJ< *ff' 






*> * 
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V 


Ministry of External Affairs 
(CNV Division) 


Ministry of Home Affairs may kindly refer to their OM No. 11/13012/78/2000- 

1S(US D.1V) dated November 15, 2000 regarding Lok Sabha Starred Question No 26 

regarding Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Enquiry Commission Parawise comments of this 
Ministry are as under:- 

(a) For MHA to reply. 

(b) Yes Sir. 

(c) The Justice Mukherjee Commission had First notified the Ministry of External 
Affairs on August 9, 2000 about sending a representative to attend the Commission’s 
hearing on August 31, 2000. Accordingly, an officer of the Ministry was attended the 
hearing on August 31, 2000. Thereafter, only one hearing of the Commission has taken 
place on September 28, 2000 for which the Commission had only asked for production of 
witnesses, if any. As this Ministry had no witness to produce and no specific directions 
from the Commission for attending this hearing by a representative of the Ministry were 
received, no official from this Ministry attended the hearing However, the efforts are 
being made to send a representative of the Ministry to attend all the forthcoming hearings 
of the Commission 

(d) For MHA to reply 



(Jayarm Prasad) 

Joiitt Secret ary(C N V) 




Ministry of Home Affairs. Kind Attn: Shri V.P Bhatia. Under Secretary! D. IV) 

MEA UP No, 25/4/NGO-V dated 16 lh November 2000 



MOST IMMEDIATE 




Wnr 








PARLIAMENT QUESTION 


No. 11/13012/78/2000- IS( 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


* * * * 


New Delhi, the 15th November, 2000. 


OFFICE MEMORAt> DUM 


Subject : Lok Sabha Provisional Starred Admitted Question 
Dy.No. 683 (since admitted as Starred Question 
No. 26) for reply on 21.11.2000 by Shri Bir 
Singh Mahato, MP, regarding Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose Enquiry Commission. 

★ ★ ★ * 


The undersigned is directed to enclose a copy of the 
Lok Sabha Starred Question referred to above and to request 
that the views/comments of your Ministry/Department 
particularly part (c) of the Question may please be provided 
to this Ministry expeditiously and in any case by 16th 
November, 2000 positively. 




( V.P. BHATIA ) 

UNDER SECRETARY TO THE GOVT. OF INDIA. 


Prime Minister's Office, 

(Ms. Archana Ranjan, Director), 

South Block, 

NEW DELHI - 110 Oil . 

Ministry of External Af:airs, . 

(Shri Jayant Prasad, Joint Secretary ( CNV ) , 
South Block, 

NEW DELHI - 110 Oil. 


(3) Ministry of Human Resou’.ce Development, 
(Dr. Sukumar Sarkar, Director General), 
(Department of Culture) 

National Archives of India, 

Janpath , 

NEW DELHI - 


110 001 . 



(4) Ministry of Defence, 

(Shri G.B. Singh, Director), 

History Division, 3/West Block-8, Wing-I, 
R.K. Puram, 

NEW DELHI - 110 066. 


(5) Cabinet Secretariat, 

/ (Shri Rakesh Sarwal, Deputy Secretary), 
Rashtrapati Bhavan , 

NEW DELHI. 


(6) Cabinet Secretariat (R&AW), 

(Shri Ashok Chaturvedi, Joint Secretary ( Admn .) , 
Bikaner House Annexe, 

NEW DELHI . 

(7) Intelligence Bureau, 

(Shri V.N. Mathur, Joint Director (SA), 

North Block, 

NEW DELHI. 





* 

A D M 1 I I L D 


PRXQRITY QUESTION r OR THE LOK £3*^13 1 

PROVISIONAL 3 ARRED 

D - No - bob 

Ministry to which the 

day has been allotted ; HOME AFT AIRS 

1 he question will be put down tor the 

sitting on the : 21 11-2000 


NE'lAJX SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE ENQUIRY COMMISSION 


* SHRI B1R SINGH MAH A 10: 



Will the Minister ot HOMi AFFAIRS 
be pleased to state; 

(a) the terms and conditions or m.K, nukherjee Inquiry 
Commission Constituted to unrave the mystry behind Netajx 
Subhash Chandra Lose s disappearance; 


(bj whether the Government are cop operating with the 
Justice Mu k her jee Commission ; 



(c ) it so, the reasons tor union Government otticials and 
counsels not apeanng ue Tore the Commission tor affidavit 
and witness on successive dates >t hearing; and 

(cl J the time by which the Commission is likely to submit 




its report? 




ft 

TJ 



S SECREty^ j 

Minis mv or r xn mnal Ar i aih 


/ Vy 

NEW DELHI 


tg *Ljyi 

« i.* 


JAYANT PRASAD, 

JOINT SECRETARY(CNV) 


No. 25/4/NGO Vol.V October W 2DQQ 

Nov«Jnr>t«'* \3> 

Dear Shri Sengupta, 


Please refer to your letter no JMCI/Meeting-Proceedings(follow 
up)/48/187 dated 08.08.2000 and my letter of even no. dated 26.09.2000 
regarding submission of photocopies of the nine classified files of this 
Ministry to the Commission. 

As desired by the Commission, the photocopies of the above 
mentioned nine files are being forwarded herewith for perusal by the 
Commission. These files have since been downgraded from "Top Secret" 
to " Secret". However, as the files contain some papers which are still 
sensitive , it is requested that the Commission may kindly like to use their 
discretion as to the use of such material in its report. 

Kindly acknowledge receipt 


Yours sincerely, 


(Jayant Prasad) 


Shri P.K.Sengupta, WBHJS(Retd ) 
Secretary, 

Justice Mukherji Commission of Inquiry, 
'B' Block, 3 ,d floor, 

11/A, Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Calcutta 700 087. 



Copy to Smt Sangeeta.Gairola, Joint SecretaryfIS I), 

Affairs, New Delhi for information. 

'• 4 > V 1 - • > ■*' ft _ 

Joint S4ci?etary(CN\/) 


Ministry of Home 


'W 


N 


(Jayant Prasad) 


* 




. -r? f^cnl 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 

URGENT 


FROM : FOREIGN, NEW DELHI 

TO : BRANCH SECRETARIAT, CALCUTTA 

(FAX NO. 033-2479703) 


HEAD OF BRANCH SECTT. FROM JOINT SECRETARY(CNV) 


IN CONNECTION WITH SOME OFFICIAL WORK, S/SHRI 
JENKINS MASIH AND ARINDAM BANERJEE, ASSISTANTS IN THE 
MINISTRY WILL BE REACHING CALCUTTA AT 1030HRS ON NOVEMBER 
15, 2000 BY RAJDHANI EXPRESS(No.2302). SHRI MASIH WILL RETURN 
ON NOVEMBER 16, 2000 BY RAJDHANI EXPRESS(No.2301) DEPARTING 
FROM CALCUTTA AT 1700 HRS. 

GRATEFUL PLEASE ARRANGE RECEPTION AT HOWRAH 
STATION ON ARRIVAL AND ALSO KINDLY ARRANGE 

ACCOMMODATION FOR SHRI MASIH IN SBI GUEST HOUSE FOR ONE 

NIGHT. SHRI BANERJEE WILL BE STAYING WITH HIS PARENTS. 


No-25/4/NGO Vol.-V 



(JAYj0TT PRASAD) 


JOINT SECRET ARY (CNV) 
NOVEMBER 10, 2000 
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\ \ ■. . «nX 

NAMt : 
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i •• • on 
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MODE 
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No. ggj 3 /NGQ/2000 

Ministry of External Affairs 
(NGO Section) 





JS(CNV) may kindly recall that Joint Secretary (IS-1), Ministry of 
Home Affairs had called a meeting of various Ministries/Departments of 
Govt, of India associated with the work of Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Enquiry on 04.10.2000. As directed by JS(CNV), Shri O P. Makhija, 
US(AMS) and myself attended this meeting on behalf of our Ministry. The 
points included in the agenda of the meeting and our response to each of 
them were as under: - 

(i) Examination of witnesses of the Central Government:- 

On this pointj we informed the meeting that MEA does not have any 
witnesses who could be examined by the Commission and as such we do not 
propose to supply any list of witnesses from MEA side to the Commission. 

(ii) Production of Top Secret/Secret files before the Justice Mukherjee 

Commission of Enquiry after declassifying the same:- 

On this point we informed JS(IS-I) that MEA has already decided to 
downgrade all the MEA files pertaining to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from 
Top Secret' to 'Secret' and supply them to the Commission. At this stage, 
JS(IS-I) suggested that while supplying the files to the Commission, we 
should alarm the Commission about the sensitivity of certain papers available 
in these files which may have some bearings on India's relations with some 
foreign countries and as also on internal security. 

(iii) Taking a unanimous and unified stand on various issues before the 

Commission so as to ensure that there is no contradiction amongst 

various Departments of the Govt of India:- 

Though the action on this point is to be taken by MHA. being the 
coordinating Ministry on the matters related to Justice Mukherjee 
Commission, we, however, informed the meeting that MEA will go by the 
decision taken jointly by various Ministries/Departments in this regard. 


0 



2 


(iv) Claiming of privilege for Top Secret/Secret files/documents:- 

We informed the meeting that at this stage we do not propose to claim 
privileges for any Top Secret/Secret files to be submitted before the 
Commission. 


(v) Attending hearings of the Commission by representatives of the 

concerned Govt, of India Ministries/Departments:- 

JS(IS-I) informed the meeting that at its last hearing on 28.09.2000 the 
Commission had expressed its displeasure about non-attending of 
Commission's hearings by the representatives of the concerned Govt, of India 
Ministries/Departments. JS(IS-I) was of the view that all concerned 
departments should consider to send their representatives to attend the future 
hearings of the Commission. 

JS(CNV) may kindly like to see for information. 




(D.B. Bhati) 
Section Officer (NGO) 
09/10/00 









f^TT WM, ”rf fc?# 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


Joint Secretary (CNV) 

Tel: 301-1357 & Fax : 379-2285 


No.25/4/NGO-Vol. V • November 6, 2000 

•w - Dear Dr. Sarkar, 

I am writing apropos letter No.JMCI/DOC/FOR/99-2000/546/310 of November 
1 st from Shri P.K.Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, a copy 
of which has also been endorsed to you. 

2. Our Mission in London has already been in touch with the authorities of the 
British Library who have indicated that they would be happy to assist those deputed from 
India to look at the recently declassified records (copies of letters received from the High 
Commissipn attached for ready reference). 

3. You are advised to draw an appropriate programme and maintain direct contact 
with our Mission in London. Please ensure that the copies of the correspondence are 
endorsed to us to ensure effective coordination and liaison. 



Yours sincerely. 



(J^yahj Prasad) 


Shri S. Sarkar 

Director General of Archives 
National Archives of India 
Janpath 
New Delhi. 

CC : 1. Shri P.K.Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherji Commission of Inquiry, 
‘B’ Block(3 floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta-700 087. 

2. Ms Bhaswati Mukherji, Joint Secretary(EW), Ministry of External 
Affairs, New Delhi. 
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Justice Mukherjee Coivtoiission of Inquiry 


For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 
NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087 


Phone: 

216-2765-68 fit 216-2835 


Fax 

216-2765 

e-mail 


jnicinscb@cal3.vsnl.nci, in 


REGISTERED WITH A'D. 


No. J]vlCl/E>Oc/rOR/99-2000/5 6/310. 


Calcutta, dated, the 1.11. 200 0* 


From: Shri P.K.Sengupta, WBH JS (Retd. ) , 
secretary 

To : Shri Jayant Prasad, 

Joint Secretary (CNV) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, 

New Delhi-1 10001. 


Sir 


With reference to your D.o, No. 25/4/NGO-vol .V dated 
September 18,2000 and your D.O. of even No. dated October 
17,2000, X am directed to state that I had a discussion with 
Dr.Sukumar Sarkar .Director General of National Archives, 
Government of India, during my visit to New Delhi in the third 
week of October, 2000 regarding perusal of declassified British 
Government records when Dr. Sarkar re-iterated his earlier 
proposal of visit to the British Library in London by a joint 
team of the Commission and the National Archives in order to 
find out whether any materials relevant to the inquiry of the 
Commission is available in the declassified files /records 
lying in the British Library. Dr. Sarkar also told that the 
National Archives would bear from its own fund the costs of 
obtaining copies of documents or files from the records in the 
British Library. In this connection you may also refer to D.O. 
No.F. 25-2 ( 9)/2000.cc. dated September 5,2000 of Dr. Sarkar 
addressed to Ms.Bhaswati Mukher jee , Joint Secretary, Ministry 
of External Affairs, Government of India (copy enclosed). 

I am further directed to state that after taking into 
consideration the views of the Ministry of External Affairs and 
of the Director General of the National Archives of India.it 
has been decided by the Commission that a programme for visiting 
the British Library by a joint team of the Commission and the 
National Archives of India in order to identify the relevant 
papers/records should be drawn up in consultation with the 
Director of National Archives and the Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India. 

Dr. Sarkar is therefore being requested to draw up a draft 
programme in consultation with the Ministry of External Affairs 
and send the same to the Commission for its approval as quickly 


as possible. 




Copy forwarded to Dr.Sukumar Sarkar .Director General of 
National Archives .National Archives of Inaisa .Govt . of India, 

J anpath .New Delhi-110001 , for his kind information and favour 
of taking necessary action in the line noted above. 


( P^K.Sengupta ) 
Secretary 


r 



DR. SUKUMAR SARKAR 
Director General of Archives 
Government of India 


Dear Pis, Mukherji, 



) 


'TRtl «<cm< 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA 
JANPATH, NEW DELHI - 110 001 

Tele No. 33B3436 
Fax : 0091- 11- 3304127 
E mail : archives@ren02.nic.in 
Website : http//nationalarchives.nic.in 

D*d,h„ 0 5 SEP 20UU 


You may be aware that Government of India have constituted 
the Justice Mukherji Commission of Inquiry to invstigate the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, We have received a 
reference from Sh. P # K, Sengup t a, Secretary of the Commission, who 
visited National Archives of India, some time back, informing that 
there are about 700 files which have been recently thrown open for 
access to the scholars, aad some of them relating to Netaji are 
available in the British Library, London(copy of the letter along- 
with a copy of letter from British High Commission, Calcutta&re 
enclosed for ready reference). These files originated in the 
India Office’s Public and Judicial Department in London and contain 
material relevant to the points of the present inquiry. 


y 


For facilitating the work of the Commission, it has been 
suggested that a team of officials from the National Archives of 
India and the Justice Mukherji Commission of Inquiry may visit 
London and examine the files available in the British Library, 

I shall appreciate if you could request our Mission in London to 
take up the matter Dki-'fch the authorities of the British Library 
i so, as to enable u s to work out tehe modalities and approach the 
Gov b~rnm en t of India for the approval of the proposed visit 
team of officials to London, 


With good wishes, 


Yours sincerely, 

SI/- 

( S, Sarkgr } 

A. 

Ms, Bhasuati Mukherji, 
joint Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

South Block, 



Jr c ? il 
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No. Q/PC/723/1/2000 
Government of India 
Ministry of External Affairs 
(PC-1 Section) 


New Delhi, 6 ,h Number, 

ORDER 


Subject : Temporary Duty to Calcutta of Shri Jenkins Masih, Asstt. gt Hqps - 

Grant of advances. 


Sanction of the President is accorded to the payment of Rs.3,000/' (Rupees three thousand 
only) to Shri Jenkins Masih, Assistant in the Ministry in connection wM his temporary duty to 
Calcutta. 

2. i) Shri Jenkins Masih, Assistant may please submit his transfer "*"A claim within one month 
since the completion of the journey. 

ii) Failure to comply with above requirement will entail not only the f 0 refiture of the claim but 
also recovery of the entire TA advance from his pay bill or any oth e r dues in One instalment 
alongwith interest as stipulated in Sub- Rules (2) of Rule 173 of the General Finacial Rules (1963) 
read with GOI decision No. (2) there under introduced vide correction No. 28 q (5 1 list of 
amendments). If due to unforseen circumstances, the TA claim Cann°t be submitted within the 
prescribed period of one month, he should intimate the position stating ^u|| facts anq details of the 
calim to Administration well in advance for consideration. 



'V' 


6. The advance referred to in para 1 above debitable to A/C No.2052-g e ctt. General 
Services(Major Head) 00.90 Sectt.(Minor Head) 02-MEA-Local Tours. 


7. 


Certified that - 


f 

t : 


i) Shri Jenkins Masih, Assistant is ' ' permanent Government Sery a nt. 


H 

ii) TA advance drawn by him on pre ious occasion has already been settled. 

*i t 

8. This issues under the powers ves‘ d in this Ministry vide»Ruie 222 of the General Financial 
Rules (1963). 

V 


Copy to :• 



Administrative Officer (PC) 


1 . The controller of Accounts, MEA, New Delhi. 

2. Shri Jenkins Masih, Asstt., C/O NGO Section, MEA.. 

3. Cash- IV/PC/PC (PR) Sections. 

4. Cash-1 (3 sics).. 






\ 

l 











Dr.R.D.Choudhury 
Director General 






NATIONAL MUSEUM 


No . F .DGNM-2/2000 


Phone: 3018159 


November 2, 2000 


Dear Ms Gairola , 

This refers to PMO's letter No.l6(4)2000-NG0 regarding 
declassification of treasures of Netaji in connection wit In the 
inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose which is being inquired into by Justice Mukherjee Commission. 


In this context the Department p f* Culture desired that I may 
consult the Ministry of Home Affairs for advise in the first 
instance. I ' j 


I shall be grateful if' you kindly inform whether these 
treasures could be shown to the Commission. 

With regards , 


u 




ksJkj, • -fa ***- 



i M 

X' 

L 


Ms.Sangita Gairola 
Joint Secretary(IS-l) 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
North Block 
New Delhi-110001 



Copy t o : 


Yours sincerely , 


(R . D . Choudhury ) 


ku. 


1 rj 


Secretary, Department of 


Cabinet 


of Culture, Shastri 


1. Shri 5 . Sat yamoor thy , Joint 
Culture, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi 

2. Shri Ravi Mittal, Director, 

Ra^htriyapati Bhawan, New Delhi. 

3. Ms.Humera Ahmed, Director, Department 
7 Bhawan, New Delhi w.r.f. to her letter dated 3.10.2000. 

4 . Shri G.B. Singh, Director, Ministry of Defence, 
Division, West B Block No.8,R.K,Purarn Sector 
5. Shri P.Mehendru, Joint Director, IB 

Affairs, North Block, New Delhi. 

. Shri S. Thomas, S0(NG0) Ministry of external 
Block, New Delhi. 


Secretariat , 


1, New Delhi 
, M i n i s t r y 


History 

66 

of Home 


Affairs, South 



^ f^ft-110011; dR: rnTPT'W; |T>W: 3019272, 3019322; Un 3019R21 $ Y-* rdchoudh<»n(ff.VSNL net in 
Janpath, New Delhi-110011; Gram: MUSEUM; Tel 3019272. 3019722: Fax 3019R2I; F mail: rdchoudhOndf VSN1 net in 
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No. Q/PC/723/ 1/2000 
Ministry of External Affairs 
(PC Section) 

New Delhi, the 1st November, 2000 


ORDER 




Subject : Visit of S/Shri Jenkins Masih and Arindam Banerjee, Assistants to Calcutta 
from November 14 to 16, 2000. 

Sanction of the President is hereby accorded to the visit of S/Shri Jenkin Masih 
and Arindam Banerjee, Assistants to Calcutta as per the entitled class of train journey. 
They will be entitled to the following : - 

i) DA as per entitlement 

ii) Accommodation as per entitlement 

2. The expenditure involved is debitable to A/c No. 2052-Sectt. General Services 
(Major Head) 00.90 Sectt (Minor Head)-02-MEA-Local Tours. 

3. The passage of Shri Arindam Banerjee will be adjusted against LTC as he is also 
availing the LTC for the block year 1 998 - 99. 

4. This issues in exercise of powers delegated to this Ministry and with the approval 
of Director (Finance) vide NGO Section Dy. No. 8823/NGO/OO dated 20.10.2000. 

r 

i ; 

\\ 


Copy to : > 

V 

1 . Controller of Accounts ) >lEA, New Delhi. 

2. US(Cash)/TG/NGO Sections, MEA, New Delhi. 

3. Shri Jenkins Masih, Assistant, NGO Section, MEA, New Delhi. 

4. Shri Arindam Banerjee, Assistant, NGO Section, MEA, New Delhi. 


(A.K. Bhatnaglr) 


Under Secretary to the Govt, of India 



//"dO-to/o£> 


|U> 


Ministry of External Affairs 
NGO Section 


Kindly refer to our note D No. 8823/NGO/2000 dated 20.10.2000, 
regarding the issue of sanction for deputation of S/Shri Jenkins Masih and Arindam 
Banerjee, Assistants in NGO to Calcutta. 

According to the revised programme, Shri Masih & Shri Banerjee will be 
travelling to Calcutta by train leaving Delhi on 14.11.2000. While Shri Masih will be 
returning by train leaving Calcutta on 16.11.2000, Shri Banerjee will be staying back at 
Calcutta due to some urgent family requirements and returning by train leaving Calcutta 
on 08.12.2000 after availing of Earned leave. 

Shri Banerjee will be availing of Home town LTC and hence his tickets 
(both forward and return) will be adjusted against the LTC for the block years 1998-99 
(extended period) while Shri Masih will be proceeding on official tour. 

PC Section may kindly issue sanction accordingly at the earliest. 


Li 


(D B.Bhati) 
Section Officer(NGO) 
October 31 , 2000 



AO(PC) 






^ J |0 


Ministry of External Affairs 
NGO Section 


Kindly refer to our note D No 8823/NGO/2000 dated 20.10.2000, 
regarding the issue of sanction for deputation of S/Shri Jenkins Masih and Arindam 
Banerjee, Assistants in NGO to Calcutta. 

According to the revised programme, Shri Masih & Shri Banerjee will be 
travelling to Calcutta by train leaving Delhi on 14.11 2000 While Shri Masih will be 
returning by train leaving Calcutta on 16.11.2000, Shri Banerjee will be staying back at 
Calcutta due to some urgent family requirements and returning by train leaving Calcutta 
on 08.12.2000 after availing of Earned leave. 

Shri Banerjee will be availing of Home town LTC and hence his tickets 
(both fon/vard and return) will be adjusted against the LTC for the block years 1998-99 
(extended period) while Shri Masih will be proceeding on official tour. 

PC Section may kindly issue sanction accordingly at the earliest. 


JS(CNY) 




(D B Bhati) 
Section Officer(NGO) 
October 31, 2000 



AO(PC) 


I 



8 ^ 23 > j&v 

Ministry of External Affairs 

NGO Section 

*** 


PC Section may kindly issue the requisite sanction for deputation of 
S/Shri Jenkins Masih and Arindam Banerjee, Assistants in NGO to Calcutta as per 
details provided in the notes containing administrative and financial approvals 
which'i&placed below. They are expected to leave Delhi on 24 lh October, 2000 and 
return from Calcutta on 26 ,,, October, 2000. 


OkjahHOCO; 

(C.O. Thomas) 

Section Officer (NGO) 
October 20, 2000 

AO(PC) 


A separate copy, without enclosures, to TG section for making bookings in 
Rajdhani Express on the above mentioned dates as per details given below: 

24 th October 2000 : 

26 ,h October 2000: 

\ofv> 


New Delhi - Howrah 
Howrah - New Delhi 


Ministry of External Affairs 
CNV Division 


SECRET 




The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji has asked the Ministry to send them photocopies of 
classified files available in NGO on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Foreign 
Secretary has separately approved forwarding of these files to the Commission. As 
the files are classified, S/Shri Jenkins Masih and Arindam Banerjee, Assistants in 
NGO are deputed to Calcutta by train to carry these files personally in a sealed 
diplomatic bag and hand them over to the Commission. S/Shri Masih and Banerjee 
shall be travelling as per the entitled class of train journey. They may return to 
Delhi the next day of their reaching Calcutta. 

Director (Finance) may please approve. 



(JaVaht Prasad) 
Joint Secrefary(CNV) 
October 1 8, 2000 


Director (Fin.) 






sF.tfarr 


A 


/Sr. 


Ministry of External Affairs 
CNV Division 

AAA 



The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji has asked the Ministry to send them photocopies of 
classified files available in NGO on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Foreign 
Secretary has separately approved forwarding of these files to the Commission. As 
the files are classified, S/Shri Jenkins Masih and Arindam Baneijee, Assistants in 
NGO are deputed to Calcutta by train to carry these files personally in a sealed 
diplomatic bag and hand them over to the Commission. S/Shri Masih and Banerjee 
shall be travelling as per the entitled class of train journey. They may return to 
Delhi the next day of their reaching Calcutta. 

JS(AD) may please approve. 


^<4 ^ ^**** % ^ 

(Alok Prasad) 

Joint Secretary (CNV/AMS) 
October 20, 2000 


Joint Secretary (AD) 



Xs 






\ 
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Jayant Prasad 
Joint Secretary(CNV) 

Tel:301-1 357 & Fax: 379-2285 

No.25/4/NGO-Vol.V October 1 7, 2000 

Dear Shri Sengupta, 

This is further to our letter of even number dated September 18, 2000 
regarding the de-classified British Government records that might have some bearing 
on the mandate of the Commission. 

2. At our behest, our High Commission had promptly written to British 
Foreign Office in the matter. The Foreign Office, in turn, contacted the Head of the 
Oriental India Office Library Collections at the British Library. The Head of the 
India Office Library has conveyed that he would welcome a visit from the National 
Archives of India and/or Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to examine the 
records. The High Commission has further been informed that these files have 
additionally been transferred to microfiche, which can be purchased should there be 
a further need to study the information back in India. We are now inquiring about the 
purchase price of the microfiche records. 

3. Meanwhile, the High Commission also received a letter from the Oriental 
and India Office Collections of the British Library regarding the preparations that 
will be required to ensure that the visit by the Justice Mukherjee will be successful. I 
am enclosing a self-explanatory copy of this letter. 

4. We are now awaiting the response of the Commission to the suggestions 
made by us for an in situ examination of the newly available declassified British 
records. 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


Yours sincerely, 



Jayant Prasad 


Shri P.K.Sengupta, WBHJS(Retd.) 

Secretary 

Justice Mukherji Commission of Inquiry 
Calcutta. 

CC : Slj/i Nareshwar Dayal, High Commissioner of India, London. 



A 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 I/A Mirza Ghalib Street. Calcutta 700 087 


7 crv/ 

7*77 


Phone: 


- 216-2835 

- 216-2767 


Chairman 
Secretary 
Officer on 

Special Duty - 216-2765 
Office - 216 - 2766/68 


No. JMCI/Meeting-Proceedings(Follow-up)/48(Vo.II)/28 


% N \° „ 

,Yi N From : 

M- Shri p K Sengupta, WBHJS (Retd.) 

Secretary 




Dated the 10 th 0ctober2000 



OO 



To 

The Secretary 

Ministry of External Affairs 
Government of India 
South Block 
New Delhi 110 001 


Subject Strict compliance with the orders/directions contained in 
the proceedings dated 28.09.2000 read with the 
proceedings dated 23.03.2000, 13.06.2000 and 31.08.2000 
of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. 

Sir, 


1 am sending herewith a copy of the proceedings dated 28.09.2000 of the Commission 
containing its orders and directions for your perusal and compliance thereof as directed by the 
Commission. 


Copies of the proceedings dated 23.03.2000, 13.06.2000 and 31.08.2000 of the 
Commission were sent to your office earlier 




(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary' 



l A/ 



* 


e-mail jmcinscbtieaB. 


c **r 


- 



/O 


Fax : 0091-033-216-2765 


r y 

Proceedings dafecf28.09.2Q0Q (Fourth) 

Held at the Seminar Hall, Annexe Building, Mahajati Sadan, 
166, Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta 700 007 


September 28, 2000 


At the commencement of the hearing lit is found that no .witness on 
behalf of the Government of India is present even though in the earlier order 
dated August 31*2000 they were asked to produce their witnesses, if any , 
on the next date of hearing, i.e. today, for their examination before 
examination of other . witnesses. Since, neither any officer of the 
Government of India nor any Counsel on their behalf is present nor has any 
communication been received to explain their stand in this regard, the 
Commission is left with no other alternative but to presume that the 
Government of India do not intend to examine any witness. With this 
presumption, the Commission proceeds to examine the two witnesses 
present. 

2. Examination of Witnesses 


(a) Sri Nilanjan Bose and Sri Ardhendu Sarkar are examined on 
oath and cross-examined as witness Nos. 4 and 5 respectively. 
Xerox copies of a report in Bartaman, a Bengali daily dated March 
21, 1999 and of a news item in the Sunday Statesman dated January 
22, 1989 are marked as Y and 7(1)! for identification, on admision 

i 

by the witness Nos. 4 and 5 respectively. 

• i 

(b) Of the other three witnesses summoned to depose today - 

(i) Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose sent a letter to the Secretary to 
the Commission on September 22, 2000 stating, inter-alia, as 
follows : 

i 

"Since the end of World War II in August 1945 till 

i 

to day I have not received any direct information from 
him (Netaji) or about; him. I have no personal 

I 

knowledge as to the issues referred to the Commission. 

I am therefore not competent to depose in this matter."; 

(ii) Sri Anindya Sengupta also sent a letter intimating that 
he was indisposed and as such is unable to be present to- 
day but has made a request fo fix another date for his 
examination; and 


(iii) Shri Suman Chattopadhyaya has not appeared nor sent 

i 

any communication explaining; his failure to appear, even 

i 

though summons were duly served at his office address by 
registered post. 

(c) Since from the contents of the letters of Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose it 
appears that no useful purpose will be served by examining him he 
need not be re-summoned. Let fresh summons be served upon Shri 
Anindya Sengupta and Shri Suman Chattopadhyaya for their 
examination before this Commission on the next date of hearing 
intimating them that if they fail to appear this time as well without any 
justifiable reason, appropriate legal action may be taken against them 
for their such failure. 

(d) The following persons be also summoned to testify before the 

i 

Commission on the next date of hearing : ■ •' 

i 

i 

I 

i) Shri Barun Sengupta, Editor, "Bartaman", 

ii) Shri Pabitra Kumar Ghosh, Journalist, “Bartaman”, 

iii) Dr. Purabi Roy, 47C Abdul Halim Lane, Calcutta 700 016, 

iv) Shri Jayanta Roy, Hemanta Basu Bhawan, 49C, 

Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta 700 012, 

' ' and 

v) Smt. Prabha Jagannathan, Correspondent, Formerly of The 
Telegraph and now of the Economic Times, 1 05/7A, S.N. 
Banerjee Road, Calcutta 700 013 


- 3. Further orders/directions • 

i ’ ’ 
i 

On conclusion of the examination of the witnesses, the parties/their 
representatives who are present have been heard on the status report 
prepared on September 26, 2000 and circulated amongst them before 


i 


Contd...p/3 


/ 


I / 


3 : 





commencement of the hearing today. After such hearing and perusing all 
the materials received from the Central Government and the State 
Government since the last date of hearing, the Commission makes the 

following further orders/directions ] 

- 

a) Even though in paragraph E of the order dated August 31 , 2000 there 

l 

was an express direction that all informations to be furnished in terms 

thereof must be supported by affidavit of a competent officer not 

\ 

below the rank of a Joint Secretary to .'the Government of India, the 

v Prime Minister’s office has sent an affidavit sworn by an Under 

i 

Secretary of that office in purported compliance of paragraph A of the 
said order. The Commission therefore does not- take any notice of 
the contents thereof; and calls upon the said office once more to 
strictly comply with the orders/directions issued on August 31, 2000. 

b) (i) In compliance of paragraph B(i) of the order dated August 

31, 2000, some papers reportedly relating to the Khosla 
Commission have been sent by the Ministry of Home Affairs 
and received by the office of the Commission without 
verifying the contents thereof. 'In expectation that some 
representative of the Ministry will be present today to identify 

those documents and prove their authenticity, the same 

« • 

have been brought to the venue of the Commission’s 
hearing. But, as already mentioned, no one is there to 
represent the Government of India and for that matter the 
Ministry concerned. 

(ii) A communication has been received from the Ministry 
seeking time till November 15, 2000 to produce the papers 
referred to in paragraph B(ii). The prayer is allowed. 

I 

^ (iii) Under orders of the Commission, a letter was sent by its 
Secretary on August 25, 2000 to produce the following 
documents : 


v_ 







(a) (a) A xerox copy of the letter said to be sent by General 

Chiang-kai-Sheikh to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru about 
an inquiry reportedly made by the Government of 
Nationalist China at Taipei regarding the alleged 

i 

plane-crash involving Netaji along with a xerox copy of 
the said Inquiry Report; and 

(b) (b) A xerox copy of the report dated 31 st December, 

1945 of Shri B.C. Chakravarty (Witness No. 168 before 
Justice Khosla Commission of Inquiry) on alleged air- 
crash and alleged death of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose which was counter-signed by Col. Stevenson 
. and sent to the CSDIC as referred to in the published 
report of the Commission; 
but those documents have not yet been produced. 

c) None of the directions contained in para C(i) and (ii) of- the 
abovequoted order has been complied with except that a letter has 

i — — * — - — 

been received from the Ministry of External Affairs to-day (when the 
Commission was holding its sitting) wherein it is stated that they are 

i ■ 

preparing, photocopies of the nine top-secret files referred to in 

r — — — — + : — 

paragraph C(iiJ,of.the order dated August 31, 2000. 

— — I 

i 

d) Shri Aloknath Bhattacharyya, Special Secretary, Home (Political) 

t 

Department who is present today has produced some Index Books 
but no affidavit has been filed in terms of para 'E' of the order dated 
August 31, 2000. Let the Index Books be kept with the office of the 
Commission and be not returned without leave of the Commission. 
The prayer of Shri Bhattacharya for time to file affidavit is allowed. 

e) It is rather unfortunate that even though as far back as on March 23, 
2000, the Commission passed comprehensive orders and directions 
regarding sending of files and documents to this Commission by the 
related Ministries/Departments/Offices, the same have not yet been 


fully complied with. In this connection, the attention of the above 
authorities is drawn to the following portion of the order dated June 
13, 2000 

"It is made abundantly clear that in case of failure to comply 
with the same by the aforesaid date, the Commission may be 
' reluctantly compelled to invoke the provisions of Section 5(4) of 
the Commission of Inquiry Act, ;1952 against the recalcitrant 
officers of the Government, both! Central and State. It is also 
made clear that since the orders/directions passed in the 
proceedings by the Commission are in exercise of statutory - 
and not administrative - powers, no correspondence will 
henceforth be entertained relating to the compliance thereof. 
However, in respect of any matter relating to the compliance 
with the directions/orders of the Commission, the concerned 
Government may approach the Commission by making formal 
applications supported by affidavits before the Commission 

through competent officers, not below the rank of Joint 

• * * # 

Secretary to the Government of India." 
f) The above orders/directions must be complied with by November 15, 


2000 . 


4. NEXT HEARING 


The next hearing of the Commission will be held on November 23, 
2000 at 11 A.M. in the Seminar Hall, Annexe Building, Mahajati Sadan, 166 
Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta 700 007. ; 



(M.K. Muldicrjcc) 
Chairman. 
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Vikas Swarup 


Counsellor (Pol.) 

nm 

Tel : (00-44-20) 7836 8484 Extn 1 64 

u 

Fax: (00-44-20) 7836 6695 


E-Ma 1 1 : 1 06332.3 624fo)compuserve . com 


Lon/Pol/1 03/1 7/00 


^ I )\ 
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THE HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA 

INDIA HOUSE 
/ ALDWYCH 

LONDON WC2B 4NA 


c ? v 


26 th September, 2000 


c2r<^o f 

Further to my message of even number dated 22 nd September, 
2000 regarding possible visit by members of the Justice Mukherji 
Commission to London, I am enclosing herewith a copy of a letter 
received from the Oriental and India Office Collections of the British 
Library. 



~ Shri Jayant Prasad, 

Joint Secretary(CNV) 0 
Ministry of External Affairs 
NEW DELHI 


Yours sincerely, 



THE BRITISH LIBRARY 


Mr S K Mandal 

The High Commission of India 

India House 

Aldwych 

London 

WC2B 4NA 


ORIENTAL. AND INDIA OPFKM-. 

collections 

% EUSTON ROAD 
LONDON NWI 2DII 7S4() 

7Wr/»/i t>fic 1^20 7-112 
/ux 1)20 7412 7<>4 1/7SSS 
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2 1 September 2000 


Dear Mr Mandal 

Following a telephone conversation with Miss Travis, I am writing to explain the preparations that 
will be necessary to ensure that the visit by the Justice Mukherji Commission will be successful 1 
have discussed the visit with Graham Shaw and we are agreed that they will find it most 
convenient to obtain British Library readers’ passes as they will then be able to use our reading 
room. This will give them the flexibility to come and go as they please within our opening hours of 
9-30 to 17-00 Tuesday to Saturday and 10-00 to 17-00 on Mondays. 

If you can let me know the names of the members of the Commission who will be visiting, I can 
authorise the application forms in advance. However, the individual members will need to fill in 
the rest of the form on arrival and go to the Reader Admissions Office to be photographed and 
have the pass produced. If you can let me know the date and time of their arrival, either 1 or a 
colleague will meet them and help them through the admissions process 

You may be interested to know that the records of the Indian Political Intelligence have just been 
filmed and will shortly be available as a micro-fiche publication It is not necessary to buy the 
whole series - one can buy only those of specific interest 

1 shall be absent for most of this week and next. On my return I shall be happy to cooperate in 
making the visit go smoothly 

Yours sincerely 

/V 

Mrs P A Brook 
Head of India Office Records 
E-mail: penny brook@bl.uk 
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Vikas Swarup 

Counsellor (Pol ) 

Tel: (00-44-20) 7836 8484 ExUl. 1 64 

Fax: (00-44-20) 7836 6695 

E-Mail : 1 06332 . 3624(o!compuserve. com 


THE HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA 

INDIA HOUSE 
ALDWYCH 

LONDON WC2B 4NA 



22 nd September, 2000 


Lon/Pol/1 03/1 7/00 



Refer your fax of September 18 regarding declassified British 
government records required by the Mukherjee Commission. 

We had written to the Foreign Office, who in turn contacted the 
Head of the Oriental and India Office Library Collections at the British 
Library. The Head of the India Office Library would welcome a visit 
from the National Archives of India and/or Justice Mukherji 
Commission of Inquiry to examine them. We have also been 
informed that these files have additionally been transferred to 
microfiche, which can be purchased should there be a further need to 
study the information back in India. 

I have requested Mr. Graham Shaw, the Head of the India Office 
Library Collection to inform me of the purchase price and will revert to 
you after hearing from him. 


Shri Jayant Prasau, 
JS(CNV) > v 
Ministry of External Affairs 
NEW DELHI 
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No.I- 12014/1 3/2000-IS(D.III) 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 

IS-I Division 
* * * 
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Immeoiate 


Dated, the 28 th September, 2000. 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry set up by the Government 
in connection with the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra bose 
has conveyed some directions to various Ministries/Departments/Authorities 
for production of classified files/documents before the Commission. In this 
connection, this Ministry has received certain references from various 
quarters like PMO, MEA, Cabinet Secretariat and others. Taking into 
consideration, the reflected view points of these quarters and the perception 
of MHA also in the matter, we have since mentioned to the Commission that 
all aspects pertaining to the subject matter are under our examination and we 
will let the Commission know about the final position shortly. In fact, we 
have sought time from the Commission till 15 th of November, 2000 while 
mentioning at the same time that most likely we will respond to the 
Commission even earlier. 


2. Having regard to this background, it has been decided that all of us 
should join hands to sort out matters in proper perspective on the basis of 
our cumulative wisdom. Accordingly, there will be a meeting in the 
Chamber of Joint Secretary(IS-I) in room No.I 92, 1 st floor, North Block, 
New Delhi on 4.10.2000 at 11 a.m. which should be attended by all 
concerned. Your presence in the meeting is requested. Kindly come up with 
adequate brief in respect of matters at your end. 














u 










(A^K. Paitandyj 
Director(IS-I) 

Shri Jayant Prasad, Joint Secretary(CNV), MEA, New Delhi. 

Ms. Archana Ranjan, Director, PMO, New Delhi. 

Shri Ravi Mittal, Director, Cabinet Secretariat, Rashtrapati Bhawan, 
New Delhi. 

Shri P.P. Nautiyal, Addl. Deputy Director, IB, New Delhi. 


Copy to JS(IS-I) for her kind information. 





AGENDA FOR TU B ST ING ON JUSTICE MUKHEKJEK COMMISSION 
OF INQUIRY TO m IdbD ON 4-10-20Q0 


(i) f ami nut i.gi o 1 witnesses of the Central 

o'u vo rn Mcn'i r 


(it) Product i 0 : 1 / p f Top Secret/Secret files before the 
J J s t i c e MS&he r j e e C omm ission of Inquiry after 

declassifying the same; 


(iii) Taking a unanimous and unified stand on various 
issues be Sira the Commission so as to ensure that 
there is no contradiction amongst various 
De pa rt !!!.•*• ‘i? of the Govt. of India ori various 
points; 

( i v) Claiming oi privilege for Top Secret /Secret 
f i 1 es/docuKi$n| s - Relevant rules on claiming 
pri vi ljge ; 

( v) Attending hearings of the Commission by 
representatives of the concerned Govt, of India 
Department . 


xi o : 
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CRASH 





From : Foreign, New Delhi 


To : Branch Secretariat, Calcutta. 


Shri M.Hansda, Head of Branch Sectt. FROM D.B.Bhati, SO(NGO) 


AS DISCUSSED WITH YOU ON PHONE, FAXED HEREWITH IS MOST IMMEDIATE 
LETTER ADDRESSED TO SHRI P K.SENGUPTA, SECRETARY. JUSTICE 
MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY. B-BLOCK (3 RD FLOOR). 11/A. MIRZA 

GHALIB STREET. CALCUTTA AS DESPITE OF OUR BEST EFFORTS, WE HAVE 
NOT BEEN ABLE TO FAX THE ATTACHED LETTER TO THE COMMISSION, IT IS 
REQUESTED THAT THE LETTER MAY KINDLY BE DELIVERED TO SHRI 
SENGUPTA TODAY. 

WARM REGARDS 



Section Officer(NGO) 
September 27, 2000 


TRANSMISSION VERIFICATION report 



iur*l : i?M.- 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 


JAYANT PRASAD 
JOINT SECRETARY(CNV) 

No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.V September 26, 2000 


Dear Shri Sengupta, . . 

Please refer to your letter No. JMCI/Meeting-Procedings(follow-up)/48/187 
dated 08.08.2000 regarding submission of photocopies of the nine classified files of this 
Ministry to the Commission. 

As per the directions of the Commission, this Ministry has already initiated 
action about photocopying etc. of the said files and the photocopies will be sent to the 
Commission shortly. 

This is for interim information of the Commission. 



Yours sincerely, 


(JAYAN 




*NT PRASAD) 

i- 


Shri P.K.Sengupta, WBHJS(Retd.) 
Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
Calcutta. 


(Fax Ko; O f53-2A£2.765j 






JAYANT PRASAD 
JOINT SECRETARY(CNV) 



MOST IMMEDIATE 

SECRET 


No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.V 


September 25, 2000 


Dear Shri Paitandy, 




U 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, vide there letter No.JMCI/Meeting- 
Proceeding(Follow-up)/48(Vol.ll)/243(5) dated 06.09.2000 pertaining to the orders/directions 
contained in the proceedings dated 31.08.2000, has directed to produce all the Top Secret 
files(in original) of this Ministry mentioned in our letter No. 25/4/NGO -Vol.V dated 
01.03.2000 before the Commission for inspection. We therefore propose to submit these 
files to the Commission in original after retaining their photocopies with us. 


I shall be grateful if your no objection for producing the above mentioned files in 
original before the Commission is conveyed to us expeditiously preferably within two days of 
the issue of this letter. 


«. /r l 



Yours sincerely 

L 

(Jayant Prasad) 


,V 

Shri A. K. Paitandy, 

Director(IS-l), 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 

New Delhi. 


T 
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^ Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 


Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087 



Phone: 

216 - 2765-68 & 216-2835 

Fa>U 

216-2765 

E-Mail 

jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl net. in 


No. JMCI/Meeting-Proceedings(FolloW'Up)/48(Vol.II)/243(5) Calcutta, dated, 06.09 2000 

REGISTERED WITH A/D. 

From : Shri P.K, Sengupta, WBHJS (Retd.), 

Secretary 


To 

The Secretary 

Ministry of External Affairs 
Government of India 
South Block 
New Delhi 1 10 001 



Sir, 


Subject Strict compliance with the orders/directions contained 
in the proceedings dated 31.08.2000 read with the 
proceedings dated 23.03.2000 and 13.06.2000 of Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. 



I am sending herewith a copy of the proceedings dated 31.08.2000 of the Commission 
containing its orders and directions for your perusal and compliance thereof as directed by the 
Commission 

Copies of the proceedings dated 23.03.2000 and 13.06.2000 of the Commission were 
sent to your office earlier 



Yours faithfully. 




(P.K Sengupta) 
Secretary 


Enclo: As stated above. 


/• 

August 31, 2000 



Proceedings dated 31.08.2000 (Third) 

Held at the Seminar Hall, Annexe Building, Mahajati Sadan, 
166, Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta 700 007 


After perusal of the files/documents still now made available to the 
Commission and hearing the parties and/or their representatives present, 
the following directions are given to the authorities noted below : 

A. PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE/SECRETARIAT 

(i) While sending photocopies of seven files marked as Top 
Secret/Secret’ with a forwarding letter No. G-1 6(4)/2000-NGO dated 
July 24, 2000 (also marked Top Secret/Secret’) addressed to the 
Secretary of the Commission, a Director of the Prime Minister’s 
office, South Block, New Delhi has made the following request : 

"It is further requested that while information contained in the 
Top Secret’ papers may be made use of by the Commission, in 
camera, since these are classified as Top Secret’, they may kindly 
consider not publishing the same.” 

Viewed in that context, the above office/secretariat is directed 
to adduce specific reasons as to why privilege is being claimed 
against the disclosure of the contents thereof, more so, when the 
Commission is holding a public enquiry and its report will be a public 
document and the contents of those files may have an important 
bearing. 

(ii) The above office will let this Commission know whether any of 
the files/records relevant to the terms of reference of this Commission 
has been destroyed and, if so, details thereof and why, when and 
where they were destroyed and whether copies of the documents 
contained therein have been kept or maintained. 

(iii) In spite of directions contained in paragraph a(i) read with 
paragraph (b) of the order of this Commission dated March 23, 2000 
read with the order dated June 13, 2000, the above office/Secretariat 
has not filed any affidavit regarding the availability of files/documents 
mentioned in the aforesaid paragraph a(i). 


Conld...p/2 


B. MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


In spite of the directions of the Commission contained in its 
orders dated March 23, 2000 and June 13, 2000, the complete 
original records of the entire proceedings of Justice Khosla 
Commission of inquiry, including the evidence recorded by and 
documents produced before the said Commission, have not been 
sent. 

In his affidavit dated June 20,2000, the Director (IS-I) attached to 
the Ministry of Home Affairs has stated, inter alia, that in their Ministry 
only the files regarding bringing back of the presumed ashes of Netaji 
kept in Renkoji Temple in Tokyo in Japan and posthumous 
announcement of award of ‘Bharat Ratna' to Netaji are available, and 
according to the deponent, those files do not have any direct bearing 
on the on-going inquiry of the Commission. Notwithstanding the 
above observation, the Ministry of Home Affairs is directed to submit 
those files before the Commission immediately. 

C. MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

In spite of earlier directions of the Commission contained in the 
orders of the Commission dated March 23, 2000 and June 13, 2000, 
the complete original records of the entire proceedings of Shah Nawaz 
Khan Committee of Inquiry including the evidence recorded by and the 
documents produced before the said Committee, have not been sent. 

Along with his letter No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.V dated March 1 , 2000 
(marked Top Secret), Joint Secretary (CNV) has given a list of some 
files marked Top Secret'. The Ministry is directed to produce the said 
files in original before the Commission for its inspection and also 
explain why those files are still being treated as Top Secret’, more so, 
when the Commission is holding a public enquiry and its report will be 
a public document and the contents of those files may have an 
important bearing. 


D. GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 


Secretary to the Home Department, Government of West Bengal, is 
directed to produce the original Index Books, together with xerox copies 
thereof, relating to the files detailed in Annexure ‘B’ to the affidavit dated July 
28, 2000 filed by Shri Aloknath Bhattacharyya, Special Secretary to the 
Government of west Bengal, Home (Political) Department. The Index Books 
shall not be taken back without the leave of the Commission. 

E. COMPLIANCE WITH THE ABOVE ORDERS/DIRECTIONS 

All informations to be furnished in terms of the above 
orders/directions must be supported by affidavits of competent officers, 
not below the rank of a Joint Secretary to the Government of India, and 
filed by September 26, 2000. All files/documents, in terms of the above 
orders/directions, must be produced also by the same date. 

F. EXAMINATION OF WITNESSES 

(i) The Government of India is directed to produce its witnesses, if 
any, on the next date of hearing for their examination, before the 
Commission examines witnesses cited by other parties. 

(ii) Of the witnesses cited by the other parties, let the following 
witnesses be summoned to appear on the next date of hearing : 

1. Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose, Chairman, Netaji Research Bureau, Calcutta 

2. Shri Suman Chattopadhyay, Executive Editor, Ananda Bazar 
Patrika, Calcutta. 

3. Shri Ardhendu Sarkar, formerly of Bharat Heavy Engineering Corpn. 

4. Shri Anindya Sengupta, Columnist, The Statesman, Calcutta. 

5. Shri Nilanjan Basu, Reporter, Bartaman, Calcutta. 

(iii) As regards the other witnesses cited by them, appropriate 
directions as to who of them will be examined and when, will be 
notified in due course. 


G. NEXT HEARING 

The next hearing of the Commission will be held on September 28, 
2000 at 11 A.M. in the Seminar Hall, Annexe Building, Mahajati Sadan, 166 
Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta 700 007. 


(Al.K. .Mukherjec) 



Tog^jSmFr 

MOST IMMEDIATE 
TIME BOUND 


PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 
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SOUTH BLOCK 
NEW DELHI-1 10011. 


Subject:- Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry appointed to 
enquire into alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose- Declassification of records. 

$rr ,-&S*UM 

Reference is invited to this Office U.O. of even number date 
14^/15^ September, 2000, on the subject mentioned above. 

2. Keeping in view the fact that the next date of hearing of the 
Commission has been fixed on 28.9.2000, by which date the stand 
of the Government in the matter of claiming privilege regarding 
classified documents contained in this Office classified files, copies 
of which have already been made available to the Commission, is to 
be made known to the Commission, it has now been decided that 
the Ministry/Department/Agency concerned, should take a decision 
regarding the desirability or otherwise of the references originating 
from their respective Ministry/Department/Agency(copies 
were sent alongwith our U.O. dated 1 4^/1 5 01 September, 2000) and 
convey it to the Commission, direct, at the following address, under 
intimation to this Office:- 

Shri P.K. Sengupta, 

WBHJS(Retd.) 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

'B' Block(Yhird Floor), 

11/A,Mirza Ghalib Street, CALCUTTA-700087. 


2 . 


It is requested that early action may kindly be taken in 


the matter, under intimation to this Office. 



{)Jr 


NO. 


(ARCHNA RAMOAN) 


DIRECTOR 
Tel. No. 301 393 


Shri R.D.Choudhury, Director General, National 
Museum, Janpath, New Delhi-1 1 001 1 . 

Shri P.Mahendru.Jt. Director, IB(MHA)New Delhi. 

Shri A,K,Paitandy,Director(IS-l)MHA (alongwith a copy of the reply 
sent by Cab.Sectt) 

Shri G.B. Singh, Director, M/Defence, History Division, West Block 
No,8,R.K.Puram,New Delhi-1 10066. 

Shri Ravi Mittal, Director, Cabinet Secretariat, New Delhi. 

P.M.O.U.O.No.G.16(4)/2000-NGO dated: A l -9-2000. 



Copy for information to Shri Jayant Prasad, 
JS(CNV)M/External Affairs, South Block, New Delhi, w.r. to MEA 
U.O.N0.25/4/NGO (Vol.V) dated 19.9.2000. 


(ARCHNA RAMJAN) 
DIRECTOR. 
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Ministry of External Affairs 

NGO SECTION 



Please refer to PMO U.O. No. 16(4)2000-NGO dated 14.09.2000 regarding 
view taken by this Ministry in regard to documents originating in this Ministry required by 
Justice Mukherjee Commission, inquiring into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 


As regards copies of papers originating from this Ministry enclosed with the 
above note are concerned, this Ministry have no objection for these to be declassified to 
‘confidential’. As to which of these may be made public, if any, we may have to leave to the 
discretion of the Commission. As regards documents being produced before the 
Commission by this Ministry, we intend to take the same stand. 


4P 


(JA<ANT PRASAD) 
Joint S&ec&tary(CNV) 
Tel. No. 3011357 


Ms Archana Ranjan, Director. PM’s Office, South Block. New Delhi. 

U.O.No.25/4/NGO Vol. V dated September 19, 2000. 


* 




Archana Ranjan 

Director 
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Prime Minister's Office 
New Delhi -110 011 




D.O.No.l6(4)/2000-NGO 


2 — C> • ^ , '2L-Cis^> 

September 19, 2000 


Dear & , 


A copy of this Office UO of even number dated 14/15.9.2000 which 
was sent to Shri Thomas, Section Officer(NGO), Ministry of External 
Affairs, regarding declassification of records made available to Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, appointed by Government of India to 
enquire into alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, is 
enclosed (Copy No. 7/8- without enclosures). The communication was sent 
to Shri Thomas in your absence. 

2. We shall be grateful for a very quick response, as we have to 
respond to the communication received from the Commission well before 
the next date of hearing fixed for 26.9.2000 positively. 


but 


Yours sincerely, 


Archana Ranjan) 


QjJXJ^-fCLL- 


Shri Jayant Prasad, 

Joint Secretary(CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Room No. 163, 1st Floor, 
South Block, 

New Delhi- 11 0011. 




PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 


Sub:- Declassification ol records. 


The Government of India has appointed the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry to inquire into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. In response to the communication 
received from the Commission of Inquiry v/cte letter 
No.JMC/Meeting/48/95, dated 23.5.2000, copy of seven top secret files 
pertaining to this Office were sent to the Commission with the request 
that while the Commission may make use of the top secret papers, in 
camera, they may kindly consider not publishing the same, since these 
are classified as top secret. 

2. The Commission have Wcfe their letter dated 6.9.2000 directed 
this Office to adduce specific reasons as to why privilege is being 
claimed against the disclosure of the contents of the Top Secret files, 
more so, when the Commission is holding a public inquiry and its 
reports will be a public document and contents of these files may have 
an important bearing. It also appears file Commission has been in 
touch with the Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of West Bengal etc. for production of records relevant to 
the terms and conditions of the Commission of Inquiry. 

3. Copies of the classified communications which originated from 
your Ministry/Department are enclosed. You are requested to kindly let 
this Office know immediately the view, if any already taken, regarding 
their declassification and production before the Commission. If a view 
is yet to be taken, the same may please be expedited and complete 


4 J 





information intimated to this Office latest by the forenoon of 18 th 
September, 2000. 

(Archana Ranjan) 

Director 

Shri R.D.Choudhury .Director General, National Museum, 

Janpatrh.New Delhi-1 1001 1 . 

Shri P.Mehendru, Joint Director, Intelligence Bureau(MHA),New Delhi. 

Shri A.K. Paitandy, Director (IS-I), Ministry of Home Affairs. 

Shri G.B. Singh, Director, Ministry of Defence, History Division, West Block 
No. 8,R.K.Puram, New Delhi-110066. 

Shri Ravi Mittal, Director, Cabinet Secretariat, New Delhi. 

Shri Thomas, SO(NGO) Ministry of External Affairs 

PMO U.O.No.16(4)/2000-NGO dated 14.9.2000. 








PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 


Sub:- Declassific ation of records. 


The Government of India has appointed the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry to inquire into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. In response to the communication 
received from the Commission of Inquiry vide letter 
No.JMC/Meeting/48/95, dated 23.5.2000, copy of seven top secret files 
pertaining to this Office were sent to the Commission with the request 
that while the Commission may make use of the top secret papers, in 
camera, they may kindly consider not publishing the same, since these 
are classified as top secret. 

2. The Commission have vide their letter dated 6.9.2000 directed 

( this Office to adduce specific reasons as to why privilege is being 
claimed against the disclosure of the contents of the Top Secret files, 
more so, when the Commission is holding a public inquiry and its 
reports will be a public document and contents of these files may have 
an important bearing. It also appears the Commission has been in 
touch with the Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of West Bengal etc. for production of records relevant to 
the terms and conditions of the Commission of Inquiry. 

3. Copies of the classified communications which originated from 

I your Ministry/Department are enclosed. You are requested to kindly let 
this Office know immediately the view, if any already taken, regarding 
their declassification and production before the Commission. If a view 
is yet to be taken, the same may please be expedited and complete 
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information intimated to this Office latest by the forenoon of 18 th 


September, 2000. 


/) X 




(Archana Ranjan) 


Director 


Shri R.D.Choudhury .Director General, National Museum, 

Janpatrh.New Delhi-1 10011. 

Shri P.Mehendru, Joint Director, Intelligence Bureau(MHA),New Delhi. 

Shri A.K. Paitandy, Director (IS-I), Ministry of Home Affairs. 

Shri G.B.Singh, Director, Ministry of Defence, History Division, West Block 
No. 8,R.K.Puram, New Delhi-1 1 0066. 

Shri Ravi Mittal, Director, Cabinet Secretanat.New Delhi. 

ohri Thomas, SO(NGO) Ministry of External Affairs 

PMO U.O.No.1 6(4)/2000-NGO dated 14.9.2000 
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I|N,A. Treasure 

i 

Some months ago, PM saw the "treasure" received 
from Tokyo, consisting of some charred and broken 
pieces of Jewellery, 

2. We have now received from our Qnbassy at Tokyo 
Bs, 365/10/-, being the equivalent of the amount of 
20,000 yen, which was deposited there in cash. 

3. The pieces of metal and the cash are in a sale 
in this Ministry, of which the key is in my personal 
custody# PM decided that the "treasure" should be 
kept as evidence of the aircraft accident and subsequent 
fire. The money too was transferred here on his 
instructions. Presumably it will be used for a 
charitable purpose. 

4. The use to be made of these articles and of the 
monef in India seems to fall outside the sphere of this 
Ministry. Would PM' s Secretariat kindly take over the 
"treasure" and the cash? 


Sd. ti.Dayal 
29.7.53 


PP5 to PM 



I 



Subject^ I.N. k, "Treasure" . 
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Shri M.O. Mathai will recall that I discussed 
the ouestion of disposal of the INA B Treaure" with him 
Some time ago. The "treasure" was received from 'Tokyo 
. and consists of some c)flrred and broken nieces of 
jewellery. The~e is also a sum of Rs. 265/10/- in cash, 
being the eouivalent of the amount of 20,000 yen which 
was deposited with our Embassy. The pieces of metal and 
the cash are in a locked box which has been out inside 
a sealed bag and deposited in the cash chest of the 
Ministry. This is not a very satisfactory arrangement 
for its safe custody. 

2. Shri Mathai said that he would investigate 
in ‘Consultation with the Ministry of Education Where the 
"treasure" could most usefully be kept an^ displayed, 
and would then make arrangements to take it over from 
us. The cash could nerhaps be* credited to any IMA 
Fund that might still be in existence. We shall be 
most grateful if he would kindly take action as above 
and, relieve us of the responsibility for tie custody 
of the “treasure" . He would, no doubtj obtain P.M's 
orders. 


Sdt'*- Devi Diyal 
f Secretary 
lAl/1953. 


Den«ty Secretary.* 

■ W3> 


it. vivm&s. - 

I suggest that PWy^Fht write to the Minister 
of Education to authorise stnae one responsible to get 
into touch with Shri Harishw-^r Dayal, Joint. Secretary, 
BwjA. Ministry to lake ewer Hie "DU Treasure" Kj place 
fk in the Museum in Jaipur lease or RashtsrimtS Bhawan. 

She first thing the Education Ministry Sftoald do 
is to have a look at the * free sure" and get emitable 
covered glass .eases to be made In order to preserve 
the "Treasure" properly. \ v-yd' i 

The small amount of money might be credited 
to the B?A Fund with the A.I.C.C. 




It would bp desirable for the Education 
Ministry to take charge of this so-called "Ireaaare". 
Please askBr. Bhatnagar os Shri Humayun . Kabir about 

i*. /. ' tw • ; • , 

^ ' , . t • : <£ -yr -k. . v r 


fc 






2. It will not be quite proper for tie money 
to be credited to the HU fond. V It should he held 

f! *' 



Sd/-J.Mehru, 

12-11-53. 



' - 





I suggest that Dr. Bhstnagar and Prof. Hunayun 
Kablr night kindly visit 3A. Ministry and see the "Treasure" 
and then take suitable action. 





TELEGRAM: 


1 




From: 
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Foreign, New Delhi 
Indembassy, Tokyo. 
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OCB SsuStiZ* 
Copy No ,.//. . 





No. 276 27. 


DTO NDV.12 Nil. 
TOP .gjfeR2T. For RAUF. 


Your telegram Ho, 137 November 10th. Goods arrived 
November 12th. 


BNS f 


52 . 


Prime Minirster(4) , Dy .Minister, FS(2), CS(2), JS AD f DSFEAWT. 


and Cabinet Secretary. 


Superintendent CCB, 
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COPY NO. I 
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From, . ..Ind embassy, Tokyo* n 

To, .Foreign, Now Delhi, in 

.\5\ ' DTO.NOV. 101000. 

/f DTR.NOV. 100900. 

MOST - IMMEDIATE 

No, 137- G, TOP ^gcRET . Continuation of our 
telegram No,136-G ox’ 8th November DAMLE arriving Dolhi 
Pan American Airways Flight,? Tuesday 0005 hours. 


1/ 


• • » t • 


PRIME MINISTER(4 ) t DY MINISTER! FS(2)s CSk2)i DS FEAWTi 
CABINET SECRETARY, 



Superintendent CCB. 


D(15) 

30/12/52 


t 


y 

v 






This will soon be .arriving and will be 
placed in a safe deposit vault. 




2. Most of the treasure consists of damaged 
articles of jewellery. There are also some gold 
pieces. There is no provision in the Customs Law 
for the exemption of such articles from duty. Even 
Government imports have to pay duty. 

3. The only alternative is to treat them as 
objects of historical value. If it is clearly state^d 
at the time of import that Government's intention is 
to display them in a public place, such as a museum, 
bhey would be exempt from duty. I presume that some 
time or other, when we have an historical museum, we 
shall keep these articles there in a special section 
devoted to India's struggle for freedom. Many objects 
of interest connected with the INA and other freedom 
movements could be kept in that section. 

4. If P.M. could confirm that it is the 
intention to keep these articles in a museum at some 
future date and not to sell them and use the proceeds 
for some national purpose ..I shall inform the Central 
Board of Revenue that we are claiming exemption from 
duty on that ground# 





Sd/- R.K. Nehru 
11.11.1952. 


PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT. 




It is difficult to say now what we will do 
with these articles or gold pieces. Ve may inform 
the Central Board of R venue that it is our present 
intention to treat them as historical articles vhih 
might be kept in a museum. In the event of our deolding 
otherwise later, we shall naturally pay such duty 
as may be decided upon. Y n u should really find out 
from the Finance Ministry what they advise in this 
matter. This is, in a sense, Government property, 

Ve do not yet know what the value of it is and what 
we will do with it# 




Sd/- J. Nehru 
11/11/1952. 
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Copy No. v> 






TELEGRAM 


From...... Indombassy, Tokyo. 

To........ Foreign, Nov Delhi. 


MOST IMMEDIATE 

£ J&SSEZ i 


CO 


D.T.O. NOV. 081515 
D.T.R. NOV. 081630 


Of^WfcNTIAL 



No. 136-G. 
I * jr Contlnuat 

r V * « Jrs+n T 



N^I3' 


\% 
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Continuation my TOP SECRET telogram N6.134-G of 
today's dato. If nocossary ploaso Insure stuff worth 
Rs.90,000 repoat 90,000 carried In stool attache case 
weighing approximately 35 repeat 35 lbs as insurance 
NOT possible this end. 


PRIME MINISTER (4 ) t DY MINISTER: FS (2) : CS (2) : 
DSFEAWT * CAB SECY. 


B J1 . (15) ^ ^ 

13/53. 



"PN v/^ree^. 

Suporintondont C.C.B. 


r 







'\ 



O.T.P . 




D.T.O. 

D.T.R. 


NOV. 081230 
NOV. 0«1530 

/A 

.V 



» Prom RAUF. Your Top Secret tolcgram No. 27621 30th 
October. DAMLE bringing stuff and copy of list by Pan 
American Airways flight 3 loaving 9th reaching Delhi 10th 
evening. Kindly instruct Customs authoritios for Customs 
exemption. 


-J c - PRIME MINISTERS I DY MINISTER: 

/ ’ 

• - CAB SECY. 



FS (2) : CS (2) < DSFEAWT: 


'P NJcoyvu*, 

Superintendent C.C.B. 





') 


O.T.P 


mmm 

From...,, 
To, 


• TOP jfytLl 

Foreign, New Delhi 
Indombassy, Tokyo 


CCB No* 5854 



DTO OCT 301530 




No, 27621. 10 For RAUF 

Your Top Secret telegram 131-G of 
October 27th, Please send authenticated list along 
with the stuff through DAMLE. 

****** 

PRIME MINISTER (4)* DY KIN: F3 (B): CS (2): DSEEAWT; 

CAB SECY: 

Superintendent CCB 


DR. ( 13) 

301900 
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Joint Secretary (AP) ' s Office 


P.M.O. may please refer to their U.O. 
No. 870/ 11/P/ 10/ 93 -Pol dated 9 August, 1994 
regarding Netaji. 


Foreign Secretary has directed 
copy of TS note No . 89/2/1/94-TS dated 
1994 about Netaji' s death be sent to 
information . 


that a 
22 July 
you for 



( R.S. Kalba ) 
Joint Secretary (AP) 
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Ms Sjij^ta Mehta, Director (PMO) 
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MEA u.o. No.29€7^JS(A)/94 dt. 22.8.1994 
Ho ■ 17 1 ^<; 0 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
Joint Secretary( AP) ' s Office 



P.M.O. may please refer to MEA U.O. No. 2927- 
fcJ » £ JS(AP)/94 dated 22 August 1994 and also their U.O. v 

Note No.870/ll/P/10/93-Pol dated 9th August, 1994 
regarding Netaji. 


2. Foreign Secretary has directed that a copy of 
the note below be forwarded to PMO along with a 
copy of letter No. TOK/102/2/92 dated 27 September, 
1994 and its enclosure, received from our 
Ambassador in Tokyo, for information and record. 


Ms Sujafra Mehta, Director(PMO) 

MEA/tf.O. No. 2 ->-|m|nuo 



( R.S. Kalha ) 
Joint Secretary( AP) 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(Asia Pacific Division) 





A credible and Detailed explanation from 
Japanese authorities as to why the cremation 
certificate was not in Netaji's name is necessary. 

(Contention of Shri Ashish Ray ) 

Position as per our records 

There is no information on this issue available 
in the records. However, two enquiry committees in 
1956 (Sbab Nawaz) and 1970 (Khosla) examained a large 
number of files and 224 witnesses (including 100 
abroad) and came to the conclusion that Netaji died in 
the air crash at Taihoku on 18th August, 1945. The 
Cabinet considered this report and accepted the 
finding. The report of the Khosla Commission alongwith 
Memorandum of Action Taken, was laid on Table of both 
Houses of Parliament on 3rd September, 1974. 

2. Report of investigation carried out by Japanese 

Government in 1956 according to which the death of 
Netaji was confirmed and the report was handed over to 
the Indian Government a copy of which exists in files 
at both the Ministry of External Affairs and in the 
Indian Embassy, Tokyo. 

(Contention of Shri Ashish Ray ) 

Position as per our records 


This report is not available among the records 
available with the Ministry of External Affairs. Our 
Mission in Tokyo has also been approached who have also 
been requested to confirm if they possess a copy of 
this report. 

3. To obtain from Russian authorities, information 
that Netaji never visited Soviet Union after August 18, 
1945 if this is indeed the case. 

(Contention of Shri Ashish Ray ) 

Position as per our records 

The Russian Federtaion vide its note No.2/YUA 
dated January 8, 1992 addressed to the Embassy of 
India, Moscow, has confirmed in reply to Embassy of 
India Moscow's Note Verbale of September 16, 1991 to 
the Russian Government, that as per the records 
available in the Central and Republican Archives, there 
is no information about the stay of the former 
President of Indian National Congress, Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose in Soviet Union in 1945 and after that. 



4. A clarification is required from the British 
Government on its stand until at least the late 
1940's that Netaji did not die in the plane crash. 


(Contention of Shri Asbish Ray ) 
Position as per our records. 


There is nothing in records available with us 

5. To subject the urn containing the ashes of 
Netaji into a simple X-ray in order to determine the 
reported gold plated tooth pertaining to Netaji 
lying in the urn. In order to establish the 
genuineness the ashes kept at Renkoji Temple, 
Japan . 


(Contention of Shri Ashish Ray.) 
Position as per our records. 


C.I. C. (Figgess) Report dated 29.9.45. 

No Mention. 


C.S.D.I.C. Report No. 1156 dt. 31.12.45 

On August 23, 1945, B. 1269 in the Company of 
the cleric and staff major and 3 or 4 other 
Japanese visited the crematorium when the ashes of 
Bose were collected and placed in a wooden box 
specially made for the purpose, B. 1269 was shown 
a small piece of gold among the ashes which he 
believes was part of one of Bose's gold teeth. The 
box containing the ashes was then taken to a 
Japanese temple in the city, where a religious 
ceremony was again performed by the cleric. 

Before S.N. Khan Committee on 6.4 . 56 


"On the morning of August 21, 1945, I went to 
the crematorium accompanied by two or three 
Japanese including the civilian and opened the lock 
of the incinerator with key which was with me. I 
was present and I saw the ashes of Netaji' s body 
inside it. We had a wooden urn to collect the 
ashes. We collected some ashes from the head side, 
nearest to the door, and placed them in the urn. I 
remember distinctly that a little piece of gold, 
which was from the filling of one of Netaji's teeth 
was removed and placed in the urn? 

p 

While no X-ray of the urn has so far been 
conducted and no records therefore exist, the 
discrepancy in the date mentioned in the statement 
of Col. Rahman in CSDIC report and in Shah Nawaz 
Committee Report under this heading (as reproduced 



above) may also be noted which refers to dates 
being mentioned as divergent as August 23, 1945 and 
August 21, 1945. 

6. To the option of irreversible judgement from 
the Supreme Court authorising return of the ashes, 
there is already a case before the Chief Justice 
pertaining how Netaji could have been given the 
Bharat Ratna posthumously. There are no records 
which deal with the suggestion of seeking an 
irreversible decision from Supreme Court 
authorising return of the ashes. Records are 
however available pertaining to an objection filed 
in Calcutta High Court challenging the declaration 
of Bharat Ratna Award given posthumously. It may, 
however, be also noted here (file C/551/12/93-JP) 
that GOI has revoked its decision to confer Bharat 
Ratna on Netaji in January 1994. 

7. CCPA approved on 27th February, 1991 proposal 
of MHA that "no useful purpose would be served by 
holding yet another inquiry or by bringing the 
ashes back to India at present as this might create 

unnecessary tensions." 



JS(PMO) in his Note on 24.8.1992 stated "PM 
agrees that the inquiry into the question of 
whether Netaji is dead or alive or the 
circumstances of bis disappearance, need not be re- 

opened" . 


Above reiterated in PMO letter of 15.12.92 
that "circumstances of Netaji' s disappearance need 
not be re-opened." 



***** 
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Embassy of India. 

21 1, Kudan-Minami 2-choine, 



Chiyoda ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone: 03(3262)239 1 
Fax. 03(323 4)4866 


September 27, 1994 


rtfrrft f 


Dear Ranjit, 


Kindly refer to your letter 
JS(AP)/94 dated September 16, 1994 

Netaji's death. 


No. 3379- IcA 
regarding / ' 


In response to a query by the Embassy to the 
Gaimusho, the latter sent a letter dated July 24, 
1956 informing that the cremation permit in the 
name of Mr. Okura is believed to be that of Mr. 
Subhash Chandra Bose. A copy of Gaimusho's letter 
dated July 24, 1956, as well as a copy of the death 
certificate of Mr. Ichiro Okura, is enclosed. 




Yours sincerely, 

Kvm, 

( Prakash Shah ) 


Shri R.S. Kalha 
Joint Secretary (AP) 

Ministry of External Affairs 


NEW DELHI 
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OFFICE OF THE EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER 

I visited Augsborg, Germany, on 2 1st October 1995 to meet Netaji’s 
widow - Mrs. Emily Shenkel Bose and his daughter Prof. Anita Pfaff. Anita’s 
husband - Dr. Hartmann Pfaff as well as their children were present during the 
meeting. Our Ambassador in Bonn Shri S.K.Lambah was also present. During 
the course of our conversation, the following points emerged; 

a) 1 said it was time for forward movement on the issue of return of 

the ashes of Netaji from Japan to India. The Japanese government as well 
as associates of Netaji in Japan were keen that Netaji’s ashes return to his 
motherland. I said that the Indian government was also keen to bring 
back the ashes at a suitable time provided controversial issues were 
resolved to the satisfaction of all concerned. Anita Pfaff said that the 
ashes could be brought to Germany from Japan if the issue of their return 
to India remained controversial. Ambassador Lambah stated that the 
Japanese had already reacted negatively to the proposal of transfering the 
ashes to a third country. 


b) 


1 showed the list of persons to be included in the Official National 
Centenary Celebrations Committee to mark Netaji’s birth anniversary. 



Anita Pfaff made some suggestions which I have communicated separately 
to HRD Minister and MOS (PMO), Shri Bhuvnesh Chaturvedi. She 
accepted my invitation to be a member of the Committee. 

Netaji’s widow and his daughter raised the issue of a suitable 
memorial for Netaji as well as the question of what to do with Netaji’s 
ashes once they had been brought back to India i.e. whether the ashes 
should be immersed in the Ganga or be kept at a place of reverence. I 
said that these issues could be sorted out by the National Committee. 

On the issue of alleged captivity of Netaji in Russia after 1945, I 
showed the members of Netaji’s family an official communication from 
the Russian government stating that it has no record of Netaji’s presence 
in the Soviet Union during or after 1945. Articles from the Russian 
Press pointing to the fact that Netaji was not in the Soviet Union in 1945 
or thereafter, were also shown. 

The entire family expressed happiness over my visit. Anita Pfaff 
and her husband accepted my invitation to visit India. This is expected 
to take place late December, 95 or early January, 1996. 
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ASSESSMENT: 

1 feel that Netaji’s widow and daughter are keen that an early solution be 
found to the issue of return of Netaji’s ashes to India. They seemed convinced 
of the seriousness of purpose on the part of the Indian Government. Anita Pfaff 
made it clear that while she would like to consult other members of the family in 
India, the final decision would rest with her alone. She anticipated opposition 
from some members of the family. She would prefer that the family is not 
divided on this issue. 


By initiating direct contact with Netaji’s immediate family, we have 
achieved some forward movement on the issue of return of Netaji’s ashes to 
India. However, there exists opposition from some sections of Netaji’s family, 
which if articulated publicly, as surely it will be, may be used for partisan 
political ends. Therefore, we need to proceed cautiously to avoid endowing this 
issue with controversial overtones. 


J S. (MI'S OFFICE 

DY. No.7 > 



(Pranab Mukherjee) 
External Affairs Minister 
28 October 1995 
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No. Bon/Amb/98- 6 Cc ) 


My dear Principal Secretary. 


1 . 

Jut ) 


* pf*- 
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March 3. 1998 


Prof. Dr. (Mrs.) Anita Pfaff. daughter of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, had dinner with me 
at my residence yesterday. She handed over a letter addressed to the Prime Minister. I enclose the 
original letter along with a copy. The main point made in the letter is that she is agreeable for 
bringing the ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from Japan to India. 

- . . . _ .k 

2 The subject of the return of ashes has been discussed informally with Prof Anita Pfaff for 
some time. 


3 On instructions from the then External Affairs Minister. Shri Pranab Mukherjee. I had been 
asked to ascertain the views of Prof. Anita Pfaff . She and her husband Dr. Martin Pfaff, who is a 
Member of Parliament, came to my house on 28th September, 199 5 for dinner. 1 found that both 
of them were in favour of return of the ashes to India but, at that time, did not take any categorical 
stand. 

4 Later, Shri Pranab Mukheijee, the then External Affairs Minister transited through Germany 
on October 21 , 1995 to meet Prof. Anita Pfaff. I accompanied him to Augsburg. He had a long 
discussion with Prof. Anita Pfaff in which different viewpoints were expressed. While she was 
favourably inclined to return of the ashes, she was not sure about the timings. Some family members 
advised her that it may be preferable to get them after Netaji's centenary year celebrations were over 
in India. We also met her mother Mrs. Emilie Schenkl-Bose. 


5 A few months later, Mrs. Emilie Schenkl-Bose passed away in March, 1996. I accompanied 
the then Minister of State for Finance Mr. Debiprosad Pal to Augsburg for the funeral on 1 8th March, 
1996. 

6 Prof Anita Pfaff was invited by the then EAM to visit India but the visit was postponed on 
account of her ill-health. When Netaji's centenary celebrations started, n o invitation was initiall y 
issued to Prof. Anita Pfaff. However, when we came to know that Mrs. Jyotsna Bose was being 
invited as her son lives in Hamburg (she lives in Calcutta) and the invitation was, by mistake, sent 
to the Embassy. We got in touch with the Ministry of Culture who immediately sent an invitation 
to Prof. Anita Pfaff but she could not attend due to the short notice. 
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7 PM. when he was EAM. transited through Frankfurt on 9th February. 1997. He asked me 

to renew the invitation extended by his predecessor to Prof. Anita PfafF. Subsequently, Prof. Anita 

Pfaff visited India in March/April. 1997 and again in January, 1998 . She met the President and PM. 

The enclosed letter to PM, she told me. is a continuation of the discussions she had with PM in 

Delhi on January 25, 1998.. 

8 During the discussions yesterday. Prof. Anita Pfaff told me : 

(i) Amongst the family members, she had so far only consulted Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose. After the 
letter reaches PM, she would be informing some other members. She still expects that some 
of them would oppose the move but she felt her decision will have a positive impact on the 
family. 

(ii) She was keen that there is a national consensus among the political parties on this subje ct. 

(iii) As regards the timing, in case a positive decision is taken by the Government, she felt that 
some date in the second half of the yea r could be considered for bringing the ashes to India. 

(iv) In that eventuality, she would like detailed consultations by the Government of India with 
the Japanese authorities, particularly the Priests at the Renkoji temple in Tokyo. 

(v) She was appreciative of the two seminars on Netaji held by the Embassy as a part of 50th 
anniversary celebrations of India's Independence. (The first one was on June 7, 1997 
organised by the Indian Cultural Centre, Berlin and the second seminar was on 16th 
February, 1998 in Frankfurt where Netaji's associates Col. Gurbakhsh Singh DhiUon and Col. 
Lakshmi Sehgal were the Guests of Honour). 

9 I shall be grateful if you could kindly get Dr. Pfaffs letter examined. We can subsequently 

inform her of the decision which is taken. 


10 lam sending a copy of this letter, along with the enclosure, to foreign Secretafv. 

Yours sincerely. 




(Satirvder K. Lam bah) 

Shri N.N. Vohra. 

Principal Secretary to PM 
PMO, 

New Delhi 

Copy, with a copy of the enclosure, to Shri K. Raghunath, Foreign Secretary . Ministry of 
External Affairs. New Delhi. 




Ministry 

(Asia 


of External Affairs 
Pacific Division) 


Sub : Controversy regarding Netail’s death and bringing 
his ashes to India from Japan. 


Reference Ministry of Home Affairs UQ note No. 
I / 1201 4/ 27/93- 1 S ( D . 1 1 I ) of 21 Oct 93 and 3 Nov 93 on the subject 
referred to above. A detailed note incorporating the views of 
this Ministry is enclosed as desired. 

This issues with the approval of the Foreign Secretary. 


( Dil ip Lahi r i ) 

4s <AP> 

23 . 11.93 


M/o Home Affairs ( S h C . I . Joy, Dir (IS _-!).) 

MEA U0 Note No . c.|SSi ((2 (9 VJP dt 23. 11.93 




Copy 
MHA 
MEA * 


to Dir (EAMO) for kind information of EAM. We understand 
as the nodal Ministry is preparing a note on the matter, 
s views had also been sought. 

Lt" — — < 

(Primrose R. Sharma) 
Di rector ( AP ) 
23.11. 93 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(Asia Pacific Division) 


CONTROVERSY REGARDING NETAJ I SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE’S 

DEATH AND BRINGING HIS ASHES TO INDIA FROM JAPAN 


Background 

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose allegedly died in a plane 
crash in Taihoku (Taiwan) in August 1945, He was 49 years old at 
that time. His ashes were taken to the Renkoji temple in Tokyo 
by Habibur Rahman, a colleague of Netaji and handed over to the 
priest of the temple, the Ven’ble Mochizuki, (who died in 1980) 
and who has been succeeded by his son. 

Two Committees of Inquiry and CCPA Decision of 1991 

2. Two Committees of inquiry were set up by the Government 
of India - The Shahnawaz Khan Committee in 1956 and the one 
man Khosla Committee in 1970 to go into the matter of Netaji’s 
death. Both Committees concluded that Subhash Chandra. Bose had 
indeed died in the crash at Taihoku in 1945, although Netaji’s 
own brother, S, C. Bose, who was a member of the Shahnawaz Khan 
Committee, gave a dissenting judgment. Subsequently, the CCPA 
decided that T, no useful purpose would be served by holding yet 
ar ,o.ther inquiry or by bringing the ashes back to India at present 
as this might create unnecessary tensions." 


Controversy over Netall’s Death and return of ashes to India 

3 . The controversy on whether or not Netaji actually died 

in 1945 in Taihoku, and whether the ashes in the Renkoji Temple 
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are indeed those of Netaji, is being continued by a very vocal 
minority among whose leading figures is Shri Samar Guha and the 
Forward Bloc. As against to this, there are many, including some 
of Netaji’s relatives, who accept that the ashes are genuine and 
they have paid homage to them at the Renkoji Temple, as indeed, 
did Jawaharlai Nehru and Indira Gandhi. They feel that the ashes 
should be brought back to India, with all due respect and honour 
as befitting a person of Netaji's stature as part of the full 
public recognition of Netaji’s role and contribution to Indian 
i ndependence . 


4. Former soldiers of the Japanese Imperial Army who 
worked with or were associated with Netaji and the Indian 
National Army (INA) are also strong proponents of this course of 
action. These veterans, (who are members of the Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose Academy in Tokyo) are very concerned that they are 
all old and very few of them are left. They fear that, with 
their passing away, there will be no one left to look after the 
ashes of Netaji. The present priest of the temple, who took over 
after his father’s death, does not hold the same respect for the 
ashes as his father. 
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5. From time to time the War Veterans have been enquiring 
through our Embasy in Tokyo and the Embassy of Japan in New Delhi 
to ascertain our plans for bringing the ashes back to India. The 
Government of Japan has indicated that it would go along with 
whatever the Government of India wished to do but at the same 


time they have indicated that they were under some pressuie 


from 



6. The matter has now assumed some urgency. The annual 
get together of the war veterans of the Subhash Chandra Bose 
Academy in Tokyo, on the accasion of 40th Memorial Service this 
year had received wide media coverage in Japan as the Japanese 
media had also been invited. The press reports focused on the 
concern expressed by the War Veterans of the Academy over 
Government of India’s lack of interest in wishing to receive the 
ashes of Netaji back to India. The Bose Academy members are 
reportedly thinking of disbanding and having the last memorial 
service in 1995 on the occasion of the 50th anniversary. If no 
decision is taken by that time, we may be asked by the temple to 
take charge of the ashes and may have no alternative but to store 
them in our Mission in Tokyo. 


Information from Russia 

7. On thebasisof information and pressure exerted by 
people like Samar Guha, who has never accepted the death of 
Netaji, we had also askedour mission in Moscow to ascertain from 
the erstwhile Soviet Union/present Russian Federation if they had 
any information about Netaji’s presence in Russia during or after 
1945. The Russian Foreign Office had indicated that their 
archives do not contain any material indicating Netaji had gone 
to the Soviet Union. On the other hand, we have been informed by 
a Russian Indologist, Professor Albert Belski, who is associated 
with the bi-monthly "Asia and Africa Today" that the magazine is 
coming out with a series of articles, allegedly based on 
classified KGB archives, claiming, i nteralia, that Netaji Subhash 
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Chandra Bose was an Ml - 6 (British) agent and that one of his 
close associates was a KGB agent. A copy of a note from our 
mission in Moscow is enclosed (Annexure i). The first article in 
the series has been apparently been published. We are awaiting a 
translated text from our Mission. 


Controversy regarding Peace Memorial at Imohal 

8. The Hindustan Times of November 4 has reported that the 

Forward Bloc would oppose "tooth and nail" the decision of the 
Government of India to allow the construction of a monument in 
memory of Japanese soldiers who died in Manipur during World War 
11 as these were, according to the party (Forward Bloc) dubious 
attempts attempts at falsify the freedom movement by denigrating 
the role of the INA led by Subhash Chandra Bose. The Forward 

Bloc had earlier been opposed to bringing back the ashes from 
Japan. It may also be borne in mind that the Forward Bloc had 
been founded by Netaji in 1939. 

MEA’ s Views 

(i) There appears to be widespread sentiment that Netaji's 
birth centenary in 1997 should be appropriately 
commemorated and that Netaji's ashes should be brought 
back to India with due respect and honour. Opposition 
to bringing back the ashes is only from a small group of 
Forward Bloc figures and Shri Samar Guha. 




(ii) In the likely event that the Japanese Temple approaches 
us over the next 2 or 3 years to take charge of the 
ashes, it would be most inappropriate if we declined to 
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do so, or stored the ashes unobtrusively in our Mission, 
due to the continuing controversy over the ashes being 
kept alive by a small minority. 


Ar 
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(iii) A consensus in favour of burying the controversy and 
bringing the ashes back to India from Japan could be 
promoted if the likely contingency of our being 
constrained to dispose of Netaji’s ashes as indicaated 
in Para 2 above was made known publicly. Respected 
public figures and others could be discreetly encouraged 
to make statements, including in Parliament, requesting 
the Government to bring back the ashes. 

(iv) Alternatively, a Committee to commemorate Netaji’s birth 
centenary in 1997 could be established, with the 
participation of public figures of various political 
opinions, and the call to bring back Netaji’s ashes 
could be made by the Committee. 
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Meeting with Nr. V.K, Touradjev. Deputy Editor-in-Chief, 

" Asia and Africa Today*', at 1200 hrs, on 29 June 93 


As desired by the Ambassador, I called on Mr. V » K . Tourad je v . 
Deputy Editor-in-Chief of the monthly journal "Asia and Africa 
Today" at 1200 hrs. on 29 June 1993. After exchanging pleasantries 
and exploring the possibility of further cooperation between the 
Mission and the journal "Asia and Africa Today", I enquired from 
Touradjev whether "Asia and Africa Today" would soon start 
publishing a series of articles, based on KGB archives, alleging 
in ter-alia that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was an MI-6 agent and 
that a close aide of his had worked for the KGB. 




Touradjev confirmed that the August (8/93) issue of 
"Asia and Africa Today" would carry an article titled "The Secret 
Behind the Death of S.C. Bose" by Prof. Raikov, a well known_ 
Indologist based in Liptsk. The article would explore the 
various theories advanced from time to time, regarding the 
circumstances of Netaji's death. Its inclusion was essentially 
meant to generate reader interest_in two further articles which 
would be published in the September (9/93) and October (10/93) 
issues of "Asia and Africa Today". Touradjev clarified that he 
was the author of these two articles and that they were based on 
KGB archives which he had been privileged to personally examine 
and which had been shared with him by contacts he had in the 
Russian intelligence service. In an attempt to convince me that 
his articles were based on genuine KGB documents, Touradjev showed 
me from afar a copy of a letter dated 11/12/1943, marked "MOST SECRET' 
and addressed by a Col. G.A. Hill of British Intelligence to a 
Col. Osipov of Soviet Intelligence. 

In response to a query, Touradjev clarified that to the 
best of his knowledge the Russian Intelligence Service did not 
possess a separate file on Netaji. In his view, this would seem 
to show that Netaji had never visited the Soviet Union since, at 
least in earlier years, a file was usually opened on every foreigner 
arriving in the country. The documents lie had based his articles 
upon were primarily reports filed by the then Russian intelligence 
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Netaji was a widely respected national leader whose memory was 
deeply cherished by the people of India. 

In response to this and other queries, Touradjev made 
the following points: 

(a) His articles did not bring out that' Netaji was a MI-6 
agent, in the sense of his being a "paid functionary". Equally, 
they did, however, show that Netaji "cooperated" with the British. 
In this context, fouradjev- pointed- out- that without British 
acquiescence Netaji could not have escaped so easily from India 

or lived for so long in Kabul'. Moreover, the . ins true tions which 
Netaji sent from Berlin for carrying out subversive acts against 
the British in India, were'never translated into action since the 
British knew of them and could take corrective measures. Touradjev 
repeatedly emphasized that the KGB documentation which he had 
access to left him in no doubt that "Netaji had cooperated with the 
British". He added that only MI-6 could inform whether the 
relationship went beyond "cooperation" as additional details would 
only be available with them. He hoped that, once his articles were 
published, the British would join in sharing information on Netaji. 

(b) The KGB documentation, however, conclusively established 
that Bhagat Ram - Netaji's aide in Kabul - had served as an agent 
of several foreign intelligence services e.g. the British, Russian, 
German, Italian and others. This would be brought out clearly in 
his articles. 

(c) His articles would be "scientifically presented" in the 
sense that they would fully annotated and would provide details of 
every important document referred to or quoted. They would thus 
analyze specific documentation and would not be largely speculative 
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In his view, the KGB archives material which he has 


quoted in his articles made Netaji "go up in his esteem, since . 
it showed that he (Netaji) had contributed to the defeat of 
Fascism". He felt that his articles would in fact show Netaji 
as being an "even greater nationalist" since Netaji had striven 
for an independent India, rather than an India subservient to 
Germany or Japan. Touradjev clarified that the intention behind 
his articles was not to denigrate Netaji as a leader who had the 
best interests of India in mind, but to contribute to a better 
understanding of Netaji's historic role. 

In response to my query, Touradjev pointed out that 
the August (8/93) and September (9/93) issues of "Asia and Africa 
Today" (containing Prof. Raikov's articles and the first of his 
two articles) had already been sent to the printers. I did not 
specifically urge him to have the articles withdrawn, since it 
was evident that he would not do so in any case._ 
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Ambassador 
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On the request of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, MEA with the approval of the Foreign 
Secretary, had sent its views, placed below, on the 
(l question of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose's Death and 
on bringing his ashes to India from Japan. 

This is an extremely sensitive matter which 
needs to be discussed in the party and with senior 
political figures before any action is initiated by 
any of the Ministries. A routine handling of the 
case could have unnecessary repercussions. I 

would, therefore, submit for PM's consideration 
that he constitutes a high-powered group chaired by 
himself to look into this matter and give suitable 
directions . 


I 



(DINESH SINGH) 

23 December, 1993 
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iiaikassy Ol INDIA, 

MOSCOW. 


July 2, 1993. 




In continuation of my letter No . MOS/ AMB/ 8 1 8/ 93 of June 
24, I enclose a self-explanatory note recorded by Counsellor 
Ajai Malhotra, after his meeting with Mr. V.K. Touradjev, 
Deputy Editor-in-Chief of the journal ’’Asia and Africa Today". 









Yours sincerely, 


sd/~ 

( R. Sen ) 



Shri Naiin Surie, 

Joint Secretary (EE), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi . 


/ 



\/ Copy, along with enclosure, to Shri Prabhakar Menon, Joint 
Secretary, Prime Minister's Office, New Delhi. 
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Embassy of India 
Moscow 



Meeting with M r. V.k. Touradjev. Deputy Ed i tor~i n-Chic F , 
" Asia and Africa Today* *' , at 1200 hrs. on 29 June C H 


-K As desired by the Ambassador, I called on Mr. V . K . Tournd jr v . 

Deputy Editor-in-Chief of the monthly journal "Asia and Africa 
Today" at 1200 hrs. on 29 June 1993. After exchanging pleasantries 
and exploring the possibility of further cooperation between the 
Mission and the journal "Asia and Africa Today", I enquired from 
* Touradjev whethe r "Asia a nd Africa Today" would soon start 

publishing a series of articles, b ased on KGB archives, alleging 
inter -alia that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was an MT~6 agent and 

that a close aide of his had worked for the KGB. 

i 

Touradjev confirmed that the August (8/93) issue of 
"Asia and Africa Today" would carry an article titled "The Secret 
Behind the Death of S.C. Bose" by Prof. Raikov, a well known 
Indologist based in Liptsk. The article would explore the 
various theories advanced from time to time, regarding the 

* 

circumstances of Netaji’s death. Its inclusion was essentially 
meant to generate reader interest in two further articles which 
would be published in the September (9/93) and October (10/93) 
issues of "Asia and Africa Today". Touradjev clarified that he 
was the author of these two articles and that they were based on 
KGB archives which he had been privileged to personally examine 
and which had been shared with him by contacts he had in the 
Russian intelligence service. In an attempt to convince me that 
his articles were based on genuine KGB documents, Touradjev showed 
me from afar a copy of a letter dated 11/12/1943, marked "MOST SECRET 
and addressed by a Col. G.A. Hill of British Intelligence to a 
Col. Osipov of Soviet Intelligence. 

In response to a query, Touradjev clarified that to the 
best of his knowledge the Russian Intelligence Service did not 
possess a separate file on Netaji. In his view, this would seem 
to show that Netaji had never visited the Soviet Union since, at 
least in earlier years, a file was usually opened on every foreigner 
arriving in the country. The documents he had based his articles 
upon were primarily reports filed by the then Russian intelligence 
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agents in Kabul, letters addressed by British Intelligence to 
their Soviet counterparts, plus other stray correspondence which 
he had come across in the KGB archives. 


I specifically queried Touradjev as to whether his two 
articles contained references alleging that Nctaji had been a 
British agent. If so, this would be quite unfortunate, given that 
Netaji was a widely respected national leader whose memory was 
deeply cherished by the people of India. 

In response to this and other queries, Touradjev made 
the following points: 

(a) His articles did noj: bring out that Netaji was a MI-6 

agent, in the sense of his being a "paid funct ionary". E qually, 

they did, however, show that Netaji "cooperated" with the British. 

^ ~ 

In this context. Touradjev pointed out that without British 

a cquTes cence Netaji could not have escaped so easily from India 

or lived for so long in Kabul. Moreover, the instructions which 

Netaji sent from Berlin for carrying out subversive acts against 

the British in India, were never translated into action since the 

British knew of them and could take corrective measures. Touradjev 

repeatedly emphasized that the KGB docume ntation which he had 

access to left him in no doubt that “Netaji had cooperated with the 

British". He added that only MI-6 could inform whether the 

relationship went beyond "coopera t ion" as additional details would 

only be available with them. He hoped that, once his articles were 

published, the British would join in sharing information on Netaji. 

(b) The KGB documentation, however, conclusively established 
that Bhagat Ram - Netaji's aide in Kabu l - had served as an agent 

of several foreign int ellige nce services e.g^ tjie British. Russian. 

German, Italian and others. This would be brought out clearly in 
his articles. 

(c) His articles would be "scientifically presented" in the 
sense that they would fully annotated and would provide details of 
every important document referred to or quoted. They would thus 
analyze specific documentation and would not be largely speculative. 
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(d) In his view, the KGB archives material which he has 

quoted in his articles made Netaji "go up in his esteem, since 
it showed that he (Netaji) had contributed to the defeat of 
Fascism". He felt that his articles would in fact show Netaji 
as being an "even greater nationalist" since Netaji had striven 
for an independent India, rather than an India subservient to 
Germany or Japan. Touradjev clarified that the intention behind 
his articles was not to denigrate Netaji as a leader who had the 
best interests of India in mind, but to contribute to a better 
understanding of Netaji's historic role. 

In response to my query, Touradjev pointed out that 
the August (8/93) and September (9/93) issues of "Asia and Africa 
Today" (containing Prof. Raikov's articles and the first of his 
two articles) had already been sent to the printers. I did not 
specifically urge him to have the articles withdrawn, since it 
was evident that he would not do so in any case. 


(Ajai Malhotra) 
Counsellor (Inf.) 
30.6. 1993 



Ambassador 
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NliAL 

fmbassy or india, 

MOSCOW. 



June 24, 1993. 


AMBASSADOR 


We have learnt from a Russian Indologist, Prof. Albert 
Belsky, that the bi-monthly journal, "Asia and Africa Today", with 
which he is associated, will scon start onbl i sbi nt? a series of 
articles, based on classified KGB archives, alleging inter-alia 
that Netaji Subash Bose was a Ml —6 (British) agent and that one of 
his close aides was a KGB agent. 
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2. From time to time, there has been media speculation on 
Netaji 's visits to the then Soviet Union in 1941 and during and 
after 1945. The Russian Foreign Ministry had informed us in 
January 1992, on the basis of the documents available in their 
Central and Republican archives, that there was no evidence that 
Netaji had stayed in the Soviet Union during or after 1945. We had 
also sent to MEA seme archival documents obtained from the Soviet 
Foreign Office in 1990. None of these materials contained even a 
hint of such scurrilous allegations. 

3. The journal "Asia and Africa" ha? a limited circulation, 
but it is subscribed to by libraries, academic institutions and 
scholars in Russia and abroad. If such a sensational story appears 
in the journal, it will b° picked up immediately by journalists 
based in Moscow. Seme Indian journalists have already got wind of 
it. 
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4. In the prevalent situation in Russia, which is vastly 
different from that in the former Soviet Union, official pressures 
or persuasion are hardly effective in preventing the publication of 
articles even in journals of the Russian Academy of Sciences. 
Nonetheless, I have asked our Counsellor ( nformation) to meet the 
Deputy Edi tor-in-Chief to check whether the report about the 
forthcoming articles is correct and, if so to persuade him not to 
publish articles containing such concocted charges about a highly 
respected national leader whose memory is cherished by the people 
of India. If the journal does have plans to carry such articles, I 
will also speak to seme others, though [ doubt whether such 
-demarches would be of much use. 
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Dixit , 
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Foreign Secretary, 
Ministry of External Affni 

New Delhi . 
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Yours sincerely. 


( R. Sen ) .» 








Copy t o : 


1. Shri Nalin Surie, Joint Secretary (E E) , Ministry of External 

Affairs, New Delhi. 



Shri Prabhakar Menon, 
Delhi . 


Joint Secretary, Prime Minister's Office, New 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(Asia Pacific Division) 


Our current file no. C/551/7/92-<fP on Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose sent from Secretary (East)’s Office vide diary no. 
1479/Secy (E ) /93 dt. 17.9.93 to JS(M), PMO, is required urgently 
in connection with an enquiry received from the Home Ministry. 
Grateful if we could have the file back. A copy of JS(Shri M. 
Venkateswara Iyer), MHA is attached for information. 





(Primrose R. Sharma) 
Director (AP) 

07. 10.93 


DSiS<PH0 

T? 

CC: Shri M. Venkateswara Iyer, JS, MHA 






Sim 

* 



Reference PMO UO Note No, 570/1 ! /?/ 10/9 3-F'o i dt. 
3 - 10,93, Files no, C/551/7/92' JP % C/551/14/90-JP Uiongwith a 
folder bearing No, C/55 1/7/92-JP ) regarding Netaii Subhash 
Chandra Bose are returned herewith, as desired. 


‘Vi* -V* 


(AA>v V"^ t' 




ly — 

(Primrose R. Sharaa) 
Director (AP) 

05. 10.93 


Hs. Su^arfa Mehta, 

DSfgf. PH0~ 
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CCB NO. 4361 
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TELEGRAM. 


From: Foreign, New Delhi. 

To: Indenbassy, Peking, 


DTO JULY 021730 


IMIEPIAIL 


No. 28422, 



Bahadur Singh from Kaul 


X. 


Reference Stracey's letter No.D.3207-FEA/56 of 


29th June 1956 sent by bag on 3Cth June concerning verification 
of a person said to be Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in an 
enlargement sent along with letter. Hie photo appeared in 
booklet entitled "TRADE UNION DELEGATION IN CHINA" published 
by the Workers Press Peking September 1952. It also appeared 
in Illustrated China about that time. As Netaji Enquiry 
Committee is shortly finalising report, your reply about 
photograph required most urgently. You cay kindly ask 
Mongolian Embassy for specific name of the gentleman in or-.;.? 
to enable us set controversy at rest. 


*0*000* 


PPS TO PM, PS TO PM(4), MINISTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO, 

DEPUTY MINISTER, SG(2), FS(2), CS(2), JSE , DSXP, USFEA(2), 

songo & Cabinet secretary. 


♦ Slkka »( 22) 
02/7, 
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Telegram 

From: 

To 5 


Foreign New Delhi, 
I nd embassy Tokyo, 



CCB NO . 3370 . 


fNTlAL 


DTO MAY 3£1330, 


j vr 


IK;: EDI ATS 

No. 28409. Ambassador from Kaul, 




vf' 


Reference our telegram No, 28407 May 22. U.K. 
High Commission have just informed us that their Consul 
in Taipeh has telegraphed that Formosan authorities are 
willing to allow 5 Chinese whose names were given by 
Committee to be examined by British Consul in the presence 
of Formosan officials. They are however not prepared to 
let than go to Hongkong to appear before our Committee. 
British Consul would like to have names in Chinese of the 
witnesses and the corresponding Giles references, 

2. He did not mention anything about the entries 
in the Crematorium Register and is being reminded about it, 

3, Formosan authorities' refusal to allow witnesses 
to go to Hongkong is significant. It is possible that 
they nay tutor their witnesses and make them give wrong 
statements ^hich may only complicate the work of the 
Committee, Our opinion therefore that Committee should 
not visit Formosa is confirmed. Please consult and ask 
them whether they would still like British Consul in 
Formosa to examine Chinese witnesses. Our advice would 

be that you should wait till you hear from the Japanese 
authorities in response to your approach. 


TO PM: PS TO. PM(4): MINISTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO: MINIS!©: 
DY MINIS!'©: SG( 2) : FS( 2) : CS( 2) : J3E: DSXP: SOFA: USFEA(2)t 
SONGO AND CAB SECY. 


BHATIA( 24) 
24-5-1956. 


Superintendent CCB. 
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CONVC^NTIAL 
Foreign, Now Delhi. 

Indembassy, Tokyo. 

DTP M*Y 221400 
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Mo, S407. 

Ambassador from Kaul. 

Your tcldgram No. 44 May 19. Matter has boon placed 
before Primo Minister. Wo had made it clear to Committee 
in Delhi that it would not be practicable or advisable 
for them to visit Formosa. The only possible advantage of 
going there might have been to see entries in hospital 
registers. At that time the hospital was run by the 
Japanese and all the Japanese must have come bWay. There 
can bo no first hand evidence available there. It is 
conceivable however that some entries in the’ hospital 
register might give seme further information. Wo would 
like you to suggest to the Committee that you may on their 
behalf request the Japanese Go Vermont to ask their 
Ambassador in Formosa to bo good ondugh to see the hospital 
entries and secure certified copies. A.t the Committee's 
request we had approached U.K. High Commission hero to get 
this information for us but have not had a reply yet. The < 
Japanese Ambassador in Formosa would bo in a better position ' 
to handle this matter than the British who have only a Consul, 


2, We have considered the matter again and are not in 
favour of the Committee visiting Formosa. Japanese good 
offices may enable Committee to land there but it is 
unlikely that the Formosan Government will give any facilities. 
In fact they may put obstacles and suggest degrading 
conditions. Apart from "this politically this will be very 
embarrassing for us and might lead to complicating situations. 
If the Committee fed that there may bo some public criticism 
hero later they are at liberty to state, if necessary, that 
Bstcrnal Affairs Ministry advised than against a visit to 
Formosa. 
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JL<24h 

22-5-56 




PPS TO PM, PS TO Minister without 'Portfolio, Minister, 

Deputy Minister, SG(g), F8(2), CS(2), £3$ DSXP, SDF*, USFB<2>, 
ST NOT and Cabinet Secretary. 


Superintendent CCB 
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From: 


No. 44. 


r t 

Indanbassy, Tokyo. 
Foreign, New E'elhi. 


IMMEDIATE 


HJTT from SEN. 


CCB No. 516C 

1T ^3^ r 

COI^ratNTIAL 

DTO MAY 191730 
DTR MAY 193015 


&) 


In a confidential letter to me today the Netaji 
Enquiry Committee states "the Committee has examined a 
number of witnesses in Japan and feel it would be very 
* By da. desirable to pay* a visit to Formosa if it is at all 

possible. The Japanese Foreign Office has been helping 
the Committee in its work in every way and it may be 
presumed that they would be helpful if a proposal for 
Committee's visit to Formosa is made to them. At a small 
party given by Mr. HATTORI Chief of the Asian Desk and others 
of the Foreign Office this matter was brought up informally 
and Kr. HATTORI gave me* to* understand that such a request 
if made to than they would be willing to use their good 
offices with the Taiwan authorities. The Committee has 
another two weeks in Japan and would be obliged if the 
possibility of paying a visit to Formosa is further examined 
to enable than to do so during this time". The position 
appears to be that the Japanese Government will not give 
any definite undertaking to move in the matter without 
a definite proposal either from the Committee or frcm the 
jC Unbassy and neither of us can make such a^request without 

Government approval in view of EUTT's letter to the Committee 
03th April. I have today explained to the Committee the 
/further deterioration in the relations between India and 
/Formosa over Formosa's disruption of diplomatic relations 
with Egypt but feel that if this approach by the Committee 
is peremptorily dismissed the Committee will have a 
grievance which may make their whole report infructuous in 
the eyes of some sections of our people. In my view therefore 
the Committee should be permitted to approach Japanese 
Government for their good offices in tne matter* even if 
Snbassy Jceep out of it. 


Please place this before Prime Minister. 


4 
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PPS TO PM: PS TO PM (4) : MINI ST Tl WITHOUT PORTFOLIO - MINI STERs 
DY. MINISTER: SG(2): FS(2): CS(2): JSEx DSXPi SOFA: 

0 SFEA( 2) : SON GO AND CAST NET SECRETARY. ' 



Superintendent CCB. 
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T&EOR** 

From 

To 


” T’ 

CGB NO. 11864 


Indembassy, Tokyo 
foreign, New Delhi. 
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DTO NOVB^BSR 121230 
DTR NOVEMBER 121415 


/ 

No, 107. 


IMMSEF. ATB 






foreign Secretary from Ambassador* Late S0TBHA3 
CHWDRA BOSE. KAUL*s letter No. 248 3-N 00/55 ^IBth October. 
Please inforo Prime Minister that in accordance with 
his directive I have discussed with Foreign Minister the 
proposal to send enquiry committee to investigate into 
circumstances of death and the identity of the ashos. 
Foreign Minister has consulted the Cabinet and I havo 
been infoimod that Japanese Government accept tho 
proposal fully and will be glad to cooperate in ©very 
way*. 

Awaiting further instructions*. 




PPS TO PM* PS TO 1 PM(4>, Minister, Deputy Miniifcop| 80(2), 
EB(2), CS(2), JSEf JSAD* J8A, DS2P, SO NGO and dfcftnet 
Secretary* 




JX(22) . 
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Sup erlntcoAJOt OCB 


0 


4 



From: Ind embassy, Tokyo. 

To ; Foreign, New Delhi. 


DTO S2J-T 221640 
DTR 33rT 222110 


-T \ 


*By ch. 
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No. 91. From Ambassador. 

Your telegram No. 6437 21st September. Second 
memorial service for SQBHAS CHANDRA* BOSE. Fall details 
sent try bag today. Please await same. Briefly a second 
service was held by Renlcoji Tanple authorities on 38th 
September. Japanese Government having erroneously decided 
against representation at 38th August service changed their 
previous* stand about attendance at a private memorial 
service in Tanple and attended this second service. 

Japanese Foreign Office was warned clearly that this 
behaviour of the Tanple authorities in holding a second 
service would arouse controversy particularly if Japanese 
Government were represented in any manner specially in 
face of their abstention from the correct* manorial service 
of 18th August. We suspect Japanese are somehow anxious 
for transfer of ashes and have therefore encouraged 
controversial publicity now. Our stand* is that having 
attended the correct 10th anniversary Memorial Service on 
18th August we should not be pressed* into attending another 
service so soon thereafter otherwise Japanese may hold a 
service every month as they have hinted they well might 
just to accentuate controversy and show that India is 
defaulting in taking over the ashes. So far as the Tanple 
authorities are concerned they seem to be looking forward 
to some monetary reward from us for keeping the ashes. 

Would request your clear instructions after you have seen 
our detailed report mentioned above. 


PPS TO PM: PS TO PM(4): MINISTER: BY .MINISTER: SG(2): 

✓ 

FS(2) : CS(2) : JSE: JSAD: JSA: DSXP: DSE: US FSA: 

FEA SEC (2) : SO NGO & CABINET SECRETARY,' 



22/9/1955, 


/ 

Superintendent CCB. 

• (?) 



O.T.P. 


CCB 0.6437 


From 

To 


Telegram 


Foreign, -:cw Delhi 
I nd embassy, Tokyo. 



DTO September Si Kil 


i: MEDIATE 


No. 6437. There have been reports ir. newspapers 
here on ^morial Service held for Subha s Chandra 3osc in 
Tokyo last Sanday. The temple in which it was held was 
not specifically named but from descriptions it appears 
to be Renkoji temple. 

Ceremony is reported to have toucued off controversy 
among local Indians over the authenticity of Netaji's ashes 
and some have denounced ceremony which is reported to 
have been attended by only three Indians. Three former 
Japanese Army officials have also joined this controversy 
and testified to fact of Netaji's death and the authenticity 
of ashes. 

Short Notice question has been asked in the Parliament. 
Surprisingly we have had no report from you. Last report 
! received from, you was in Dar' s' letter. :!c. F/5( l)NGO-l, dated 
‘ 30th August, 1965 in which he described Memorial Service 
; held on the 13th August in Renkoji temple. This appears to be 
| the second ceremony held in same temple. Embassy officials 
/ with our permission attended the ceremony of 18th August but 
reports say that boycotted last ceremony of 18th September 
which reported to have been attended by representative of 
Japanese Foreign Office. Please telegraph full facts and 
also whether Indian Embassy boycotted ISth September 
Memorial Service. 


PPS TO PM: PS TO PM(4): MINISTER: DY MINISTER: GG(2hF8(2): 
CS(2): JSAD: Jflft.: Jffi: DSCP: Dffii UffEA: FEA ffiC(2):SDNG0 
AND CABINET 33CRSTAHY . 



Superintendent CCB 


ftiivpuri/26 
21.9 . 19 55. 
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•By ch. 
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^.No, 2jLU)huU- 


TELEGRAM 


OTP 

SH p/TRT 


From - Indenbassy, Tokyo. 
To - Foreign, New Delhi. 



IWEPJaIE 


DTO JULY 29 1630 
DTR JULY 291900 



No. 73. From Ambassador. Your telegram No. 28434 dated 28 July 
Late SUBHAS CHANDRA* BOSE. Ky views generally same as RAUF's. 
Main question is whether Government are in a position publicly* 
to accept fact of death. If they are then there could* be* 
no* objection* to Embassy participating in memorial services 
here. It will be realised that participation in memorial 
service here will also involve Government in other actions 
which must logically follow. Whole issue seems obviously 
tied up with repercussions at home and I feel can best be 
decided at policy level in India. Japanese feelings* or* 
those of community here not of much Importance. 


PPS ID PM i PS ID PM (4) i MINISTER: SG(2)» FS(2)j CS(2)» JS El 
JS ADi JS A: JS P: BS XPi DS El US FEAi US PT II: FEA SBC(2>- 

PT II SBC(2)i SO NGO & CAB SECY. 

\ \ 

Superintendent CCB. 


/PS(29) 

29-7-55. 
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CCB NO. 5061. 


TELEGRAM 


From - Foreign, New Delhi. 
To - Ind embassy, Tokyo* 



jmmjn 


ENT1AL 


DTO JULY 281230 

,.A' 




No. 28434. 


ifo. 


3£'A 


For ambassador. Your No. 71 July 26. Kindly 
telegraph your views and see Rauf's d.o. No.FS(I)NGO( 1). 

23rd June 1954 to Kaul. 

y •••#•* 

PPS TO PM i PS TO PMf4)i MINISTER i SG(2 )j FS(2)i CS(2) i JSfij 
JS ADt JS At JS Pi DS XPi DS E: U3 FEu: US PTII: FEA SEC (2): 
PT II SEC ( 2) : SO N GO AND CAB SECY. 


Superintendent CCB. 


/PS(29) 

28-7-55. 





DTP JULY 261540 
DTR JULY 261800 


a nffioami 


A 


No. 71. Late SUBHAS CH..NDRA BOSE. Chief Priest of Henkoji 
Buddhist Temple who has all along had custody of ashes 
proposes holding for first time formally a memorial servSfcae 
on 18th August. Temple authorities ask Embassy approval 
for this and request presence of Ambassador and other at the 
occasion. Please advise action desired. 




m 


PPS TO PM; PS TO PMT4); MDHSTffii SG(2); FS(2)i /SIf 

JS AD; JS A; JS P; DS XP: DSEi US FEAi US PTII« FBtL SgE { B) i 

s £ Vi 3 * r + / » 

PT II SEC (2) i- SO NGO AND C«B SECY. 


* 

Super intendent CfcB . 

/PSC29) 

26-7-55. 





**f* v 


* By oh. 


SECRET 


to, 4, al. 


O.T.P. 
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telegr;^: 

Prom: 

To: 


No, 33 GS. 



India, Tokyo. 
Foreign, New Delhi* 



WQ, 


• ^ 




DTO APRIL 281430. 
DTR .PRIL 281860, 


M.RAMAMURTI only source available confirm* AYER 
and himself having received ashes September 1946 and 
entrusted them to* custody of RENKOJI Temple Horinonchi 
Suginaniku Tokyo. TRIVEDI has visited temple and seen 
casket. Further verification obviously'impossible._ 

2. According to understanding at time or deposit 
temple authorities prepared to despatch ashes to India 
provided repeat provided arrangements made for reception 
in India with honour and ceremonies appropriate to 
deceased leader. 

PPS to PM, PS to PM(4) , Eir.MINISTF J R, SG # FS SECY CB f 
DSFEA, DSXP, USFEA, CJK BR(6), CiBRET SECRETARY, 

AND SUPDT.NGO BR. 

Superintendent CCB. 
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V 

imkediate 



Copy of D.O. letter Mo. 196-FS(P)/05 dated tbs 13th August, 
1965 from Star! A.P. Venkateswaran, First Secretary, Embassy of India, 
Moscow to Shri Upaodara Lai, Under Secretery(EE) , M.E.A. , Net Delhi. 


Plaasa refdr to your lottor No.ll/41l( ll)/65 
datod tho Tth August, 1996, forward lag ths Rajya Sabha Starrod 
Qua at ion No. 1573 by Shri P.C. Mitra regarding tho whereabouts of 
Notaji Sub ha Chandra Boss. 

2. As yon aro a*ara , aany ysars ago tbs Government 

of India bad appointed a high-powered coanittaa to enquire into tha 
circumstances of Nataji's death and it *ea established that he died 
in a plana crash. Govonnent had accepted the Committee's report. 

Ob this basis ve believe that there should really be no need to 
verify fanciful stories pit out from tine totiae on the subject, 

3. However , in view of what you have nentioned 

about tha question involvingthe sentlnents of the people of Bengal, 
Ambassador had said that we nay take this up very informally with the 
Soviet Foreign Office. 1 accordingly brought this story to tha 
attention of tha South Asia Division in tha Soviet Foreign Office, 
where I had called in another connection, ^be concerned official cad 
had already seen this report in the Indian newspapers and appeared 
considerably amused. He stated that be could only comment in a 
personal capacity. He said that there was no basis whate soever inthe 
story and added that he could not escape the feeling that the story 
vas a "mischievous invention". 

I hope this should be enough for your purposes. 

Vith kind regards. 
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COST 

fluvcriiiuMit of India, 
Minintry of J£xt*rit*l Affair a 




■*^.WI/ 41 l(li )/«0 


Datte tka UH *ag«»t, 1 M 


j ») ^ 

Dear Skri Hakaitivirai <, t 

fkMk yao f«r jmt Utter Ba.ltS-F»(P)/te 
iti*d tte Uih Aagwat, USD ragardiag &aj ya Sakha 
Qaa alias a« vhirifcbaati af BatsJ ft lakhu Ckatera ■ 

I «mUm» far yaw iafaraatisa* a aapy «f ra ply 
|tm la tka Mjyt lakht a* tka Ifth Mput, IMS. 
Bfttk kite ragarda. 


l ~V- * . 


Yaw a teaaaraly, 

y 

( u pate* a L ml ) 



atari A.P, Ttaktkiwtru, 
Fir at Sacratary, 

fcfcsaay af ladlt, 




#• 1 . 


6 



:»M with a copy af Skri Yaakataa«araa* a 
rVffo af Jtajya Sab ha gaaatiaa farvardte. 


VV 1 ’’ 


/ Cai 
latter ate 
far iafarmat^aa, tat— 

sS\, Skri l.L. ttapta, Dtear Saar a tar y, 
Prtaa Siaiatar* a Saar atari at, Bar Balhi. 
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S. Ckiaa Biriaiaa. 
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Utear/Saaratary (KS) 
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Telegram 


0* T. C, 4 ;..' tfjq 

CC 


From: Ind embassy Tokyo. 
To: Foreign New Delhi, 


Sgg feT 



/ 

No. 159. 


IMMEDIATE 


_ _ 

Vfr O 

TtM- . LV^ 

CCB No. 10347 


DTG AUGUST 061230 
DTR AUGUST 061650 
Year 1968 


Secretary I from Ambassador. 



v 

/and KAYA 


Memorial meeting commemorating death of NETAJI BOSE 
being organised on 18th August at Renkoji Temple Tokyo, where 
his ashes are enshrined, under apparently newly constituted 
Bose Memorial Service Committee of which Chairman is former 
Prime Minister KISHI and members include General T0J0' s widow, 
SUZUKI former President .of war time Great East Asia Agency 
(co-prosperity sphere) £ an extreme LDP right wing former 
Justice and Finance Minister and member of Diet. While 
inviting me to ceremony organisers have pointedly referred to 
•delay in taking back NETAJI's ashes to India. 

As similar memorial meeting never held before and 
references are likely to be made in meeting to delay on Indiar. 
Government's part in taking back NETAJI's ashes to India 
kindly Instruct whether I should attend meeting or excuse 
myself and send representative instead. Composition of 
committee indicates meeting might be part of Japanese movement 
to rehabilitate Japan's war time image. in Asia. 


V TRIME MINISTER : SECY TO PM : DIR PM'S SECTT : MIN OF STATE : 
DY MIN : FS : SECY EAI : SECY EAII : APPL SECY : JS PP : JS P : 


JS XPL : DIR XP : DIR EA : DS EA : ATTACHE NG0(2) : CABJNET 
SECY (2). 
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SUPERINTENDENT CCB. 







r 


a 




■f 




r 





I 

t 


\ 


' 




\ 

I 

) 



Ministry of External Affairs 



Subjects- Enquiry into the death of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose. 


Reference Prime Minister’s Secretariat 
U.O. No. PMS-12726 dated 19.7.1969. 


Foreign Minister has sent a reply to 
Shri Samar Guha, M.P., vide letter No. 2-FM/69/858 
dated July 30, 1969, a copy of which is enclosed 
for your information and record. 


D 


J.]f . j IsT*nO' 


(S.7. Purus hot tarn) 

Special Assistant to the Foreign Minisfc 
31-7-1969 


Prime Minister’s Sectt. (Shri V.P.Marwaha. PC to PM) 

M.F.A. U.O. No. c/55l/4769"7jp -dated 31-7-1969. 



rffy // ^ 

SEffiET/lMMEDIATB 


Ministry of External Affairs 

(East Asia Division) rtf 

CO (V ENT (At 


Sub: Meta.11 Subhash Chandra Bose’s ashes 
"at tl Renkoji Temple In Tokyo 



Vetajl Subhash Chandra Bose died In an air or ash 
on 18th August, 194S at Taihoku airfield In Formosa. 

Sons doubts were expressed In regard to his death and in 
response to a demand from a section of the public, the 
Government of India set up an Enquiry Committee In April 
1956. The Committee consisted of Shri Shah Hawa^Shri 
Suresh Chandra Bose and Shri S.E. Maltra and a report 
was submitted by the Committee signed by Shri Shah Hawaz 
Khan and Shri S.N. Maltra in September 1956. The conclu- 
sion reached by the Enquiry Committee was that Vetaji had 
In fact met his death as a result of an alrcrash. Govern- 
ment accepted the findings of the Committee when Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal Mehru laid copy of a report on the 
Table of the House on September 11, 1956. 

2. Hetaji's body was cremated at the Taihoku Crema- 
torium on the 20th August, 1945. The ashes were collected 
and temporarily kept in the Vishi (West) Honganji Temple 
in that city until the Tth September, 1945, when they 
were flown to Tokyo. The Shah Hawaz Committee had 
recommended that the ashes should be brought to India 
with Blue honour and a suitable memorial erected for then. 
This recommendation was discussed by the Cabinet on 
9.9.1956 and it was then agreed that "the question of 
bringing over the Netajl's ashes to India might be left 
for future consideration*. 

3. Late Prime Minister Hehru while laying the Hetajl 
tv> fyi.^ Enquiry Committee Report In the Rajya Sabha said as 

follows: 

"They (Enquiry Committee) make a recommendation 
about theses ashes, that they should be brought 
to India with due honour and a suitable memorial 
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erected* So far as the latter part is concerned , 
the Government do not propose, at this stage, to 
take any notion* This is a natter in which, 
primarily, the family of Netaji is concerned, and 
it is with their consultation and goodwill that 
any step should he taken* I am not prepared to 
say that it is entirely a family or donestlo matter* 
Zt is a national matter* Nevertheless, the family 
Is concerned*' India 

4* There is a body of opinion lx^whlch still continues 
to doubt the death of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose* In 
▼lew of this. Government hare been reluctant to bring the 
ashes of Netaji to India as that would raise a controversy 
and nay offend the family of Netaji* This has been 
explained to Parliament on numerous occasions* 

5* Our Ambassador has telegraphed that a memorial 
meeting commemorating the death of Netaji is being 
organised on 18th August at Benkojl Temple, Tokyo. The 
Ambassador has been invited to the function and he 
anticipates that references are likely to he made at 
the meeting in regard to Government's reluotance to 
bring back Netaji' s ashes* In 1955, the first memorial 
meeting was held to which our Ambassador had been invited 
and late P*)l* Nehru had agreed to our pert lolpat ion* 

It will, therefore, be desirable that our Ambassador 
attends the forthcoming memorial meeting as otherwise 
it may be misconstrued as laok of respect for Netaji' s 
memory* If the occasion arises, our Ambassador should 
even explain Government's difficulties in bringing back 
Netajl's ashes with due honour eto* 
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0. Re were earlier, this year, approached by the 


Japanese Government through their Bmbassy here to bring 
back the ashes and had explained the position to then. 

They were not aware of the fact that we were paying 
Bs. 5,000/- per annum for the upkeep of Netajl's ashes to 
the Head Priest of the Renkoji teaple. The Japanese Govern- 
ment seemed to have appreciated our difficulties and were 
satisfied with the arrangements we had made. 

7. Only recently some 350 Members of Parliament asked 
for a fresh enquiry to establish whether Netaji in fact 
died in 1945. As such considerable doubt continues to 
exist and it is perhaps not advisable, for the present, to 
bring back the ashes of Hetajl Subhash Chandra Bose. 


( Ma _ 

Director (EA) 
7.8.1968 
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K,P. Balafcris 
Director (Est 



Ne*/ Delhi- 1 1 


N0.25/4/IGO/V0I.III 


21at November 1978 


Subject: Advance Hot ice for Rajya Sabba Starred 


Question D.lfo.40? regarding Itetaji and 
INA Treasure 


-toOoi 


Dear Shrl Sreeraman, 

As desired by you , I am enclosing a note 
giving further information relating to the handing 
over of the "Treasure" to our Mission in Tofcyo, its 
despatch to Delhi, safe custody in the Ministry of 
External Affairs and handing over to the Na tonal 
Museum. The information is based on our files on 
the subject* 



(K.P* BalaVrishnan) ' 


Shrl N.S. Sreeraman, 
Private Secretary to the 
Prime Minister, 

P*M.»s Office, 

m m 

Enc t As above 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
• • • 


Shri S.A. Ayer, director of Publicity, Geve rnraent 
of Bombay, visited Japan in May 1951 and met Shri Chetti 

Head of the Indian Liaison Mission, Tokyo. Shri Ayer 
was staying with Shri Ramamurti . Both of them were 
connected with Retaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Shri Ayer 
proposed that the gold and Jewellery which had been 
collected from the plane in which lfetaji met his 
death should be sent to the Government of India for 
disposal. On Prime Minister’s instructions. Shri Chettur 
was asked in September 1951 to take possession of the 
gold and Jewellery which was in Shri Raaaaurtl's 
possession and keep it in the Mission until further 
instructions. Accordingly, the articles were taken 
possession of on 24th September 1951; the receipt 
was signed by Shri V.C. Trivedi, the then First Secretary 
of the Mission. Before taking over, the valuables were 
weighed and a list of contents prepare" 3 4 . A copy of the 
••• list is enclosed. 





2. In October 1952 it was enquired of our 
Ambassador whether the above articles could be brought 
over to India; since our Treaty of Peace with Japan 
had come into force, this should be/comparatively /a 
easy matter. Mission proposed to send these with 
Shri Damle, Joint Secretary, Agriolture Ministry 

who was returning to India on 7.11.52. As his flight 
was delayed, Shri Damle reached Delhi only on the 
night of 11. 11.52 f by a PAR AM Airways flight. The 
box containing the valuables was taken over for safe 
custody by the then Joint Secretary (Administration) 
in the Ministry of Sxternal Affairs Shri Harishwar ^ayal 
on 12.11.1952. A note on file indicates that the box 
"has been sealed and kept in double locked safe of the 
Treasurer of the Ministry of External Affairs*. 

3 , In a minute recorded on 2.12.53, the 
Prime Minister instructed that the valuables should 
be kept carefully and that "all relics of Shri Subha s 
Chandra Bose should be carefully preserved in proper 
cases". The Ministry of Education then proposed on 
7.12.1953 that the "treasure", locked in e box and 
sealed, should be deposited In the Rational Museum. 

On 30.12.53, the box containing the "treasure" as 
per list on the file was opened and the contents 
cheeked and thereafter re-lecked and repealed with 
the R.0.0. seal of the Ministry of External Affairs, 
and handed over along with the key to Mr. J.E. Roy, 
Superintendent, Rational Museum, in the presence of 
Mr. A.C. Banerji of the Rational Museum. This note 
has been signed by Shri Devi Diyal, then DeWity 
Secretary in the Ministry of Sxternal Affairs, as well 
as by Shri J.K. Roy and Shri A.C. Banerji. The sum 

•f T. 20,000/- (Rupees 265-10) was handed over to the 
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All India Congress Coomittee, New Delhi, on 16.1?. 1954 
wide their receipt No. 901, for transfer to I.N.A. 
Relief Fund. 
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LIdT OF ITEMS TAFBN from MR. HAM MURTY BY THE EMBASSY OF 
INDIA, TOKYO ON 24.9.1951 A IV) HANDED OVER TO THE 
NATIONAL MUSEUM, NEW DEIHI on 30.12.1953 


oOo* - 


n 



BUND IRE I 


Package. -1 

• ' • 

Charred rings and pendants 

4 00 grams 

Pactogn 2 

Charred and broken bangles, pins, buckles etc. 

2 kgs. 560 grams 

Charred and broken bangles, pendants, snuff box 
medals, coins and rings 

325 grams 

Pas-Vagg-t. 

Charred necklance pieces, medals and rings 

325 grams 

Pag.toft9.-5 

Charred ear-rings, nose-rings, mostly vlth stones 

i 700 grams 

Package 6 

Charred and broken bangles and anklets 

1 kg. 700 grams 


£astoft«..? 

Charred and broken rings, noserings and pendants 825 grams 

JtostogflJI 

Charred rings and nose-rings 425 grams 

Pactogtt-2 

Charred necklace, bangles, broaches A nose rings 320 grass 
Package 10 

Charred ear-rings with stones and rings 425 grams 


Eactogtt.il 

Charred rings 105 grams 

Package 12 

Charred rings and chain 200 gr»ms 

Pa C toft ■ -12 

Charred rings and buttons 50 grams 


factoft? 11. 

Charred ear pendants £2 ft™ 18 

2 . 11 ? 


BUND IE II 

Charred gold mixed with molten metal, iron etc. 3.500 

BUND IE PI 


Metal, mostly base and dust 

AYER'S LOT 

/ 

( 1 ) 9 pieces of gold t 300 grams 


1.600 


L. 
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Subject;- ISA TREASOHB • 

• • A 

As desired by tbe Principal Secretary to the 
Prine Minister, a copy of tbe detailed note on tbe 
” ISA Treasure ' prepared In this Ministry Is sent 
hereilth. 





C K.P .Balakrlshnan. ) 
Director (Sstblishnent) 


Dt.2l.l2. 1978 
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There i * - larre degre- of uncertainty regarding the 

e rly history of the "I'.'A Treasure " from the tine I.’etaji 

Jubhash Chandra Bos? left Rangoon in April 194-5, c rrying (\_ 

number of valuables vith him to the time that certain valuables 

vere handed over to the Indian Liaison Mission in Tokyo cn 

?4th veptsmber, 1 95" by ohri Ram Mur thy , one of hetaji 1 s 

former asociats-, I'-etrji h^d raceiw 0 ^ ^inea’^le donations 

from Indian re~idents in Couth East Asia, in the form of cash 

and ve.lu hies for financing the IKA. ur the occasion of his 

birthday in J&nu ry 1945 he • as weighed again t gold. Hov much 

of the liquid assets vere carried by eetaji during his retreat 

from Rangoon onwards cannot be ascertained precisely, as '■« 

noted by the Netajl Enquiry Committee in 1956. Witnesses 

examined by the Committee gave videly differing versions of the 

contents and the value of the treasure carried by i<etaji. 

Apart from differing versions ’-ith regard to the number of hexes 

accompanying him, there ’as the testimony of one vitness to 

the effect that Netaji had taken 140 lbs. of gdd. vith him and 

that of another vho estimated the valuables c rried at Rs.1 cror 

One ’Itnes^ ’hose testimony received sore independent corrobora- 

/ 

tion by a Japanese -itness ’-as Ne taji's personal valet vtao ’-as 
apparently present at the time - hen the boxes containing the 
valuables ’--ere checked before Netaji's departure from Bangkok 
in August 194-5. According to this ■ itnes.s there vere four steel 
ca es ’ hich contained articles of je- ellery commonly \jcrn 
Indian - omen, Pounds and Guineas and some gold vires. In 
addition to these, four boxes, there - as also a small leather 
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/personal 
effects and 
certain 
other 
valuable 
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attache c-se containing *Ie t a ji •particles he had brought from 

Singapore. The Netaji Inquiry Committee found that during his 

last visit to .Singapore anr< 3angkok, Nataji had disbursed large 

amounts. The Committee was unable to get any accurate picture 

of ”hat Netaji carried vith him at the time of his departure 

from. 3angkok but contended that some valuables such as ornaments 

’ere certainly c-rried by him. The Committee also found it 

difficult to reconstruct the events as relevant documents had 

in 

been destroyed to void falling/to the Allied hands. Some 
vitnessPihad testified that Netaji vas not keen on taking the 
treasure * ith him and had ’ anted to leave/in Bangkok or Saigon 
but since as willing to take charge of it, he carried the 

valuables ’./1th him. 



* 

■4 


2. A number of ’-dntnesses had testified to seeing the boxes 
containing the treasure at the Saigon Airfield just before 
Netaji' s out’ ard flight in the afternoon of 17th August 1945. 
While, here, again there are widely differing versions, the 
Committee has taken as conclusive the fact that Netaji c-rried 
from Saigon vdth him M t’-o large leather suit -cases about 30" 

long containing gold and valuables. M While the committee could 
not get any estimates of the value of the contents of the suit- 
cases, the feeling ’as that it could not b^anyhere near the 
Rs.1 crore mentioned by one vitness. , 

3. After the plane crash at Taihoku on the 18th August, 

• % 

Col.Hjabibur Rahman had enquired tht next day from Japanese 
officers as to vtiat had happened to the baggage, particularly 
the two leather suit-cases containing valuables. He ves told 
that, while much of the baggage had been burnt, some charred 
jewellery had been salvaged from the ground and kept in safe 
custody at the Military Headquarters. The Committee found that 


there \r-s seme discrepancy in the accounts given by the Japanese 
officers "ho took part in this oper tion; vhile one of them st*te 
th»t the valuables, -taich -ere sealed in a gasoline can, had beer 
kept under guard for only one night in the airfield before 
delivery to Military Headquarters, another vintess stated that 
it had been kept for four or five days in the air-raid shelter 
under guard before delivery to Headquarters . It is, hovever, 
certain that the valuables vere delivered to the Imperial 
General Headquarters, Tokyo, on 7th September, iTbe Officers 
vho took charge of these as ^’ell as Gol.Habibur Rahman mentioned 
that the valuables 'ere in a nailed wooden box which was not 
sealed; this is a departure from the earlier accounts which 
mentioned a sealed gaseoline can. It would appear that on 9th 

or 10th September the box containing valuables ’as taken charge 

/ 

of by Shri Ram Murthy from the Imperial General Headquarters; 

Shri Ayer ’ ar possibly present. The Committee £ound some 
discrepancy in the statements of Dol.Habibur Rahman, Shri Ram 
Murthy and Shri Ayer in regard to the circumstances surrounding 
the handing over the box at the Headquarters; in particular the 
discrepancies related to the date of delivery and who took charge 
of the box. According to Col.Habibur Rahman, the seals of the 
box containing the valuables vere found to be broken at the time 
of delivery; further it appeared to have been tampered with and 

j 

was much lighter and only half full. The \contents vere found 
to be ornaments of fold and jewellery, all charred, mixed and 
fused vdth metals and small nits from the wreckage. They wsre 
/ separated into three lots according to whether they contained 
more gold or base metal. Afterwards, they were re -packed in a 
box and nailed. The v^ght of the valuables was found to b« 



11 kgs. This ' as noted and a rough list made and signed 

by Col.Habibur Rahman. A photocopy of the note is available. 

/charge of Col. Rahman loft the vl'-a.les in tne/n . t.iority vhich arose in 
Shri Ram' 

Murthy to be India in succession to ftetaji's movements. At the same time, 
handed over 

to amt Shri Ayer left 3^ gms. of gold and 20,000 lens in cash vlth 

Shri Ram Murthy vith similar direction. The list prepaeed 
by Col.Babibur Rahman is as follows: 

i) Comparatively pure gold in two 
’•ooden boxes and paper vrapper 
(veight includes ’-ieght of gold 

and wooden boxes ... 7 Kg. 90O gms. 

ii) 0ne packet of gold mixed vith. 1- 
molten metal, iron etc. (veight 
includes veight of gold, metal 

iron etc. the paper ’-rapper) ... 3 Kgs. 100 gms. 


-m. 


Total ... 11 Kgs. 

4. Shri Ram Murthy kept the valuables and cash ’ith him 

from 1945 to 1951 ; it * as not kept in a bank as he feared that 
it might be confiscated by the Occupation authorities. He 
also did not take any steps to contact any Indian authorities 

during all these years. The Committee found reason to believe 

% 

that he denied having - the treasure with him; according to 
Shri Ram Murthy, Shri Ayer had advised him not to take any 
action till the connected matters of Netaji's asjgs was 

satisfactorily solved. During this period there were allegatio 

- o \ 

against Shri Ram Murthy in regard to misappropriation of the 
funds of the late Indian Independcence League of vhich he vas 
the President in Japah as veil as the valuables carried by • 
Netaji; shri Ayer‘s name had also been associated with these 
charges. The matter had been referred to the Ministry of 
External Affairs by the then Head of the Liaison Mission in 

5 /“ 
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Tokyo Shri Ram'' x\ao in December 194-7. subsequent Heads of 
Missions hrd also reported on suspicions regarding misappropriat- 
ion on the part of Shri Rena Kurthy; the fact that he had cLt-vuu i 
kno* ledge of existence of the treasure only strengthened the 
suspicions. In 1951 > the head of the Indian Liaison Mission 
Shri Chettur had reported that Shri Rpm Murthy had become 
affluent overnight in 1946, "vhen his compatriots vere on the 
verge of starvation and misery". 


£at cJle time 
“•hen th.s valua- 
okesy sene gold 
and Yen 70000/- 
had been left 

’ ith Shri. 

Ram Murthy 


5 . In 1951 r Shri Ayer who vas then Director of PubUcity 

in the then Government of 3ombay proceeded to Tokyo on vhat was 
claimed to be a holiday trip. In Tokyo , he stayed with Shri 
Ram Murthy and it came to light subsequently that Shri Ram Murthy 
had also financed Shri Ayer's trip. While in Tokyo, Shri Ayer 
met the Head of the Indian Liaison Mission Shri Chettur on 29th 
May 1951 and stated that one of the objectives of his 'Mission' 
to Tokyo vas the recovery of the gold and jewellery vtaich had 
been collected from the place in vhich Netaji met his death. 

He informed Shri Chettur that same part of Netaji' s collections 
had been saved such as fused and molten gold ornaments, vhich 
in his ipinion was worth about Rs.1 lakh. He dismissed local 
rumours .put the value of the collection at several millions of 
rupees. He also informed Shri Chettur that Col.Habibur Rahman 

a y 

and himself had compiled a detailed list of the items in 1945 
and he wanted to check these lists befare''the valuables could be 
sent to India; he handed over to Shri Chettur photostat^ copies 
of letters Written by Col.Habibur Rahman and by himself to 
Shri Ram Murthj^in 1945. He suggested that the valuables be sen- 
to Delhi by Diplomatic bag in small lots to be disposed of tfcy? 
by the goverrment of. India in such a manner as it deemed fit. 
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It - ould appe-r from subsequent records that Shri Ayer had 
inspected the valuables on 6th June 1951 while in Tokyo, and 
compared the list - ith the original list left by Col.Habibur 
Rahman. The folio- inp details have been given in hgnd-vritten 
note by by him 

i) Comparatively pure gold in 8.5 kgs. 

papers bundles only (the increase 
In ’.-eight is apparently due to 
different scales used for weighing) 

ii) Gold mixed with molten metal etc. 3.0 kgs. 


Total .... 1 1 • 5 kgs . 


6. It is interesting to note that there ’-as no mention 

in the nev list of t’-o wooden boxes, whose vieght had also 
included in the ’eight as assessed by Col.Habibur Rahman. If 
on§ takes this into account, the icrease in ’-eight during fcecond 
weighing by Shri Ayer would be even more substantial. 


7. Shri Chettur was Instructed by the Goverrment of India 
to take over the valuables should Shri Ayer hand them over to 
the Mission. Subsecuently , instructions were sent out to the 
effect that the Mission’s endeavour should be to get possession 
of all the treasure on behalf of Government and to keep it in 
safe custody penfiing instructions in its disposal. However, 

Shri Ayer did not hand over the treasure to the Mission durirffe 

his visit and left Tokyo for India on 11th June, 1 95 1 • 

\ 

8. On his fceturn to India, Shri Ayer met the Prime Minister 
in September, 1951* Subsequently, instructions from Prime 
Minister, our Mission in Tokyo ’-as asked on 23rd September, 195 1 
to take over from Shri Ram Mur thy all the IN A treasure in his 
possession and keep it in the Mission until further instructions. 

7/- 
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The Mission <r=s also asked to intimate the nature and quantity 
of treasure. On 24th September 1951 > the First Secretary of the 
Miss-on Shri V.C.Trivedi and the Registrar ^nt to Shri Ram Murthy 1 
house and took possession of the various packages after opening 


and weighing then with the Mission's scales in the presence of 
Shri Ram Murthyts-s^^ and his vlfe. It vas found that there 
I ere three cloth bundles containing valuables, a paper package 


containing gald pieces and Yen 20,000 in cash. The list prepared 
by the Mission indicating the veights of various packages ’-as sent 
to the Ministry. Subsequently, there is record of the valuables 
having been weighed tvice; one in the Ministry of External Affairs 
soon after their arrival in India (the date is not specified but 
it is somewhere around 1.12.1952) and lastly in the National 
Museum on instructions of Prime Minister on 9.10.78* The following 


table has been prepared to compare the weights of individual items 


J 



as found on the three occasions:- 

Weight indic- 
ated by Indian 
Mission in Tokyo 
at the time of 
taking over 
(?4 t Q.._ 1951.1 


Weight found 
on inspection 
in MEA after 
arrival 

■( 1 . 12 . 19521 ? 


Weight found 
on inrpectio: 
on 9. 10; 78 


BUNDLE I Package 1 
| Package 2 
Package 3 
‘ Package 4 

Package 5 
Package 6 
Package 7 
Package 8 
^Package 9 r 
Package 10 
Package 11 
Package 12 
Pakkage 13 
Package 14 


-fPKDL* XI 


I 


i» 


2 Kgs. 560 gms 
325 gms 
325 gms 
700 gms 
1 kg. 700 gms 
825 gms 
4-25 gms 
320 gms 
4-25 gms 
105 gms 
200 gms 
50 gms 
50 gms 

3,500 Kgs. 
1,600 kgs 


Ayer 1 sJLftfc 

I / ' Nips pieces of 

gold 


300 gms 


399*90 gms. 

2 Kgs. 44-7*07 gms 
315.70 gms 
314-. 60 gms 
624-. 32 gms 
1 kg. 64-3. 65 gms 
797*05 gms 
4-24-. 75 gms 
303*55 gms •» 
415*55 gms 
108.95 gms 
201.55 gms 
44.22 gms 
48.05 jgms 

3*442 gms 
Not weighed 


298.75 gms 


318 gms 
628 gms 
1656.5 gms 
812 gms 
425* 0 g®s 

307*5 gas 
419*7 gms 
101 gms 
205*0 gms 
46 gms 
50*5 gms- 

3.493.2 gms 
9665 grms. { 


300.05 gms 


I 
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9. At the time of taking over of the valuable's in Tokyo 

uhri Chettur pointed out that the eight as found by the Mission 

’ as more than ’hat ’as sho’-n in Col.Habibur Rahman's letter. 

The latter h d also not mentioned the third package containing 

dust and b^se metal; ac ording to Shri Ram Mur thy this had been 

emitted as i-t - as practically worthless. Shri Ghettur found 

two suspicious circumstances, one that the pieces of gold handed 

over by Shri Ram Kurthy appeared to be bright and ccxnpletely 

untarnished and did not appear to h^ve been kept in custody for 

nearly six years as vas claimed. Shri Ayer, who was supposed 

to have left the gold pieces ’ith Shri Ram Kurthy in 194-5 had 

asserted that the pieces vere exactly in the form in vhich he 

had brought them from Saigon. Farther, the 20,000 Yen handed 

over to the Mission ’as in the notes then current and not in 

the notes current in '’94-5 • Shri Ghettur was =t that time able 

to get a confidential report from the Japanese Foreign Ministry 

on the question of the treasure. According to this, Netaji 

had substantial quantity of gold ornaments and precious stones 

suit- 

in Saigon but w^as allowed to carry only two/cases on the ill 
fated flight. Jiven those two suit-cases, according to 
Shri Bhettur, must have carried very much more than what vas 
handed over by Shri Ram Murthy to the Mission in 1951 • There 
\-ere also uncertainties surrounding the fate of the bulM of 

s' 

the treasure vhich Netaji had left in Saigon itself; that it 
vas substantial is indicated by the fact that on 26 th January 

s 1 

1945, Netaji had been weighed against gc4i. Against this 
background, Shri Chettur felt that it vap difficult to believe 
that the 300 grams of gold handed over by Shri Ram Murthy to 
the Mission represented all that Shri Ayer had brought from 
Saigon. Shri Chettur drew the conclusion that Shri Ayer, 

9/- 
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aporehensive of the early conclusion of the Peace Treaty, had 
come to Tokyo to "divide the loot and salve his and Shri Ram 
Murthy 1 s conscience by the handing over of a small quantity 
to the Government in the hope that by doing so, he would also 
succeed in dr- ving a red herring across the trail", 

10. The Netaji Enquiry Committee in 1956 has not drawn 
any s oecific conclusions on whether the ’.re sure had been 
misappropriated, and if so, by whom. The Committee concluded 
that the charred and damaged pieces of gold and jevvellery 
etc. which are in the National Museum formed a part of Netaji's 
baggage in his last journey and \-ere salvaged from the Taihoku 
Airport and later recovered from Siri Ram Murthy. The CcmTiUtee 
also found that vhat was handed over by Shri Ram Murthy in 1951 
tallied with the list signed by Obl.Habibur Rahman. But the 
Committee could reach no conclusion on how much of valuables 
were carried by Netaji in his last flight and how much- of it 
i as recovered, particularly since the two suit -cases siid to 
have been taken by Netaji had not been weighed; the Committee 
’ as of the view that the quantity that has been recovered was 
muph lets than all that Netaji carried with him. In view of the 
discrepancies in statements relating to the conclusion of the 
valuables from Taihoku Airport, their subsequent custody and 
handing over tp Setaji's associates, the Committee expressed 
the opinion that "it was f?r frcm clear as to i-hat vas Collected 
from laihoku Airport, whether and when th^e container was changed 

whether there was any subtraction and who took delivery of it 

* 

in Tokyo and when". The Committee suggested that in case a sep- 
arate inquiry Ifcto this vas considered necessary, such an 
inquiry would have to cover not only the treasure carried by 
Netaji on his last journey but also examination of tbe entire 


assests and liabilities, in c-s'n and kind, of th e Provisional 

10 /- 
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Government of Asad Hind. The Committee •'•’as however vas not sure 
vhether such an inquiry v’Ould serve any purpose after the lapse 
of time e^pedially since vhatever records there might have been, 
had been destroyed. 

11« The one-man "Inquiry Commission headed Justice Khosla 

not 

in Be port dated 30 th June 197^- did/ go into any detail on the 
subject of the treasure. The Commission- had not specifically 
enruired into this matter. The Commission has noted a suggestion 
made to it that part of the treasure had been misappropriated 
by Shri Ram Murthy and his brother J.Murthy. But the Commission 
could not find any satisfactory proof of such misappropriation 
and felt that "no useful purpose could be servod by pursuing 
a quest vhich vas not likely to yield anything ‘definite or 
v or th while". 


12, In October 1953-* our Ambassador in Tokyo v S s asked 

vhether the treasure could notybe brought over to India as our 
Peace Treaty with Japan had came into force. The Mission propose 
on 27th October 1952 that the valuables be sent with Shri Damle 
Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Agriculuture, vho was on a 
visit to Tokyo at that time and 1 as returning to India on 7th 

Novembers The Mission felt that it was not necessary to refer 

\ 

the matter to the Japanese Government who hadevinced no interest 
in the matter. Due to delay in the flight Shri Damle, reached 
Delhi on the 10th evening by PAN AM flight 'No. 3 . At the recjuest 
of Ministry of External Affairs, instructions were issued to the 
Custans examination under the 'note and p^ss* procedureon the 

d r-V 

understating thqt the articles would be assessed later and custcr 
duty paid by the Ministry of External Affairs. An import permit 
from the Reserve Bank of India was also not Insisted upon. 
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'i ' l 3- According to the records, Shri Ds^le on artival 

delivered the valuabi c to Shri H.Dayal, then Joint Secretary 
( Administration) in the ministry of External Affairs. . The suit- 
cases ’-as Kent in his cabinet. Thereafter, on an unspecified 
date, the valuables --ere checkdd and weighed . The rosulsts of 
the ’ eiching are in the table given earlier ( it is to be noted 
that neither tne earlier list sent by our Mission in Tokyo 
indicating the ’eights as found at the time of taking over of 
valuables from. Shri Ran Murthy nor the list as prepared in the 
Ministry after arrival of the items here are signed or authenti- 
cated). The valuables vere considered to be ’--orth about 
Rs .90,000 at that time; this is presumably based on a message 
from the Mission in Tokyo before despatch of the goods that they 
night be insured for Rs.90,000/- Prime Minister inspected the 
articles on 9 . 1 . 1953 * £e minuted as follows: - 

"I saw this treasure. It made a poor show. Apa^t 
from some gold pieces, it consisted of charred 
remains of some rather cheap jewellery chiefly some 
silver and gold articles, all broken up. I think 
that this should be kept as it is. Apart frorr 
everything else, it is sane evidence of the aircraft 
accident and subsdqufcnt fire". 

14-. The question of exempting the valuables from $istcans 

duty - as taken up ’ith the Ministry of Finance. It vas suggested 
to the Ministry of External Affairs that in case these vere 
considered as articles of histerbeal value ’ hich v'buld be kept in 
a public place, exemption could be given. This vas confirmed 
by the Ministry and exemption from customs duty vas accorded. 


15. As regards the custody of the/ box containing valuable 

this ’ as taken over by Shri Devi Dyal , Deputy Secret ary (Adminis- 
tration) on 26th September, 1953 end deposited in the 
treasurer's safe. On 5th October 1953, the box vas double 


1 



sealed ’ ith an NGO *eal and a PM's Secretariat se al in presence 
of Deputy Secret- ry( Administration) . It is seen from a subseq- 
uent note that the box containing the valuables had been put 
in ide a reeled bag and deposited in the C'-rh chest of the 
Ministry. 


16 . The Ministry of External Affairs • as in touch vlth 

the PM's Secretariat in regard to the eventual disposal of these 
valuables. On 11 . ' 1 . 1 953 the Prime Minister suggested that the 
Ministry of Education take charge of the treasure after inspectio 
Following this, Shri Humayun Kabir of the Ministry of Education 
Shri J.K.Roy, Superintendents Central Asian Antiquities Museum 
(National Museum) and Joint SecretaryC Administration) , Ministry 
of External Affairs, inspected the treasure on 27.11 .1953* 
Thereafter Shri Kabir recorded a note to the effect that the , 

. items ’ ere not suitable for exhibition and therefore these cculd 
best be handed over to the family of Netaji Bose, if neces'ary, 
after a brief exhibition in Delhi. The then Minister of 
Education, Kaulana AbuB Kalam A~ad suggested that these items 
be ba'Qed over to Metaji‘s family. However, Prime Minister in a 
minute recorded on 2*12.1953 stated that the articles cculd not 
be sent to the Netaji’s family as the family had shown no inters s 

in them and were not prepared to admit that Netaji had died in 

✓ 

that accident. IM stated that while there vas no question of 
holding an exhibition of these articles, since they vere of histo 
rical value, they should be kept carefully. Following these 
instructions, the Ministry of Edu cation gelded that the treasur 
locked in abox and sealed, ’-ould be deposited in the National 
Museum. This vas done on 30th December, 1953* In a note 
recorded on the taking over, which has been signed by giri 
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National Museamc Shri Devi Dyal, Deputy Secret ryC Administration) 
Ministry of External Affair~ r it is stated that the box containing 
the tre-.sure as per lis-t on the. file was opened, contents checke 
and thereafter re-locked and re-sealed vith the NGO seal of the 
Ministry of External Affairs and handed over along with the key 
to Shri Roy. Shri Roy has recorded on 2.1 - 1 9 5^+- that the treasure 
has been safely deposited in the National Museum. 

1 7. As regards the sum of Yen 20,000/- which had been handec 
over to the Embassy cf India, Tokyo, by Shri Ram K;Jrthy, this 
amount vas taken into Government account for purposes of transfer 
to.India. This amount, equivalent to Rs.265/- and 10 annas, 
remained in the Ministry of External Affairs pending a decision 
on its disposal. On 2.12. Prime Minister's Secretariat 
instructed that this amount be handed over to the INA Relief 
Fund of the AICC. This vas accordingly done on 16.12. 195 1 ** 
against a receipt is°ued by the AICC. The papers relating to 

the INA Treasure had been made available to the Netaji Incuiry 
Committee in 19 ^ 6 . The Report of the Committee indicates that 
the Committee inspected the valuables at the National Museum twice 
on the second occasion along vith Kundan Singh, Netaji' s 
personal valet, vho identified a number of articles as belonging 
to Netaji. It would appear after the inspection, -the box v*as 
re-sealed vith the NGO seal of the Ministry of External Affairs. 

18. The box vas openedagain on 9. J \0.7& on Prime Minister's 
instructions. Additional Secretary, Department of Culture, 
Director, National Museum, Director General; Archaelogical 
Survey of India, i ere present at the opening; representatives 

of the Ministry of External Affairs were also present thcngh 
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not at the Initial opening of the box. Detailed information 
on the results of examination of the articles t cxild be 
available • ith the Department of Culture and Prime Minister's 
Office. However, the weights of different packages, as now 
ascert-inad by Museum officials have been give in the table 
on page 7 • This information r-as provided by the Prime 
Minister's office. 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(EAST ASIA DIVISION! 



Reference PMO 1 s U 0 Number 2(64)/88-PM 
dated 21.4.1988 forwarding a letter addressed 
to PM by Shri Sheel Bhadra Yajee regarding 
bringing of Netaji's ashes from Japan. 



At the request of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, a brief on the subject is being 
enclosed . 


___ 

(VI K Natnbiar) 

Jo/inc Secretary(EA) 



Director, PMO (Shri H C Bakshi) 

UO No. C/551/T3/-JP dated 1 June T5M 


Enclosure: Brief. 
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East Asia Division 


Bs£ucn ol lbs flahsa oJL ilsiaii Subhash Chandra Baas. 


The ashes of Netaji are placed in an urn which is 
maintained at the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. The Government of 
India had appointed an Enquiry Committee in 1956 headed by 
the late Shah Nawaz Khan and including Shri S.C.Bose, the 
elder brother of Netaji. The majority opinion of the 
Committee was that Netaji met his death in an aircrash on 
18th August, 1945 and the ashes in Renkoji Temple are of 
Netaji. Shri S.C.Bose had dissented from this view. A one 
man commission of Enquiry of Justice G.D.Khosia was appointed 
in 1970 and he too concluded that the casket lodged in the 
Renkoji Temple contained the ashos o.f Netaji. 

2. In January 1982, Shri S.C.Bose, the brother of 
Netaji wrote to the then Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi 
saying that '"there is no convincing proof that the so-called 
ashes are genuine and that of my brother ....under the 
circumstances it would be wrong to pass of the so-called 
ashes as genuinely being that of Netaji . . . . it is besides 
the point as to whether Netaji is still alive or not". He 
opposed the ashes being brought to India and we have no 
indication that his attitude has undergone any change. 

3. Shri Sheel Badra Yajee, Working President of the 
All India Freedom Fighters Organisation has been seeking the 
return of the ashes to India and the building of a suitable 
memorial. . The AIFFO had passed a resolution to this effect 
at its Madras session in September 1983. Shri L.Joychandra 
Singh of Imphal has also been in touch with Netaji 's 
associates in Indi» and Japan to this end. Dr. Sisir Kumar 
Bose, the nephew of Netaji had written to PM on 26 September 
1985 stating that he had no objection to Government taking 
appropriate action to implement the AIFFO resolution of 1983. 

4. The Netaji Subhash Research Foundation, Jaipur 
contests the veracity of the ashes in Japan and opposes their 
transportation to India. The Foundation wants a fresh 
inquiry into Netaji ’s disappearance and has approached the 
Rajasthan High Court to direct. Government to do so. 
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5. In response to a Lok Sabha Question on 25.2.82 the 
then Foreign Minister had said that various opinions have 
been expressed regarding the urn said to contain Netaji’s 
ashes and ^hat Government have noted the views of all 
concerned to decide on the most appropriate course of action. 

6. Prime Minister Nehru hod visited the Renkoji Temple 
in 1957 followed soon after by President Rajendra Prasad. 
Smt. Indira Gandhi had also visited the temple in 1969 as did 
Shri A. B. Vajpayee and Chri P. V . Narasimha Rao when they 
officially visited Japan as Foreign Ministers in 1977 and 
1982. Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi did not, however, visit 
the temple during his visit to Japan in 1985. He had been 
invited to do so by the Chairman of the Netaji Subhash 
Academy which consists of various retired officials of World 
War II vintage who had an association with Netaji when they 
were in the Japanese Imperial Army. It is the leading 
members of this Academy who have made several representations 

1 seeking to send the ashes to India. They are aware of the 
views of the family of Netaji who do not accept the validity 
and consequently return of the ashes. The views of Netaji’s 
daughter on the subject are not known. 

7. The Japanese Government have not officially 
requested us to accept these ashes. In 1984 the Japanese 
press had reported that Mr. M.Fujio had sought the 
intervention of Prime Minister Nakasone to take up the matter 
with Prime Minister Indira Gandhi; Prime Minister Nakasone 
had not taken up the issue. It is likely that the Japanese 
Government prefers to sidestep this issueas it relates to an 
association with Japanese war time leaders and raises the 
spectre of controversy, to the like of which Japan is 
extremely sensitive. 

8. The ashes have been lying in the Renkoji Temple 
since 1945. The Government provides a yearly grant to the 
maintenance of the temple in which the ashes are contained. 
The main reasons for the return of the ashes which have been 
put forth have been: 

(i) The moral obligation of India to honour the 
National Hero; 

(ii) The chief priest of the temple to whom the 
ashes were handed over died in 1979 and there 
is no guarantee that his son the current 
priest, would have the same reverence; 
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(iii) The leading members of the Netaji Subash 
Academy have either passed away or are 
extremely old and they fear that after their 
demise there would be nobody left to care for 
the ashes. 

9. The Government’s position so far has been to await 

the building of a National consensus on the question of 
Netaji’ s ashes before taking a formal decision to avoid any 

controversy at the present or at a later stage. This is 

because of : 

(i) Netaji’ s brother does not believe that the 
ashes are genuine. Government have not been 
informed of any change of this view held by 
members of Netaji’ s family; 

(ii) There are a great number of people who believe 
that Netaji did not pass away in an aircrash 

and yet others who believe that he is still 

alive ; 

(iii) The absence of a consensus due to the above 
views may create political complications if a 
decision was taken to accept the ashes as 
genuine and bring them to India. It is 
understood Government are not in favour of 
precipitating a controversy on this. 


26 . 5.1988 
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Reference is invited to Prime Minister 1 * * s f Of f ice 
U. 0. Note No. 885/25 /C/3Q/88-Pol dated 16th November 1988 
regarding letter from Shri Chitta Basu, M.P., to P.M. 
relating to the proposal for a joint study on Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in collaboration with the Chinese Academy of 
Social Science. 


2. We have consulted our Embassy in Beijing who 

feel while the Chinese may have responded to Shri Chitta 
■V*- 1 •- v. 4 Basu’s proposal more in response to his political standing 
rather than as a token of their objective assessment of 
tv/ aO v any real contributionwhich they can make to a re-evaluation 
1 ^^| t f of the role of Netaji, the persistence on the part of Shri 
Chitta Basu is not unlikely to result in one or two Chinese 
scholars or organisations providing him with some material 
on Netaji which he could use. The Chinese are certainly 
going to be conscious of the domestic political raroif ications 
for them of such an association with Netaji and would 

presumably limit the extent, nature and scope of their 
collaboration on the subject. 

I 3. In view of the above, it is our view that we 

need not have any specific objection to the assistance being 
sought from the Chinese for any ongoing study on Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. However, I do not think it is necessary 
or advisable for the ICSSR to initiate at our insistance 

any new study in collaboration with the Chinese Academy 
of Social Science. ICSSR’s response that they would discuss 
this matter with the Chinese Academy of Social Science when 
an appropriate opportunity arises is, to my mind, an adequate 

I response. In case the ICSSR finds it possible to initiate 
studies, in the future, we would have no objection to their 
making some extra provision for this purpose in their 
programme. 
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PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE - SMT. MEERA SHANKAR. DIR. 
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Ministry of External Affairs 

(East Asia Division) 


'£■ jV 

CO^/llTENTlAl 
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Reference PMO DO Numbers dated 5th and 14th June as well 
as subsequent reminder dated 19th July, 1990 on the matter of 
Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. 




2. The communication from Prof. Samar Guha including a letter 

written by him to Mr. Gorbachev in November 1988 was referred to 
our Embassy in Moscow who have made a demarche with the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union as well as 
the South Asia Directorate of the Soviet Foreign Office in the 
matter. The Soviets have confirmed that the documents sent earlier 
by Shri Samar Guh a werenJjn the possession., of the Soviet Government 
and they w ere making enqu iries in the matter. 


3. In the circumstances , it would be apparent that no further 

developments in the matter have taken place. 







O' fjtjjf 




4. The comments of the East Asia Division already sent in 

our earlier communications on the question of the ashes of Netaji 
Subash Chandra Bose/ are perhaps already with PMO. A copy of 
a background brief in this regard is placed below . ■+ 


.{p'jxc^L ^ 

/ ( V . K . NambirerrT' - ’' 
Joint Secretary (EA) 

1 8/8/1990 




DIRECTOR ( MS ) , PMO 
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nUKSTIO!' OF Till' I-PTIMM: OF NKTAJI'F ASMPS FROM JAPAN 


Nctaji died in a hospital at Taipei (Taiwan) on 18 . 08 . 1 ( )4 5 . Two 
day*; later, bin body whf cremated and the ashes carried to Tokyo 
nometir.e end-Auyust or beginning 5Jortenber 1945. It appears the 
allies were kept at the res i donee of Ghri A M Snhai ( cr x — f 1 i n i stcr 
of the Potaji Cabinet) in Tokyo whore ceremonies were h^ld for II 
days after which the ashes were taken to the Penkoji Puddhist 
Temple in the Mnltano area of Tokyo where they are maintained to 
this day. 

a. The Government of Tndin had appointed an Pnquiry 
Committee in 195f» beaded by the late Shah finwar. Khan and 
including lietaji's elder brother Ghri S C I'osc . The Committee 
submitted a report in which the majority opinion was that nctaji 
mot Ins death in an air crash on IN. 08. 1945 and that the ashen in 
the Frnkn j i Temple wore those nf nctaji. Shri S.C. Pose dissented 
from this view. ' In 1970, a on^-man Committee of Justice G.O. 
Khosln was net up v;luch also concluded that the casket lodged in 
the Ronkoji Temple contained the ashes of nctaji. In January 
1982, however , Ghri S.C. Pose wrote to the Prime Minister Sint. 
Indira Gandhi saying that there was no convincing proof that the 
so-called ashes were genuine. 

3 . In recent months, tv;o persons, Ghri L Joychandra Singh 
and Ghri .The el Phadro Vaji who have been associated with Metnji 
have been mounting n campaign to l;ring back the ashes oi netaji 
from Japan. ^ Ghri Joychand r a Singh says he has been in touch with 
various organisations associated with h’etaji including the Metnji 
Academy in Tokyo. He also says that Shri S.C. Hose, the brother 
of F.etoji who had, so far objected to the return of the ashes is 
no more, having expired some four years ago. His son, Fhr r* ARv i nd 
pose has Mit rusted responsibility for this issue to his cousin 
Pi ;* j - j r 'this g«-ntl**nan had written on ~?J RrMitembc* r 19PS 
to the prime Minister stating that he agreed with tin* resolution 
noonted by the All 1 nd i a ^Free-don: Fighters Organisation implying 
that he had no objection to the return of the remains of nctaji 
to India and the erection of a befitting national memorial in his 
honou r in be i h i . 

/; The only vocal objection in recent months has been the 
Uctnji Subhnnh Research Foundation of Jaipur which contests the 
veracity of the ashes in Japan and is opposed to their return. 
This Foundation wants a fresh inquiry into Potajj’a disappearance 
and has approached two Knjnstbnn high Court to direct the 
Government of India to do so. 
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5. The ashes have boon lying in Japan since 19^5. 

Co ve r miic'n t provider; nn annual nrnut for Hu* ma i n tona nee of the 
Temple. fk'turu of the nnhes nr»' being dona tided for the following 
reasons : 


a. Moral obligation of the nation to honour one of 
the heroes cf the national movement. 

b. The chief nriest of the Fenkoji Temple to whom the 
ashes were [mnded over died in 1979. There is no 
guarantee that hi c. son the new priest v;ill mainatin the 
same reverence 

r . bonding members of the hetnji S ubhn sh • A coder y have 
also either expired or aged. When they pass from the 
scone there may not be anyone to care for the ashes 


<3. Our present view is that notwithstanding the 
considerations adduced above which are considered valid, a 
consensus has not developed in favour of bringing the ashes back 
to Indio. \:e had considered mooting the suggestion per harps by the 
early part of 19 c )p*. so Car, however, this has not been done . 



7. Just prior to the visit of Prime Minister Kaifu, the 
vlananesc Embassy had raised this question informally with me in 
order to ascertain our reaction. I had indicated to then) that 
there was need for us to build up a certain amount of public 
opinion in view of the fact that there are strong feelings among 
a section of the public about the facts surrounding the death of 
Meta j i . 


t' . I was informed this evening by the Minister in the 
Japanese Embassy that the Vico Minister for Cabinet Affairs in 
the Japanese Government who will be accompanying Prime Minister 
Kaifu had taken up the matter with the Embassy again and wished 
to raise the matter with an appropriate person (preferably a 
public figure - M0:7(FA) who could explain the political 
implications of the return of the ashes.) The Japanese have 
apparently been facing a certain amount of pressure of their own . 
Some former Minister (Mr. Fujio) who was connected with the 
Rpnkoji Temple hod been insisting with Vico Minister Cshina that 
he should discuss this matter outside the formal talks conducted 
by the Prime Minister. 

i hove responded in the interim with the suggestion 
that it may be possible for the Vice Minister to discuss this 
with the Foreign Secretary. I indicated that MOS (FA) nay not be 
available during the visit of the Japanese PM. 
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Confidential 

Ministry of External AffaiflT^^ 

Europe West Division 


v »» v 



Our Consul General in Hamburg has informed us 
that on 17 August, 1998, the G-50, an umbrella organisation 
which encompasses Hamburg-based Indian associations as 
well as the local Deutsche Indische Gesellschaft [DIG, the Indo- 
German Friendship Association], handed over a letter 
addressed to our Prime Minister. 


— u 




2. The letter, the original of which is placed below 

[Pj -A1 , calls for “an all out effort to unravel the mystery of the 
disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose". It adds, inte r 
alia . that in the light of new evidence, following the release of 
crucial official documents by the Governments of UK and 
Russia, "conditions have never been so opportune for getting 
at the truth". The letter also adds that “the weight of existing 
evidence which seriously challenge the air-crash story is 
compelling" and, draws attention, to what is termed, are some 
'facts, in particular.' 


3. PMO may like to take a view on whether this letter 

merits a response. Also, whether the CG should be requested 
to send atleast an interim response to the effect that the letter 
has been transmitted. 



Joint Secretary[EW] 
3 September, 1998 
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@not sig. Telegram 





From* 
To : 


Ind em ba s sy , v i- snna , 
Foreign, Hew Delni. 


CCB No, OS 303 


DTG JUL 061630 
DTP, JTJL 071625 


IIPORTiJ LT 


ch* 


.r % ' 


N o • ^7 • 


gA-J TAL* from KAKSMU 


l'ijiu 


QAx • J- rUJ J- * WiU 

-ataii's Saushter * 1 » BOSS was marled yesterday to 
TLT pFAFF^an American national. 


S3CY TO PH: » TO PH* PS TO PH* M BUSTER* M»»* OF »» 

D3PUW MINISTER* FS* 380X3*1* SHOT Sill* JSAD* JS3>t> 

03 W* OS S3* OS OOPS* ATTACKS HOC*,, CA3B.ST 

ltote 5 y CCS*- The above Miss'® - ecelvod on 

Telex Jjinlc# 


ALS^L. 

7.7.65 


(j) S it Ywd tV' 

$UPrRKT3lD3iT CCB 
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Telegrams — S3ST 

From: Foreign, New Delhi. 

: Indambassy, Vienna. 

IMPORT ANT 

No, 24313. 



DIG D3J3IBSR 121700 


iOHJHDa L4LL from DUTE. 

Your latter of December 7. 4NHA arrived Calcutta 
yesterday and warmly received. Please ask her mother net 
to worry. 


FS TO^PM (7): DEPUTY MINISTER: SG: £S: 03: JSW: SO NGO, 



"mcnau 1 ^ 10) 

12-12-1960 




gUJjl 


SUPERINTENDENT COB 







9 r.'\ 


K, Sankara PUlal 


Deputy Secretary (04M). 




MINI . EXTERNAL 



B&ggg*g» 

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS t rj. 
NEW DELHI. 


NEW DELHI. 



D.O.Ho. 52/34/mO 


a 


dential 

Septenber // ,1958. 


Dear Shrl Jain, 


vail you please refer to the correspondence 
r eating with 3hri P. Chakravartl ' a letter Vo. 
F.*3(l)/8723 <a te4 the 18th February 1988. to Shrl 
K.P. Dubose, regarding financial help to the family 
of the late Shrl Sukhas Chandra Boae T 

2. We find fro* our re cord a that cheque Ho. 

DT 629218 dated the 6 th ■cvedbtr* 1987 fbr Ha. 3,00(^- 
laat received fro* the IN A Enquiry and Relief Committee 
Fhnd ky ns, through Shrl M.O. Mathal, represented the 
assistance to Mias Anita Boae for tho period July - 
Decoder 1897. Ho cheque fbr aaalatanoe for the 
period Janaary - June 1881 hao oo far kean reoelvod 
fro* pour office. Since Mias Anita Boae* a aother 
vanta thla aaslatenco to ke contlmal, and aa eaOLy 
3J- *>nths remain fbr the year to end, ve mould auggeat 
that you a end tta the remittance for the period July • 
December 1868 now itself along with the remittance 
fbr the period Jamary - Juno 1888, ihlch la already 
overwdne. If you agree, you aay eand ua tho cheque 
fbr onward trensmisaiett. 

3. Wo shall aloe ke grateful if e lotter 
addressed to the Agent. State Bank of India, similar 

to tha one sent with the letter dated the 16th February 
1981 under reference, la sent to *e Along with tho 
chequo. 


Tours alneor«3.y. 


Sd/- 

(K. Sankara PUlal). 


Shrl takhat Hal Jain, 

Oenaral Bocrotary, 

All India Cong re si Qemmlttee, 
7, J enter Mantar Road, 

How Delhi. 


Copy for Information to Shrl M.O. Mathal, Prims 
Minister's Secretariat. 


U ^ CCvJ^- r '— 

. _ • 

(I, Sankara PUlal) 
Deputy 9scretary (OAH). 
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D.O.Ib.P.5^3V*JO 


Ministry of External A fairs. 



c 



Dated 


Jamary, 1958 


Dear Shri 3hargava, 



with ohri I.J. Broughton's d.o. latter of evan number dated 
the 33rd March, 1957 regarding financial help to the family 
of the late Shri Sub hash Chandra Bose t 

Before we make arrangements to transmit the aeonnt 


of *5.3,000/- sent to us through Shri M.D. Mathal in the fbra 


of crossed cheque Ifo.DT 63923B dated the 6th Hovedber, 1967, 
we would appreciate it If you would kindly send as the usual 
latter of authority for transmission to the State Bank, A# 
Shri 4.R. Mehta is now the Charge d* Affaires, In the 
Legation of Intlia, Vienna, it should be drawn np In his 
favour. 


lours sincerely, 


( K,P. Lukes# ) 


Sirl H.P. Bhargava, 

Permanent Secretary, 

All India Congress Co malt tea, 
7, Jantar Manter Road, 

SKLHI. 


Copy for information to i- 


Shri M.O. Mathai , 

Prima Minister's Secretariat, 
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No.F. 52/34/NG 
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fbENTIAL 

Ministry of External Arialrs 

Dated 



Dear Shri Bhargava, 

This is to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter No.F.53(l)/7549 dated the l£th April, 1956, 
ad!res:ed to Shri M.O. Mathai, enclosing cheque 
No. DT 629212 dated the 16th April, 1956, for 3,000/-. 

Arrangements are being made to remit the 
amount to Miss Bose. 


Yours sincerely, 


(A.S. Mehta) 


Shri M.P. Bhargava, 

Permanent Secretary, 

11 India Congress Committee, 
, Jantar Manta’ Hoad, 

New Delhi. 


Copy forwarded to Jnri M.O. Mathi, Special 
Assistant to the Ptime Minister, Prime Minister's House, 
New Delhi. 


(A.S. Mehta) 
Deputy Secretary. 
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7th Maroh, 1955. 


Dear Mr. Bhargava, 

This la to acknowledge jour ohaqua 
No. DT 629207. datad the 25th Vtbrnry, 1955 
for rupoaa thraa tliouaaad for being a ant to Miaa 
Anita Bo»e. Arrangeoents Hill bo made to realt 
this amount to Mias Boss as early as posslblo. 

lours ainoerely, 

Sd. 

(A. J. Kldwal) 



Shrl R. P. Bhargava, 

Permanent Secretary, 

All India Congress Coaalttaa, 

7, Jan tar Mantar Boad, Mow Dolhl 1 . 






^ Copy forwarded to Shrl h.L.Eazaz, Private Secretar 
Prime Minister's Secretariat, New Delhi, with reference to 
his letter No.2(62fc)-52/PM, dated the 5th March, 1955. 

/ 

79 A ( \ "U -• 

(A. J. Kldwal) 

v . 1 Deputy Secretary. 

% f. 


No iP(2)-Pol(Aua)/54 
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June 30, 1954. 


My dear Prera Krishen, 

Would you kindly refer to your letter No. P.52/34/ 
NC0/5O, dated May 31 to Ramaswamy, with which you had 
sent him an Imperial Bank draft for £224-12-2 for Prau 
Schenkl? Ranaswamy informs me that this amount has been 
duly disbursed, paid to Frau Schenkl. 

It may be noted that with this draft we begin 
a new series of payments to Frau Schenkl — from the All 
India Congress Committee, as a result of the Trust Deed 
created In favour of Frau Schenkl for her dauih^er 
Anita Schenkl* Bose . It may be noted that In the past 
sums of money have been sent to us from the Prime 
Minister's Secretariat, Theie were to be used in Frau 
Schenkl' s interest at the discretion of the Ambassador. 

This previous account is now closed. On 16.2.54, there 
was a cash balance of Aus.Sch.5461,37 plus A.S.3,73 
accrued Interest In this account, I am satisfied myself 
that this has been fully expended and the balance now under 
this old account is nil. The details of this account have 
been duly maintained on our files in the Vienna Legation 
« i and this Embassy . But It may be noted that this previous 

closed. 



Yours sincerely, 

3d/« 


(Y.D.Gundevla) 

Copy tc 3hri K.C.Mathai, Special Assistant to the 
Prime Minister, for information. 



A.abaS VadT 
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Embassy of India, 
3 erne. 

May 31, 1954 ♦ 


My dear Mathai, 

'./ill you please refer to your 
letter dated May 24G I have arranged for the 
copy of the Trust Deed being handed over to 
Frau Schenkl through our 

Shri M.C. Mathai, 

Special Assistant to the 
Minister, 

Mew Delhi. 


Vice Consul in Vienna 
Yours., sincerely , 

I ^ 

(Y.D.Gundevia) 


Prime 
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bit'. P t”PoL(A>J-Sy 

Embassy of India - 

L6JiAJJ.OAI_Oi_Ul-tttA. 

Berne 

January 19, 1954. 


* 



My dear Mathai, 

There was a paragraph in the Hindu of 
December 18 to say that the Congress Working 
Committee at Delhi had taken a decision to 
create a Trust of 2 lakhs of rupees in favour 
of the 11-year old daughter of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. Mrs.Schenkl has always kept in 
touch with Ramaswamy, our Vice Consul in 
Vienna, and Ramaswamy has recently obtained 
from her copies of correspondence that has 
passed between Shri B.C.Roy and Mrs.Schenkl 
on the subject of the Trust. I dare say, the 
Prime Minister is aware of the trend of the 
correspondence. Shri B.C.Roy has written to 
her, apparently, in accordance with the Working 
.Committee's decision, and, in her letter dated 
17th January, Mrs.Schenkl has agreed to be one 
| of the Trustees. I am enclosing herewith a 
copy of the correspondence for your information. 

/ 1 ^ 

:m ** Yours, sincerely, 

(Y.^Ttftffirevra) 


Shri M.O, Mathai, 

Special Assistant to the 
Prime Minister, 

Prime Minister's House, 
New Delhi. 
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'■umacHY of external affairs 

HEW DELHI . 
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bljtett Valfaro of Trwm flftell {*• k*) 


Hr d« 


«m jvn kindly r«fw to pr Ivttar 


da tod tho art Mptaafcar, to tha Mat MWLotar t 
2. Aa dartrad ty tha Mao KUdotor t I 
bm art a Croft for £ 10QA oa tha Xhparlal 
Bade of IndlOf Xondoa^ in fwwr of K*T« lrt> 




Sd/- 




(H* EajaD 


Aaaf ill* 


Bit 



Copy with copy of encltSsure, to tha Principal 
Private Secretary to t;he Prime Minister (Dr. B.N. 
Kaul) for information. 





I ('-^‘‘7*1 

(H. Dayal) * 
Joint Secretary* 
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tba October, 3968. 


MF 


Subject i - Vaifara of Proa Seharikl 
(Mr a Bow) 




Hr tear Bam way, 

Will yon plaaaa refer to tba aarraa- 
pondanca ra sting vlth year latter Bo.COJ^V% 
dated tba 6th feptsafear, to ftr. TjnbJl t 

2* 4a ds aired by tba Frias Mini star. X 

and barawlth a draft far £ BOO/*, In yotar 
favour, on tba Xaoarlal Bask of ToHa. la nba. 
It la tba Print Inal star* a vlMa that this 
aaooat flboold ba leapt oat Ate tha official 
leeoont and dlCboraad to Fran ftiliaafel la 
caA or In tbs Chapa of gifts ondar tba 
dir action of our mm star In Banjo, firm 
vhoa yon vlll racadva lnatraot&ooo on tin 
aabjact froa tlna to tlaa. 

Too ra alnearaly. 


3d/- 




Cl. Bapa) 


flsrl U. Raw away. 
Legation of India, 
Flam* 

4o atria. 
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r have teen ha vino some or-qul" '*s made about 
he • <fe and Irisht* - " of Ihri Sjbhas 3ose In Vienna. 
^ r>’^ ...-» «ho -i 1 a " r " n ~ e to -'> s n' , then £.100/“ as 
a --p.<j i ant at obo :c "h-’lotr.ns tine. fhl3 money could 
ce rer. c from she L. . 8 , Fund vtth the A. t .C.C. 

■ r ' T * ar ij'emo nt s could he through the — xternsl 

Aff.i T '3 >M ole cry to ha e the money sent. 

Please rent Ion thin matter at the V->rkin? 
^~-'ltt« a mention. 


(J. Nehru) 
9-9-1962 


;>r r^l ^e^etarv. \Tf 


PERSONAL <S 



CO 

LEGATION OP INDIA 
69, STERNWARTESTRASSE 


VIENNA XVIII. 




31st July, 1952. 


My dear Jawahar 


x 


X 



X 


2 


I have received your telegram about Mrs. Bose 


I had already contemplated contacting her. On my 
arrival here, however, I learnt t^at s^e had gone 
out of town with the child, on h«r holiday. Ramaswamy 
spoke to her over the phone and I am now hoping to 
meet her on my return from Budapest. I must, however, 
Inform you that, from what Ramaswamy has told me 
now, It appears that the good lady was In no mood 
to be obliged to the Government. Probably because she 

was briefed in the familiar way I think by no other 

*» 

person than Aml^Bose, I am rather sorry for it. 
However, I shall try and see what I can do as you 
t'ave desired to persuade her to accept some assistance 
from us, if not for herself, at least for the child. 

I shall try to be as discreet about it as possible 
without committing the Government. 


x 


x 


X 


Ever yours, 
Sd/-Asaf Ali. 


Shri Jewaherlal Nehru 
Prime Minister's House 
INDIA. 


Sd/-J. Nehru. 
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TELEGRAM SECRET 

From - Indie nation, Vienna* 


COyp^NTIAL 

/ \ 

To - Foreign, New Delhi# 





DTO JULY 311530 
DTR AUGUST 010315 


No *10, Secret and Pergonal ASAP ALI JOr 
JAWAHA.P.LAL NEHRU# Your telegram Prlmin 21337- July 26 th. 
Person mentioned will return from leave aid or 3rd August# 
Expect to meet on my return from Budapest whoro am going 

today, 

«••• 


Prime Minister (6) only# 


/PS(3) 

011020 

. \ 



Suporintondont CCB# 
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peaeaoja «t «to 8cupt±o.i otps joi&oqA ptro acnqSHwp .ieq pan aoq }noqv 1 
ao rwuojui ®Aoq a* oagi Piw* eft •swag avx^ve j* ojj* (OTt/IIlAX 1 
traneu 4 *0 ossc3omo*) TfiEBDG STOW *8^ ^09^000 ptnoo noZ 
tr; Art* xno l Sopxrtp yp ©xqrJrp«op aq pittOA . 
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My dear Par.ditji, 



DEPUTY MINISTER 
EXTERN AL hFFAIRS, 33TDI A. 

new del; a. 


/5'^ it bffj. 


Ad advised, I saw Shri Mahabir 
Tyagi about Sarat 3abu's arrears of income-tax. 

I was 4&&ted by him to write to Sarat Dabu'sjons 
suggesting that they should ask for time and offer 
to pay by instalments. I have now received the 
accompanying letter from Shri Nripendra Jnandra 
Mitra, who wrote the first letter to me on the 
subject. 


Yours sincerely. 


Sd/- Anil K. Chanda. 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 

Prime Minister, 

Mew Delhi. 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


Jay ant Prasad 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Tel.No.301 1357 
Fax No. 379 2285 



“ . 25/4/NGO/Vol.V 


September 1 8, 2000 


My dear 



As you are aware. Government of India has appointed a one-member Commission 
of Inquiry with Justice M.K. Mukherjee as its Chairperson to inquire into all the facts and 
circumstances related to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Justice 
Mukherjee has been in correspondence with you regarding declassified British 
Government records (comprising some 700 files) that might have some bearing on his 
mandate. As discussed with you, we are advising the Commission to depute one of its 
officials to London for an in-situ examination of the files to find out whether or not they 
contain any material relevant to the work of the Commission. Alternately, they could 
mandate the Director, National Archives of India, to undertake this task on behalf of the 
Commission. 

Meanwhile, it would be useful to send a request from the High Commission to the 
British Foreign Office, in the context of the setting up of this new Commission, to 
retrieve any available documentation pertaining to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose that may 
be contained in the 700 unpublished files originating in the India Office’s Public and 
Judicial Department in London. These files are now public and have recently been placed 
with the India Office Records, Oriental and India Office Collections, London. 



Shri Nareshwar Dayal 

High Commissioner of India 
London 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087 


Phone: 

216 - 2765-68 & 216-2835 

Easj 

216-2765 


J&) 

No. JMCI/ Doc ( FOR ) / 99-2000/56/ 232 


Calcutta, dated, the August 28, 

2000 


Shri Jayant Prasad, IAS 

Joint Secretary 

Ministry of External Affairs 

South Block 

New Delhi-110 001 


Dear Shri Prosad, 


Files numbering 700 originating in the 
India office’s Public and Judicial Deptt., 
London and now available in the British 
Library. 


\ 

I am directed to invite a ref erence^t<T the Commission's 
letter no. JMCI/DOC ( FOR )/99-2 000/56/45 (2j dated 27.4.2000 on 
the aforesaid subject and to say that no reply whatsoever has 
yet been received from your end. 





I am directed to request you to kindly look into the 
matter and do the needful so that the files referred to in the 
letter dated 13,4.2000 of Sri Mainak De, Press & Public 
Affairs Adviser, British Deputy High Commission, Calcutta 
addressed to Sri Anil Mukherjee, Deputy Speaker, West Bengal 
Legislative Assembly, a copy whereof was sent to you alongwith 
the above-quoted letter dated ^27.4.2000, are made available to 
this Commission eit her in_origxnaT~bT"in the form of microfilm 
t o f^as's e tie ”aXsc _ or micro soft office 1997_as ea rl y as possible. 


An early reply will be highly appreciated. 



Yo urs^fa ith^f idly 


(P.K.Sengupta ) 
Secretary 
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Status Report showing action taken on 
compliance with the orders/directions 
contained in the proceedings dated 
23rd March, 2000 and 13th June, 2000 
of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 



•Sk e^-Vv 1 . 3- o—cr-c 4 



1, Re j Para (a)(1) of the proceedings dated 23,03.2000. 

1*1 The Prime Minister's Secretariat has furnished 


Xerox copies of 32 files Including a number 
of Secret/Top Secret files. These files are 
being scrutinised. 

1,2 Of the files specifically mentioned in the 
said para (a)(i) the following files have 
been received which are also being scrutinised 

(i) A xerox copy of file No , 23( 156 )/51-PM ; 

(ii) A xerox copy of file No . 23( 1 1 ) -56-57 PM; 

(iii) A xerox copy of file No.249-INA regarding 
information on Shri Subhas Chandra Dose; 

(iv) A xerox copy of file N0.273-INA containing 

the following details 

(a) Notes; (b) Hisdeparture from Bangkok 
on 17th; (c) Is Subhas Chandra Bose still 
alive 7 (d) Extract from Allied Allied 
Forces SEA weekly Intelligence Review 
No, 57 for week ending 2 Nov* 45; 

(e) Subhas Chandra Bose's death Nurse at 
Hospital where he relates story; (f) Data 
relating to his death in an Aeroplane; 

(g) His proposal to see the Russian 
Ambassador; (h) Statement with regard to 
his death; (1) Last moments of Subhas 
Chandra Bose; 

(v) A xerox copy of file No*138-INA; 

(vi) A xerox copy of file No * 265-INA-Pt , I . 

1*3 Other f lies/ documents as specifically mentioned 
in the said para (a)(i) have not been 
receivedfmost of which are reportedly destroyed. 

1,4 No affidavit has been filed on behalf of 
Prime Minister's office; 


2. Re ; Para (a)(ii) of the said proceedings dated 


23.03.2000. 

Xerox copies of all the files mentioned in 
this para have been received which are being 
scrutinized * 


contd 


• * • » 


P.2, 


- i 2 : 


3 . Re j Para (a)(iii) of the proceedings dated 23.03,2000, 

3,1 Of the files/documents specifically mentioned 
in para (a)(iii) of the proceedings dated 
■ 23,03*2000 only the following files/documents 
have been received which are being scrutinized 

(i) One xerox copy of Netaji's speech 
of 18.08.45, 

(ii) One xerox copy of Secret No, 

11/1NC/45 dated 16,01,46 from the 
Deputy Inspector General of Police, 
c.l.So , Bombay Province, (lying 
inside xerox copy of file No. 

282/INA); 

(iii) A xerox copy of W. Mckwright's 
letter No.C-5 dated 19.02.46 to 
Intelligence Bureau, H.D., New Delhi-3, 
(lying inside xerox copy of file 

No. 273/lNA) ; 


3.2 No other files/documents specifically mentioned 
in para (a) (iii) have been received; 


4. Re r Para (a)(iv) of the proceedings dated 23,03.200 0. 

4,1 The orders/directions contained in para (a)(iv) 
of the proceedings dated 23.03.2000 read with 
the proceedings dated 13.06.2000 regarding 
production of the entire proceedings (including 
the evidence recorded )of Shah Nawaz Committee 
and Khosla Commission, have not been complied 
with fully and properly. Complete records 
of the entire proceedings and the documents 
produced before the aforesaid Committee/ 
Commission are yet to be received from the 
Government of India. 



4,2 The Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt, 
of India, and the Secretary, Ministry of 
External Affairs, Govt, of India, have again been 
called upon on l8,08 o 2000 to produce immediately 
the complete original records of the entire 
proceedings of Justice Khosla Commission and 
Shah Nawaz Khan Committee respectively 
(including all the documents produced before 
the said Commission/ Commi ttee ) . 


contd. ..P.3. 


_ . 2 • 
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5. Re : Para (a)(v) of the proceedings dated 23.03 o 2000. 

The documents mentioned in this para are available 
with the Ministry of External Affairs as admitted 
by them. As per their request the said documents 
(i.e. The Transfer of Power, vol.VI and VII) were 
borrowed from the National St Library, Calcutta and 
returned bo them after keeping xerox copies of a 
few pages of Vol.VI) 

fy 

6. Re : Para (b) of the proceedings dated 23,03,2000* 

read with the para" re : (a) of the proceedings 
dated 13.03.2000 concerning filing of affidavits. 

6.1 Shri A.K. Paitandi, Director (IS-I), Ministry 
of Home Affairs, Government of India, filed 
an affidavit dated 20.06 o 2000 on behalf of the 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Cabinet Secretariat, 
Intelligence Bureau, and Research and Analysis 
Wing, Government of India, within the prescribed 
time limit. The affidavit prima facies appears 
to be somewhat evasive on certain points. 

6 0 2 The Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India, have been called upon 
to produce immediately photo-copies of all the 
agenda papers/cabinet decisions concerning 
"Investigation into the circumstances leading 
to the death of Netaji" from the custody of 
the Cabinet Secretariat. 

6.3 The Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, have been requested to 
send immediately the photo-copies of all the 
9 (nine) Top Secret files which are mentioned 
in the list attqched to their D.O. letter 
No. 2 5/ 4/NGO~Vol„V dated 1st March, 2000 as 
referred to in their affidavit m, 

6.4 Shri G.B 0 Singh, Director, History Division, 
Ministry of Defence, Government of India, filed 

--v an affidavit dated 31.07.200 0 wherein it has 

been stated that all the files/documents relating 
to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and I.N.A. which 
were held with the History Division, Ministry 
of Defence, have been declassified and transferred 
to the National Archives of India on 26.08,1997 
and that there are no other documents/ records 
available in the Ministry of Defence. 


V 

\ 


contd ... .P.4. 
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6.5 No af f idavits . have been filed on behalf of 

(i) Prime Minister's office as stated in para 1.4 
and on behalf of the (ii) Department of Culture 
(National Archives of India) regarding availability 
of f iles/records/documents irrespective of whether 
they are Top Secret/classif ied/Declassif led except 
the 990 files reportedly transferred by the History 
Division, Ministry of Defence to the National Archives 
of India, New Delhi, out of which a list of 989 files 
have already been furnished to the Commission by the 
National Archives of India. Besides, P.M. 's office 
furnished lists of 32 other file3, xerox copies of 
which have also been furnished by the Prime Minister's 
office to the Commissi on and those are b.eing scruti- 
nised as stated in para 1.1. 

7. Re : Para (c) of the proceedings dated 23.03,2000. 

7.1 The f iles/documents specifically mentioned in 
para (c) of the said proceedings are reported 
to be not mentioned in the Index Book and not 
available with the Government of West BengeL as 
stated in the affidavit dated 28.07.2000 filed 
by Shri Aloknath Bhattacharya, Special Secretary. 
Home (Political) Department, Government of 
West Bengal. 


7.2 Along with the said affidavit filed on behalf of 
Government of West Bengal, xerox copies of 

64 files as listed in the said affidavit have 
been furnished which are being scrutinised. 

7.3 The Secretary, Home Department, Government of 
West Bengal, has been called upon on 18.08.2000 
to produce immediately the relevant original 
Index Books of the Intelligence Branch and 

also of the Special Branch under Home Department, 
Government of West Bengal . 

8. Re : Para (d) of the said proceedings dated 
23.03.2000. 

8.1 Dr. (Mrs.) Purabi Roy filed an affidavit 
dated 08. 06. 2000. 

8.2. The General Secretary of the Asiatic Society 
furnished the following documents published 
by th em : - 

(i) One printed copy of "Indo-Russian 
Relations (Pt.I) pertaining to 
1917 to 1928;” 


contd. ... p. 5 
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(ii) One printed copy of the "Check List 
of documents (Vol.I);" 

(iii) One printed copy of " indo-Russi an Relations 
(pt.II) 1929-1947;" 

(iv) One printed copy of " Russo-Indian Relations 
in 19 th century - a selection of documents 
(English translation);" 

8.3 Dr. (Mrs.) Purabl Roy was requested in our letter 
dated 10.05.2000 to identify relevant documents 
available with the Asiatic Society concerning 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and translate the 
relevant non-English documents available there 
into English on behalf of the Commission. Dr. Roy 
in her letter dated 16'08.2000 has stated inter- 
alia that she is willing to take action as 
desired in our aforesaid letter provided the 
present authority of the Asiatic Society permits 
her to do so. The General Secretary of the 
Asiatic Society and the Secretary, Ministry of 
Human Resource Development, Department of Culture, 
Government of India, have been requested by us 
accordingly. 

9. Re: Para (e) of the proceedings dated 23.03.2000 
regarding suggestion of the names of competent 
persons who might be included in the Research 
Team of the Commission. 

Shri Surajit Dasgupta suggested the names 
of five persons (all residing in West Bengal) 
on behalf of the petitioners of affidavit Nos. 

JMCl/ 11/2000 , JMCl/ 13/2000 and JMCl/14/2000 and 
Smt. Chitra Ghosh, a deponent, suggested the 
names of 9 (nine) persons (all residing in 
West Bengal), another five persons (all residing 
in Delhi), and four more persons (the residence 
of whom are not indicated), for their inclusion 
in the Research Team of J.M.C.I. 

10. Re :Para (£) of the said proceedings dated 23,03,2000 
concerning recording of evidence of Maj.E.Bhas- 
karan on Commission. 

10.1 Maj. E. Bhaskaran could ultimately depose 
on 15.07.2000 at his residence in Chennai 
before Shri P.K. Sengu pt a , Secretary , who was 
appointed Commissioner for the purpose, in 
the presence of Shri Anil Krishna Mukherjee 
and Smlt. Chitra Ghosh, deponents. They 
cross-examined the said witness. 

contd . ... p. 6 . 
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10,2 In pursuance of the orders of the Commission 
another witness Col, Preetam Singh was 
• examined on Commission at his residence in 
the presence of Shri Anil Krishna Mukherjee 
and Shri Subrata Bose, deponents, by Shri P«K, 
Sengupta, Secretary, who was appointed 
Commissioner for the purpose by the Commission, 
The witness was cross-examined by Shri Anil 
Krishna Mukherjee and Shri Subrata Bose, 

11, Re : Last para of the said proceedings dated 23,03 o 2000. 

Necessary steps were taken in time for 
compliancewith the orders/directions contained 
in the proceedings dated 23,03,2000, 

12. Re * The penultimate para of the proceedings dated 

13,06,2000 concerning examination of witnesses. 

A list of witnesses have been furnished on behalf 
of the deponents of affidavit Nos, JMCl/l/2000 , 
JMCl/6/2000, JMCl/9/2000, JMCl/ll/2000, 
JMCI/14/2000, JMCl/27/ 2000 , JMCl/28/2000, 

JMCl/37/ 2000 , JMCl/44/2000 , JMCl/23/2000 , and 
JMCl/45/2000 as on 24,08,2000. But the fact or 0 
facts which the witnesses are expected .to prove 
in their examination have not been stated 
witnesswise in some of the cases and the reasons 

as to why instead of oral examination, examination 

1 

of such witne^es on affidavit will not suffice 
appear to have not been indicated. 


13 0 Re : Last para of the proceedings dated 13,06,2000 

concerning communication of the orders/directions 
contained in the proceedings dated 13,06,2000, 

The said order was duly complied with by the 
office of the Commission, 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


FROM : FOREIGN, NEW DELHI 

TO BRANCH SECRETARIAT, CALCUTTA 

(Fax No.: 033- 2479703) 

HEAD OF BRANCH SECTT. FROM JS (CNV) 

IN CONNECTION WITH SOME OFFICIAL WORK, 
SHRI D.B. BHATI, SECTION OFFICER IN TFIE MINISTRY SHALL 
BE REACHING CALCUTTA AT 09:00 HRS ON AUGUST 30, 2000 
BY INDIAN AIRLINES FLIGHT NO. IC- 401 (.) HE WILL 
RETURN ON AUGUST 31, 2000 BY FLIGHT NO. IC- 402 
DEPARTING FROM CALCUTTA AT 17:30 HRS (.) 

2. GRATEFUL PLEASE ARRANGE ACCOMMODATION FOR 
SHRI BHATI IN BSF GUEST HOUSE, IF POSSIBLE AND 
ARRANGE RECEPTION ON ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE (.) 


JOINT SECR 

AUGUST 29, 2000. 


(JAY, 



MISSION 


H IF I' AT ION REPORT 
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Justice Mukherjee commission of Inquiry 
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Phone: 

216 - 2765-68 4 216-2835 


For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087 


jmcjnscbAcal3.vsiil.net. in 


216-2765 

e-mail 


Faxj 


No. JMCI/Meeting-Hearing/99-2000/57/ 188(70) Calcutta, dated, the 9 th August 2000 


\ 


From : Shri P.K. Sengupta, WBHJS(Retd ) 
Secretary 

To 

Shri Jayant Prasad 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs 
Government of India 
South Block 
New Delhi 110 001 


Dear Sir/Madam, 


I am directed to inform you that the next hearing of the Commission 
will be held on 31 st August 2000 at 12-00 noon in the Seminar Hall, Annexe 
Building, Mahajati Sadan, 166, Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta 700 007. 


You are, therefore, requested to make it convenient to attend the 
hearing personally and/or through your authorised representative. 


\ 




Yours faithfully, 


Ministry of External Affairs 
CNV Division 


PB Section may please issue the requisite sanction for deputation of Shri D.B. 
Bhati, Section Officer (NGO) to Calcutta as per details provided in the note containing 
administrative and financial approvals which is placed below. He is expected to reach 
Calcutta on July 30 and should return to Delhi by the evening flight on the following day. 
It may be noted that since Shri Bhati will be carrying important classified documents, he 
has been authorised to undertake his journey by air. 


» ftx-t,. 


I Jay ant Prasad 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 
August 25, 2000 


AO(PB) 


A separate copy, without enclosure, to TG Section for making the appropriate 
bookings. 




A n o 




Ministry of External Affairs 
CNV Division 


Apropos the reference received from the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Enquiry into the alleged Disappearance of Netaji, Foreign Secretary has agreed that 
SO(NGO) Shri D.B. Bhati should be deputed to Calcutta as the nominee of the Ministry 
for the Commission’s hearing on 31 st August 2000. Since he may be required to carry 
some Top Secret NGO papers by hand, it is requested that as a special case he may be 
permitted to go to Calcutta by air. . 


br 
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JaK'ant Prasad 
Joint Sccrdt^jy(CNV) 
25.8.2000 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 Q£7 

(f r>) 


Phone: 

216 - 2765-68 & 216-2835 

Fax : 

216-2765 

e-mail 

jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net. in 


No. JMCI/ Meeting-Proceedings ( Follow Up)/ Calcutta, dated, the 08.08.2000. 

48/187. 
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Prom : Shri p.K. Sengupta, WBHJS (Retd,). 
Secretary 

To : Shri Jay ant Prasad, IAS, 

Joint Secretary (C.N.V.), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi-110001. 


Ref s Our letter No*JMCl/Meeting/99-2000/ 
48/107 dated 05.06.2000. 


Sir, 

With reference to our abovenoted letter dated 
05.06.2000 I am directed to request you kindly to 
send immediately photo-copies of alljthe nine "Top- 
Secret" files which are mentioned in the list attached 
to your D.O. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol.V dated March 1, 
2000 . 

Yours faithfully 

. K, Sei 
Secretary 


(P 





JAYANT PRASAD 
JOINT SECRETARY(CNV) 


MOST IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL 


fWT M Krcft 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 



No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.V 


July 25, 2000 



I am writing this with reference to your DO letter No. 
JMCI/Meeting/99-2000/48/98(7) dated 29.05.2000, regarding the submission of 
documents/files related to alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, in 
compliance of the order/directions contained in the proceedings dated 23.03.2000 of 
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. 

2. As desired by the Commission,, vide para (v) (b) of its proceedings 

mentioned above, enclosed herewith is the required affidavitf in original ) on behalf of 
this Ministry for submission to the Commission. 


Yours sincerely 


(Jayant Prasad) 


Shri P.K.Sengupta,WBHJS(Retd.) 
Secretary, 

Justice Mukherji Commission of Inquiry, 
*B' Block, 3 rd Floor, 

1 1/A, Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Calcutta 700 087 

I 


/ vCopy without enclosure to Shri A.K.Paitandy, Director(IS-l), Ministry of Home Affairs, 
New Delhi for information. 




(Jayant Prasad) 
Joint Secretary(CNV 



ft 



>x. 



I, Jayant Prasad, Joint Secretary(CNV), Ministry of 
External Affairs, Government of India, South Block, New Delhi, do 
hereby solemnly affirms and state as follows : 


2. That I have read the Hon’ble Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry letter No.-JMCI/meeting/99- 
2000/48/98(7)-dated 29/05/2000 alongwith its enclosure 
and undersood its contents. 

3. I would like to state that the matter has been carefully 
considered and the details of TOP SECRET/SECRET 
files available in this Ministry have been sent to Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry vide my letter No. 
25/4/NGO - Vol.V dated 01/03/2000 and 24/05/2000 
respectively. No other documents/files relating to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose and/or Indian National Army are 
the custody or control of this Ministry. 


-* 

DEPONENT 


VERIFICATION 


Verified at New Delhi on this day of July, 2000, that the 
contents of. the above affidavit are true and correct to my knowledge 
derived from the official records. 



24 JU12U0Q 


AFFIDAVIT 



I, Jayant Prasad, Joint Secretary(CNV), Ministry of 
External Affairs, Government of India, South Block, New Delhi, do 
hereby solemnly affirms and state as follows : 


2. That I have read the Hon’ble Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry letter No.-JMCI/meeting/99- 
2000/48/98(7)-dated 29/05/2000 alongwith its enclosure 
and undersood its contents. 

3. I would like to state that the matter has been carefully 
considered and the details of TOP SECRET/SECRET 
files available in this Ministry have been sent to Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry vide my letter No. 
25/4/NGO - Vol.V dated 01/03/2000 and 24/05/2000 
respectively. No other documents/files relating to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose and/or Indian National Army are 
the custody or control of this Ministry. 




> 


[fegONENT 


VERIFICATION 


Verified at New Delhi on this day of July, 2000, that the 
contents of the above affidavit are true and correct to my knowledge 
derived from the official records. 



MOST IMMEfl frTE 
CONPiflfimlAL 




Ministry of External Affairs 
NGO SECTION 


Subject: PM's letter dated 16.5.2000 regarding Shri Debabrata 

Biswas. MP’s letter containing suggestions to expedite 

the probe by Justice Mukheriee Commission of Inquiry 

into the alleged disappearance of Netaii Subhas Chandra 

Bose. 


Ministry of Home Affairs may kindly refer to their I.D.No. 
1-12014/17/2000-IS (Dill) dated 04.07.2000 on the subject mentioned 
above. 


The comments of this Ministry, on the point raised by Shri 
Debabrate Biswas, MP in his letter to the Prime Minister, are enclosed 
herewith for further necessary action by Ministry of Home Affairs. 


(JAYANT PRASAD) 
JOINT SECRETARY(CNV) 


Shri A.K Paitandv. Director (IS-I), Ministry of Home Affairs 

MEA U.O.Note No. 25/4/NGO - Vol. V dated 21.07.2000 


r ^ > 



MEA COMMENTS ON NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE 


Government of India has made several efforts, over the years for 
retrieving any available information in the possession of other countries 
on Neteji’s alleged disappearance, but without any success. For 
instance, attempts have been made at the official level to find out from 
the Russian Government whether there were documents pertaining to 
Netaji available with them. In response we were informed by the 
Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on January 8, 1992 that “according 
to the data in the Central and Republican Archives, no information 
whatsoever is available on the stay of former President of the Indian 
National Congress, Netaji Subash Chandra Bose in the Soviet Union 
in 1945 and in subsequent years”. Thereafter, on September 27, 1995 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation informed that 
“as a result of the investinations carried out at the Centre Archival 
Collection of the Federal Security Service of Russia and the Russian 
Centre for Retention and Perusal of Documents on Modern History, no 
information whatsoever has come to light on the stay of Subash 
Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR in 1945 and in 
subsequent years”. The State Archive Service of the Russian 
Federation informed on August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for 
Preservation of Historical Documental Collection does not have any 
information on Subhash Chandra Bose”. 




IMMEDIATE 


oAr^ 
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TTFr 


Subject:- KM 1 s letter dated 




ino Shri 


Debabrata 

Biswas. MP' 

1 letter 

containing 

suggestions to expedite 

the Drobe 

bv 

Justice 

Mukher.iee 

Commission ot 

Neta.il Subhas 

Chandra 


Bose, 


A copy of PM's letter dated 16-5-2000 (along 
with its enclosures) on the above subject Is sent 
herewith. A perusal or the suggestions niaue oy Snri 
Debabrata Biswas, M.P., shows that the undermentioned 
point concerns MEA:- 


(iii) To take immediate steps to bring back all the 
related docunents about Netaii which are lying 
in foreign countries. We came to know that the 
External Affairs department has not taken any 
step in this regard so far.’ 



2. As HM has to send a factual note to PM in the 

matter, it is requested that the comments of MEA on the 
above ooint may please be furnished immediately. 

\ 


r 


lrt.\K. PA1 1 ANO'Y A 
DIRECTOR (IS-I) 

(Shri Jayant Prasad, Joint Secretary (CNV) 

I.D. No'.l-T201'47'17/t0'0a-IS' (T.T1 IT' Baled' oFFMJO 
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Prime Minister 


New Delhi 
May 16, 2000 


Dear Shri Advani Ji, 

I am enclosing a copy of a letter of April 28, 2000 from 
Shri Debabrata Biswas, MP and General Secretary of Nelaji Probe 
& Research Foundation. Shri Biswas has informed that the work 
of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry is progressing very 
slowly. He has attributed lack of attention front the Government as 
one of the reasons. 

In his letter, Shri Biswas has made some suggestions 
regarding measures needed to expedite the probe. Ministry of 
Home Affairs may take suitable action on the points raised in the 
letter. 


With regards, 


Yours sincerely, 




(A.B. Vajpayee) 


Shri L.K. Advani 
Minister of Home Affairs 
New Delhi 


NETAJI PROBE & RESEARCH FOUNDATION 


28 , Guruilwara Rakab Ganj Road 
Non Delhi - 110 001 
Phone : 3352273, Telefax : 3714131 


Dated 28 th April 2000 


Dear Prime Minister, 


Sub: Netaji Enquiry Commission 


Kindly refer to my earlier letters regarding Justice MuKherjee Commission of 
Enquiry, which is now probing about the mystery behind the disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose The Netaji Probe and Research Foundation extends its 
sincere gratitude to you for extending the duration of the Commission by one more 
year. 

The Netaji Probe and Research Foundation is working very extensively to facilitate 
the efforts of the Commission to unveil the truth for ever is very closely watching the 
movements of the Commission also While keeping great faith on you in this regard 
we regret to point out that, the Enquiry Commission has been moving at a snail s 
pace. Your kind intervention is very much necessary to accelerate the pace of the 
working of the Commission. 

Through our activities . we felt that the Commission is not getting proper attention 
from the government's side as we expected. As you are well aware that this time the 
Commission have no other option than to base on only the documents To 
declassify these scattered documents which are lying in our country and abroad is a 
Herculean task. In the light of above circumstance, we earnestly request you to take 
necessary steps to resolve the following suggestions at the earliest. 

1 To set up a full fledged Camp Office of the Commission at New Delhi, preferably 
at Vigyan Bhavan with necessary facilities. 

2. Top priority must be given to all correspondence from Mukherjee Commission 
13. To take immediate steps to bring back all the related documents about Netaji 
1 which are lying in foreign countries We came to know that the External Affairs 

\ department has not taken any step in this regard so far. 

4 But it appeared in the Press that the hon'ble Prime Minister told that the govt 
has written letters to all concern countries to declassify all the documents If it is 
so kindly let us know the progress of the same. 

5. We came to know that some important files/documents are lying with Shri Md 
Yunus, former Chirman, Trade Authority of India. Pragathi Maidan New Deih If 
it is true immediate steps should be taken to collect the same from him 
6 We learnt that Shri V P Bhatia Under Secretary IS(D IV) Ministry of Home 
Affairs. North Block New Delhi and Shri S N Singh. Section Officer Justice 



Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry, (New Delhi Office) Room No. 172-B. North Block 
New Delhi are co-ordinating the activities of the Commission in New Delhi. Kindly 
give them necessary office facilities and infrastructure assistance. 

Hope that you will consider this letter in its true spirit and do the needful. 

Thanking you, 

In anticipation, . 

Yours smr'orolv 



DEBABRATA BISWAS, M.P; 

General Secretary 

Netaji Probe and Research Founadtion. 


To 


Shr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, 
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, 
New Delhi. 


AFFIDAVIT 


I, Jayant Prasad, Joint Secretary(CNV), Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India, South Block, New Delhi, do hereby solemnly 
affirms and state as follows : 


2. That I have read the Hon’ble Justice Mukherjee Commission 
of Inquiry letter No.-JMCI/meeting/99-2000/48/98(7)-dated 
29/05/2000 alongwith its enclosure and undersood its 
contents. 

3. I would like to state that the matter has been carefully 
considered and the details of TOP SECRET/SECRET files 
available in this Ministry have been sent to Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry vide my letter No. 25/4/NGO - Vol.V 
dated 01/03/2000 and 24/05/2000 respectively. No other 
documents/files relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and 
/or Indian National Armyare the custody or control of this 
Ministry. 


DEPONENT 


VERIFICATION 


Verified at New Delhi on this day of June, 2000, that the 

contents of the above affidavit are true and correct to my knowledge 
derived from the official records. 


DEPONENT 


AFFIDAVIT 


I, Jayant Prasad, Joint Secretary(CNV), Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India, South Block, New Delhi, do hereby solemnly 
affirms and state as follows : 


2. That I have read the Hon’ble Justice Mukherjee Commission 
of Inquiry letter No.-JMCI/meeting/99-2000/48/98(7)-dated 
29/05/2000 alongwith its enclosure and undersood its 
contents. 

3. I would like to state that the matter has been carefully 
considered and the details of TOP SECRET/SECRET files 
available in this Ministry have been sent to Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry vide my letter No 25/4/NGO - Vol V 
dated 01/03/2000 and 24/05/2000 respectively. No other 
documents/filesfhave been found in this Ministry^ w*wg!% coateh 
help the Commission in the*f+f*Qe*»y- 


Trci+Xi fittjL la DEPONENT 

Ci-c* / $ -( T. 

VERIFICATION ^ 

C-OU\\vfr^- ' '•- 4 '-*-v 


Verified at New Delhi on this day of June, 2000, that the 

contents of the above affidavit are true and correct to my knowledge 
derived from the official records. 


A&X 

■A.4 S Y 


DEPONENT 








Before the Hon’ble Justice Mukheriee C< ~ emission 

of Inquiry at Calcutta. 

IN THE MATTER OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE ORDERS/ 
DIRECTIONS OF THE COMMISSION AS PASSED IN ITS 

PROCEEDINGS HELD ON 23.3.2000 AT CALCUTTA. 

J 

it'k'k'k 

AJLEJUIA V±1 

J, A.K. Paitandy s/o Late Dr. P. Paitandy, working as Director 
(Internal Security-1) in the Ministry of Home Affairs do solemnly affirm and 
state as under: 

That the following Ministries/Deparlments/Organisations seem to be 
concerned with regard to the availability of old files/documents 
connected with the alleged disappearance of Netaji, IN A and the 
record of proceedings of the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee, 1956 and 
the Khosla Commission of Inquiry, 1974 which earlier went into 
similar inquiries as is presently being conducted by the Hon’ble 
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

(a) Prime Minister’s Office 

(b) Cabinet Secretariat 

(c) Ministry of Home Affairs 

(d) Ministry of Defence 

(e) Ministry of Externa! Affairs 

(f) Intelligence Bureau 

(g) Department of Culture (National Archives of India) 

(h) Research and Analysis Wing (R&AW) 

2. The above mentioned Ministries/Departments/Organisalions wet 
accordingly provided with the copies of the Commission’s directi ons/orde 


Ik 


2 59 

dated 23.3.2000 for complying with the same. In this connection, 
attention is invited to this Ministry’s D.O. letters No. I- 120 1 4/1 3/2000- 
IS(I).III) dated 11.04.2000, written to individual officers, a copy each o! 
which has also been provided to the Commission. As already mentioned in 
paru(v)(b) of the Commission’s aforesaid ordcrs/dircctions dated 23.3.2000. 
the requisite affidavit is to be tiled by the competent persons ol the 
concerned Minislries/Depurlmenls giving a list of Hies available on 
Netaji/INA. However, in view of the fact that some of the 
Departments/Organisations have informed that they do not have any papers 
on Netaji/INA, there seems to be some confusion about filing of Affidavits 
to that effect by them. In view of this fact and in deference to the 
directions/orders of the Commission, this Ministry is filing this Affidavit on 
behalf of the following and I accordingly further affirm and state that there 
are reportedly no files/papers concerning Netaji/INA in their (the under 
mentioned Department’s) possession:- 

(i) Cabinet Secretariat 

(ii) Intelligence Bureau 

(iii) Research and Analysis Wing 

The Communications received from these organisations have already been 
forwarded to the Commission separately. 

3. The Prime Minister’s Office have a total of sixteen files, the details of 
which have already been communicated to the Commission, vide Prime 
Minister’s Office letter No. 915/1 l/c/2/2000-Pol dated 2.5.2000. This 
Ministry, vide its letter No.l- 1 20 1 4/1 3/2000/IS(D.1 1 1), dated 31.5.2000 has 
requested the Commission, inter-alia, to consider the feasibility of relevant 
files available in Prime Minister’s Office, being perused/scrutinised al Nr 
Delhi. The Commission has, however, requested Prime Minister's Ol fice !• • 


3 

make available to it photocopies of the files, which according to thcii 
report to the Commission, are available in the Prime Minister’s Office, 1 he 
( 'ommis, sion’s letter No..) M C I/M celi i ig/4K/93 dated 23. 3. 2000 rulers. 

3. Similarly, Ministry of External AJIairs, vide IX) letter No25/4/NGO~ 
Vol.V, dated 24.5.2000 have inter-alia pleaded for scrutiny/perusal of the 
tiles/ records available in Mf.A at New Delhi. In response thereto, the 
( ’ommission have, for the lime being, asked the Ministry ol Internal A I lain: 
to send photocopies of the following two files on Netaji/INA available with 
them, to the Commission:- 

(j) No.C/551/5/72-JP Part-Ill- Netaji Enquiry Commission under 

the chairmanship of Minister Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, 1056 
(ii) KW to file No.C/55 1/5/72-JP Part-HI Record of evidence 
tendered before Shall Nawaz Committee- 1956. 

The Commission’s letter No.JMCI/Meeting/48/93 dated 23.5.2000 
refers. As regards the nine (9) Top Secret files available in MEA , the 
decision of the Commission is awaited, vide its letter No.JMCI/Meeting/99- 
2000/48/107 dated 5.6.2000. 

5. The National Archives of India, vide their DO letter No.F.9-2(l n )99 
P.A. dated 24-4-2000 (copy attached), have informed that in addition to 990 
files declassified and transferred to them by the Ministry of Defence on 
26.8.1997, about which the Commission have already been informed 
separately, some more files are available with them. A fresh list of file 
relating to Netaji/INA have also been furnished. The Commission lias, 
however, requested the Directorate General, Archives, to send photocopies 
of the files, which according to their report to the Commission in pursuance 
of the orders/directives contain in the proceedings dated 23.3.20' 0 of the 
Commission, are available at their end. It is presumed that the Director 
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General, Archives would be taking necessary action in the matter under 
intimation to the Commission. 

6. The Ministry of Defencc( History Division), vide their DO letter 
No.2191/NIC/99, dated 9.5.2000 (copy attached ) lrve informed that the) 
have already apprised the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry that 
the files/documents pertaining to 1NA held by the History Division of that 
Ministry had been declassified and transferred to the National Archives of 
India on 26.8.1997. T' ey have also stated to have submitted to the 
Commission, vide their letter dated 16.2.2000, a list of these files. They have 
further stated that they do not have any other proceedings in then 
possession. 

7. So far as the Ministry of Home Affairs is concerned, only the files on 
bringing back the presumed ashes of Netaji kept in Renkoji temple in Tokyc 
in Japan and posthoTnous announcement of award of ‘Bharat Ratna’ In 
Netaji, arc available. These files do not have a direct bearing on the ongoing 
inquiry by the Commission. However, the record of proceedings of tin 
Khosla Commission of Inquiry are ava'lable. Arrangements are being made 
to produce these proceedings before the Commission at Calcutta at the 
earliest. 

I, 1 ' 

Deponent 

VERIFICA TJjOJj 

I, A.K. Paitandy, s/o Late Dr. P. Paitandy, declare and affirm (hat 
what is stated above is true to my knowledge. No part of this Affidavit is 
false and nothing material has been concealed. 

Verified at New Delhi on June, 2000. 
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K i ml | y refer to your 0.0. Lottor Ho. 1/1 V 01 -1/1 V 
( 1 ) I L L) dated lltli April 2000 aluucjwith the pcoevcd Ltui 
dated 23rd March 2000 of Justice Mukherjoc Comm Luo ion 
Inauicy. In this regard a fresh list 
detail Subhas Chandra Pose and IMA 


of files 
available w i. 


re lot :i.e 
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It may further fee me n tio und bore that instead of 
;\s mentioned at page 3 of the proceedings of a for am P 
Commission of Inquiry, national Archives of India re- ■ 
only 99 0 (Mine Hundred Ninty> declassified fil-s tr i 
from Ministry of Defence, Government of Indie, on 
1.997. Th is position has already >been intimate ! to 
National Archives of Indio letter of oven no- dated > 
2000. it is needless to assure that nil necessary 
v.'ill bo extended to the Commission as and when requ J 


V! i t h kind regards. 


Yours nine 



(SUKUMA ft 


l 


<:■ l o i 


AKKA: 


: ; h i: i A . K . V' a 1 1 a nd y , 
Director (IS -I.) 

M 5. n i s t r y o f !• ! ome A f fa i c o , 
Government of India, 

Mouth Sleek, 

Hcv; Delhi-110001 
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o p y to 


Shri S. N. Singh, Section Officer , Jus ti re V'V 

Commission of Inquiry (New Delhi Off let ) 1 
172-B, North Block, New Delhi. 


( S.M.R. 
Deputy Direr!; 
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£u b 

as Chandra Bose - 


a) 

No t ss 

v 0 ."i C 

t) 

His d ep s r tu r e f ro m E an g ko k c n 1 7 1 h 


c) 

Is 3C Ease still all v a? 


a) 

Extract from Allied forces SEA Weekly Intelli- 
gence Review No, 57 for week ending 2 Nov, 45, 


e) 

S fc C t Base's death Horse at Ho spit si where he 
r s 1 at es s to ry 


0 

Data relating to his death in an Aeroplane 


5) 

His proposal to see the Russian Ambassador 


ft) 

Statement with regard to his death 


i) 

Last moments of S,C.E0SC 


To r 

tnichtly Intelligence 5 j mm ary 

222 pages 

1c 

Provisional Government: of India 

132 p ages 

2. 

The A zed Hina Del 

Irrp 

ortent Documents Recovered by 1 S ’ Section 

1 

74 pages 

Inf 

or matron on Sub hash Stand r a dose 

I 

-.35 p ag es 

3 sp 

;; 

ort bearing Secret No! 1 400/ 23/SE. CSOIC 

39 pages 

Rec 

i fort , Delhi dated 29 tf, Play 1946 

1 

it - a * 

:aji { s Sroadcast at 2lil 5 hrs, to 

2 paces 

9 

25 hrs,, > special rsssJgs on * S . 5 , 4 5 
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;b ^ ec: 


Shifting of the ha- on th a . Fc ruard Bloc 

(It is containing tne secret report dt 0 'i9,S,45 

by R* To 1 1 f3Ti h s??.) 


Council of State - i-! estior^rgov, 1945 regarding 
the reappearance o | Netaji. Subhas Chandra Bose 

Council of Stat e-Na ; ft 1946 , by tha Hon’ble 
Raja Yuvraj Dutta SLr.gh 0 Efforts to capture 
Netaii Sub has Chandra Bose a 

Council of State- gu 
The Hon T ble 3a j a Y 
of two Italian fro 
Bloc uorker, Indu 


s tion-Bud get-s ass ion , 1 947 
j ra j Dutta Singh re- arrest 
the house of a forward 
2 V on suspicion that they 
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had been deputed bl Netaji Sub h as Chandra Eo s 
bo the Punjab with pern 5 mysterious -nission c 
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GOVUitNMi;WT {,’1 r 
MINISTRY OF i)fi 
HISTORY DIVIH 
WEST BLOCK M ( / 

R • K . PUR AM, 

NEW DELHI-1100 f» 


D.O. No. 2191/NIC/99 o c (May 2000 

PcU'C-l Q-^v^dLc-i- 

d J 

Kindly refer to your D.O. 

No. 1/12014/13/2999-15 (D.III) dated 11 April an. 
May, 2000 regarding the directions/ orders pas : 
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (Inquiring 
the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Cb 
Bose ) in its first sitting held at Calcutta ■ ■ 
March, 2000. 


We have already apprised the Inquiry Comm 
That all the filos/documcnts pertaining ho I.MA ir 
the History Division, Ministry of Defence h ■> 
declassified and transferred to the National A.t 
of India on 26th August 1997. A list of these 
has also been submitted to the Justice Mukh 
Commission of Inquiry vide this office letter ot 
number dated 16 Feb 2000. We do not have any 
proceedings in our possession. 

With regards, 


Yours sincere! y 



(G.B. Singh) 


Shri A.K. Paitandy 
Director (IS-1) 

Ministry of Home Affairs 
Government of India 
MOrth Block, 

New Delhi -110001 


CONFIDENTIAL 




MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 

Jayant Prasad 

Joint Secretary(CNV) 

N0.25/4/NGO - Vol.V 

Dear Shri Singh, 

/ 

June 26, 2000 


As desired by Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
please find enclosed herewith the following two files(in original) for 
carrying by you from New Delhi to Calcutta for perusal by the 
Commission:- 

(i) File No. C/551/5/72 -JP Pt-lll- 

Netaji Enquiry Commission under the Chairmanship 
of Minister Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, 1956. 

(ii) KW to File No C/551 /572-Pt-lll — 

Record of evidence tendered before 
Shah Nawaz Committee - 1956. 

2. Please acknowledge the receipt . 

i 

Yours sincerely, 


(Jayant Prasad) 


Shri S.N. Singh, 

Section Officer, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
North Block, New Delhi 


P K.Sengupta, WBHJS(Retd), Secretary to Justice 
nission of Inquiry, B-Block, (3 ’ Floor), 11/A Mirza Galib 


Copy to Shri 
Mukherjee Commission 
Street, Calcutta- 700 087 for information w.r.t. their letter No. 
JMCI/Meeting/99-2000/48/107 dated 05.06.2000. It is requested that the 
receipt of the documents may kindly be acknowledged and they may be 
returned to us as soon as done with 


rtX* 



(Jaybni Prasad) 
Joint Secma/y(CNV) 






& 





Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Tel. No. 301 1357 
Fax No. 379 2285 
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TELEFAX MESSAGE 


f^7i M 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


ru^y 


. No.2241/JS (CNV)/2000 


June 28, 2000 


vY^Ok- 

jLk 


Dear Mr. Sengupta, 

This is in supersession of my message of June 27 in response to your letter 
No. JMCI/Meeting-proceedings (Follow up)/48/l 31 of June 19. 


2. The coordinates of our Ambassador in Tokyo are as follows: 

Shri Siddharth Singh 
Office Telephone (81-3) 326-55036 
Residence Phone (81-3) 320-22169 
Telefax (81-3)323-44866 

3. The address of the Embassy is as follows: 



Embassy of India 
2-2- 1 1 , Kudan Minami 
Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo- 1020074 
Japan 



Mr.P .K. Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
’B’ Block (3 rd Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street 
Calc’itta-700 087 
(Fax No.033-2 16-2765) 


W\V 




<y 

Yours sincerely. 




S' 




.'frA/fflij- U*+*ff yc *' 
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M . /1|6 . 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Kujuiry 

for inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 
Nctaji Sublias Chandra Uosc 
'B* Block (3rd floor) 

l I/A Mirza Glialib Street. Calcutta-700 087 


Phone i 

03 3 — 2 I 6 — 27G5/6 
033 - 216 - 2835 . 

Tax i 

033 - 216-2705 


No. JMCI /Meeting-Proceedings ( Follow up )/ 48/131 Calcutta, dated, the A?. *.9.§.ft.?.Q.9.° 


From* -Shri P.K. Sengupta*WbHJS(Retd. ) , 
Secretary 


To s Shri Jayant Prasad* 

Joint Secretary (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs* (South Block) 
Govt* of India* 

New Delhi-110 001* 


Sir* 

I 'am directed to reguest you to kindly furnish 
the name, address, telephone Bo. and Fax No. of the 
Indian Ambassador xu Japan as early as possible. 


Yours faithfully. 


( P 



<Hr~^ 

Sengupta ) 
Secretary ' . 






/~S 










r«t* >91 


Jay ant Prasad 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Tel.No. 301 1357 
Fax No. 379 2285 



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


TELEFAX MESSAGE 


% 



June 27, 2000 


tyly-deajjSlaflitir. 


of June 19 



/ tf 


T <****- 2-f- ^'Uam.c, a. 


your letter No.JMCl/Meeting-proceedings (Follow up)/48/l 3 1 


2. The coordinates of our Ambassador in Tokyo are as follows: 

Shri Siddharth Singh 
Office Telephone (81-3) 326-55036 
Residence Phone (81-3) 320-22169 
Telefax (81-3) 323-44866 

3. The address of the Embassy is as follows: 

Embassy of India 
2-2-1 1, Kudan Minami 
Chiyoda-ku 



Shri P.K. Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
-B’ Block (3 rd Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Calcutta-700 087. 



FAX Message 

One naee onlv( for Calcutta) 
Two pages for Hicomind London 


MOST IMMEDIATE 



June 14, 2000 


FM : Foreign New Delhi 


To : For PS to Shri P.K.Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of 


Inquiry, Calcutta (Fax : 033-21 6-2765) 

Repeated to: PS to High Commissioner, Hicomind London 

(Fax : 00-44-17 1 -836-433 1 or 836-3039) 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter Doc(FOR)/99-2000/56/124 
dated 12.6.2000 sent by speed post. Since Mr. Jayant Prasad is away on official 
meeting for the whole day today, I am writing to you to confirm that the letter 
addressed to our High Commissioner in London is being faxed right away for 
necessary action. 




P.N.Dogra 
PS to JS(CNV) 



I I/A Mirza Glialib Slrecl. Calculla-700 087 1 ^>) 6 


No. JMCI/. 


D»C(ra)/99-2000/56/l24 


1 00c 

Calcutta , c/a/* J, //i* 


June 12,2000 




Shri Jay ant Prasad, IAS 
Joint Secretary 
Ministry of External Affairs 
South Block, 


New Delhi-110 001. 


Dear Shri Prasad, 

I am directed to refer to your letter no. 25/4 s/NGO- 
Vol. V dated 24.5.2000 and to inform you that the Hon'ble 
Chairman will be in London from 20th to 22nd June 2000. I am 
enclosing a copy of the letter dated June 12, 2000 written by 
the Hon'ble Chairman to His Excellency the High Commissioner 
of India in U.K. Shri Nareshwar Dayal. The Hon'ble Chairman 
desires that the letter should be faxed to the High Commi- 
ssioner of Ihdia in U.K., but the fax of this office has no 
ISD connection and no telephone of this office has ISD connec- 
tion. 

I am, therefore, directed to request you to kindly fax 
the letter of the Hon'ble Chairman to the Hon'ble High Commi- 
ssioner of India in U.K.. We are, however, trying to fax the 
letter from some private fax on payment of usual charges. 

The Hon'ble High Commissioner of India in U.K. may also kindly 
be informed from your end of the aforesaid programme of the 
Hon'ble Chairman in London. 

With , 




(P.K.Sengupta) 

Secretary 


Enel: As above 


justice ‘Monoj 'Kumar KtuJfarjee 

Former Judse, Supreme Court of India 


■ ' GD 359, Salt Lake City (Sector III) Calcutta 700 091 337 8265 


d ,0 , No » jmci/dqc/for/99-2000/ 56/ 125 e June 12, 2000 


Dear ^ 




You are possibly aware that Government of India has 
appointed a One-Member Commission of Inquiry with me as Its 
Chairman to Inquire into all the facts and circumstances 
related to disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

One of the parties participating in the inquiry is 
headed by Sri Anil Mukherjee, Deputy Speaker of the West Bengal 
Legislative Assembly. He had, on his own, written a letter to the 
Deputy High Commissioner, British Deputy High Commission, Calcutta 
on March 1, 2000 asking, inter-alia, for certain declassified war 
records from the British Government regarding Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. In reply thereto. Press 8. Public Affairs Adviser of 
the British Deputy High Commission informed Sri Mukherjee that 
about 700 unpublished files are with the India Office Records, 
Oriental and India Office Collections, London and those files can 
be seen by researchers in that office only. A copy of the said 
letter has been forwarded to my office by Sri Mukherjee. 

As I will be in London from 20th to 22nd June, 2000 on 
a private visit I would like to avail of an opportunity of talking 
to you over the above matter. It will, therefore, be highly appre- 
ciated if you kindly make it convenient to fix a time for that 
purpose. While in London, I will be staying with my brother 
Sri Moloy Mukherjee at 81, Templars Avenue, Golders’ Green, London, 
NW 11 (Telephone no, 208-455-8650). 

VOlfiC re<^<^rdLo t 


Sri Nareshwar Dayal 
Hon’ble High Commissioner, 

High Commission of India in U.K. 


Yours sincerely, 




✓ 






<1 MjJb-f It* 
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>o<s Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087 


<, 3 

fill 


Phone: 

216 - 2765-68 & 216-2035 
Fax : 

216-2765 




No. JMCl/Meetlng/ 99-2000/ 48/ 107, 


Calcutta, dated, the 05.06,2000# 


From * Shri P.K. Sengupta, WBHJS (Retd,), 
Secretary 




Sir, 


Shri Jayant Prasad, IAS, 

Joint Secretary (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

New Delhi-110 001, 






CS 


As 

V 




't 

t, »•“ 




I have been directed to refer to your Z5.0 , 
letter No,25/4/NGO-Vol,V dated 24th May, 2000 and 
to state that the two files, viz., (a) No.c/551/5/- 
72-JP. Pt.III-Neta ji Enquiry Commission under the 
Chairmanship of Minister Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, 1956, 
and (b) KW to file No.C/551/5/72-JP Part-Ill Record 
of evidence tendered before Shah Nawaz Committee-1956 
may kindly be made over to Shri S,N, Singh, Section 
Officer of this Commission, stationed in New Delhi, 
who is hereby authorised to take delivery and carry 
- r, those two files physically with him by Air from 
a- \^>New Delhi to Calcutta for perusal of those two files 
by the Commission at its Calcutta office. 

f yfc As regards nine *Top Secret' files mentioned 

in your letter under reference and your letter dated 
01.03,2000, I am directed to say that the decision 
of the Commission in this regard will be communicated 
to you in due course. 



Yours 


Qy 


(P. K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


No , JMCl/Meetinq/ 99-2000/ 48/107 ( 1 ) 


Dated : 05.06.2000, 


A 


Copy forwarded for information and favour of taking 
necessary action to Shri S.N. Singh, Section Officer, 
c/o. V.p. Bhatia, Under Secretary to the Government of 
India, Ministry of Home Affairs, North Block, 

New Delhi-110 001 o 


( P . K , Sengupta ) 
Secretary 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087 

Nrfrf 

f Jttder P f> f Posting 


Phone: 

216 - 2765-68 & 216-2835 

Fax : 

216-2765 


No. JMCI/ Heeting/99-2000/48/100 


Calcutta, dated, the 3 0 « 0 5 , 2 0 00 , 


Prom * Shri P.K. Sengupta, WBHJS (Retd,), 
Secretary 

To * Shrl Jayant Prasad, IAS, 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
south Block, 

Government of India, 

New Delhi-110 001. 




S i r, ^ 

I am directed /tro refer to your letter 
No ,25/ 4/NGO-Vol , (V) dated May 20, 2000 and to 

i 

state that the Commission has been pleased to 
grant extension of time upto 22.06.2000 for 
compliance with the relevant orders/directions 
contained in its proceedings dated 23,03,2000, 
which concern the Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India. 

Yours faithfully-.^ 

(P. K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


NO . JMCl/Meetinq/ 99-2000/ 48/lj0( 1) Dated : 30.05.2000. 

Copy forwarded for information and favour of taking 
necessary action to Shri A.k\ Paltandy, Director (IS-I), 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, North 
Block, New Delhi-110 001. 




(P. K . \sengupta ) 
Secretary 



JAYANT PRASAD 
JOINT SECRETARY(CNV) 



*TKcf 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

New Delhi the 19 


No. 25/4/NGO-(Vol.-V). 


June 2, 2000. 





am writing thfs 'with reference to your D.O. letter 
No. JMCI/Meeting/99-2000/48/98(7) dated 29.05.2000 regarding the 
submission of documents/files related to alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chander Bose, in compliahce of the orders/directions 
contained in the proceedings dated 23.03.2000 of Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry. 


2. Our reply on the subject has already been sent to you vide my 

letter of even number dated 24.05.2000. It seems that our letters might have 
crossed each other in transit. We are keen to be apprised about your option 
with reference to the suggestions contained in our letter to enable us to take 


suitable action as per your advice. 

Lm^Wa 







ours sincerely, 



Shri P.K. Sengupta, WBHJS(Retd.), 
Secretary, 

Justice Mukherji Commission of inquiry, 
‘B’ Block, (3 rd Floor), 

11 /A, Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Calcutta - 700 087. 




JAYANT PRASAD 
JOINT SECRETARY(CNV) 


No. 25/4/NGO-Vol V June 1 , 2000. 


I am writing this with reference to your D O. letter No. 
JMCI/Meeting/99-2000/48/98(7) dated 29.05.2000 regarding the submission 
of documents/files related to alleged disapperance of Netaji Subhas Chander 
Bose, in compliance of the orders/directions contained in the proceedings 
dated 23.03.2000 of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. 


Our reply on the subject has already been sent to you vide my 



Shri P.K.Sengupta, WBHJS(Retd.), 
Secretary, 

Justice Mukherji Commission of Inquiry, 
‘B’ Block, (3 rd Floor), 

11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Calcutta - 700 087. 

(Fax No. 033 -216 2765) 
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\ ^ =< Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

^ For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

1 17 ‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

. .. 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087 

u*# 

No. JMCI/ Meet i n 9/99-2000/48/98( 7 ) 



BY SPEED POST 

Phone: 

216 - 2765-68 8 . 216-2835 

Fax : 

216-2765 


Calcutta, dated, the 


29.05.2000. 




From : Shri P.K. Sengupta, 
Secretary 


WBHJS (Retd,), 


To x Shri Jayant Prasad, 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, 

Mew Delhi 110 001. 



: Compliance of the orders/directions 
contained in the proceedings dated 
23 o 03 o 2000 of Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry. 



I have been directed to send herewith a copy of 
the proceedings dated 23.03.2000 of the Commission, a 
copy of which appears to have been already sent to you 
by Shri A.K. Paitandy, Director (IS-I), Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Government of India, with his D.O. No 0 l/12014/- 
1 3/ 2000— IS (D* III ) dated 11th April, 2000 and to request 
you for immediate compliance with those orders/directions 
which concern your Ministry/Department/Organisation. 

Yours f aithfully*i5^ 

(P. K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


No . JMCl/Meeting/99-2000/48/98( 7 )/l 


Dated j 29.05.2000. 


Copy forwarded for information and favour of taking 
necessary action to Ms, Sangeeta Gairala, IAS, Joint 
Secretary (Internal Security ) .Ministry of Home Affairs, 
North Block, New Delhi-110 001 . 


(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

To inquire into the alleged disappearance of 

Netdjl Subhas Chandra Bose 

Proceeding dated 23rd March, 2000. 

Present - Hon'ble Justice M.K. Mukherjee, 
Chairman. 

After examining the statements filed by the 
parties and after hearing them and/or their 
representatives regarding the modalities of the_ 
proceeding, the Commission makes the- following 
Orders/Directions :~ 

(a) The Government of India shall produce 
before the Commission, within six weeks 
from the date of communication of these 
Orders/Directions, the following :- 

(i) All files relating to Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose and/or I.N.A. in the 
Prime Minister's Secretariat 
including the following Secret 
files 

1A, 2 -A, 3-A, 6-A, 8-A, 12-A, 16-A (U.O. Note 
No, D/s-86 6, dated August 24, 1953, from P.M.'s 
Secretariat to Mohd, Yunus, MEA (SEA, BR), 17-A 
(U.O. Note No, D.3788-8EA/53, dated August 27, 1953, 
from Mohd, Yunus US, MEA (SEA) to P.M.'s Secretariat, 
2 7 -A, (Memo No. 2/53/1971/3/601 151) dated 
October 13, 1953, from Mohd, Yunus US, MEA (SEA) to 
P.M.'s Secretariat, 33-B (Letter No, 20/62 (Accts.) 
dated April 82 (sic), 1954, from the Joint Secretary, 
I.N.A. (Enquiry and Relief Committee, 82, Daryaganj, 
Delhi to the President, 34 A (Rajya Sabha's Starred 
question No. 60 dated Sept, 28, 1954), 35-B (Note 
for Supplementaries) 37-A (Lok Sabha Starred Question 
No, 334 dated August 2, 1955) 37-BCD (enclosures to 
S. No. 37-A) and Notes 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19, 

23, 24, 25, 26 and 29 File No. 23 (156)/ 51-P.M. 
(Indian National Army) (INA) in the Far East), 

23 (11) -56-57 PM (INA Treasure), 12(226)/56 PM 
(Investigation into the circumstances leading to the 
death of Subhas' Chandra Bose); 249 INA-GHQ Case 
Bose and Russia, 249-INA- IX(H) GHQ Case on Subhas 
Chandra Bose, Headquarters main file 279/ 1 INA 
10 Misc., Headquarters main file 273 INA (Misc, INA) 
Headquarters main file 273/lNA, Headquarters Main 
file 273— INA , 1 38— INA and 265 INA; 10 Misc. , INA; 

contd, . ,P,2, 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

To inquire into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

(ii) File No o 16/ 3/45-Poll o (i) containing Secret 
Report dated 19,09,45 by R, Tottenham, Secrdtary 
prepared for Home Department; file No.75/lNA 
containing intelligence report prepared by Major 
Toye, comd, S. Section CSDlC(i) dated .20.10,45; 

F, No, 8/ 18/46-poll . (i) containing question no, 28 

of Hon'ble Yuvaraj Dutta Singh in the Council of 
State and the answer given; file No 0 8/15/46-Poll. 

(i) relating to question No.14 dated 6,11,46 of’ 
Yuvaraj Dutta Singh; File No 0 8/2/47 - Poll, 

(i) relating to Yuvaraj Dutta Singh's questions 
placed in the list of business for' the Council of 
State on 17.2.47; 

( iii ) Report bearing Secret No. 1400/23/SE. CSDIC. 
Red Fort, Delhi dated 25th March, 1946, Netaji's 
letter Bo Jacob Malik, Soviet Ambassador, Tokyo 
dated 20.11.1944, Netaji's broadcast at 21,15 hrs, 
to 21.25 hrs.. Special Message on 18 0 8.45; Confi- 
dential letter dated 23,5.46 from American Consulate 
Guard, Bombay dated 23,5,46 to the Secretary of 
State, Washington D.C., A-175(a de-classified C.I.A, 
document (original stated to be in the Archives of 
Princeton University); a de-classified C.I.A, 
document dated 27 0 2, 64 relating to a story concerning 
the possible return of one Subhas (Subas) Chandra 
Bose; API news agency's report attached to intelli- 
gence report for the Home Department dated 21.12.45; 
Secret No. ll/lNC/45 dated 16.1.46 from the 

Dy, Inspector Genl. of Police, CIS, Bombay Province, 
Sivajinagar, Pune-5; Lt, Col, Anderson's confidential 
letter No. MS/5/5, CSDIC Red Fort Delhi dated 21,1,46 
referring to a portion of Major Toye's report ^ 
dt. 15.1.46; Daily INA Report No, 56 dated 5.2,46 
prepared by W.N.P. Jenkins, Dy, Director (C) of 
Intelligence Bureau (Home Dept.); W. Mckwright's 
letter No, C-5 dated 19.2.46 to Intelligence Bureau, 
H.D., New Delhi-3; Major Yong's Top Secret letter 
No.SL/9/CS/l dated 1.8.46 to W.C.K. Wright; 

Pt. Nehru's letter to Mr. Atlee, the then Prime 

Minister of U.K. during 45 to 47 relating to Subhas 

i-r.J. H 

Chandra Bose; Khurshed Naoroji's letter dt. 27.7.46 
to Louis Fischer* secret correspondence between 


contd. . .p.3 
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Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 


Mckwright and Major .Young dt, April 8, 1946 relating 
to receipt of a letter by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
from Subhas Ch» Bose regarding his stay in Russia; 
and correspondences between Louis Fischer and Gandhi ji, 
Louis .Fischer and Khurshed Naoroji, Loub Fischer and 
the President of USA, Louis Fischer and the Prime 
Minister of UK and other political leaders of U.K. 
in relation to Netaji and India's independence, 

Louis Fischer to Stalin; 

(iv) The entire proceedings (including the. evidence 

recorded) of Shaw Nawaz Committee and Khosla Commission 

- held — 

which had/ earlier enquiries into the disappearance of 

Netaji Subha s~~Ch a nd r a Bose; 

(v) The full texts of the Transfer of Power, 

Volumes VI & VII; 

(b) Besides filing the above files/ records/ 
documents, the Government of India shall 
file Affidavits of competent persons of 
the related Ministries giving lists of 
all other files/records/documents, irres- 
pective of whether they are Top Secret, 
Classified or De-classified, (except the 
990 files transferred by the History Divn, , 
Ministry of Defence to the National 
Archives, Delhi, a list of which* has 
already been furnished to the Commission) 
lying in their respective custody or 
control relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose and/or Indian National Army; 

(c) The Government of West Bengal shall produce 
all the files relating to Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose now lying in the custody of 
the Special Branch, including file 
No, 269/45 "Prisoner/Releqse-Revised Policy 
of Govt,, for the release of security 
prisoners" containing Memo No,SS 129/ss 
dated 31st August, 1945 from the 
Commissioner of Police, Calcutta to H.S.E, 
Stevens, the then Chief Secretary, Govt, 

of Bengal, express letter No, 1234 dated 
25,8,45 of Bengal Govt, and Confidential 
Note dated 3,9,45 of D.R , Hardwick, 

D.I.G, I.B.; 


contd. . ,P.4-_ 


Justice MukHERjee Commission of Inquiry 
To inquire into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

(d) Since, from the statement filed on behalf 
of All India Forward Bloc it appears that 
Dr, (Mrs,.) Purabi Roy of Asiatic Society 
has done along with some others an extensive 
research work in Russia including on Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose and has submitted their 
report to the Society^ 'the Commission would 
like to have an affidavit filed by Mrs,, Purabi 
Roy indicating the particulars of the 
documents which might have come to her notice 
in course of her research and considered by 
- her to be relevant for the purpose of the 
enquiry by this Commission^as early as 
possible preferably within six weeks from 
the communication of these Orders/Directions,, 

The General Secretary of the said 
Society is also requested to forward to the 
Commission the aforesaid report along with 

"V 

its enclosures within the period prescribed 
as above o 

(e) After the files are produced and/or particulars 
furnished by the Central Government in terms 

of the above orders/directions, a research 
team 'will be constituted to peruse those 
files and submit its report about the relevant 
contents thereof. The parties may suggest 
names of competent persons, preferably 
stationed in Delhi, who may be included In 
the team to be so constituted; and 

(f) Having regard to the facts that the evidence 
of Major G, Baskaran, who in his statement 
has claimed that he worked as Confidential 
Secretary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose at 
the material time, will be relevant for the 
enquiry and that he is aged 82 years, has 
lost his vision and is seriously ailing, 
immediate steps be taken to record his 
statement at his residence at No, 9, Royal 
Enclave, Bas£t Avenue, Chennai notwithstanding 
the fact that the evidence, if any, to be 
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Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 



produced by the Central Government Is 
yet to be recorded. 

The Secretary of the Commission is directed 
to take immediate steps for compliance with the 
above Order/Directions 0 

sJL- 

. (M.K. Mukherje^) 

Chairman 


■V . 



Justice Mukherjee Commission 


Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 


V}.aVo 

JIRY 1 \ * S Cv$ 


For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 


1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087 


Netaji Subilas Chandra Bose. 
‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 


Phone: 

216-2765-68 & 216-2B3S 

Fax : 

216-2765 


No. JMCI/ Meeting/48/96 



Calcutta, dated, the 23,05.2000. 


From : Shri P.K. Sengupta, WBHJS (Retd.), 
Secretary 

To : Shri Jayant Prasad, IAS, 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi-110 001. 


Sir, 



I have been directed to request you to 


kindly send by FAX the following information r- 


1) The name of the present Indian 
High Commissioner in U.K,? 

2) His FAX No. 

3) Whether he will be available in U.K. 
during the period from 20th June, 
2000 to 30th June, 2000. Hon»ble 
Chairman may k like to contact him 
in London during that 




( P * K . Sengupta ) 
Secretary 





> | ^ X*V >] 

p^ci >c<T 


A.K. P AIT ANDY 
DIRECTOR(IS-I) 

TeIc.No.303 2478 


MOST IMMEDIATE/TIME BOUND 

DO No.TTl277T47T37T0ClTriFTD.TTlT 

, c$f\ vjV^. 0 *t^ n’rm 

HTTcf R7TR 

qM «"TPF, qf 1 0001 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
NORTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI-110001 

Dated, the 23 rd May, 2000. 



De ar _<V 

f 

Kindly refer to my DO letter of even number dated 
9.5.2000 followed by reminder dated 17.5.2000 regarding 
retrieving and making available to Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry the record of proceedings of Shah Nawaj 
Committee, 1956. 


V* 


2. I shall be grateful to be informed of the action taken in the 
matter urgently. A copy of this letter is being enclosed to the 
Secretary of the Commission. 


TrWlT' 




■T 

Shri Jayant Prasad, 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 

— Ministry of External Affairs, 

South Block, 

6 New Delhi. 

(jo \ / 


/ ' 


Yours sincerely, 

V i ( 

1 » . S' . . • 

(A^K. PAITANDY) 


Secret 


Jayant Prasad 
Joint Secretary(CNV) 

Tel:30 1 - 1 357 & Fax: 379-2285 

No-25/4/NGO-Vol.V 


Dear Shri Sengupta, ■ 

This is further to our 
material for the use of the Justice Mukherji Commission on the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, including your letter 
No.JMCI/Meeting/48/86 of May 19, 2000 received here by speed post. 

2. We are glad to inform you that on scrutiny of the old records in the East 
Asia Division of the Ministry we have been able to locate the following two files 
on the Netaji Enquiry Commission, 1956: 

a) No.C/551/5/72-JP Part III - Netaji Enquiry Commission under the 
chairmanship of Minister Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, 1956. 

b) KW to file No.C/551/5/72-JP Part-Ill Record of evidence tendered 
before Shah Nawaz Committee- 1956. 

3. Both these files, as also the attached KW folder, are classified 
“secret”. It will be inadvisable to take the risk of sending these files, as also the 9 
top secret files mentioned in our letter of March 1, 2000 by post or courier from 
New Delhi to Calcutta because we cannot take even the slightest risk of their loss 
in transit. Some of the documentation contained in the files are of immense 
historical value and will form part of our national treasures in the National 
Archives of Incjia as and when they are transferred there. 

4. There are, therefore, two clear alternatives available for the 
Commission to examine the documentation contained in the files. The 
Commission could examine the files, in-situ, in the Ministry of External Affairs or 
the Ministry of Home Affairs in New Delhi during the sittings that it may chose to 
hold in this city. Alternatively, a designated official of the Commission could 
come to Delhi expressly for the purpose of physically carrying these secret and top 
secret documents in his personal custody and taking them with him to Calcutta for 
the perusal of the Commission. This will ensure that the secret and top secret files 
are taken from here in conformance with government instructions on the subject. 


• MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 

ry\ ) 

May 24, 2000 



on-going correspondence regarding relevant 


5. We look forward to hearing from you about the option exercised by the 

Commission in order to take further action in this regard. 



6. As for. volumes 6 & 7 of the Transfer of Power series, the publication 

should ordinarily be available in the libraries of both Calcutta and Jadavpur 
University as also in the National Library at Calcutta. The publications could also 
be. ordered through a reputed bookseller since Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, 
London have good distribution channels for the sale of its publications in India. 
By some chance, if these publications are not accessible to the Commission at 
Calcutta, do please inform us to enable us to send you the volumes kept in MEA 
Library on a loan basis, to be returned to the Library after their use. There may be 
few pages in the two volumes of direct relevance to the Commission and 
photocopy of the entire thick volumes running to over 1000 pages may not be 
advisable. ' UKW , 

Yours sincerely, 


Shri P.K.Sengupta, WBHJS(Retd-) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherji Commission of Inquiry 
Calcutta. 



% 


Cc to Shri A.K. Paitandy, Director (IS-1), Ministry of Home Affairs, New 

Delhi. 




Jay ant Prasad 

Joint Secretary(CNV) 

Tel:301-1357 & Fax: 379-2285 



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


No.25/4/NGO-Vol.V 

A 


May 24, 2000 


Dear Shri Sengupta, 

Apropos your fax of today, the information requested is as follows: 

1 . Shri Nareshwar Dayal 

2. Fax No. (00-44-171)836-433 1 & 836-3039. 

3. As per current information our High Commissioner is expected 
to be in the UK between 20-30 June, 2000. 


2. You may however like to ascertain our High Commissioner’s programme 
closer to the date of travel of Hon’ble Chairman. 




Shri P.K.Sengupta, WBHJS(Retd.) 
Secretary ~ 

Justice Mukheiji Commission of Inquiry 
Calcutta. 


Yours sincerely, 





Jay ant Prasad 

Joint Secretary(CNV) 

Tel:301-1357 & Fax: 379-2285 


By Read. Post 


^ f^=TT 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 




No.25/4/NGO-Vol.V 


May 20, 2000 


Dear Shri Sengupta, 


Apropos our on-going correspondence regarding retrieval and provision 
of material for Justice Mukherji Commission on the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, this is to convey that while the MBA is taking the 
required steps in the matter, on which we have separate correspondence with you, 
we would like to seek more time to retrieve additional relevant material, over and 
above what we have been able to locate already (details of which have been 
separately conveyed to you). 


2. We shall, therefore, be most grateful for a line in confirmation from 

your side that the extension of time for a further period of two weeks can be 


provided. 


<0 Yours sincerely, 


/ Shri P.K. Sengupta, WBI IJS(Retd.) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherji Commission of Inquiry 
Calcutta. 



nr 


CC to Shri A.K.Paitandy, Director(lS-I), Ministry of Home 


Affairs, New 



Delhi. 



so Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

I ust i i in\y lurn -rue A i I CP en HlPADDCADAMfC HF 


For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 


Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087 



Phone: 

216 - 2765-68 & 216-2835 


Fax : 
216-2765 


BYSPI 




'EED POST 


No. JMCI/ Meeting/48/86 


Calcutta, dated, the 19 • 0 5 „ 2000 • 




From t Shri P.K. Sengupta, WBHJS (Retd.), 
Secretary 

To i Shri Jayant Prosad, IAS, 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

South Block, 

Government of India, 

New Delhi-110 001. 


Sir, 


I am directed to refer to your D. 0.25/ 4/ 


NGO— Vol • 5 dated March 1, 2000 and D.O. of even No, 
dated 19th April, 2000, both addressed to me and 
to request you to kindly send immediately to the 
Commission in Calcutta phrfto; copies of the 9 (nine) 
Top Secret files as per list enclosed to your 
aforesaid D.O. dated March 1, 2000, as also a 
photo Ccopy of each of the Volumes VI and VII of 
the Transfer of Power Series brought out by his 
Majesty’s Stationery Office, London and available 
at the M.E.A. Library as stated in your aforesaid 
D.O. dated 19th April, 2000. 





Yours faithfully 



( P . K . Sengupta ) 
Secretary 
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D.O.No. 




A . K . PAITANDY 
DIRECTOR (IS. I) 
TEL. NO. 3012478 
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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
NORTH BLOCK. NEW DELHI-110001 


Dated the 17th May, 2000. 


Dear Shri Prasad, 

Kindly refer to my d.o. letter of even number dated 

the 9th May, 2000 regarding retrieving and making available 
to Justice Mukherjee Commission on alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, inter-alia the record of 

proceedings of Shah Nawaj Committee, 1956. As the time 
limit for producing the said records would be expiring on 

20th of this month, I am sure the MEA must have taken 

necessary steps to meet the deadline, including seeking 
extension from the Commission. 


2. I shall be grateful if you could look into the 
matter personally on Topprior i basis and do the needful 
urgently under intimation to this Ministry. 




/ 


Sh. Jayant Prasad, 

Joint Secretary (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
South B 1 ock , 

NEW DELHI. 



Yours 


sincerely, 



7- r- I 

K. PAITANDY) 


N« e \ )<?«'- P 

Ministry or External Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 



Hr 


Reference note received from NGO Section forwarding MHA’s 
D.O. letter no.I/12014/13/2000-IS(D.III) dated 9 ,h May regarding 
proceedings of Shah Nawaj Committee, 1956 and Khosla Commission, 
1974. Two files (nos.C/551/5/72-JP Pt III and C/55 1/1 4/90-JP) in JK 
Registry pertaining to the above-mentioned Committees are placed 
below. These may be forwarded to MELA for the use of the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. 


2. We may request NGO Section/MHA to return the files to JK 
Registry after completion of the inquiry. 
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No.4007/NGO/2000 
Ministry of External Affairs 
NGO Section 


Reference F.R. placed below (DO No.I/1 20 1 4/1 3/2000-IS 
(D.III) dated 9 th May, 2000) received from Shri A.K. Paitandy, 
Director (IS-I), MHA regarding proceedings of Shah Nawaj 
Committee, 1956 and Khosla Commission, 1974. 


As desired by JS(CNV) a photocopy of the FR has been made 
and kept in NGO and the original letter is being sent to EA Division. 


Submitted please. 



S.Q^GO) 

JS(CNV) 


JS(EA) 



c* I// ir*'* 


(l A 


IV V 

I ( vST V T ^ 


V. * . . . , . ‘ ^ 1/9 I ( 


* AJcrwX-i ^ 4 ihTcA v^ 

#^^apA, c 7r e ^- i 

Mfyr Us^i 


0 

K. 


-1 


% « v iwH 

rW m tr'T'iru'si 

. 1 t^7V"-U 



C<W 




V (u~ . - 






*S>* ^ 


DO No. 1/12014/1 3/2000-IS(D.III) 

MOST IMMEDIATE/TIME BOUND 
«T^!l 

*rmr *nnrr 

?rm stpt, 10001 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
NORTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI-110001 

Dated the 9th May, 2000 



A.K. PAITANDY 
DIRECTOR (IS- I) 

Tele No . 30 1 2478 
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Dear 

Kindly refer to your DO letter 

No . 2 5 / 4 /NGO ( Vo 1 . V ) dated 3-5-2000 regarding 

proceedings of Shah Nawaj Committee, 1956 and Khosla 
Commission , 1 974 , which are to be produced by the 
Government before Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry by 20-5-2000. 

2. The proceedings or any other records 
pertaining to the Shah Nawaj Committee are not 
available in this Ministry. This is so because that 
Committee was set up by the MEA only. To emphasise 
this point, your kind attention is invited to the 
underiined portions of the following Annexures to this 
letter:- 

(a) Annexure-I : Relevant extract from 

' In troduction * of Shah Nawaj Committee's 
repor t . 

(b) Anne x ure- I I : Extracts from Lok Sabha 

Debates dated 3-12-1955 as mentioned in 
the ’Introduction’ of the Shah Nawaj 
Committee Report. 

You will appreciate that in Annexure-I the 
Committee has thanked the Ministries of Defence, 
External Affairs and the Intelligence Bureau of MHA 
and not the MHA( proper ) . Further, as per Annexure-II, 
it will be seen that the then PM has made a statement 
in the Lok Sabha in his capacity as the Prime Minister 
and the Minister for External Affairs and not as PM 
only. Moreover, we have also checked up MHA 1 s Annual 
Reports for 1955-56; 1956-57 and I 9 3 7 - 5 S and have not 

come across any reference about any Committee set up 
to enquire into Netaji's disappearance. Had MHA set 
up any such Committee, a mention of the same would 
have been made in these reports, particularly the 
Report for 1956-57. 

3. The above reasons as also the reason of non- 
availability of any records in MHA are clearly 
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indicative of the fact that the Shah Nawaj Committee 
was set up and administered by the Ministry of 
External Affairs only and not by the Ministry of Home 
Affairs. Incidentally, it may may also be mentioned 
that there has been no such Section/Branch called FEA 
i n MHA j \ t L b , 

4. In the foregoing circums tances , I will request 
you to kindly look into the matter again so as to 
ensure that the relevant records of proceedings of the 
Shah Nawaj Committee are retrieved and made available 
to the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry well 
before 20-5-2000 as that is the time limit for 
compliance with the Commission's directions dated 2 3- 
3-2000. A copy of this letter is being endorsed to 
the Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry, Calcutta, for their information. 




Your^\ sincerely , 



Shri Jayant Prasad, 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block 
New Delhi 


recovered- To bring out the above picture, it was decided ibat 
1 r ^' Report should deal with the following points: 

(1) Last plans of Nelaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

(2) Air crash at Taihoku (Formosa) 

(3) Death of Nelaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

(4) Cremation of Netaji’s body 

(5) Netaji's ashes 

(6) Treasure 

i-Lch point is dealt with in a self-contained chapter. The conciu- 
.ons of the Chairman and the other member who has signed the 
Report are also given in each chapter. In a final chapter (7), a 
.*-,gestion has been made that Netaji's ashes should be brought to 

with due honour. The Report is in two parts: 

Part A — Report (with three annexures): 

Annexure I — Copies of relevant papers. 

Annexure II— Photographs. 

Annexure Hl-^Sketches and plans. 

Part B — Evidence of witnesses (with photographs of some 
.. 4. nesses). 

7. A large number of witnesses were examined in Japan. Trac- 
ing the witnesses and securing their attendance would not have 
Lcen possible without the ever-ready help and co-operation of the 
i-panese Foreign Office (Gaimusho). H.E. Mr. Shigemitsu, 
Weign Minister of Japan, who had held the same position in 
* :uji's time, extended to the Committee every courtesy and con* 

. -ration. The Committee wishes to thank the Government of 
^n, Mr. Shigemitsu, and the staff of the Japanese Foreign Office, 
i sincerely for their help and kindness. The Indian Embassy 
Tokyo also were very helpful. In particular, the Committee 
.. pleasure in recording appreciation of the services of Mr. J, Reh- 

n who was attached to the Committee throughout their stay 

.n Japan. Assistance was also received Trom the Indian Missions 
-I Bangkok and Saigon. The Committee wishes to thank the 
’.Imistries of Defence, External Affairs, mid the I nte lligence Bureau 
ti l the Home Ministry for lending secret Intelligenc e Reports. 
Shri R. Dayai, who was attached to the Chairman of the Commute*- 
P.A , worked very hard from the very beginning to the end, and 

satisfaction all round. And finally, the Committee wishes to 
.ink, with all sincerity, the Government of India, for making 
.. arrangements for the work of the Committee, at home and 
«.nroao, and the opportunity given to them to make a first-hand 
tudy of an important chapter in the history of our times. 
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CHAPTER I 

- * \ 

LAST PLANS OF NETAJ1 SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 

4 ,* 

The terms of reference of the Committee are: 

“To enquire into and to report to the Government of India on the 
circumstances concerning the departure of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose from Bangkok about the 16th August 1945, his alleged death as 
a result of an aircraft accident , and subsequent developments connect - 
ed therewith” 

2. We have been asked to write the last page which had up to now 
remained blank; but to do so, it is necessary to know a little of the 
background of the first and intermediate pages. Early in 1942, the 
Japanese armies overran large parts of South-East Asia, which had 
been under colonial domination by European powers, and in so doing, 
they released a great impetus to nationalism. There were three 
million Indians in South-East Asia who took. a leading part in this 
movement. They formed the Indian Independence League under 
Mr. Rash Behari Bose. Singapore fell on 15th February 1942, and the 
large British Indian Army stationed there surrendered. Out of this 
was formed the first Indian National Army under General Mohan 
Singh. This Movement, nowevcr, was without a real leader of suffi- 
cient political stature. From the very start, the movement was wait- 
ing lor Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, who was then in Europe, hav- 
ing escaped from detention in India in 1941. After a long and perilous 
journey by submarine, Netaji arrived in South-East Asia, and took 
charge of the Indian Independence Movement on the 4th of July 
1943. Soon after, he assumed supreme command of the Indian 
National Army. Addressing a review of the Indian National Army 
at Singapore on 5th July, he first uttered his famous battle-cry, 
‘CL1ALO DELHI! 1 ‘DELHI CHALO!' On the 21st October 1943, the 
Provisional Government of Azad Hind was formed. There was great 
enthusiasm and men and money poured in. The Japanese Army had 
overrun Burma and was poised for the invasion of India through 
Assam. Troops of the Indian National Army were sent to the front, 
and they took a gallant part in the fighting around Imphal and 
Kohima. Netaji toured all over East Asia, and visited Japan more 
lhan once. Although belonging* to a subject nation, and dependent 
on Japan for keeping Ins army in the field, he left an indelible im- 
pression of bis personality on all those who came in contact with 
him. Even today, his m.me is a household word in South-East Asia 
and Japan Between his arrival in Singapore in July 1943, and his 
■dcpavinre from Bangkok in August 1945, barely two years passed. 
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Oral Answers 


Oral Answers 


3 DECEMBER 1955 


Oral Answers 


Shrl Jawaharlal Nehru: If I may 

read the second sentence of my answer, it 
says: 


“The Japanese Government have been 
consulted, and they have promised 
us full co-operation in the en- 
quiry.” 


rmo ^ ttttt % 

ferrY *r^rrf | f% ^tr-hY ^ rY 
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Caustic Soda and Soda Ash 


Shrl Ramath: Will that be an Indo- 
Japanese Commission of Enquiry or what ? 


Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: I do not 

know about it. This raises matters of proce- 
dure. The point is that they are fully co- 
operating in this. 
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*433. Shrl T. B. Vittal Rao : 
Will the Minister of Commerce and 
Industry be pleased to refer to the reply 
given to unstarred question No. 317 on 
the 15th September, 1955 in the Rajya 
Sabha and sta e at what stage the nego- 
tiations with China for the import of a 
Caustic Soda and Soda Ash stand at 
present ? 


The Minister of Commerce (Shrl 
Karmarkar ) : We arc importing 5,000 
tons of Soda Ash from China during the 
current half year. The Chinese Govern- 
ment did not make any firm offer for the 
supply of Caustic Soda. 


Shri T. B. Vittal I^ao • How does 
the price of these 5000 tons of Soda Ash, 
which ia being imported from China, 
compare with that imported from other 
countries ? 


Mr. Deputy-Speaker : What percen- 
tage does it bear to the en'ire import? 


Shrl Karmarkar : It is about half; 
the total requirements have been estimated 
at jo.ooo tons «nd it Is, 5,000 tons. 


Shrl T. B. Vittal Rao : My questic*' 
is how does the price compare with tbt 
price of the imported Soda Ash from other 
countries. 


Shrl Karmarkar : The prices are 
about the same, £17 per ton. 
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434 - Shri S. C. Samanta : Will 
the Minister of Production be pleased 
to state : 


Steri S. C. Samanta : 
^whether private producers i 
EX meeting in Delhi rece. 

•phat were their reactions ab 
xjKOduction of India? 

- :• Shrl K. C. Reddy : 5 

,,‘cussions have taken place » 
Optatives of the local inoust 


(a) how the target of 6om. tons of 
coal at the end of the Second Five Year 
Plan has been worked out; 


(b) the quantity allocated 
private sector; 


"Oissions nave laivw. - 
^ieptatives of the local inoust 
ge it may be said that they 
with the proposals th 
rpy Government. At one si J 
■ that they wanted to produc 
' -rivate sector. Ultimately 
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(c) the production per year 
present from the State collieries; 


(d) the improvements made or en- 


visaged ih the existing State collieries; 


(e) whether any washeries 1 have 
been established for Stare collieries 
to improve the quality of coal; and 


Shri S. C. Samanta 
/If this 60 million tons of c< 
per year can be decreas 
^Washeries are established ir 
l r to, what steps have Go 
h establish washeries by 
r the private sector? 




(f) the number of new collieries which 
are expected to be established in the 
near future both in the private and pub- 
lic sectors ? 


The Minister of Production (Shrt 
K. C. Reddy ): (a) The target has 
been worked out taldng into account the 
coal requirements of the Railways, of the 
existing industries, the expansion schemes 
of existing industries under consideration 
and the new industries likely to be set up 
during the Second Five Year Plan period* 


(b) About eight million tons per annuxo 
over and above the present 
in that sector. 


(c) About 3 million tons in Central 
} 'collieries. Production: . ia 
collieries owned mainly by 
State is about .1*5 million 
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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
NORTH BLOCK. NEW DELHI-110001 

Dated the 9th May, 2000 



A.K. PAITANDY 
DIRECTOR (IS- I) 

Tele No. 301 2478 
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Dear » 

Kindly refer to' your DO letter 

No . 2 5 / 4 / NGO( Vo 1 .V) dated 3-5-2000 regarding 

proceedings of Shah Nawaj Committee, 1956 and Khosla 
Commiss ion , I 974 , which are to be produced by the 
Government before Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry by 20-5-2000. 

2. The proceedings or any other records 
pertaining to the Shah Nawaj Committee are not 
available in this Ministry 1 . This is so because that 
Committee was set up by the MEA only. To emphasise 
this point, your kind attention is invited to the 
underlined portions of the following Annexures to this 
letter:- 

(a) Annexure-I: Relevant extract from 

'Introduction 1 of Shah Nawaj Committee’s 
report . 

(b) Annexure- 1 1 : Extracts from Lok Sabha 

Debates dated 3-12-1955 as mentioned in 

^7 the 'Introduction' of the Shah Nawaj 

Committee Report. 

You will appreciate that in “ Annexure-I the 
Committee has thanked the Ministries of Defence, 
External' Affairs and the Intelligence Bureau oj^ MHA 
and not the MHA(proper). Further, as per Annexure-I I, 
it will be seen that the then PM has made a statement 
in the JLok Sabha in his capacity as the Prime Minister 
and the Minister for External Affairs and not as PM 
only. Moreover, we have also checked up MHA ' s Annual 
Reports for 1955-56; 1956-57 and 1957-58 and have not 

come across any reference about any Committee set up 
to enquire into Netaji’s disappearance. Had MHA set 
up any such Committee, a mention of the same would 
have been made in these reports, particularly the 
Report for 1956-57. 

3. The above reasons as also the reason of non- 
availability of any records in MHA are clearly 




Contd . . . 2/ - 


indicative of the fact that the, Shah Nawaj Committee 
was set up and administered by the Ministry of 
External Affairs only and not by the Ministry of Home 
Affairs. Incidentally, it may may also- be mentioned 
that there has been no such Section/Branch called FEA 
in MHA t •> , ' 

i 

4. In the foregoing circumstances, I will request 
you to kindly look into the' matter again so as to 
ensure that the relevant records of proceedings of the 
Shah Nawaj Committee are retrieved and made available 
to the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry well 
before 20-5-2000 as that is the time limit for 
compliance with the Commission's directions dated 2 3- 
3-2000. A copy of this letter is being endorsed to 
the Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry, Calcutta, for their information. 



t 



Shri Jay ant Prasad, 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Sou th Block 
New Delhi 




1 cc overed. To bring out the above picture, it was decided that 
ir.u Report should deal with the following points: 

(1) Last plans of Nelaji Subha s Chandra Bose 

(2) Air crash at Taihoku (Formosa) 

(3) Death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

(4) Cremation of Netaji’s body 

(5) Netaji's ashes 

(6) Treasure 

i^ch point is dealt with in a self-contained chapter. The conciu- 
.ons of the Chairman and the other member who has signed the 
j I t- port are also given in each chapter. In a final chapter (7), a 
-.-.gestion has been made that Netaji's ashes should be brought to 
.iicha with due honour. The Report is in two parts: 

Part A — Report (with three annexures) : 

Annexure I — Copies of relevant papers. 

Annexure II— Photographs. 

Annexure III — Sketches and plans- 
Part B — Evidence of witnesses (with photographs of some 
..u nesses). 

7. A large number of witnesses were examined in Japan. Trac- 
.:.g the witnesses and securing their attendance -would not have 
(.ecu possible without the ever-ready help and co-operation of the 
Lpanese Foreign Office (Gaimusho). H.E. Mr. Shigemitsu, 
oreign Minister of Japan, who had held the same position in 
. time, extended to the Committee every courtesy and con- 

. -ration. The Committee wishes to thank the Government of 
..n, Mr. Shigemitsu, and the staff of the Japanese Foreign Office, 
.. t sincerely for their help and kindness. The Indian Embassy 
. Tokyo also were very helpful. In particular, the Committee 
- pleasure m recording appreciation of the services of Mr. J. Reh- 
...-n who was attached to the Committee throughout their stay 
.n Japan. Assistance was also received irom the Indian Missions 
-t Bangkok and Saigon. The Committee wishes to thank the 
Ministries of Defence, External Affairs^. and the Intelligence Bureau 
». i the Ho me__ Mi nistry for lending secret Intelligenc e Reports, 
ahri R. Dayal, who was attached to the Chairman of the Commute* 
P.A , worked very hard from the very beginning to the end, and 
...e satisfaction all round. And finally, the Committee wishes to 
..,nk, with all sincerity, the Government of India, for making 
arrangements for the work of the Committee, at home and 
..i/foao, and the opportunity given to them to make a first-hand 
i^dy of an important chapter m the history of our times. 
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# CHAPTER I 

U' 

LAST PLANS OP NETAJI SUBHA S CHANDRA BOSE 

l 

The terms of reference of the Committee are: 

“To enquire into and to report to the Government of India on the 
circumstances concerning the departure of Netaji Subhns Chandra 
Bose from Bangkok about the 16th August 1945, his alleged death as 
a result of an aircraft accident , and subsequent developments connect- 
ed therewith ” ~ ‘ , -j 

, t . - - 

2. We have been asked to write the last page which had up to now 
remained blank; but to do so, it is necessary to know a little of the 
background of the first and intermediate pages. Early in 1942, the 
Japanese armies overran large parts of South-East Asia, which had 
been under colonial domination by European powers, and in so doing, 
they released a great impetus to nationalism. There were three 
million Indians in South-East Asia who took, a leading part in this 
movement. They formed the Indian Independence League under 
Mr. Rash Behari Bose. Singapore fell on 15th February 1942, and tile 
large Briush Indian Army stationed there surrendered. Out of this 
was formed the first Indian National Army under General Mohan 
Singh. This Movement, nowever, was without a real leader of suffi- 
cient political stature. From theory start, the movement was wait- 
ing lor Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, who was then in Europe, hav- 
ing escaped from detention in India in 1941. After a long and perilous 
journey by submarine, Netaji arrived in South-East Asia, and took 
charge of the Indian Independence Movement on the 4th of July 
1943. Soon after, he assumed supreme command of the Indian 
National Army. Addressing a review of the Indian National Army 
ut Singapore on 5th July, he first uttered his famous battle-cry, 
‘C1IALO DELHI!* ‘DELHI CHALO!' On the 21st October 1943, the 
Provisional Government of Azad Hind was formed. There .was great 
enthusiasm and men and money poured in. The Japanese Army had 
overrun Burma and was poised for the invasion of India through 
Assam. Troops of the Indian National Army were sent to the front, 
and they took a gallant part in the fighting around ImphaL and 
Kohmu. Netaji toured all over East Asia, and visited Japan more 
than once. Although belonging* to a subject nation, and dependent 
on Japan for keeping his army in the field, he left an indelible im- 
pression of his personality on all those who came in contact with 
him. Even today, his name is a household word in South-East Asia 
and Japan. Between ins arrival in Singapore in July 1943, and his 
departure from Bangkok in August 1945, barely two years passed, 
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Oral Answers 


Oral Answer 


Oral. Answers 


DECEMBER 1955 


Shrl Jawaharlal Nehrus If I may 
read the second sentence of my answer, it 
says: 

“The Japanese Government have been 
consulted, and they h$ve promised 
us full co-operation ,in the en- 
quiry. 

Shrl Kamiith: Will that be an Indo- 
Japanese Commission of Enquiry or what ? 

Shrl Jawaharlal Nehru: I do not 
know about it. This raises matters of proce- 
dure. The point is that they are fully co- 
operating in this. • 


qqo oho TarasV: ^rr qfcf 

twit q-qrf | ft: jtttrT qr^rc q qt 

5 q qrq^q q (T^ tnmprfy ^ttt| «ft 
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Tftf | ? - 

4 qqfjTCHm $ 5TTTO Sft: 

'toto q^lr ^ qqqr i qq 'eft *m?f 

| ftr fjrsfr aVr tt 

’PTTf nt, ^q qqqit 

^rr q£f qt i 

* Caustic Soda and Soda Ash 

. * 433 - Shrl T. B. Vittal Rao : 
Will the Minister of Commerce and 
Industry be pleased to refer to the reply 
given to unstarred question No. 317 on 
the 15th September, 1955 in the Rajya 
Sabha and sta e at what stage the nego- 
tiations with China for the import of a 
Caustic Soda and Soda Ash stand at 
present ? 

The Minister of Commerce (Shrl 

Karmarkar ) : We are importing 5,000 
tons of Soda Ash from China during the 
current half year. The Chinese Govern- 
ment did not make any firm offer for the 
supply of Caustic Soda. 

Shrl T. B. Vlttal Rao * How does 
the price of these 5000 ton s of Soda Ash, 
which is being imported from China, 
compare with that imported from other 
countries ? 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker i What peicen- 
tage does it bear to the en'ixe import? 

Shrl Karmarkar * It is about half; 
the total requirement! have been estimated 
at 10.000 tom and it Is,, 5,000 tons. 

K " 1 • 1 




Shrl T. J 3 . Vlttal Rao : My questic*' 
is how does the price compare with tl* 
price of the imported Soda Aih from other 
countries. 

Shri Karmarkar : The price* are 
about the same, £17 per ton. 

Vt qqtBTW: TOT A < 3 TH HTO’fT j ft 
HTHT mr£ q TTTF7 fTO^q q TTTr? qpj 
OTTn: q qm qf% f qft *PTf%eq; 
qftf qrot nm q qqnrr qr qron ^ ? 

qr^qrorr: ^tr pro 
| 1 ^qT qqq 5T qq^rr $ i qq 
faff qtfrq qrPfq i 


Coal 

, Shr ‘ S. C. Samanta : Will 

the Minister of Production be pleased 
to «nate : 

4 J a ) bow the target of 60m. tons of 
coal at the end of the Second Five Year 
1 Un has been worked out; 

(b) the quantity allocated to the 
private sector; 

(c) the production per year at 
present from the State collieries; 

(d) the improvements made or en- 
visaged ih the existing State collieries* 

(e) whether any washer jes f have 
been established for State collierie* 
to improve the quality of coal; and 

(f) the number of new collieries which 
are expected to be established in the 
near future both in the private and pub- 
lic sectors ? 

The Minister of Production (ShH 
K.. C. Reddy ): (a) The target h*i 
been worked out taking into account the 
coal requirements of the Railways, of the 
existing industries, the expansion scheme* 
of * existing industries under consideration 
and the new industries likely to be set UP 
during the Second Five Year Plan peri 00, 

,(b) About eight million tons per annu^j 
over and above the present product!***^ 
in that sector. 

j 

(c) About 3 million tons in Central 
j "collieries. , Production; * In Sicgxi*^' 
collieries owned mainly by Hyder** 5 *^} 
State It about 1*5 million ton*- 

: -* 
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Jaynnt I'rasad 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Tel. No. 301 1357 
Fax No. 379 2285 



MINIS 1 11V or EXIEMNAL AIT AIMS 
NEW DELHI 

Bound 



No.25/4/NGO (Vol.V) 


May 3, 2000 


Dear Sliri Paitandy, 

1 am voting apropos your D.O. No.f-I20l4/13/2000-IS(D.1I1) of May 2, 2000 
to convey that we do not have available in the Ministry of External Affairs the 
proceedings of the Shah Nawaz Committee, 1956 and the Khosla Commission, 1974. 

2. We have, however, already confirmed that we do have a copy each of their 
printed reports. ’ ’ . 


3. We would suggest a perusal of the Nelaji Inquiry Committee Report 
(containing the report of the Shah Nawaz Committee) which was published in October 
1956. This indicates that Committee itself wa$ constituted as per government 
notification No.F.30(26)FEA/55 dated April 5, 1956. The Report was published on 
behalf of government by the Ministry’ pf Information & Broadcasting (Publications 
Division). As for the report of the One-man Commission of Inquiry into the 
Disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose (the Khosla Commission), this was 
published by the Ministry of I lome Affairs o;i June 30, 1974. It is clear also from the 
notification regarding its constitution dated July 11, 1970 that the order of 
Government of India appointing the, Commission had issued from the Ministry of 
Home Affairs. MHA may, therefore, like to peruse its own records to locate the entire 
proceedings of the Shah Nawaz Committee, 1956 and the Khosla Commission, 1974. 



4. A copy of this communication is being endorsed to Shri P.K. Sengupta, 
Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. 




Shri A.K. Paitandy 
Director(IS-l) 

Ministry of Home Af fairs 
North Block, New Delhi 1 10001 . 





Yours sincerely, 
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~DO.NO. I- I 20 I 4/ I 3/2000- IS (D. Ill) CON 

MOST IMMEDIATE/Tl 

J WC*A?«C£^.,\\ 1* ***> 


Tiflc BO 


TIAL 


BOUND 


t xQS$y i d- S' *?n*, ji| ftrtfMioooi 

so — - — "ministry of home affairs 

A.K. PAITANDY *” GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

«,* . NORTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI-110001 

^ DIRECTOR! IS- I ) 

Tele. No. 301 2478 Dated, the 2nd May, 2000. 


De ar'j/r^ 


/ 

V 



vA-> 



4^ 


<W> 


Kindly refer to your DO letter No . 25/4 /NGO- ( Vo l . V ) 
dated 1 9-4-2000 regarding compliance by the Government of 
India with the orders/directions passed by Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Your specific comments with 


reference to 

the availability 

or 

o t herwi Sii_. 

-of the entire 

Ttro ertfeen n g s X i 

ncluding the evidence recorded) 

_ai Shah Nawaj. 

"XSmffii "t tee and 

K h o s L a C omm 1 s s 

ion 

which had 

held earlier 

enquires into 

the disappearance 

of 

Netaii Subhas Chandra^Bose 

are immediately required. Tn 

this 

connect l on 

, attention is 


IrTvTted to para faT ( i v"P of the directions already sent to you 
vide my 00 letter of even number dated 11-4-2000. 


2. As the time limit for complying with the 
orders/directions is expiring shortly, I shall request you to 
kindly look into the matter personally on top priori ty basis 
and apprise the C omm ission of the factul position under 
intimation to this Ministry. The matter has assumed greater 
importance in the light of a news item titled ’old Netaji 
panel reports missing 1 published in the Indian Express (New 
Delhi edition) dated 28-4-2000 (copy enclosed for ready 
reference ) . 



Yours s incere 1 y , 

-V--4^ l — ^ , 

* s~ - ► 

(A.K. PAITANDY) 


Shri Jayant Prasad 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Ministry of External Affairs 
South Block 
New De i h i 






‘l^cTHE kcbrdsof Ujc prixeed-/j&form^ 

kings of t he $hah Nawaz CQmrnit-^^ccr^'Cbl Habibur Rp))unidfE-f 

- tee and the Khosja Conimlssi ha ieportcclly;aav'd!cd/.vithN^ 

'isct up in 1956 And 1971) tojnqUire • v taj > . on his Inst journey .andjidv 
illhto Netajf; Subhrisb ‘Jclianclra.^viyecl tj\<5 ollc^etl ‘*?ii n p^sIf^vRa^ 
i Bose's disuppearnncefarc fcport^^hdmani ,1 'o ; i , r;iki.stani j national, 
jedly not traceableJ;:;^'^/.^ /^/^appearcd before the NuWaz 

1 ,% ^Thc fact that these records are^Commiitce m which held in-cumeW 
‘‘not traceable* 4 can.ic to light 'vheij^^.bxbjhlnatiotiut tjie wiincsse$.v.;^ ; ' 
jt he J us t ice M ukl letjee Con i rti t&siow ? T h (nlglr 'flic !Morarjt.gbveb?~ 

v presently Inquiring Into the mystery yh; rocnl rejected the reports jJf,bqth 
> of NetajTs disappearance, could pot $■' the Shalt Nawaz Committee and 

- get them when asked for from the7/^hosla l Cplnmikslon * in ■ Aligns] 
Union Home MJnlstiy/JTbo Justice ,;Vvl97S on ihclIooroi'thoPnijiuinenb 

r JHukhcijcc Commission nectfc these •Mjlof theij:dlscrepniicic$, the records 
'« recoids tor screening the pvjdence of, of these proceeding??; Including the. 

' witnesses who appeared before the "i; evidences of the witnesses, assume 
e^irlicr committee and conunlssiou. >;& great importance for tl;e .Jasti^ 
ft v Ihe records of the proceed^!*. ^ ZVlukherjccf ^0011711551011^^0^^ 
ings assume great importance for y\ ‘The Shah Nawaz Committee 
V the Commission because some'of^ /submitted it£ report insix mdjilhs 
the key witnesses, whp appeared ,v but the Kliosla Commission .took 
before the Shah Nawaz Commit- '? fburyedrs io do 
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BY SPEED POST 




Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 
Netaji Sijbhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087 


Phone: 

216 - 2765-68 & 216-2835 

Fax : 

216-2765 




No. JMCI/ Mooting/ 99-2000/ 48/ 49 


Calcutta, dated, the 27*04*29W, 


Frew i shrl P.K. 


a tJBHJS (Raid.), 


i Ms* Baagaafca oolrala, XM, 
Mint S at ra tary (Xitanal 
Ministry of Hwa Affairs. 
Qaainssni of Xadla, 
north Blaafe, 

Dolhl-llQ OO i. 


ity). 


A$ 


¥ 


in cBBtlnaattw of ny lottor n®. JMCX/ nootlng/ - 
9 »-ION/ 4 V> datod 04 . 04.3000 X w dlraotad to aasl 
horowith s copy of tha oorrigondun da tod 37 th April. 

sodlngo da tad 33.04.3000 of Ju atlas 
Lsaion of Inquiry tor your intonation. 

Tours faithfully. 


s«l‘“ 

copy with a copy of tho corrlgonton i 
lo forunxdod for information to a 

1) Or. tokanar Sarkar. Dirootor Saaai 
Qovrnosnt of India# Janpath# Now 


« .... , 




Da tod a 37.04. 


ral of Arahlvaa, 

Dolhl -110 001 . 

This hao roforonco to hli 0.0 . lottor M».P. 9 - 3 ( 19 )P.A. 
datod 34 . 04.3000 sddrosood to tel A.K. paitandy# 

Dirootor (is-l)# Ministry of Haaw Affairs, 

India# a oopy of thtot woo on dor sod to to 

3) Shrl Jayant Pxoaad# las, Joint sonrotary# Ministry of 
Sxtornal affairs# south slosh# Bov Doltti-119 001 
3} tel O.M# May# IAS# Mono tonrotary# te, of mil Dsngsl# 
Thlo has rofo r a n oo to lottor Ms. JMCX/nso ting/ 99-2000/ 44/ 10 


4) or. anil oarkar# Qonorsl «»«.j# 

1 # Park stroot# Calcutta- 10 , this hao 
to.Wootiiig/OO— 3000 / 4 d/lI datod 04 . 04.1 
S. Dr. Porahi May# Maooaruh Profoooor# n«iw >w«^# 
47 -C# Add Kalin Lsna# Caloatta-li. itvia has rsfsrunas 
to lattor na. Mooting/ 09 - 2000 / 4 V 11 dt. 04 . 04.3000 of tkn 


( 041 . 


> 




No. Date 

April 27, 
2000 . 



Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
To inquire into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bosa 

In the order dated March 23, 2000, a typographical 
error has crept in paragraph (v)(b) at page 3 of the 
order, in that, instead of 995 files as appearing 
therein, it should be 990 files. 

Necessary corrections may, accordingly, be made 
in the order and the appropriate authorities may be 
intimated accordingly. 


lu,ip , 

Chairman. ' 


POST 






Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 


For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 


Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087 


Phone: 

216 - 2765-68 & 216-2835 
Fax : 

216-2765 


No. JMCI/ D0C(FOR)/99-2000/56/45(2) Calcutta, dated, the 27.04.2000, 





From s Shri p.K. Sengupta, WHHJS (Retd.), 

Secretary 

To : shri Jayant Prasad, IAS, 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

South Block, 

New Delhi-110 001. 

Sir, 

I am directed to send herewith a copy of the 
letter dated 13th April, 2000 of Shri Mainak De, Press 
and Public Affairs Adviser, British Deputy High 
Commission, Calcutta, addressed to Sri Anil Mukherjee, 
Deputy Speaker, West Bengal Legislative Assembly, along 
with a copy of the letter No.86/hds/ 2000 dated 
1st March, 2000 of Shri Anil Mukherjee, Deputy Speaker, 
Legislative Assembly, West Bengal, addressed to 
Dr. John Mitchiner, Deputy High Commissioner, British 
Deputy High Commission, Calcutta, and to request you 
to take necessary steps to approach the authority 
concerned of the Government of U.K. so that the files 
referred to in the aforesaid letter dated 13.04.2000 
of Shri De are made available to this Commission eitheflu 
in original or in the form of Microfilm or Cassette 
Disc in Micro Soft Office 1997 as early as possible. 


Your 8 faithfully. 


( P.K. Sengupta ) 
Secretary 


i 


; 


✓ 


13 April 2000 

Mr Anil Mukherjee 
Deputy Speaker 
Legislative Assembly 
Calcutta 

A 


A 
< M 



British Deputy 
High Commission 
Calcutta 

3. Ho Chi Minh Sarani 
’ Calcutta 700 071 

Telephone: 288-3681 (D) 288-51.72/$ 
E-mail: Maiuak.De@cajcutU.maii.ho.go', ft 
Fax: 288-3435 


Dear Mr MiMH&ifee, 

Thank you for your' letter of 1 March to our Deputy High Commissioner. Dr John 
Mitchiner, regarding declassified records on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


i had taken up the matter with the India Office Records, Oriental and India Office 
Collections, London, The records that have recently been released (in 1997) are a series 
of files which originated in the India Office's Public and Judicial Department in London. 
However, The files {jwhich number 700) have not been published. The ides themselves 
are available for consultation in the Reading Room. The files are public records and are 
open to researchers-: .Who are required to apply for a Reader's Pass from the British 
Library's Reader Adhiissirma Office, 96 Huston Road, London NW1 2DR. 


However, since the files have not been published the only way for accessing them will be 
through a personal visit to the India Office Recordi yOr i enta l and India Office Col lections 
in London. 


Thanking you. 


Yours sincerely. 


l£L 

MAINAK DE 
Press & Public Affairs Adviser 


--C 


DEPUTY SPEAKER 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


tLS* 


WEST BENGAL 
CALCUTTA 


The A si; March# 3000 


Dear ST* Mitofrlnor , 

th». ; ou your co-operaticw for providing wo 
izif ortja&idSS : regarding the availability of the books relating 
to Hath/i Sudhea Ch&sdra Bos© #*<3 his I»K*a» £r«a your 
Brifci git- Cccjb i 11 Library* 

further i talked with you through telephone that X 

tfaf.t ths tocasasiiisa rcccrdr/dsaizaratB izm\ your e»K»Q» 

£#% at ili*#; Sft t« j i dUbhas C hefcdr* BOjse wad Wife Z,U.Ai durihj 
the World War is the South Ract Asia# for~East and near** 
East which' your Sfovenuneat had already declassified «e w*$t. 
records* 

May X request you to assist h» oy providing those 
said t^<u*aj?8!'i£i©d war records frora your Goveraiaent as our 
Goverwf##* of India appoisted Third fSaquiry ccrcenissioa for 
esquir&iif^ ttee mysterious disappear sacs of Netaji Subhas 

Chandra fit Kfcse sines 18th August, 1945* 

hith hi»d regards end best wishes# 


Yours sincerely# 



Jobs Hatehiner , 

Deputy fiiofc Cdmi sal oner. 


{ As il Mukher jee ) 


British . D»ihity High Gowmissicsi, 
1# Saraai# 

caicuita»- 7 &G y?i 



Jayant Prasad 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 

Tei.301 1357 
Fax: 37 9 2385 





D . 0. No . 25/4 /NGO- (Vol .V) . 


mrcr TOR 

fa&T ‘f-UTIT, fo# 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


New Delhi the 19 


April 19, 2000 


Dear Shn Sengupta, 

I am writing this with reference to D.O. 
letter No. I/12014/13/2000-IS (Dill) dated April 11, 2000 of 
Shn A.K. Paitandy, Director (IS-I) , Ministry of Home Affairs 
regarding the information sought by the Commission about various 
files/documents pertaining to alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


The records available with the Ministry of External Affairs 
include a copy each of the printed reports of Shah Nawaz Khan 
Committee, 1956 and Khosla Commission, 1974. A reference to 
these reports has been made in para IV of the proceedings of 23 rd 
March, 2000 of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. The 
details of the Top Secret files on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 
the custody of this Ministry have already been supplied to you 
vide my letter of even number dated l sc March, 2000. Moreover, 
the MEA library located at Patiala House, New Delhi, also has 
volumes VI and VI I of the Transfer of Power Series, brought out 
by His Majesty's Stationery Office, London. 


Yours sincerely. 




(Jayant Prasad) 


Shn P.K. Sengupta, 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
'B' Block, 3 rd Floor, 

11/A' , Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Calcutta-700 087 


21 - 


2 



Copy to : 

1. Shn A.K. Paitandy, Director (IS-I) , Ministry of Home Affairs, 
North Block, New Delhi. 



Shri V.P. Bhatia, Under Secretary IS(D.IV) 
Home Affairs, North Block, New Delhi. 


Ministry of 


'3. Shn S.N. Singh, Section Officer, Justice Mukherjee 

Commission of Inquiry (New Delhi Office), Room No.l72-B, 
North Block, New Delhi. 


V 





(Jayant Prasad) 
Joint Secretary(CNV) 





so 



Jaya^fff Prasad 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 


Tel. 301 1357 
Fax: 379 2385 

No.25/4/NGO Vol.V 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
New Delhi the 19 


April 19, 2000 


Dear Shri Sengupta, 


I am writing this with reference to D.o. letter 

No .1/12014/13/2000- IS (Dill) dated April 11, 2000 of Shri A.K. 

Paitandy, Director (IS-I) , Ministry of Home Affairs regarding the 
information sought by the Commission about various 

files/documents pertaining to alleged disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. , 

Ae_- TctWo OAr-o^loJfU^ ry 

On- gem tiny of ou r files, it has bea p_ n ^ t 3- nae.t : rd azrc!. a 




copy 


each of the printed reports of Shah Nawaz Khan Committee, 1956 
and Khosla Commission, 1974- are — avw=3?afe±er=i¥i — our — reecrrds . A 

reference to these reports has been made in para IV of the 
proceedings of 23 rd March, 2000 of 
Commission of Inquiry. The details o^mes^i 
Chandra Bose^have already been supplied to you vide my letter of 
even number dVted 1 st March, 2000. 


Df the justice Mukherjee 
ot ^ Files^ on Netaji Subhas 


• . j 


Yours sincerely. 


(Jayant Prasad) 


Shri P.K. Sengupta, 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

-- - -rd — - ‘ 


Tju i^> 

SUj 


'B' Block, 3 rd Floor, 




1 1/A' , Mirza Ghalib Street, 
Calcutta-700 087 
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Copy to 


COL- j 5 ^^ * °^ Aji 
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Si OjUuS V LX 


Shri V.P. Bhatia, Under Secretary IS(D.IV), Ministry of ^ 

Home Affairs, North Block, New Delhi. 

Shri S.N. Singh, Section Officer, Justice Mukherjee 6n-4r 

Commission of Inquiry (New Delhi Office), Room No.l72-B. R tv?-. , r 
North Block, New Delhi. S'* 

l <5-Vv. . 
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A.K. PA I TANDY 
DIRECTOR (IS- I) 

Tele No. 301 2478 
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MOST IMMEDIATE/ TIME BOUND 
DO No . 1/12 01 4/13/ 2 000- IS (D.III) 

Jvx> **rair 

mcf ?TDPTT 

!JTV vzpfi, *ff 1 0001 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
NORTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI 110001 


Dated the 11th April, 2000 
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As you are aware, a 
by Justice M K Mukherjee, a 
Court of India, is inquiring into 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 


Commission of Inquiry headed 
retired Judge of the Supreme 
the alleged disappearance 
In its first sitting held 


at Calcutta (the headquarters of the Commission), on 23rd 
(March, 2000 the Commission has issued certain 
Orders/Di rec t ions as contained in the record of 
proceedings, a copy of which is enclosed for ready 
reference. It will be seen that these Orders/Directions 
are to be complied with by the concerned Ministries of the 
Government of India within six weeks of the communication 
of the same. 


2. As the matter is very sensitive and important, it 

is essential that the requirements are handled and 
coordinated on extremely urgent basis so that there is no 
delay in extending help to the Commission. I shall, 
therefore, be grateful if you please look into the matter 
immediately and personally and let us have the factual 
info rma t ion latest _£y_ 20-4-2000 as to whether any 
reco rds/ f i 1 es pertaining to Netaji/INA, with particular 
reference to the files/documents mentioned in the various 
directions of the Commission, are available in your 
Deptt/Organisation. 


3. In case the position is in 

files/documents etc. will need to be kept 
intimation regarding the same is to be 
Secretary of the Commission in the followi 


a f f i rmat ive , 
in readiness 
conveyed to 
ng address:- 


t he 
and 
t he 


Shri P K Sengupta, 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
•B 1 Block, 3rd Floor, 

11/A, Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Calcutta- 700 087 

Telephone Nos:- 033- 2162765/68 

2162835 

FAX No. 033-2162765 


A 


Co n t d . . . 2 / - 
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A copy of the intimation may also please be made 
available to us in the following address:- 

( a) Shri V P Bhatia, 

Under Secretary IS(D.IV), 

Ministry of Home Affairs 
North Block, 

New Delhi 

Telephone No. 301 5700 

FAX Nos. 011-301 7763/301 5750 


(b) Shri S.N. Singh 
Section Officer 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
(New Delhi Office) 

Room No.l72-B, 

North Block, 

N ew Delhi 

Telephone No. 301 6634 

4. It may please be noted that the names of different 

Nodal Officers of the concerned Ministries (as shown below) 
have been communicated to the Commission on the basis of 
the requirement of the Commission and the consent of the 
Ministries. It will be the responsibility of these Nodal 
Officers to interact with the Commission after obtaining 
necessary feed-back/input/orders etc. from the Competent 
authorities of their respective Ministries. The Secretary 
of the Commission is also being informed acco rdingly:- 


SI .No , 

Name of the 
Mini st ry 

Name 6 Designation 
of the Officer 

Tele. No. 

1 . 

Minist ry of 
Ext ernal 

Af f ai rs 

Shri Jayant Prasad 
Joint Secretary 
South Block, 

New Delhi-110 Oil 

301 1357 

2. 

Mi ni s t ry of 
Human 
Resource 
Development 
(Deptt. of 

Cu 1 1 ure ) 

Dr.Sukumar Sarkar 
Director General, 
National Archives 
Janpath, New Delhi 

3383436 

FAX No. 

0091-11-3384127 

3. 

Ministry of 
Defence 

Shri G.B. Singh 
Director(History) 
Division, 3/West 
Block-8, Wing-I 

R.K. Puram, 

New Delhi 

610 2067 


Contd. . .3/- 
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This may kindly be accorded top priority. 
With kind regards. 


Yourjs sincerely 



(A>K. PAITANDY) 


Shri Jayant Prasad, 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, 

New Delhi 


Justice MukherJeeCommission of Inquiry 
To inquire into the alleged disappearance of 
Netd/l Subhas Chandra Bose 

Proceedings' dated 23rd March, 2000. 

Present — Hon'ble Justice M.K, Mukherjee, 
Chairman. 

After examining the statements filed by the 
parties and after hearing them and/or their 
representatives regarding the modalities of the^ 
proceedings, the Commission makes the following 
Orders/Directions 

(a) The Government of India shall produce 
before the Commission, within six weeks 
from the date of communication of these 
~Orders/Directions, the following 

(i) All files relating to Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose and/or I.N .A. in the,. 
“PrimeT Minister 's Secretariat 
including the following Secret 
files 

1A, 2 ~A, 3 -A , 6-A, 8-A, 12-A, 16-A (U.O. Note 
No. D/s— 86 6, dated August '24, 1953, from P.M. ‘s 
Secretariat to Mohd 0 Yunus, MEA (SEA, BR ) , 17-A 
(U.O. Note No. D.3788-8EA/53, dated August 27, 1953, 
from Mohd. Yunus US, MEA (SEA) to P.M.'s Secretariat, 
2 7 -A , (Memo No. 2/53/1971/3/601 151) dated 
October 13, 1953, from Mohd. Yunus US, MEA (SEA) to 
P.M.'s Secretariat, 33-B (Letter No. 20/62 (Accts,) 
dated April 82 (sic), 1954, from the Joint Secretary, 
I.N.A. (Enquiry and Relief Committee, 82, Daryaganj, 
Delhi to the President, 34 A (Rajya Sabha's Starred 
question No. 60 dated Sept 0 28, 1954), 35-B (Note 
for Supplementaries ) 37-A (Lok Sabha Starred Question 
No. 334 dated August 2, 1955) 37-BCD (enclosures to 
S. No. 37-A) and Notes 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19, 

23, 24, 25, 26 and 29 File No. 23 (156)/ 51-P.M. 
(Indian National Army) (INA) in the Far East), 

23 (11) -56-57 PM (INA Treasure), 12(226)/56 PM 
(Investigation into the circumstances leading to the 
death of Subhas' Chandra Bose); 249 INA-GHQ Case 
Bose and Russia, 249-INA- IX(H) GHQ Case on Subhas 
Chandra Bose, Headquarters main file 279/1 INA 
10 Misc.,- Headquarters main file 273 INA (Misc. INA), 
Headquarters main file 273/INA, Headquarters Main 
file 273-INA, 138-INA and 265 INA; 10 Misc., INA; 

contd. . .P.2, 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
To inquire into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

(ii) File No , 16/ 3/ 45-Poll , (i) containing Secret 
Report dated 19,09.45 by R, Tottenham, Secretary 
prepared for Home Department/ file No.75/lNA 
containing intelligence report prepared by Major 
Toye, Comd. S, Section CSDIC(i) dated .20,10,45/ 

F. No, 8/18/46-Poll, (i) containing question No, 28 

of Hon'ble Yuvaraj Dutta Singh in the Council of 
State and the answer given/ file No»8/15/46-Poll. 

(i) relating to question No, 14 dated 6,11,46 of' 
Yuvaraj Dutta Singh; File No, 8/2/47 - Poll. 

(i) relating to Yuvaraj Dutta Singh's questions 
placed in the list of business for the Council of 
State on 17,2.47; 

(iii) Report bearing Secret No, 1400/23/SE, CSDXC, 
Red Fort, Delhi dated 25th March, 1946; Netaji's 
letter to Jacob Malik, Soviet Ambassador, Tokyo 
dated 20.11,1944, Netaji's broadcast at 21,15 hrs 0 
to 21.25 hrs, , Special Message on 18,8.45; Confi- 
dential letter dated 23,5,46 from American Consulate 
Guard, Bombay dated 23,5.46 to the Secretary of 
State, Washington D.C.. A-175(a de-classif ied C.I.A. 
document (original stated to be in the Archives of 
Princeton University) ; a de-classif ied C.I.A. 
document dated 27,2.64 relating to a story concerning 

f 

the possible return of one Subhas (Subas) Chandra 
Bose; API news agency's report attached to intelli- 
gence report for the Home Department dated 21.12.45; 
Secret No, ll/lNC/45 dated 16,1,46 from the 
Dy, Inspector Genl. of police, CIS, Bombay Province, 
Sivajinagar, Pune-5; Lt, Col, Anderson's confidential 
letter No, MS/5/5, CSDIC Red Fort Delhi dated 21.1.46 
referring to a portion of Major Toye's report 
dt, 15,1 0 46; Daily INA Report No, 56 dated 5.2.46 
prepared by W.N.P. Jenkins, Dy. Director (C) of 
Intelligence Bureau (Home Dept.); W, Mckwright's 
letter No. C-5 dated 19.2.46 to Intelligence Bureau, 
H.D., Mew Delhi-3; Major Yong's Top Secret letter 
No.SL/9/CS/l dated 1.8.46 to W. C.K. Wright; 

Pt, Nehru's letter to Mr, Atlee , the then Prime 
Minister of U.K. during 45 to 47 relating to Subhas 
Chandra Bose; Khurshed Naoroji's letter dt, 27,7.46 
to Louis Fischer, secret correspondence between 

contd. ..P.3, 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
To inquire into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

Mckwright and Major .Young dt, April 8, 1946 relating 
to receipt of a letter by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
from Subhas Ch» Bose regarding his stay in Russia; 
and correspondences between Louis Fipcher and Gandhi ji, 
Louis . Fischer and Khurshed Naoroji, Loufe Fischer and 
the President of USA, Louis Fischer and the Prime 
Minister of UK and other political leaders of U.K. 
in relation to Netaji and India's independence, 

Louis Fischer to Stalin; 

(iv) The entire proceedings (including the, evidence 

recorded) of Shaw Nawaz Committee and Khosla Commission 

o — — — held — — — ~ — * 

which had/ earlier enquiries into the disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose; 

(v) The full texts of the Transfer of Power, 

Volumes VI & VII; 

(b) Besides filing the above files/ records/ 
documents, the Government of India shall 
file Affidavits of competent persons of 
the related Ministries giving lists of 
all other f iles/records/documents, irres- 
pective of whether they are Top Secret, 
Classified or De~classified, (except the 
995 files transferred by the History Divn„, 
Ministry of Defence to the National 
Archives, Delhi, a list of which has 
already been furnished to the Commission) 
lying in their respective custody or 
control relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose and/or Indian National Army; 

. * i 

(c) The Government of West Bengal shall produce 
all the files relating to Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose now lying in the custody of 
the Special Branch, including file 
No 0 269/45 "Prisoner/Releqse-Revised Policy 
of Govt, , for the release of security 
prisoners" containing Memo No,SS 129/SB 
dated 31st August, 1945 from the 
Commissioner of Police, Calcutta to H.S.E, 
Stevens, the then Chief Secretary, Govt, 
of Bengal, express letter No, 1234 dated 
25,8,45 of Bengal Govt, and Confidential 
Note dated 3,9,45 of D,R, Hardwick, 

D,I,G, I . B . ; 


contd, . ,P.4 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
To inquire into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

(d) Since, from the statement filed on behalf 
of All India Forward Bloc it appears that 
Dr. (Mrs.) Purabi Roy of Asiatic Society 
has done along with some others an extensive 
research work in Russia including on Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose and has submitted their 
report to the Society^ 'the Commission would 
like to have an affidavit filed by Mrs* Purabi 
Roy indicating the particulars of the 
documents which might have come to her notice 
in course of her research and considered by 

, her to be relevant for the purpose of the 
enquiry by this Commission as early as 
possible preferably within six weeks from 
the communication of these Orders/Directions, 

The General Secretary of the said 
Society, is also requested to forward to the 
Commission the aforesaid report along with 
its enclosures within the period prescribed 
as above o 

(e) After the files are produced and/or particulars 
furnished by the Central Government in terms 

of the above orders/directions, a research 
team will be constituted to peruse those 
files and submit its report about the relevant 
contents thereof* The parties may suggest 
names of competent persons, preferably 
stationed in Delhi, who may be included in 
the team to be so constituted; and 

(f) Having regard to the facts that the evidence 
of Major G, Baskaran, who in his statement 
has claimed that he worked as Confidential 
Secretary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, at 
the material time, will be relevant for the 
enquiry and that he is aged 82 years, has 
lost his vision and is seriously ailing, 
immediate steps be taken to record his 
statement at his residence at No, 9, Royal 
Enclave, Basd’t Avenue, Chennai no twith standing 
the fact that the evidence, if any, to be 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

To inquire into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

produced by the Central Government is 
yet to be recorded* 

The Secretary of the Commission is directed 
to take immediate steps for compliance with the 
above Order/Directions* 


nuKnetjee; 

Chairman 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

for inquiry into ihe alleged disappearance of 
Nctaji Subhas Chandra Dose 
•C # Block (3rd floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcuiia-700 083 


Phone i 

033-216-2765/68 

033-216-2835 

Fax t 

033 - 216-2765 


.. . _ Records/N. Delhi/99-2000/73-112 

No. J MCI/. ... .y... ... 


*„• <* V ;i 

Calcutta, dated, the ~“ 00 * 


From : Shri P,K» Sengupta, WBHJS (Retd,) 
Secretary 

To : Shri Jayant Prasad, 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, 

New Delhi-110 Oil. 






a/***. 


y-'-t 


Kindly refer to my D,0, letter No, JMCl/Doc/54- 
093(4)/200Q dated the 8th February, 2000 wherein a 
list of files of the Ministry of External Affairs 
relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose in 1945 and subsequent development therewith 
as also some particulars regarding those files were 
solicited, A copy of my said D.0, letter is enclosed 
for ready reference, 

1 have been directed to request you to kindly 
expedite your reply. 

Yours sincerely, 

( P Jk. • Sengupta ) 
Secretary 


A* 
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No. F.5(l)NGO-I 



♦TTTrT m z’rfNt 

Embassy of India 
2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 

Phone : (03) 3265-5036 
Fax : (03) 3262-2301 


March 8, 1 999 


Dear 



i 


There has been no response to my Top Secret letter of even 
/\ J number dated September 11, 1998, regarding Netaji. I would 
appreciate guidance in the matter. 


t<n 



NEW DELHI. 


/n 

[ Yours sincerely. 


WWil 


(Siddharth Singh) 





Embassy of India 
■z-1 1, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 


*TTTcT TT Tnj^TTgm, flTW 


Phone (03) 3265-5036 
Fax (03)3262-2301 


No.F. 5(l)NGO-I 


September 11, 1998 


Dear 


For some time now, the Japanese Government has been asking us to take back the 
ashes of Netaji which have so far been kept in Renkoji Temple, Tokyo. This matter was 
last raised when Foreign Minister Ikeda visited India in July 1997. The problem has been 
the absence of consensus, specially amongst the family, that the ashes in Japan actually 
belong to Netaji. For a long time, die veracity of the reported death of Netaji in Formosa 
was questioned; contrasting reports that Netaji had been spotted in different countries 
simply added to the confusion. Now, even for the sake of argument if it is held that 
Netaji was not involved in the plane crash, it could be generally accepted that on the age 
factor alone he would most likely be dead. But those who have argued that Netaji was 
not killed in the plane crash would expectedly maintain that the ashes in Renkoji Temple 
do not belong to Netaji. It boils down to the minimum requirement that the living 
members of Netaji’s family should be prepared to accept the ashes. We are not sure of 
the latest thinking amongst the family, but till recently differences remained. Two 
Enquiry Commissions, whose findings were accepted by the Government, failed to 
satisfy an important section about the fate of Netaji. I find that in the last session of 
Parliament, Government declined a request for yet another Enquiry Commission to look 
into the matter. This shows that the controversy has not yet abated. 

So far, all attention has been focussed only on the one urn, kept in Renkoji 
Temple, that is supposed to contain the ashes of Netaji. We now understand from Mr. A. 
Murthy of Ajanta Restaurant in Tokyo that there may be another urn, containing part of 
the ashes of Netaji, which has been in the custody of his family since 1945. He wants to 
hand over this urn to GOI and has also suggested that his aged mother, not in good 
health, be enabled to convey some personal recollections of the events of 1945 related to 
Netaji’s ashes and the so-called INA treasure. Jaishankar has looked into the files in the 
Embassy and set down the position in the enclosed note. 

I would be grateful for advice on how we should proceed in the matter. If it is felt 
that the urn should be taken over from the Murthy family, and the old lady be allowed to 
recall her memories, I think this would best be undertaken by someone from Delhi, 
perhaps from MHA since the setting up of the two Enquiry Commissions and the 
examination of their reports must have been handled by them. The question of what to 
do with the second urn also needs careful consideration. Before any action is taken, it 
may be useful to examine the Enquiry Commission’s reports to see whether any 
reference is available about the second urn. I shall await further instructions. 




(Siddharth Singh) 


Shri K. Raghunath, 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 





EMBASSY OF INDIA 
TOKYO 



Mr.A.Murthy of Ajanta Restaurant mentioned to me in passing that 
his family had in custody an urn (porcelain jar?) containing Netaji’s 
ashes. He indicated that these ashes were left with them by his uncle, 
Mr.Ramamurthy, a close associate of Netaji, and the ex-Chairman of 
Indian Independence League in Japan. According to him, while the main 
ashes were taken to Renkoji temple, there was some concern that the 
Occupation Forces may confiscate it. Therefore, Netaji’s associates 
thought it prudent to retain some part of the ashes elsewhere and these 
ashes have remained in his family custody since 1945. 

2. Mr.Murthy also claimed that he mentioned the matter orally from 
time to time to the Embassy, though he was not very clear about the 
details. He was now concerned about the responsibility of retaining 
these ashes, which were in his mother’s house, and wanted the Embassy 
to take them over. 

3. I had discussed this matter with Ambassador who directed that our 
papers regarding Netaji be examined to see if any light could be shed on 
the above-mentioned matter. 

4. Having gone through the files, I find that there is no previous 
reference to, or even an indirect indication of, the existence of Netaji’s 
ashes other than those kept at Renkoji temple. However, I do find that 
Mr.A.Murthy’s father, Mr. J.Murthy , was a witness at the Netaji Enquiry 
Commission of 1970 which was conducted by Justice G.D.Khosla. 
Another relevant reference is the testimony of Mr. S. A. Ayer, a member of 
the INA Provisional Government, which was presented to Parliament in 
March 1952. That testimony refers to the ashes of Netaji being handed 
over to Mr.Ramamurthy and Mr. Ayer by the Japanese military authorities 
and then being taken to Mr.Ramamurthy’ s house. It was only thereafter 
that the ashes were taken to Renkoji temple. 

5. From the files, it may be noted that GOI has always shown 
considerable caution in regard to officially taking over Netaji’s ashes. 
This is presumably dictated by the consideration that taking over of his 
ashes could cause more controversy. This is a factor to be taken into 
account in examining Mr.Murthy’s request. 


TOP SKCKl I 
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6. Mr.A.Murthy also mentioned that his mother has some personal 


recollection of the events in 1945 related to Netaji’s ashes and the so- 
called INA treasure. Mr.Ramamurthy, incidentally,appears to be one of 
the central figures in the long controversy related to the fate of valuables 
which were reportedly in Netaji’s possession at the time of the air crash. 
She was not in very good health and would like her recollection of these 
events recorded by»representative of the Embassy. 

7. I have advised Mr.Murthy that we will revert to him on the above 
matters in due course. 

Ambassador may kindly see. 


( ihaivkjfr ) 
Dy.Chief oTMission 

11.09.1998 



Ambassador 


Most Immediate 
Parliament Question 


No . I/13013/43/2000-IS( D. Ill ) 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


//«*> T)t t(i,, -H< 11+ i 


OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


Subject: Rajya Sabha Provisional Std. Qn.Dy.No.S000359 
for 1.3.2000 by Shri P. Prabhakar Reddy M.P 
on 'Enquiry Commission of Netaji. 


The undersigned is directed to forward herewith a 
copy of Rajya Sabha Question mentioned on the above subject 
and to request that the requisite information in so far as 
the same relates to your Ministry/Deptt ./ may be furnished 
to this Ministry immediately . Necessary information for 
possible supplementaries may also please be sent. 


(V.P. Bhatia) 

Under Secretary to the Govt, of India. 
Ministry of External AffairsQSh. Jayant Prasad, (JS)] 
South Block New Delhi. 

2. Ministry of DefenceCsh. G.B. Singh Director ( History 
Divn.)7 3/West Block-8 wing-I R.K. Puram, New 

Delhi . 

3. Deptt. of Culture\_Dr. Sukumar Sarkar, DG, National 
Archive^, Janpath New Delhi. 




PROVISIONAL ADMITTED QUESTION FOR THE 
RAJYA SABHA 


NIC-RS 


Or der of 
Preference = 


Star red/Uhstar red Diary No. SOO0359 

The question will be DUt down for 01/03/2000 
answer on the Min istr y /Depar tmen t HOME AFFAIRS 
adressed by the Member (s) 

Enquiry commission on Netaji 


fs * SHRI P . PRABHAKAR REDDY ; Will the 

Minister of Home Affairs be pleased to state - 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Central Government has set up a 

commission of inauiry under the commission of inauiring Act, 1952 to 
unravel the mystery behind Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose disappearance 
from the country*. 

(b) if so, the details thereof including the composition of the 

commission, its terms of reference and its tenure etc; 

(c) whether the Commission will the given full liberty to call for 

papers and witness from all over India and abroad and if not, the reasons 
therefor; and 

(d) by when the committee is likely to submit its report 1 

ak V 
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Ministry of External Affairs 

I CNV Division J 

/ 

Subject: Rajya Sabha Notice for Oral Question Dy.No.001198 dated 9.2.2000 
regarding declassification of files relating to Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose, Azad Hind Government and INA etc. 



Reference MHA U.0. 1301^/2 l/2000-IS(D.III) dated 17.2.2000 on the Question 
mentioned above. Material in respect of the question is as follows: ' ' : 

. 

(a) None of. the files held in the custody of the Ministry of External Affairs relating to 
the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose have been declassified. 
The most important of these files are currently held in the custody of the NGO 
Section of the Ministry of External Affairs. A listing of these files, including their 
number, the nature and subject of the files and their classification is attached for 
the information of the Ministry of Home Affairs (details may not be divulged at 

this stage). 

4 % 

(b) Attempts have been made at the official level to find out from. the Russian 
Government whether there were documents pertaining to Netaji available with 
them. In response we were informed by the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
on January 8, 1992 that “according to the data in the Central and Republican 
Archives, no information whatsoever is available on the stay of former President 
of the Indian National Congress, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in the Soviet 
Union in 1945 and in subsequent years”. Thereafter, on September 27, 1995, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation informed that “as a result °f 
the investigations earned out at the Central Archival Collection of the Federal 
Security Service of Russia and the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal of 
Documents on Modem History, no information whatsoever has come to light on 
the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR in 1945 
and in subsequent years”. The State Archive Service of the Russian Federation 
informed on August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for Preservation of Historical 
Documental Collection does not have any information on Subhash Chandra 
Bose”. 




■hi— « i i i — « t 

Government of India has made several efforts, over the years, for retrieving any 


2 . 

available information in the possession 
disappearance, but without any success. 


of other countries on the Netaji’s alleged 



/\ Joint Seci 

Ministry of Home Affairs. (Shri M.S. Zuha. Desk Officer!. New Delhi 

MEA U.O. No.25/4/NGO-Vol.V dated March 1, 2000 







DETAILS OF FILES ON NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDER BOSE 



File No. 


Classification 

1 . 

25/4/NGO -Vol. I 

(i) Tahing over of the properties of 
INA in Japan 

(ii) Safe Custody of the ashes 

TOP SECRET 

2 

25/4/7400 -Vol. U 
(LW-KW) 

(i) Safe custody of the ashes in the 
Rankoji Temple. 

(ii) Participation in the memorial 
service 

(iii) Establishmcttt of an enquiry 
committee to enquire into the 
circumstances of the alleged death 
of Netaji. 

TOP SECRET 

3. 

25/4/NGO -Vol. Ill 
(LW- Annx.) 

Ashes of Late Netaji in Renkoji 
Temple 

INA treasure and a printed report 
of Kbosla Commission prepared 
by Shah Nawaj. 

TOP SECRET 

4. 

25/4/NGO -Vol. IV 
(LW KW-I) 

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
(i e. Ashes and Treasure Box) 

TOP SECRET 

5. 

25/4/NGO -Vol. V 
(LW - KW- 1 & II) 

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
(i.e. Ashes and Treasure Box) 

TOP SECRET 

6. 

25/13/NGO - 52 
(LW-KW) 

Subhash Chandra Bose - 
(i) Resolution of the West Bengal 
Legislative Assembly urging an 
enquiry into the death of the Shri 
Subhash Chandra, (ii) Question in 
die House of the people on this 
subject. 

TOP SECRET 

7. 

25/14/NGO' 52 

Misc. correspondence perporting 
to throw light on the whereabouts 
of Netaji 

TOP SECRET 

8. 

25/15/NGO- 52 

Allegations about the 

misappropriation of INA property 
by Mr. Ramamurti, a former 
official of India Independence 
League of Tokyo 

TOP SECRET 

9. 

25/16/N GO-53 

Resolution passed by the West 
Bengal Legislation Assembly 
demanding Central Govt to set up 
a Committee both of official and 
non-official members to 

investigate into the whereabouts of 
tiie funds left by Netaji and his 
Ajrad 1 lind Government 

TOP SECRET 



Jay ant Prasad 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Tel. No. 301 1357 
Fax No. 379 2285 



w-F4, -H f< 
MINISTRY* of externai. 

NEW DELHI 


No.25/4/NGO-Vol.V 

'WojT ( 

I am writing apropos your letter No.JMCI/DOC/54-093" (4)/2000 of 
February 8, 2000 regarding particulars to be furnished in respect of records 
relating to the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 


March 1,2000 






2. Information in respect of files in the custody of the Ministry of External 
Affairs are attached indicating the number of the file, the nature and subject of 
the file and their classification. 


3. These files are currently held in the custody of the NGO Section of the 
Ministry of External Affairs and the authority to be approached in order to obtain 
the files for the purpose of the inquiry of the Commission is the Foreign 
Secretary of India. Any proposal in this regard may he addressed to the 
undersigned in his capacity as MEA’s nodal officer for interaction with the 
Commission of Inquiry. 

4. Government of India has made several efforts, over the years for 
retrieving any available information in the possession of other countries on 
Netaji's alleged disappearance, but without any success. For instance, attempts 
have been made at the official level to find out from the Russian Government 
whether there were documents pertaining to Netaji available with them. In 
response we were informed by the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 
January 8, 1992 that “according to the data in the Central and Republican 
Archives, no information whatsoever is available on the stay of former President 
of the Indian National Congress, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in the Soviet 
Union in 1945 and in subsequent years”. Thereafter, on September 27, 1995, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian f ederation informed that “as a result 
of the investigations carried out at the Central Archival Collection of the Federal 
Security Service of Russia and the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal of 
Documents on Modern History, no information whatsoever has come to light on 
the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR in 1945 
and in subsequent years”. The State Archive Service of the Russian Federation 
informed on August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for Preservation of Historical 
Documental Collection does not have any information on Subhash Chandra 
Bose”. 


AFFAIRS 


2 


m. 


5. As for particulars of publications on related facts and circumstances and 


subsequent developments, some of the MEA files do include press clippings and 
media reports on the subject that have appeared in recent years in certain foreign 
countries. 



Yours sincerely, 



Shri P.K.. Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
C-Block, 3 rd floor 
1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street 
Calcutta 700087 % 




TOP SECRET 


DETAILS OF FILES ON NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDER BOSE 


S,No, 

File No. 

Subject 

(glassification 

1 . 

25/4/NGO -Vol. I 

(i) Taking over of the properties of 
INA in Japan 

(ii) Safe Custody of the ashes 

TOP SECRET 

2 

25/4/NGO -Vol. U 
(LW - KW) 

(i) Safe custody of the ashes in the 
Rankoji Temple. 

(ii) Participalion in the memorial 
service 

(iii) Establishment of an enquiry 
committee to enquird into the 
circumstances of the alleged death 
of Netaji. 

TOP SECRET 

3. 

25/4/NGO -Vol. U1 
(LW- Annx.) 

Ashes of Late Netaji in Renkoji 
Temple 

INA treasure and a printed report 
of Khosla Commission prepared 
by Shah Nawaj. 

TOP SECRET 

4. 

25/4/NGO -Vol. IV 
(LW KW'I) 

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
(i.c. Ashes and Treasure Box) 

TOP SECRET 

5, 

25/4/NGO -Vol V 
(LW - KW- 1 & II) 

NeLyi Subhash Chandra Bose 
(i.c. Ashes and Treasure Box) 

TOP SECRET 

6. 

25/13/NGO - 52 
(LW - KW) 

Subhash Chandra Bose - 
(i) Resolution of the West Bengal 
Legislative Assembly urging an 
enquiry into the death of the Shri 
Subhash Chandra, (ii) Question in 
the House of the people on this 
subject. 

TOP SECRET 

7. 

25/14/NGO- 52 

Misc. correspondence perporting 
to throw light on the whereabouts 
of Netaji 

TOP SECRET 

8. 

25/15/NGO- 52 

Allegations about the 

misappropriation of INA property 
by Mr. Ramamurti, a former 
official of India Independence 
League of Tokyo 

TOP SECRET 

9. 

25/16/NGO-53 

Resolution passed by the West 
Bengal Legislation Assembly 
demanding Central Govt to set up 
a Committee both of official and 
non-official members to 

investigate into the whereabouts of 
the funds left by Netaji and his 
Azad Hind Government 

TOP SECRET 


> \Y >oo o 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 
PARLIAMENT QUESTION 

No. 1 ’^ /JS(EE)/2000 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(EUROPE EAST DIVISION) 

Reference Rajya Sabha Question Dy .No. 001467 from Shri Joyanta Roy, 
Hon’ble Member of Parliament. 

2. The facts pertaining to Part (b) of this question are as follows: 

j 

Attempts have been made at the official level to find out from the 
Russian Government whether there were documents pertaining to 
Netaji available with them. In response we were informed by the 
Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on January 8, 1992 that “according 
to the data in the Central and Republican Archives, no information 
whatsoever is available on the stay of former President of the Indian 
National Congress, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in the Soviet Union 
in 1945 and in subsequent years”. Thereafter, on September 27, 
1995, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation 
informed that "as a result of the investigations carried out at the Central 
Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service of Russia and the 
Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal of Documents on Modern 
History, no information whatsoever has come to light on the stay of 
Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR in 1945 
and in subsequent years". The State Archive Service of the Russian 
Federation informed on August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for 
Preservation of Historical Documental Collection does not have any 
information on Subhash Chandra Bose”. 

3. As discussed with Joint Secretary(CNV) today, he may like to take charge 
of this Question. As further discussed, Part (a) of the Question has a wider 
sweep. 

4. The note from the MHA and the PQ are returned herewith. 


ei.1 




ft 




L- 

(MjG3nap 


tfetfilX 

Joint Secretary (EE) 
February 28, '2000 


MINIS TR ¥ OF HOME AFFAIRS 

IS(D.III) DESK 
* * * 

Subject :Rajya Sabha Notice for Oral Question Dy. No, 001198 
dated 9,2.2000 regarding declassif icat ion of files 
relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose,Azad Hind 
Govt, and INA etc. 


* * * 


The above Questions reads as under:- 

1. How many files relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose/ Azad Hind Govt and I.N.A. are yet to be 
declassf ied . ? 

2. Whether Govt, has any knowledge about a few files 
relating to Netaji and I.N.A. as kept in the 
President's and K.G.B. archives of erstwhile 
Soviet Russia. 


2. Para-wise comments on the above Question alongwith 
Material for Suplementar ies may kindly be sent to this 
Ministry by return FAX. 




(M.S. ZUHA) 
DESK OFFICER 


1 .Min 
South 


. of 
Block 


External Affairs 
, New Delhi. 


(Shri Jayant Prasad/JS (C&V), 


2. Min. of Defence (Shri G.B. Singh, Dir ec tor ,( History 
Division), 3 West Block- VIII Wing^R.K. Puram, N. Delhi. 

3. Deptt. of Culture (Dr. Sukumar Sarkar, DG ) / National 
Archives, Janpath 


MHA UO No • I /I 3 01 3/2 1/2000- IS ( D . Ill ) dated 23.2.2000 

V'v 


a 

% 

. 

•i 


a i5 " p n'Sf " 1-^ 


NO, 13013/ 3 1/2 000- IS ( D. Ill ) 
GOVT. OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


New Delhi, Da ted :17- 2 . 2000 


Subject: Rajya Sabha Notice for Oral Question Dy. No. 001198 
dated 9.2.2000 regarding declassif icat ion of files 
relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose,Azad Hind 
Govt, and INA etc. 

k k k 


The undersigned is directed to enclose herewith a copy 
of Rajya Sabha ^ Notice No. 001198 dated 9.2.2000 on the 
subject noted above. 

2. As the matter relating to declassification of files 
regarding Netaji Subhas Chanda Bose, Azad Hind Govt, and INA 
and knowledge about the documents kept in the President's and 
K.G.B. archieves of erstwhile Soviet Russia are the concern 
of Ministry of External Affairs, they may take over the 
notice for making appropriate reply in the Rajya Sabha if it 
is admitted. Acceptance of transfer of this Question may 
kindly be intimated so that Rajya Sabha Sectt. is aprised of 
the factual position. 





(A.k. PAITANDi ) 


DI 


RECTOR 


( IS-I) 


El.E.A. (Shri Jayant Prasad J t . Secy .( C& V ), South Block N. Celhi. 

MHA Uo No. 13013/ ii /2000-IS (D . II I ) dated" 15.2.2000 

”~*7 
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RAJYA SABHA/ W 

QUESTION FOR ORAL ANSWER 
■‘tif® *tk ^ 7 T?T 

QUESTION BRANCH 

S. Q. Dy. No ^ 

i>=« 0 CU 98 

•v v^.q • jvty. 

Place / TOR 

Date/f^i^ Cjlt-joo 

Fm:m / 

• . , - *-/ «- .>*. ,.•.•£ ' i lyt*!' 1 ** ' 2*'%. •*. • ; #• /«/ . 

ic>-' ' *• **7\ 
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^ ( ^ :/AL AJ^TvvBfrr 



. . Si ;*: .TA.FY-UUNURAL/ **61*1**, ' — 

R.-.: r-A S.v New Delhi / TT*J TPfl, -i* fcrrt I 



' ’ m . - 

* • *,•./. *r x. m 4 . ^ » . T"7 

Under L’lc 39 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business, I give notice of the following Questions 

: 3 t • ' ^ fn^?. 39 ^ 3 ?<rfn. A' TF=rfaf<sni vrr ^ nlfew 

. . . / -3m. ....??! fan *r&i ' 


Yours Faithfully / VqiM, 


rh~^ - 

t Membei / 


V 

Division No. / 1 h*Si *•-.'■? ■S t ' 

j rer.ee/ 

ilrister of .... be pleased to state : 

*5*1 *T5 «foH Vhi f^T: 

■Vy ^ 

^ '. i JL 'A' A*-e 

clt- c. Icatefi-e-J, ? 

ft) l ^-*—3 y^M- 




O _l . 1^/1 
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r TJ ^"5 

S 


A 




\A^H' 

■r-- s\\\ - 

^XyyAS**-. *• - '••■ C : . ff.a- ••%■ *-.' -^p • •';/. 






wm 


(P.T.G. 


D . O . No 




' 




* 




A 

r 



Sa'CI s i 

v ‘J,'\ -<rw -v",\ From:Shri P.K. Sengupta, 

' V'*' & x '^ WBHJS 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 




■£& 


Secretary . 


JMCI /.nac./5.4-Q.9J..(.4.) / 

rr rr . 

/J /° 

Dear Jn 


for inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
C Block (3rd floor) 

I l/A Mirra Ghalib Street, Calcuita-700 087 



Phone No. 216-2767 
Fax No. 216-2765 


2000 



Calcutta, dated, the ..8;tfr*Feb.*. > .2.Q00 „ 


Enclosed please find a copy of the letter no. F. no. 1/12014/4/3/ 
99-IS (D . Ill ) dated 1.2.2000 of the Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt, of 
India, on the subject "Records relating to the alleged disapoearance 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose". The letter speaks for itself. 

I am now directed to request you to kindly furnish the 
Commission with a list of files relating to the disapoearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 and subsequent developments 
therewith. These files are considered by the Commission to be very 
relevant and vital to the matters referred to the Commission for 
Inquiry . 


The following particulars may kindly be furnished in respect 
of the files 


i) No. of the file, 

ii ) Nature of the file, 

iii ) Subject of the file, 

iv) Present state of the file. 

v) Present custody of the file, 

vi) Authority to be approached in order to get the file for 
the purpose of the Inquiry of the Commission, 

vii) If any of the relevant files is in the possession or 
under the control of the Government of any foreign 
f ^country or countries, what are the steps to be taken to 
n ’ ^ensure production of the files before the Commission. 

viii ) Particulars of publications relating to any of the facts 
land circumstances relating to the disappearance of 
j Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 and subsequent 
developments therewith,. 


Considering the imoortance and urgency of the matter, I am 
directed to request you to kindly furnish the information asked for 
as early as possible. 


With 


I 


Enclo:As stated. 



To 

Shri Jayant Prasad, 
joint Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, 

New Delhi-HO Oil. 


(3^ 








01-00 16.41 FR0t1.lt* 3017763 TO. 091 033 016 0765 POGE.01 



( py FAX ) 

MOST IMMEDIATE 


r. No. I /1 2014/3/99-1 S ( D • 1 1 1 ) 

Government o f India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
* *** 

New Delhi, 1st February# 2000 


Shri P.K. Sengupta# 

Secretary# Justice MuKherjee Commission of 
I ngul ry 

Calcutta. (Fax No^ 033-2162765) 


Subjects •Records relating to the alleged disappearance 
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 


Sir# 


During his meeting with the Union Nome Secretary 
on 2flth January/2000 at 12.30 Noon Hon'ble Chairman 
referred to the Issue of availability of records 
relating to the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose. It was expalined to Hon'ble Chairman that 
the issue has already been taken up with the Ministries 
of External Affairs# Defence and Human Resource 
Developmnt (Deptt. of Culture) and these Ministries have 
nominated an Officer each as a Nodal Officer who maybe 
contaced by the Commission for any information relating 
to records or clarification relating thereto. 


2. According to the information received from these 
Ministries# the details about the Nodal Officers are as 
unden- 


Sl.No. 


Name of the 
Ministry 


Name 6 designation Tel. No. 
of the Officer 


1. 


2 . 


Ministry of 
External 
A f fai ra 


Shri Jayant Prasad 3011357 
Joint Secretary 
South BlocXz 
New Delhi- 110011 


Ministry of 
Human Resource 
Development (Deptt 
of Culture) 


Dr. Sukumar Sarker# 3363436 
Director General# 

National Archive! Fax. No. 
Jenpath# New Delhi 0091-11- 



3384127 


r / 


t * 



i 




3. Ministry of / Shri G.B. Singh 610 2067 
Defence Dl rec tor( His tory 

. Division/ 3/West 

BlocX-8# Wing-I # 

- R . K • Puram, New 

Delhi. 

3, it is requested that any requirement relating to 

records having a bearing on different aspects of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose may be routed through thes]e 
officers. v: 

if 

lours faithfully/ 


(V.P. Bhatla ) j 

Under Secretary to the Govt, of India 






' TOR 

SANGITA GAIROLA 

<T s 

TlftTcT 

JOINT SECRETARY /IS-I 
Tel. 301 5736 





Y 


AY] 
✓ y 


Dear 4^ , 


D.O. No. i/12014/3/99-ISfD.lin 

HRTT «T4>T< 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
■»J? WIcRT 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

NORTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI. 
Date : 16.08.1999 


Kindly refer to your D.O. letter No. 25/4/NGO- Vol.V 
dated 09.06.1999 seeking clarification about the type of 
documents Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry would 
need to see. 


2. This Ministry would shortly inform the Commission 
about the name, designation and telephone nos. of Nodal 
Officers in the Ministry of External Affairs, Ministry of 
Defence and Deptt. of Culture. Whenever the Commission 
decides to call for certain files/documents, a decision has to be 
taken by the concerned administrative Ministry as to what 
safeguards should be taken by the Commission with a view to 
preserve the confidentiality of those documents. 



With regards. 


Yours sincerely. 



(SANGITA GAIROLA) 


Shri B. Balakrishnan , 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Ministry of External Affairs 
South Block 
New Delhi . 


B.BALAKRISHNAN 
JOINT SECRETARY(CNV) 
Telephone: 301 1357 


No. 25/4/NGO - Vol. V 


June 9, 1999 


Dear 


Please refer to your letter No. 1/1 201 4/3/99-IS(D. Ill) dated 
14.05.99 on the Commission of Inquiry to inquire into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

In the capacity of nodal officer appointed by my Ministry, I 
am enclosing herewith a list of files (indicating grading and the subject) 
available with us on the subject. 

We shall be grateful if; you could clarify more precisely 
the type of documents the Commission would need to see. It may 
also be noted that certain documents are classified and their 
confidentiality needs to be preserved. 


Shri Nikhil Kumar, 

Special Secretary, 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
North Block, New Delhi. 

i 


Yours sincerely, 



(B.BALAKRISHNAN) 



v 

TOP SECRET 

DETAILS OF FILES ON NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDER BOSE 


S.No. 

File No. 

Subject 

Classification 

1 . 

25/4/NGO -Vol. I 

(i) Taking over of the properties of 
DMA in Japan 

(ii) Safe Custody of the ashes 

TOP SECRET 

2 

25/4/NGO -Vol. II 
(LW-KW) 

(i)Safe custody of the ashes in the 
Rankoji Temple. 

(iijParticipation in the memorial 
service 

(iii)Establishment of an enquiry 
committee to enquire into the 
circumstances of the alleged death 
ofNetaji. 

TOP SECRET 

3. 

25/4/NGO -Vol. HI 
(LW- Annx.) 

Ashes of Late Netaji in Renkoji 
Temple 

INA treasure and a printed report 
of Khosla Commission prepared 
by Shah Nawaj. 

TOP SECRET 

4. 

25/4/NGO -Vol. IV 
(LW KW-I) 

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
(i.e. Ashes and Treasure Box) 

TOP SECRET 

5. 

25/4/NGO -Vol. V 
(LW-KW-I&H) 

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
(i.e. Ashes and Treasure Box) 

TOP SECRET 

6. 

25/13/NGO-52 

(LW-KW) 

Subhash Chandra Bose - 
(i) Resolution of the West Bengal 
Legislative Assembly urging an 
enquiry into the death of the Shri 
Subhash Chandra, (ii) Question in 
the House of the people on this 
subject. 

TOP SECRET 

7. 

25/14/NGO- 52 

Mi sc. correspondence perportmg 
to throw light on die whereabouts 
ofNetaji 

TOP SECRET 

8. 

25/15/NGO- 52 

Allegations about the 

misappropriation of INA property 
by Mr. Ramamurti, a former 
official of India Independence 
League of Tokyo 

TOP SECRET 

9. 

25/16/NGO-53 

Resolution passed by the West 
Bengal Legislation Assembly- 
demanding Central Govt to set up 
a Committee both of official and 
non-official members to 

investigate info die whereabouts of 
the funds left by Netaji and his 
Azad Hind Government 

TOP SECRET 



r?55T 10011 

FOREIGN SECRETARY 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-110011 



No 5%89 /FS/99 


1 8 th May, 1999 


Dear ^ WjU W,, 23 6o/ NW /gc, 


ZTFS 


Please refer to your letter No. 1/1201 4/3/99- 
IS(D.III), dated May 14, 1999, on the Commission 
of Inquiry appointed to inquire into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 
MEA will take action as required. The nodal 
officer here will be Shri B.Balakrishnan, Joint 
Secretary (CNV) - Tel. No. 301 1357. He may be 
contacted by the Commission for any information 
or clarification. 



Yours sincerely. 



(K.Raghunath) 


Shri Nikhil Kumar, 

Special Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
North Block, 

New Delhi. 







D.0.No.l/12014/3/99-IS(D.III ) 

< 3&& => V GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

JT^<nrr-?n* 


v^\T 


NIKHIL KUMAR 
SPECIAL SECRETARY 




MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


New Delhi 

the 14th May/ 1999. 


Dear * R il - , 


Government of India had decided to appoint 
a Commission of Inquiry under Section 3 of the 
Commissions of Inquiry Act , 1952 to enquire into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 
A retired Judge of the Supreme Court of India has 
since been nominated to preside over the Commission. 
A copy of the relevant notification would be sent to 
you as soon as it is issued. 



2. Since the Commission is 

inquiry in a period of six months 
readily available records relevant 
matter of the Inquiry. 


to complete the 
we need to have 
to the subject 


3. I shall/ therefore/ be grateful if you 

kindly instruct the concerned officers to collect 
such documents and send us within a week a list of 
these. Also/ since the Inquiry would involve 

consult at ions with concerned Ministries/ I request 
you to kindly nominate/ and send us the name of/ a 
nodal officer in your Ministry who could be contacted 
whenever needed by the Commission for any information 
or clarification. 


With regards/ 



Yours sincerely/ 

HL - — - 

^ i 
(NIKHIL KUM 


A A 


Shri K. Raghunath/ 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs 
South Block, MEW DELHI. 
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ftwt, 14 Ft 1999 
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^oT.3H. 339( 31 <JFfH ?HF ^RT % 16 4Flfcf , 1945 $ *lrtF4IU % TFWR 

% f^r*n=r ipforr % qfanuFq^ T?$r yyih ijrg twt ^ iiwiw $ 

Mri^r ft? wft twr ma thw $r tr& Wr£ %% * fa? *m? rtytt ?rcr 

qnup «1&T, 1956 WOT 1970 * WTW>f WH ?fafa TTCfT FT? 

r ‘ v ,Fn 3n^Pr % faipf 7TP ft fa ipr? ?=? ^ w fa?H ^ -jt 

WST7W7JJ f :: T 'P tpW .• ■ • V .» ,, — - Tt^r ; ■ - v: 
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MINISTRY OF AFFAIRS 

NOTIFICATION i 

t 

New Delhi, the 14th May, 1999 

S.O. 339(E). — Whereas the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee 
and the Khoala Commission of Inquiry appointed by the 
Government of India in April, 1956 and July, 1970 respectively 
to inquire into and to report to the Government of India on 
the circumstances concerning the departure of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose from Bangkok about the 16th August, 1945, his 
reported death as a result of an air craft accident, and 
subsequent developments connected therewith had come to the 
conclusion that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose met his death in an 
air crash; 

And, whereas there is a wide spread feeling among the 
public that the issue of finding the truth about Netaji's 
death still remains; 

And, whereas there has been a consistent demand for a 
further inquiry into the matter; 

And, whereas the Calcutta High Court also directed the 
Government of India for a vigorous inquiry in accordance with 
Law, if necessary, by appointing a Commission of Inquiry for 
the purpose of giving an end to this controversy; 

And, whereas a Motion was adopted on 24.12.1998 by the 
West Bengal Legislative Assembly wherein a demand has been 
made for a fresh inquiry into the matter to remove the mystery 
regarding the whereabouts of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose; 

And whereas the Central Government is of the opinion 
that it is necessary to appoint a Commission of Inquiry for 
the purpose of making an indepth inquiry into a definite 
matter of a public importance, namely, the disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945; 

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by 
sub-sections (1) and (2) of section 3 of the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act, 1952(60 of 1952), the Central Government hereby 
appoints a Commission of Inquiry consisting of Mr. Justice 
M.K. Mukherjee, a retired Judge of the Supreme Court of India. 
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z The Commission shall inquire into all the facts and 
circumstances related to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in 1945 and subsequent developments connected 
therewith including : - 


(a) whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is -dead or 
al ive ; 

(b) if he is dead/ whether he died in th r e plane crash/ 
as alleged; 

(c) whether the ashes in the Japanese temple are ashes 
of Netaji; 

(d) whether he has died in any other manner at any 
other place and/ if so, when and how; 

(e) if he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts. 


3. The Commission shall also examine the manner in which 
the exercise of Scrutiny of Publications touching upon the 
question of death or otherwise of Netaji can be undertaken by 
the Central Government in the circumstances. 

4. The Commission shall submit its report to the Central 
Government as soon as possible but not later than six months 
from the date of publication of this notification. 

5. The headquarters of the Commission shall be at New 
Delhi, and/or any other place as determined by the Commission. 

6. The Central Government is of the opinion that, having 
regard to the nature of the inquiry to be made and other 
circumstances of the case, all the provisions of sub- 
section(2), sub-sect ion ( 3 ) , sub-sect ion ( 4 ) and sub-sect ion( 5 ) 
of section 5 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of 
1952) should be made applicable to the said Commission and the 
Central Government in exercise of the powers conferred by sub- 
section^) of the said section 5, hereby directs that all the 
provisions of the said sub-sections (2) to (5) of that section 
shall apply to the Commission. 


[F. No. VI/1 1034/1 8/984S(D.IIJ)] 
NIKHTL KUMAR, Spi. Secy. 
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PRIME MINISTER ’S OFFICE 


Reference Ambassador Lambah’s letter No.Bon/Amb/98- 
5(c) dated 3 March 1998 regarding the transfer of the ashes of Netaji 
Subash Chandra Bose to India. 


2. The facts of the case and views of MEA are urgently 

requested. 


(P.P. Shukla) 
Joint Secretary (PMO) 
20 Mar 98 











AMBASSADOR OF INDIA 

ADENAUEBAIXEE 262-254 
531 13 BONN 

TEL: S4 05 it 3 ► S4 05 11 4 
FAX. 54 05 t5 4 
TELEX 8869 301 


No. Bon/Amb/98- 5 Co 


March 3, 1998 


My dear Principal Secretary, 

Prof. Dr. (Mrs.) Anita Pfaff daughter of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, had dinner with me 
at my residence yesterday. She handed over a letter addressed to the Prime Minister. I enclose the 
original letter along with a copy. The main point made in the letter is that she is agreeable for 
bringing the ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from Japan to India. 

2 The subject of the return of ashes has been discussed informally with Prof. Anita Pfaff for 
some time. 

3 On instructions from the then External Affairs Minister, Shri Pranab Mukheijee, I had been 
asked to ascertain the views of Prof. Anita Pfaff She and her husband Dr. Martin Pfaff, who is a 
Member of Parliament, came to my house on 28th September, 199 5 for dinner. I found that both 
of them were in favour of return of the ashes to India but, at that time, did not take any categorical 
stand. 

4 Later, Shri Pranab Mukheijee, the then External Affairs Minister transited through Germany 
on October 21 , 1995 to meet Prof. Anita Pfaff. I accompanied him to Augsburg. He had a long 
discussion with Prof. Anita Pfaff in which different viewpoints were expressed. While she was 
favourably inclined to return of the ashes, she was not sure about the timings. Some family members 
advised her that it may be preferable to get them after Netaji's centenary year celebrations were over 
in India. We also met her mother Mrs. Emilie Schenkl-Bose. 

5 A few months later, Mrs. Emilie Schenkl-Bose passed away in March, 1 996. I accompanied 
the then Minister of State for Finance Mr. Debiprosad Pal to Augsburg for the funeral on 1 8th March, 
1996. 

6 Prof Anita Pfaff was invited by the then E AM to visit India but the visit was postponed on 
account of her ill-health. When Netaji's centenary celebrations started, n o invitation was initiall y 
i ssued to Prof. Anita Pfaff . However, when we came to know that Mrs. Jyotsna Bose was being 
invited as her son lives in Hamburg (she lives in Calcutta) and the invitation was, by mistake, sent 
to the Embassy. We got in touch with the Ministry of Culture who immediately sent an invitation 
to Prof. Anita Pfaff but she could not attend due to the short notice. 


7 PM. when he was EAM, transited through Frankfurt on 9th February, 1997. He asked me 

to renew the invitation extended by his predecessor to Prof. Anita Pfaff. Subsequently, Prof. Anita 

Pfaff visited India in March/ April. 1997 and again in January. 1998 . She met the President and PM. 

The enclosed letter to PM, she told me, is a continuation of the discussions she had with PM in 

Delhi on January 25, 1998.. 

8 During the discussions yesterday. Prof. Anita Pfaff told me : 

(i) Amongst the family members, she had so far only consulted Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose. After the 
letter reaches PM, she would be informing some other members. She still expects that some 
of them would oppose the move but she felt her decision will have a positive impact on the 
family. 

(ii) She was keen that there is a nationa l consensus among the political parties on this subje ct. 

(iii) As regards the timing, in case a positive decision is taken by the Government, she felt that 
some date in the second half of the year could be considered for bringing the ashes to India, 

(iv) In that eventuality, she would like detailed consultations by the Government of India with 
the Japanese authorities, particularly the Priests at the Renkoji temple in Tokyo. 

(v) She was appreciative of the two seminars on Netaji held by the Embassy as a part of 50th 
anniversary celebrations of India's Independence. (The first one was on June 7, 1997 
organised by the Indian Cultural Centre, Berlin and the second seminar was on 16th 
February. 1998 in Frankfurt where Netaji's associates Col. Gurbakhsh Singh Dhillon and Col. 
Lakshmi Sehgal were the Guests of Honour). 

9 I shall be grateful if you could kindly get Dr. Pfaffs letter examined. We can subsequently 

inform her of the decision which is taken. 

10 lam sending a copy of this letter, 


Shri N.N. Vohra, 
Principal Secretary to PM 
PMO, 

New Delhi 


along with the enclosure, to. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Satinder K. Lam bah) 


Copy, with a copy of the enclosure, to Shri K. Raghunath, Foreign Secretary, Ministry of 
External Affairs, New Delhi. 
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To 

His Excellency 

The Prime Minister of India 

Mr. I. K. Gujral 

Prime Minister’s House 

7, Race Course 

New Delhi 

India 

By Diplomatic Bag 
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February' 24, 1998 


Respected Prime Minister, 

Following up on our conversation during my last visit to New Delhi on January 25 lh , 1998, 1 would 
like to address myself to you in writing - and through you to the Government of India - with regard to 
the question of establishing a suitable memorial for my father Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and 
finding an honourable and satisfactory settlement to the somewhat controversial question of the return 
of his ashes from Renkoji Temple in Tokyo, Japan to India. 

I was very pleased that my father’s birth centenary was celebrated in all parts of India and many 
projects were initiated in his memory and in his name in the course of these celebrations. I am 
particularly grateful to the Government of India and the State Governments as well as to many groups 
and the people of India in general who helped make these functions and activities memorable and 
dignified occasions in Netaji’s honour. I do hope that in the course and sequence of his birth 
centenary some public funding for the collection and preservation of documents referring to my 
father’s efforts in the struggle for India’s independence could also be assured. So far it had, after all, 
largely been the private activity and voluntary work of members of the Netaji Research Bureau which 
was motivated by the wish to obtaining historically important documents before they got lost or 
destroyed by the passage of time. 

I am aware that one reason for not providing a memorial to my father of a similar quality as, for 
example, for Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was to be found in the controversy about the circumstances of 
my father’s death. As you know, even now some people are not even willing to admit to the fact that - 
after 101 years - he is no longer alive, leave alone to accept the circumstances of his reported death. 

While it is true that some inconsistencies exist in the reports of the air crash at Taihoku Airport in 
August 1945, in which he was reported to have died, this is not be too surprising - given the fact, that 
those days at the end of World War II in the Far East must have been traumatic and confusing days of 
turmoil. It is also understandable that following the first reports of this plane crash many people, 
including my mother and my uncle Sarat Chandra Bose, thought that in view of his previous escapes 
(from house arrest in Calcutta to Germany and by submarine from Germany to the Far East) this may 
be but another one of his fantastic get-aways. Ultimately their great affection for him let them hope 
that he had survived and would yet again return to India. 

As time passed this became less and less likely. What would have kept him from returning to India 
after India attained independence? In my opinion but one alternative could have accounted for such a 
sequence of history; That gne explanation would have been his escape to the Soviet Union and his 


death on the way there or his execution or imprisonment and subsequent death in a Soviet 
concentration camp. Since after the opening of the Soviet archives no such evidence has been found to 
my knowledge, it should be evident also to those who have harboured doubts about the validity of the 
reports on the plane crash, that the probability approaches certainty that he died in this event as a 
martyr for his country’s freedom. In this act he made the ultimate sacrifice by giving his life, which he 
had risked over and over in his non-violent as well as his armed struggle for India’s freedom. 

His Japanese comrades-in-arms have maintained his ashes in Tokyo, honoured him and paid homage 
to him. It is their wish that his ashes be returned to India with due honour, in line with their religious 
beliefs. Furthermore they are concerned that after their demise there would be nobody to care for his 
memory in Japan. I know that there have been some people in India - including members of my 
family - who did not wish the Government to take such an action, as, for a variety of reasons, they did 
not accept the reports of his death following the plane crash at Taihoku as factual. Even these people, 
who persist in their doubt, should, however, be able to accept the transfer of his ashes from Tokyo to 
India as a token of respect to his memory and a symbol of his sacrifice and martyrdom for India. 

I therefore request the Government of India to make arrangements to have the reported ashes of my 
father returned from Tokyo to his homeland, especially to Delhi, which after all was the goal of his 
INA campaign. The ashes should then be immersed in the Ganges or parts of the ashes in different 
rivers of India. I am quite willing to participate with my husband and my children in the process of 
transferring the ashes - paying due respect to Japanese customs, whatever they may be. (If, for 
example, according to Japanese rites a male descendent should physically carry the ashes, my sons 
could do so.) 

Furthermore I request the Government of India to erect, in the near future, a memorial in Delhi to my 
father’s memory in line with the importance of his contribution to India’s struggle for independence. 
By now historical evidence shows, I believe beyond doubt, that not only can his and the Indian 
National Army’s efforts be saluted as heroic and selfsacrificing, but that the political effect of their 
actions was a major factor in destabilizing Britain’s hold on India and thereby prominently 
contributed towards India’s attaining independence. 

Even though I do not know at this stage how the new government will be composed, following the 
ongoing elections, I hope that this request will be honoured by whoever may be forming the new 
government. It is furthermore my sincerest wish that all political parties of India could join together in 
this effort, irrespective of their political programmes. Moreover, potential controversy on account of 
the diminishing number of persons opposed to a transfer of Netaji’s ashes should best be faced jointly 
and not exploited individually. I am certainly willing to bear my share of the responsibility for such 
action. It is my belief that Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose who is not only the founder-director of the Netaji 
Research Bureau but also the eldest surviving male member of my generation of the Bose family, will 
fully agree with my proposal. I would, however, find it most deplorable, should some political groups 
dishonour Netaji’s memory and contribution, by creating a petty controversy for possibly selfish 
reasons. 

With many thanks and respectful regards, Jai Hind! 


Yours sincerely, 

at r> 


Prof. Dr. Anita B. Pfal 


D. O. No. 1 5-8/9 5-C&M(Pt ) 
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SECRETARY 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE 
NEW DELHI - 110 001 


7 December 1996 


^2-<x/\ 6tor\ ftaoCcSjj/v , 

Prime Minister has desired to have a meeting of the 
Floor Leaders of both Houses of Parliament on Monday the 9 December 
1996 at 3 PM in Room No. 9, Parliament House to discuss matters 
relating to the birth centenary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 
Among other things, the urgency for convening this meeting at such 
a short notice arose out of a mention during Zero Hour in Lok Sabha 
on 4 December 1996 of the following: 


(a) That the Government should immediately announce its plan 

of action regarding celebration of birth centenary of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 


(b) That the Government should declare 23rd January as a 

National Holiday to pay homage to Netaji. 

( c) That the Government should investigate into the 

circumstances leading to Netaji 's death in a Plane Crash 
with a view to resolve the controversy once for all. 


Since item (b)/(c) relates to your Ministry, I shall be 
grateful if you kindly make it convenient to attend the meeting 
and present there your Ministry's point of view for the facility of 
a decision. 


With regards , 


Yours sincerely, 



Shr i S . Haidar , 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, 

New Delhi . 


Minutes of the First Meeting of the Sab-Committee 
of the Rational Committee to celebrate the Birth 
Anniversary of Netaji Sabhash Chandra Bose held 
on 25th October, 1996 at 4.00 P.M. in Room No. 301, 
*0* Wing, S&astri Bhavgn, New Delhi 


The first meeting of the Sub~Commi t tee of the National Committee 
to celebrate the Birth Centenary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose was 
held under the chairmanship of the Minister of Human Resource Development 
(HRD) on 25th October, 1996 at 4.00 P.M. The following attended the 
■eeting:- 



HRM in-Chair 

Capt. Laxmi Sehgal 
Shri Shashi Bhushan 
Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose 
Shri B.P. Singh, Secretary (C) 

Shri V.R. Majotra, Addl. Secretary( I&B) 

Shri R . L. Sudhir, Addl. Secretary 

Sectt. for 50th Anniversary of India's Independence 

Smt. Kasturi Gupta Menon 
Joint Secretary, Department of Culture 

Shri Ravi Kant Chopra, 

Director, Department of Culture 

welcomed the members and requested Secretary(C) to brief 
the position* Secretary(C) recalled that the meeting of the 
nal Committee was held on 5th December, 1995 under the chairmanship 
the Prime Minister in which the following important decisions were 
taken: 

The Birth Centenary Celebrations would commence from 23rd 
January, 1997 and continue for one year. 

A sub-Committee would be constituted under the chairmanship 
of Minister of Human Resource Development to chalk out the 
action plan. 


The Agenda Items were then taken ap seriatim mmd the following 
decisions were taken: 

1. Organisation of Inaugural Fraction 

It was decided that a function would be organised at the Red Fort 
om 23rd January, 1997 (preferably In the morning) to be telecast live 


on Doordarshan. Capt. Laxmi Sehgal and Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose assured 
that they would furnish to the Department a list of persons who should 
be invited to this function. 

2 . Issue of Commemorative Stamp 

It was decided that a commemorative stamp should be released on 
23rd January, 1997 and a request In this regard should be sent immediately 
to the Department of Posts. 

3 . Issue of Commemorative Coin 

It was decided that a commemorative gold coin and another coin 
for circulation shall be issued in the memory of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose. A request in this regard should be sent to the Department of Economic 
Affairs . 

4 . Telecast of a Film 

During the discussion, reference was made to a 58-minute biographical 
film 'Netaji and India's Freedom* by Sugata Bose, Arze Hukumate Azad 
Hind, Ittefaq Ittemad Qurbani and other material available with the 
Doordarshan. 

It was decided that a Committee comprising of Shri V.K. Majotra, 
Additional Secretary, Ministry of Information & Broadcasting; Shri Ashok 
Vajpeyi, Joint Secretary, Department of Culture; Smt. Kasturi Gupta 
Menon, Joint Secretary, Department of Culture and Shri Ravi Kant Chopra, 
Director, Department of Culture would watch the films suggested by the 
members as also other material available with Doordarshan and would 
select the best amongst these for being telecast during the centenary 
year on Doordarshan Network. The Chairman emphasised that the aim should 
be to rekindle the spirit of freedom struggle among younger generations. 

5. Publication of Biography 

It was decided that Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose's book published by National 
Book Trust should be released in different languages in regional capitals 
at different timings during the centenary year. 

As regards publication off** f writings of Netaji, a comprehensive 
proposal in this behalf should be sent by the Netaji Reseach for the 
consideration of the Department. 


6 . 


Involvement of School Children/Youth 


It was decided that the Department of Culture and the Department 
of Youth Affairs & Sports would jointly work out details of the programmes 
to be organised (involving youth) as * part of the birth centenary 
celebrations . 

7 . Creation of Museum in Andaman 

It was decided that instead of setting up a museum in Andamans, 
the Red Fort Museum should be strengthened during the centenary year. 

8 . Renaming of Fort William, Calcutta 


Considering the historic significance of the Fort as also taking 
Into account the objections made to such a proposal by the historians, 
it was decided to drop this proposal. 

9 . Renaming of Dehradun Military Academy 


The Committee unanimously agreed not to pursue this suggestion 
and accordingly the item was dropped. 

% 

10- Declaration of 23rd January, 1998 as a National Holiday 


Considering the philosophy of Netaji who always believed in action 
-Karma- it was decided not to declare any day as a National Holiday. 
However, a circular could be Issued to the offices and educational 
institutions requesting them to allow the interested persons to attend 
the function on 23rd January, 1997/1998. 

11 . Establishment of Netaji Bal Sena Vidyalaya at Mcirang 

It was decided that HRM should write to the Chief Minister, Manipur 
and seek his advice regarding the feasibility of setting up an academic 
institution in Manipur in the memory of Netaji. 

12. Establishment of Netaji Research Institute for 

the South East Asian Studies 

It was decided that the adivce of the State Government should be 


taken in this regard- 


V,- 


The following Supplementary Agenda Items were also discussed during 
the meeting: 


1 . Proposals from the Institute for Socialist Education 


(i) The Ministry of Defence would be requested to hand over 

to the National Archives of India the record kept by the 
Historic Wing of that Ministry. 

(ii) Dr, Sisir Kumar Bose and other member may give list of 

civilians of Singapore, Burma, Thailand and Japan to be 
invited for the function to be held in connection with 
the Birth Centenary Celebration of Netaji which will be 
considered . 

(iii) Joint Secretary, Department of Culture will make necessary 

enquiries with Joint Secretary, Department of Economic 

Affairs and officers of Reserve Bank of India to find 
out about the deposits/funds of Azad Hind Bank. 

(iv) Efforts would be made to take possession of 'Baoli* and 

'Cells’ in the Red Fort by the Archaeological Survey of 
India before 23-I-1997. 

(v) Secretary, Department of Culture would write to Ministry 

of Horae Affairs for furnishing information about the Martyrs 
of Azad Hind Fauj . 

(vi) It would be suggested to the Ministry of Defence to name 

the regiments of the Armed Forces after the names of National 
Heroes & Martyrs instead of the prevalent system of 
nomenclature related to caste/community* 

(vii) To a proposal made by Shri Shashi Bhushan for publication 

of musical notations of INA songs compiled by Capt. Ram 
Singh of Lucknow, it was decided that Shri Shashi Bhushan 
may send a detailed proposal in this regard for consideration 
of the Department. 


2 . Proposal received from the State Government of West Bengal for 

a display of INA theme in the Central Space opposite to the Rostrum 

in the Republic Day Parade. 


It was decided that the Government of West Bengal could be permitted 
to display INA theme in the Central space opposite the Rostrum 
in the Republic Day Parade to be held in 1997 only and the Ministry 
of Defence should be informed immediately about this. 


Important communications recleved recently 


The Committee took note of all the communications and took the 
following decisions: 


(i) The Government of West Bengal should be advised to finance 
its centenary celebrations out of its own resources because, 
otherwise, the Central Government would be flooded with 
similar requests forom other State Governments also. 

(ii) Prof. Samar Guha and Shri S. Nijilingappa should be included 
as members of the sub-committee of the National Committee. 

(iii) After considering the proposals of the Netaji Research 
Bureau, HRM assured the Committee that he would discuss 
the matter personally with the Prime Minister with regard 
to their request for a grant of Rs.6.25 crore for development 
of Netaji Bhawan etc. However, their proposal regarding 
a Mobile Exhibition on Rails should be examined and put 
up to the HRM for decision. 

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair. 


/- 



MINUTES OF THE FIRS T MEETING OF JHE NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
TO C OMMEMORA TE THE BIRT H C ENTEN ARY OF NETAJI SUB HASH CHAN DRA 
gQ5E HELD ON 5.12.95 AT 5.00 PM AT PAR LIAMENT HOUSE ANNEX E 
UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE PRIME MINISTER 

y 

sL 


The first meeting of the 'National Committee to commemorate the 

Birth Centenary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose' was held in Parliament 

l 

House Annexe, New Delhi on 5th December, 1995 at 5,00 PM under the 

i 

chairmanship of the Prime Minister. The following were present:- 


1 . 

Shri 

P.V. Narasimha Rao,'PM ... 

Chairman 

2. 

Shri 

Madhavrao Sc india, HRM 


3. 

Shri 

Pranab Mukherjee 

jb 

4. 

Shri 

Sikander Bakht 


5. 

Shri 

Atal Bihari Vajpayee 


6 . 

Shri 

Madan Lai Khurana, Chief Minister 

of Delhi 

-r 

/ . 

Shri 

yr\ 

Mohamed Shaft Qureshi, Governor, 

Madhya Pradesh 

8. 

Shri 

K.V. Raghunatha Reddy, Governor, 

West Bengal. 

9. 

Dr. 

Najma Heptullah 


10. 

Shri 

Bhuvnesh Chaturvedi, MOS(PMO) 


1 1 . 

Col. 

Rao Ram Singh 


12. 

Shri 

Chandrasek har 


13. 

Shri 

Chitta Basu 


14. 

Shri 

Manoranjan Bhakta 


15. 

Shr i 

Somnath Chatter jee 



16. Shri Indraiit Gupta 

17. Vis. Vlamta Banerjee 

IS. Shri Murli Manohar Joshi 

19. Shri Syed Shahabuddin 

20. Shri S.N. Dwivedy / 

2 I . Shr i Samar Guha 

22. Shri Shashi Bhushan 

23^ 5hri Sheel Bhadra Yajee 

24.: Shri B.P. Singh, ... Member-Secretary 

I 

2. At it he outset, HR VI welcomed PM and other honourable members of 
the National Committee and remarked that Netaji's name has become 
synonymous with courage, dynamism and sacrifice. He enjoyed a 


towering status 

among 

the 

fron t -rankers of 

our freedom struggle. 

He 

added that a 

number 

of 

suggestions have 

been received both 

from 


members and others and have been listed in the agenda papers. He 

, > 

felt that there was sufficient time to plan a befitting programme for 
centenary celebrations and looked forward to the advice and guidance in 
this matter from the Prime Minister and other members. 

3. P.M in his brief remarks said that the programme for the 

centenary celebrations should emphasise aspects which are of lasting 
nature with a view to make future generations imbibe Netaji's 
personality and vision. He thought that one or more sub-committees 

should be set up which could look into all the suggestions and give a 
final shape to the programme. PM also clarified that in keeping with 
the past practice followed by the Government of India in respect of 

123th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma G = ndhi and the birth centenaries of 


5hri Rafi Ahmed Kidwai, Shri V.K. Krishna Mr non, Shri Morarji Desia, 
5hri V.\. Giri etc. the celebrations for Netaji would commence from 

23rd January, ) 997 on which the birth centenary actually falls and 

would continue for one year thereafter. 

y 

i * . After a brief discussion, the National Committee reached the 
consensus that the birth centenary celebrations should start from 23rd 
January, 1997 and the position regarding this may be clarified to the 
general public so that there was no confusion, 

5. Upon a point being reaised, PM clarified that for the 

deliberations of the Committee: and action on its recommendations, the 

set procedure would be followed and that, after a concrete programme 
emerged, the necessary funds for it would be provided. 

i 

6. The various members gave the following suggestions:- 

| • 

(1) i After adequate research, all aspects, facts and events 

relating to Netaji must be incorporated and a comprehensi ve 
pitcutre of his life, struggle and achievements should 
emerge . 

(2) The programmes to be undertaken should be constructive in 
nature and must have a lasting value. 

(3) The idea of setting-up a Netaji Foundation should be 
explored . 


(4) The land in front of the Red-Tort, presently under the 

ocrypatjon of the Defence Ministry, could be made available 
for construct ion of a suitable memorial including a Sahcod 
Minar for Netaji. 

* 

y 

(3) | The building within the Red Tort in which trial of IN A 

soldiers took place has not yet been handed-over nor the 
1 bowri*. These, along with any records, that the Defence 
Ministry may have, should be handed-over to the Museum 
authorities of Red Fort. 

(6) The INA fund which was taken over by the Reserve Dank of 

India should be made available to fund the proposed 

Found a t ion . 

(7) A year-long programme should be chalked out carefully 

& 

covering all the important aspects of Netaji's life and 
oersona 1 i ty . 

(3) A university may be set-up in the memory of Netaji. 

(9) Instead of an Institute of Martial Arts, an Institute of 

Culture and National Integration be set-up to commemorate 

Netaji . 

(10) The proposed foundation, if set-up, could devote itself to 

international under stand ing . 


(11) A brief but authentic life story cf Netaji should be 
"ct porated suitably in t h e school text-oocks m all parts 


country. 


r 


I O 
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(12) Some of the ex-INA personnel, who have migrated to Pakistan 
but are still alive, may be invited to India during the 
centenary celebrations of Netaji. ✓ ' 

i 

(13) The various suggestions received should 
sub-committee and it should have the 
Working Groups to take care of specific 


be looked into by a 
authority to appoint 

... t £ll€iU 


(1^) All State Governments/Union Territories to be requested to 
organise centenary celebrations in a suitable manner in their 
respective areas . . 

(15) Since INA and Netaji were closely related with Andaman S; 
Nicobar Islands, a museum of INA may be created in 
Andamans . 


(16) Both in Haripura and Tripuri. suitable memorials for Netaii 
may be constructed. 

7, The National Committee unanimously decided that a Working 
Committee under the chairmanship of HRM may be constituted. The 

l Committee also authorised PM to nominate fifteen members on this 
Working Committee. It would have the authority to set-up other sub- 
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committees, if required. 


8. The National Committee also unanimously decided to drop sub-item 
No. 45 of Agenda Item No. 2. 


The meeting ended with a Vote of Thanks to the Chair. 


Composition of the National Ccrrmittee for Celebrating 

the Birth Centenary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 

**★ 


1 . 

Prime Minister 

Chairman 

2. 

Minister of Human Resource Development 

Working i 

3. 

Shri Chandra Shekhar, Former Prime 
Minister 

Member 

4. 

Shri V.P. Singh, Former Prime Minister 

Member 

5. 

Shri I.K. Gujral 

Minister of External Affairs 

Member 

6. 

Shri Indrajit Gupta 

Minister of Heme Affairs 

Member 

7. 

Shri C.M. Ibrahim 

Minister of Information & 

Broadcasting 

Member 

8 . 

Shri M- Arunachalam 

Minister of Labour 

Member 

9. 

Shri Beni Prasad Verma 

Minister of Ccrnrnunicaticais 

■ vO 

Member 

10. 

Minister of State for Defence 

Member 

11. 

Minister of State for Waste Land 

Devel opment 

Member 

12. 

Minister of State for Finance 

Member 

13. 

Governor, Manipur 

Member 

14. 

Shri Mohammad Shafi Ibrahim Qureshi 
Governor, Madhya Pradesh 

Member 

15. 

Shri A.R. Kidwai 

Governor, Bihar 

Member 

16. 

Shri K.V. Raghunath Reddy 

Governor, West Bengal 

Member 

17. 

Chief Minister, West Bengal 

Member 

1 — 1 
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Chief Minister, Maharashtra 

Member 

19. 

Chief Minister, Tamil Nadu 

Member 

20. 

Chief Minister, Orissa 

Member 

21. 

Shri Saheb Singh Verma 

Chief Minister, Delhi 

Member 

22. 

Shri A.B. Vajpayee 

Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha 

Member 

23. 

Shri Sannath Chatter jee, MP 

Member 

24. 

Shri Samar Guha, ex-MP 

Member 

25. 

Shri Chitta Basu, MP 

Member 

26. 

Shri George Fernandes 

Member 


.../- 


Ms. Mamta Banerjee, MP 

Member 

Shri Vishnu Kant Shastri, MP 

Member 

Smt. Renuka Chaudhari, MP 

Member 

Shri A.K. Sen, MP 

Member 

Shri Manor an jan Bhakta, MP 

Member 

Shri A jit Panja, MP 

Member 

Shri Murli Manohar Joshi, MP 

Member 

Shri Sikander Bakht, MP 

Member 

Shri G.K. Moopanar, MP 

Member 

Shri Dilip Singh Judev, MP 

Member 

Shri Chaturanan Mishra 

Minister of Agriculture 

Member 

Shri Syed Shahabuddin, MP 

Member 

Prof. D.P. Chattopadhyay 
ex-Governor 

Member 

Shri Farooq Abdullah 

Chief Minister, J&K 

Member 

Shri Madhu Dandavate 

Dy. chain.iar., Planning Carmission 

Member 

Shri Sheel Bhadra Yajee, ex-MP 

^3emDer 

Shri Tridib Chaudnary, MP 

Member 

Shri Shashi Bhushan, ex-MP 

Member 

Col. G.S. Dhillon, Ex-INA 
Representative 

Member 

Capt. Laxmi Sehgal, Ex-INA 
Representative 

Menber 

Dr. Bipin Chandra 

Jawaharlal Nehru University 

Member 

Dr. Dilip Sinha, Upacharya, 

Vishwa Bharti University 

Member 

Shri Shanko Chaudhary, New Delhi 

Member 

Shri P.N. Haksar 

Member 

Prof. R.N. Singh 

Vice-Chancellor 


Rajasthan University 

Member 

Dr. V.R. Mehta 

Vice-Chancellor 

Delhi University 

Member 

Prof. R.K. Dasgupta, Calcutta 
University, Calcutta 

Member 


54. Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose 
Netaji Research Bureau 
Calcutta 

55. Shri H.Y. Sharda Prasad 

56. Ms. Anita Bose, Vienna 

57. Justice A.C. Gupta, Retd. 

Supreme Court Judge 

56. Shri Nikhil Chakra varty , Mainstream 

59. Prof. Bimal Prasad, Ex- 
Ambassador to Nepal 

60. Shri Niharendu Dutta Mazurrdar, 
Ex-Law Minister, West Bengal 

61. Shri Radha Nath Rath 
Editor , Sang , Cuttack 

62. Dr. Amol K. Mukherjee, Principal 
Presidency College, Calcutta 

63. Principal, Scottish Church College 
Calcutta 

64. Shri Aveek Sarkar, Editor, Anand 
Bazar Patrika 

65. Prof. Amalesh Tripathy, Calcutta 

66. Shri S.N. Dwivedi 

67. Dr. Najma Heptulla 

68. Smt. Sukhbans Kaur 

69. Mrs. Anita Pfaff, Augsburg, Germany 

70. Sri Amiya Bose, Ex-MP 

71. Shri Semen Mitra, MLA 
Legislative Assembly of West Bengal 

72. Shri Jainal Abedian, MLA 
Legislative Assembly of West Bengal 

73. Minister of State for Education 
& Culture 

74. Shri R. Venkatararran, Former 
President of India 

75. Shri S. Ni jalingippa, Former 
President of Indian National 
Congress 

76. Dr. M.N.Chakraborty, Former Vice- 
Chancellor, Jhadavpur University, 
Calcutta 


Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Monber 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

-Member 

Member 


77. 



- 4 - 


Shri B.C. Dutt 

Yusuf Meherally Centre, Tara, 
P.O. : Barapada, Taluka Panvel, 
Distt. Raigad, Maharashtra 

78. Shri K.N. Tickoo, 

Chemtik, 124-B, 12th Floor, 

Jolly Maker Chamber No. 2 
Nariman Point, Bcmbay 

79. Chief Minister, Assam 

80. Chief Minister, Nagaland 

81. Secretary, Department of Culture 


Member 


Member 

Member 

Member 

Member-Secretary 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 
11 . 
12 . 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 
19. 


Composition of the Sub-Cornu t tee of the 

National Ccmnittee for Celebrating the Birth 

Centenary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 

*** 

HRM 


Chairman 

EAM 


Member 

MOS ( Defence ) 


Member 

Smt. Najma Heptulla 


Member 

Shri Chaturanan Mis hr a 


Member 

Minister of State (Culture & Education) Member 

Chief Minister, Assam 


Member 

Chief Minister, Nagaland 


Member 

Shri Chitta Basu# MP 


Member 

Capt. Laxmi Sehgal 


Member 

Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose 


Member 

Mrs. Anita Pfaff 


Member 

Shri S.N. Dwivedi 


Member 

Shri Nikhil Chakravarty 


Member 

Shri G.S. Dhillon 


Member 

Shri Shashi Bhushan 


Member 

Shri B.C. Dutt 


Member 

Shri K.N. Tickoo 


Member 

Secretary (Culture) 


Member-Secretary 

N.B. : The Sub-Ccmnittee of 
its meeting held on 25th 
ded inclusion of Shri 
Samar Guha as Members 

the National Camittee in 
October, 1996 have recarmen- 
S. Nijalingappa and Prof, 
of the Sub-Ccrmiittee. A 


proposal in this regard is being sent to PMO 
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NOTE FOR THE CABINET 


Subject. : Proposal to bring the mortal remains of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from Japan to 
1 ndia . 


The mortal remains of Netaji are now kept in the Bose 
Academy in Tokyo. The pressure to return the ashes comes 
chiefly from the associates of Netaji. who are growing older 
and who feel a personal sense of responsibility for the 
ashes. They feel that after them, there might be nobody to 
pay proper respect to the memory of Netaji. Even within the 
group, the main pressure is from older members, especially 
Mr. Hayashi. Secretary of the Bose Academy, who is in poor 
health. Besides, Foreign Minister Y. Kono during his 
meeting with EAM in September 1995, had conveyed that he 
personally felt that it would be better to return the ashes 
to his homeland and to his family. In addition, there is a 
possibility that India may be asked by the Bose Academy to 
take charge of the mortal remains of Netaji. It would not 
be possible for India to refuse to take possession of the 
mortal remains. Therefore, a decision is required to be 
taken urgently as to what is to be done with these mortal 
remains . 

BACKGROUND NOTE : VARIOUS REPORTS AND OPPOSITION TO 

CONCLUSIONS DRAWN 

1. Netaji’s death is an issue surcharged with 
emotions. The issue of whether he actually died in the 
plane crash of Augus t 18. 19 45. at Taihoku, has been 
questioned by some individuals and organizations . 

(a) Shah Nawaz Committee Report: In response to a 
public demand, the Government of India appointed a 3-member 
committee on April 5, 1956, "to inquire into and report to 
the Government of India on the circumstances concerning the 
departure of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from Bangkok about 
the 16th August, 1945, his alleged death as a result of an 
aircraft accident, and subsequent developments therewith". 
The Committeee, by a majority of 2:1, came to the conclusion 
that Netaji died in the air crash at Taihoku (Taiwan) on 
August 18. 1945. While S/Shr i Sha h Naw. gtz Kha n and S.N . 
Maitra, signed the report, Shr i Suresh Chander Bose 
disagreed with this conclusion an3 submi tted a dissenting 
report- Although the report of the Committee was 
considerably devalued by this dissent, the majority report 
was accepted by the Government. 
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(b) Khosla Commission of Inquiry: In view of 

widespread feeling amongst the public that the problem of 
findinq the truth about Netaii’s death still remains, and 
there has been a persistent demand for a further inquiry 
into the matter, the Central Government instituted on July 
11, 1970, one-man Commission of Inquiry into disappearance 
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. Shri G*D. Khosla, retired 
Chief Justice of Punjab High Court, was appointed as sole 
member. The Commission visited Japan, Burma, Thailand, 
Singapore, Malaysia. South Vietnam and Taiwan and examined 
224 witnesses (including 100 examined abroad) . A large 
number of files and documents produced before the 
Commission , were examined. The Commission arrived at the 
same conclusion that Netaji died in the air crash at Taihoku 
on August 18, 1945. The Cabinet considered this report and 
accepted the findings. The report of the Commission, along 
with the memorandum of action taken thereon, was laid on the 
Table of both the Houses of Parliament on September 3, 1974, 


c) Extract of a letter dated 19th June, 1966 written 
by Shah Nawaz Khan, M.P to the then Foreign 
Secretary Shri S, Dutt about Col, Figgess/s report 

During the course of his evidence before the Shah Nawaz 
Committee in Tokyo* one Col. J.G. Figqess is reported to 
have stated in September 1945 that he had received orders in 
September 1945 from either the Headquarters of Supreme 
Allied Commander S.E. Asia Command. Kandy or the Director of 
Military Intelligence India, asking him to carry out 
enquiries in Tokyo and Formosa to ascertain the truth about 
the story of the death of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 
These enquiries were carried out by him and Col, Figqess was 
positive that a copy of this report would be available with 
the British Government. He has also sent a copy of his 
report to the then Government of India(either the Director 
of Military Intelligence, GHQ India or the Director of 
Intelligence Branch. New Delhi. 

High Commissioner’s reference dated 27th February, 1978 
to Lord Mountbatten after the publication of the classified 
document called “The Transfer of Powers 1942-47". Lord 
Mountbatten stated the following "My archives have been 
searched and there is no official record of his death and I 
know that this doubt was shared bv Wavell himself but in a 
book , “The End of the War in Asia" by Louis Allen, who served 
as a Japanese language officer in India and Burma during and 
at the end of the war, he described in detail the air crash 
on the 18th August 1945 in which Chandra Bose died. 
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In this book he also states that in 1956 a mission was 
sent to Japan to enauire into the crash and alfhouah Guresh 
Bose still stuck to the belief that his brother was alive in 
the Soviet Union, other members of the mission were 
convinced by the evidence of the 67 witnesses who were 
called, that he had died in the crash. The fact that he has 
never surfaced any where to my knowledge makes it appear 
more than ever clear he was in fact killed in the crash. 

The letter you Quote from Vol.VI of "The Transfer of 
Power" is dated the 23rd August, but it is reply to a letter 
written on the 11th Auaust by Sir Evan Jenkins, that is, 
seven days before Chandra Bose’s death. 

H.V. Hodson, author of "The Great Divide" „ appears to 
accept without question the death of Chandra Bose, and he 
had access to the papers in my archives when preparing to 
write his book. 

d) Shri Samar Guha moved a Motion in Lok Sabha on 
August 3, 1977, urging the Government to set up a 3-man 
commission for conducting a fresh inquiry into the mystery 
of the disappearance of Netaji.The motion was discussed at 
length in 1977 and also in 1978. On the 28th August, 1978 
the Prime Minister intervening in the debate observed: 

"There have been two enquiries into the report of the 
death of Netaii Subhas Chandra 8ose in the air-crash on 
18th August, 1945 at Taihoku airfield during his air- 
iourney to Manchuria, one bv a Committee presided over 
by Maj. General Shah Nawaz Khan and the second by a one- 
man Commission of Inquiry headed bv Shri G.D. Khosla, 
retired Judge of the Punjab High Court. The majority 
report of the first Committee and Shri Khosla held the 
report of the death as true. Since then, reasonable 
doubts have been cast on the correctness of the 
conclusions reached in the two reports and various 
important cont radictions in the testimony of witnesses 
have been noticed. Some further contemporary official 
documentary records have also become available. In the 
light of those doubts and contradictions and those 
records Government find it difficult to accept that the 
earlier conclusions are decisive. At the same time 
Government feels that no useful purpose would be served 
by having any further inauiry. I hope that in the 
light of this statement my Hon. friend will withdraw 
his motion" . 

Thereafter Prof. Guha withdrew his motion. While doing 
so he declared in the House: 

"Today, I cannot express my gratitude to the Prime 
Minister because today ends a crusade that i n my humble 
way I was trying to conduct on behalf of the people of 
India at least to see that officially and leqally 
Netaji is not declared dead". 
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The auestion of authenticity of the ashes kept in the 
Renkoji Temple in Japan as those of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose remained inconclusive. As indicated by the then Prime 
Minister in the House the Government did not contemplate any 
fresh enquiry into the matter. It was, however, found that 
the point raised by Shri Guha in the speech in the House had 
been fully examined in the Home Ministry in the context of 
the Khosla Commission findings and no fresh grounds 
requiring further investigations by a new commission had 
been advanced by him. The matter was, therefore, placed 
before the CCPA with the following proposal: 

“The issue of Netaji death and bringing of ashes to 
India is surcharged with emotion. We have already had two 
enquiries on the disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose It has already been accepted that Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose died in the air crash on 13th August, 1945 at 
Taihoku. The Ministry of Home Affairs are, therefore, of 
the view that no useful purpose would be served by holding 
yet another enquiry or/by bringing the ashes back to India 
at present as this might create unnecessary tensions. '* 

The CCPA approved the proposal on 27th February, 1991 
and the matter was laid at rest. 

(d) Report of the Japanese Foreign Office: In a note 

verbale issued by the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
to the Embassy of India in Japan, dated January 31, 1956, 

the Foreign Office forwarded a report prepared by their 
Ministry on the cause of death and other matters related to 
late Subhash Chandra Bose. The investigation report 
incorporated the fact that Netaji Subha sh Cha ndr a 8ose died 
on August 18, 1945 at 7 ^pFT~ The report, inter alia, 

^TncTudecf sequence o? events leading to the sad demise of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, along with rough sketch map of 
the airport, aircraft, and the Taipei Army Hospital. This 
report wes taken into account bv both Shah Nawaz Committee 
and Khosla Commission of Inquiry. 

UNION CABINET DECISION OF FEBRUARY 8, 1995 

2. The Union Cabinet had considered on February 8, 1995, 

the question of bringing the mortal remains of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to India. While deferring 
a final decision, the Cabinet directed that the 
dependability of the arrangements in Japan should be 
properly examined and that a contingency plan for the proper 
upkeep of the mortal remains should be drawn up, and that 
our Ambassador in Tokyo be specif iciallv requested to look 
into these aspects. 
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present arrangements 

3. The ashes are currently kept in an urn on the riqht. 
side of the main altar in the Renko.ii Temple in the 
outskirts Tbut. within the city) of Tokyo tThe aTT shrines 
in Japan, there is no security except what is ensured by the 
reverence and respect shown by the Japanese towards 
religious places. The shrine is not exclusively devoted to 
the ashes of Netaii. and is visited by worshippers who do 
not necessarily qo there to pay respect to the ashes. 
Strengthening of security is not likely to be received 
kindly, as this is a place of worship open to all. 
Furthermore, any suggestion from us could well revive the 
occasional suggestions from the Japanese that we should take 
the ashes to India. 

4. The shrine is looked after by Rev - Yasufumi Mochizuki. 
whose father was the priest of the shrine earlier and had 
personally brought the ashes from Taipei about SO years ago 
Amongst the list of members of Neta.ii Subhash Chandra Rose 
Academy, he is the youngest and is 55 years old. Rev. 
Mochizuki appears to be auite happy to carry on the work of 
looking after the ashes and has told our Embassy that he has 
no intention of doing anything without the full consultation 
and approval of Japanese and Indian Governments. We donate 
Yen 600,000 annually, for the upkeep. It was felt that the 
contribution could perhaps be increased to Yen 1 million. 
As per PM’s directive dated 30th November, 1995, MEA 
processessed the proposal and have increased Government of 
India's annual contribution to the Renko.ii Temple in Tokyo 
from Yen 600,000/- to Yen One million. 

PRESSURE FOR REMOVAL OF ASHES TO INDIA 

5. Our Ambassador's impression is that such pressure as 

there is, comes chiefly from the associates of Netaii who 
are growing older and who feel a personal sense of 
responsibility for the ashes. They feel that after them, 
there miqht- be nobody to pay proper respect to the memory of 
Neta.ii. Even within the group, the main pressure is from 
older members . especially Mr Hayashi, Secretary of the Bose 
Academy. He is in poor health. At the memorial service on 
August 19, 1994 . Mr. Havshi had said that that would be the 

last memorial service "in keepinq with Buddhist tradition 
and practice". While it is not clear that there is any rule 
for discontinuance of the memorial service after 50 years, 
the younger members appear to be quite willing to carry on 
the memorial service although they would all be happy to see 
Neta.ii *s ashes repatriated to India with due honour and 
ce remony . 

6. Ambassador’s remarks on the '“present ar rangements" and 
“pressure for removal of ashes to India" were conveyed to 
the Home Secretary by Foreign Secretary in June, 1995. 
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VIEWS OF JAPANESE FOREIGN OFFICE 

7- (a) The Japanese Foreiqn Office has asked us whether, 

in view of the forthcoming 50th anniversary of Netaji *s 
death and the forthcoming centenary of his bi rthf January 23, 
1997), we propose to take the ashes back to India. This has 
been more in the nature of an inquiry than a suggestion. It 
is unlikely that the Foreign Office would do anything 
without consulting us and seeking our concurrence. 

EAM’S talks with Japanese Foreing Minister Kono 

(b) During EAM’s visit to Japan, Foreign Minister 
Yoheio Kono referred to the visit of EAM to Renko.ji temple 
on 8 September, 1995 and said that there were many Japanese 
who respected Netaji Bose, The background to the issue of 
Netaji ’s ashes was better understood when one notes that the 
people taking care of the ashes are getting old. But the 
issue remains unresolved. FMYK sought EAM’s candid 

assessment. EAM replied that it was one of the issues which 
India is addressing. The centenary celebration of Netaji 
was falling next year. Some family members, specially one 
of Netaji *s nephews, had raised strong objection to the 
takmq of ashes to India. He belongs to a political party 
which does not believe that Netaji died on that particular 
occasion. The Government’s earlier decision to award the 
Bharat Ratna to Netaji posthmously was challenged in the 
court on the ground that his death had not been clearly 
established. At the same time, however, there was an 
important section including INA veterans, which feels 
strongly that the ashes should be kept in a monument in 
India dedicated to Netaji. We are already talking to them. 
This month we are also continuing discussion with Netaji ’s 
relatives to resolve the issue, India is grateful to the 
Japanese Government and people for protecting the ashes for 
so long with reverence. FMYK said that many people in Japan 
have respect for Netaji and there was no inconvenience in 
keeping the ashes here. However, he personally felt that it 
would be better to return the ashes to his homeland and to 
his family. EAM said that India would give weight to the 
views of his daughter who was in favour of taking the ashes 
to India. In any case, the issue was expected to be 
resolved soon. 

STAND OF THE RUSSIAN FOREIGN OFFICE 

8. Ir\ a note verbale dated October 27 ._JJ35>5, the Ministry 
of ForeTqn Sf faTrs o? the Russian Federation, informed us 
that as a result of investigations carried out at the 
Central Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service 
of Russia, and the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal 
of Documents of Modern History, no information whatsoever 
has come to light on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the 
territory of the former USSR in 1945 and in subsequent 
years . 
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MEA/S SUGGESTIONS 

9. MEA suggested that in view of the widespread sentiments 

Netaji’s birth centenary in 1997 should be befittinqly 
commemorated, the ashes should be brought back to India with 
due respect and honour. This action would form part of the 
full public recognition of his role and contribution to 
India’s independence- In doing so, the following 

preparatory action was envisaged: 

i) Promotion of consensus in favour of burying the 
controversy and bringing back the ashes... public figures 
and others to be discreetly encouraged to make statements, 
including in Parliament, requesting the Government to bring 
back the ashes, or 

ii) A1 t.ernatively , establishment of a committee to 
commemorate Neta.ii’s birth centenary with participation of 
public figures of various political opinions who would give 
a call for bringing back the late leader’s ashes to India. 

MHA’S STAND 

10. Based on the inputs received from MEA and IB, it was 

felt that if a decision is taken to bring the ashes back to 
India, creation of favourable public opinion will be a 
crucial step in the realisation of this objective. Some 
members of the Bose family, particularly Shri Amiya Nath 
Bose, Neta.ji’s nephew, and individuals like Prof Samar Guha 
and members of the Forward Bloc, are not reconciled to the 
fact that Neta.ji died in the air crash at Taihoku. It 
would, therefore, be necessary to take members of Netaji’s 
family into confidence in the first place by convincing them 
of the genuineness of the ashes. The question of an 

appropriate memorial involving the mortal remains shall also 
have to be addressed in due course. 

PROPOSAL OF ASHIS C. RAY OF CNN 

11. Ashis C. Ray of CNN, who is the grandson of Netaii’s 
elder brother, visited Japan about a year ago and had met 
officials at the Foreign Office. On September 5, 1995, Shri 
Ray proposed to the Prime Minister, in a fax message, to 
direct conducting of a DNA test which may provide conclusive 
and incontrovertible scientific evidence as to whether the 
ashes at Renkoji Temple are Netaii’s or not. Further, he 
proposed that an international team of experts, one of whom 
could be from our DNA Centre at Hyderabad, be “entrusted 
with the job with a set of observers from the Bose family, 
the Forward Block, and such like" . He stated that a blood 
sample could be taken from a relative and bone particles 
from the ashes or a tooth (which is likely to exist in the 
urn on the basis of a claim made by Neta.ii’s ADC Col, 
Habibur Rahman), to carry out the tests. 
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Mr, Ashish Ray claimed that he learnt in November, 1995 
that Dr, Taneyoshi Yoshimi (The doctor who attended on 
Netaji Subhash Bose after the plane crash on August 18, 1945 
at Taihoku) was alive and with the help of a Japanese 
colleague interviewed him. In a published article in the 
Statesman on 12,12.95. Mr. Ashish Rav stated categorically 
that Netaji Subhash Bose died after being involved in a 
plane crash at Taihoku on August 18. 1945 and that Dr. 
Yoshimi confirmed to him having written the death 
certificate of Netaji Subhash Bose. 

VIEWS OF N ETA J I * S DAUGHTER 

12. Ms. Anita Pfaff, Netajji’s daughter from his German 
wife, had visited Delhi for discussions with other members 
of the family and been in touch with the Japanese Ambassador 
in Delhi in February 1995. She had also written to some 
associates of Netaji, including Hayashi. EAM met her in 
Germany in October 1995. During discussion with EAM, she 
expressed her willingness to go along with the proposal of 
bringing back the ashes to India but did not approve of the 
DN A test. — 


VIEWS OF OTHER IMPORTANT MEMBERS OF NETAJI *S FAMILY 

jj 13. While Dr. Sisir Bose supports the idea of bringing back 
ij the ashes. Late Amiya Nath Bose, Netaji *s nephew had been 
if the most vociferous skeptic of the air crash episode and 
[' had opposed any proposal of bringing back the ashes. 


14. This issues with the approval of the External 
Affairs Minister. 



(Salman Haidar) 
Foreign Seer eta ry 
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statement of implementation schedule 


Sub iect 


Proposal to bring the mortal remains of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to India. 


Gist of decision Projected benefits/ results 
required 


Time schedule or manner 
of implementations/ 
reporting to Cabinet 
Secretariat 


A decision is 
required to be 
taken urgently 
as to what is 
to be done with 
the mortal 
remains of 
Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose 
now kept in 
Renkoji Temple 
"n Japan. 


To forestall a crisis in 
birth centenary year of 
Netaji in case India is 
asked to take charge of 
the mortal remains of 
Netaji by Japanese 
Government and /pressure 
groups of Bose Academy. 


To be decided as per 
directions of the 
Cabi net 


(SALMAN HAIDAR) 
FOREIGN SECRETARY 




TOTOfaa 


q. 25 / 4/qq fat 3Ft(wt) 
fafaW TOITO 
^ RWW 


faffaqror fa foq ffarofat 



ffaTOT fawfat W WW faq fa Wlfa^F 3Fpjtfa 

Wt WWW 3 WTO Wlfa WT TOWW I 


fawfat % wtfaq 3r^T5m 3$ wr el^q'Y ^ fatq sroqfat fa v£ fq t 1 faw fat fa 

wMq TOM fat WTO WTO Wlfa fa ffafa WTOcF fawfat fa qffaffafa fat 3TR fa WTO 3ffW TOW t \ 

WctT^T % fa qfWfa TOtfW qtt^t3FKqrafatfaTOfat wTO t ffa fawfat fa Wlffaq 3FWfafat wt 
wro wfa fat ffapfawrfa wrfat fa 1 fa faqr q?^ wqfa t fa wrfa ww faqi fart toito wfat to 
W faW fa fawfat fat ^=gfcT fa fafacT TOWFT fa qfa I TO TOffarfa fa fa fat STfa^TT^T WfaTO TOJTO 
??fa ffaiTT WTO WFW ^ t, ffaslTOR faq 3FTOfat fa qffaT fat WW fat 3fa[ TOWF qWTOW fat fatW 
qfat TOW fa I TOfa 3#RTO ffafajF qfat fat wt WTW fa ffaTOTO, 1995 fa WTO % ffafatT qfat fa 
qFT 3ft|fat TOW fa Wf WfT W ffa fa FFT W W^fa fa ffa fawfat % wfaf 3fWfaF Wifat 

TO.faffa WTO WW? TOlfa fafawt fat qtTOfT JwftR TOW I TO% 3MW to fat qwwn fa fa site 
SFWIWfa TO Wt Wf W? qwfat t fa TO fawfat % Wlffaq 3TTOtfaf fat qWTOt WT wffaTO TO^ TO 
fa I TOT# % wfar TOfafa Wt faW^lfa Wl WffaWl TO^I Wifa fa TOWiq WTOT WTO % ffaq jqffaw 

qfat qtw i igfaq faww fa wffaq srwfafa fa qfar fa ffa tot wror fa, to wt fa towto ffafaq 
faw ?1w i 

qro^jffa fwwfat: ffaffaro faTOf 3fa; ffawrfa to rrowfa wf fwwl^i 

I fawfa fa faro WF WTOl WTOT3Ff fa WfaF faW fa I g*5 TOfaFW 3^ ^fWSWY ^ I?F WcF 

to qwfaw faror ?tww ^ fa wft wto^f towi faw is toto, 1945 wjtot ^toi ir 

f 3TT W I 

(w) W? TOM qfacf ^ faro; TOW ^ W4 TO W?cF TOWR ^ 5 3FTOf, 1956 wt qw%r 

qfafe fagror ^ sft faq farofafari w^ wror 3^ to to wto towit fat fati£ fa?r qfar wr 
wiq fafa tot w 1 faYfajfci'fa farfat wro 3 www qwra ww wte 16 3ttot, 1945 fa 3 htoto 
wwfw ^ tofiw fq fa wgww f^few ^ towt tofwfto ^ 3fa; T 3 qfa ww wr toetto^i totft tot' 
to fafaq 2 1 fa wfro 3 m fa^pfa to qffa fa fanfat fat few is toto, 1945 fat wtor 
ffaroT *r wrofa (wito) fa f f fa 1 ?rorifa qfafat w? tom ww 3 ^ qq.qq. faw fa iq ftfat 
TO TOWTO faq fa #FF fat F^fi xFS faq fa ?q fawfa fa 3RFffafa TOTO fat fat 3fa 3FW% 


t 
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aras# ft# % 3ft fa i iraiffa ^9 arai# far fafaffa fat ft# ^r wft nR fa fan 
«n fa# tosr 3 *rfro fat ft# fat #ft>R 3R f#n «n i 

(«) #toi fafa an#: aro ^ ^ ^rt $ rto ig rto fa ffa #rfa % ffaR % # fa 

to# rt to ^r# fa toto 3 ?fa fa #t ft fa, to is to# fa 3 # anfa fafa fa faq iiw # 

fa ^fa Tfat fa, fa fa# ffa fa#T ¥TOR ft ftcflfa faTOT to=£ # fa tor f t # fa # fa II 

^it, 1 970 fa fa°P *i<Wr4ft fan 3#ftr =Pl ’ISH f#I 8(T | TOR TOR TOTOrR % tHlftl^cxl W* 

tor#t fa fa. fa. faron fa i?? 3rfan to ifwi toto ftp* f#t to nr i 3n# rrr, «#, 
##, ffa#R, nfafati, #tfa ftRcHin 3# cn#R to «n to TOift 224 TOfa fa guro fa fa 
(ftl# IOC fat w fa 5Tlf# t ftl# ftftfa fa giRTt? fa fa fa) I 3TRft % ¥TO % fa fa 
fat w fa #4 # cpe#4 fa fan fa ’it fa i 34 # fat ftron to trfRr ftp facnfa fa 

leg #ftf fa is 3 pi*ct, 1945 fa mgro faro fa ft fa i tow^ ft ?e ft# to ffatrc 

f#t «tT cRT TO# ft*# fa VfaepR TOC f#T ®TT I 3TRft fa ft# TOT fa # ## fa fang 

5TTTOT 3 ffacTOR, 1 974 fa fafa? % faftt TOfa % TO# <TU® W «TI I 

fa) fa faTfa RRTTR TOt, fafafa faTOR ?RT TO# fa# # ft# % # ^T cTrW#T f#5l ’St 

T^T 4rd # ft# 19 #, 1966 % tR> ^PT =51 ^< u l I 

#T W ^TTRT t fa 3IIf »RR ## fa TO Sfefa % 3PR ^1^ fa #r #ci 
fa. 4. fa# fa ffacFSR, 1945 fa Rf «TcMT fa # cbHI^i R3 i fa#T ^HTFS, 

fa4 fa ysnRR fa 3TZR fa#T ### #1RT fa ft#RT fa Rf 3T#[ {#1 «TT fa SRlfal 

^«TR # fa ffaR # ^ fa # fa fafa fa 4fa 4^# RI ^RT ^T# I 3#lfa ^ 

#T fat 3)ft HR# fa# fafe^IfafatfTfa#t4fafn ft# fat trep # ft# fat # 

'3HCri«4 +<[ fa RItjfa I >3#1fa # ftfalcL fat n[=P fact ^fRct fat cRR## tK°hK fat (*TT fat fttfttfa 

###, STR^T fa ft#RT fat JTT ### faR, # ft#t fa ffafaSTR fat) # fa fa I 

VRctl# facfaT 3T5rRfa 1942-47’ fa 5 RtT 5R fa ?R fit fa#FR 5RT mk IcR# 

fat f#3T 27 fa#fa, 1978 RT 9^f I fait W#t «f>T JTRR t ’ fafa 3T# 

3tffa#gRR fat faftt fat fa 3fR ^tfat far? ^T fait 3#RTlf# ft# #t t 3# fa RFRT f ffa # 
?tfa; fa #fa fafta fa W T lct fa faftR #R, 4 fa #R cRT Tfafat ¥41# fa TO ¥RcT 
3# # fa c^nfat W1\ 3Tt#lfa fa TO fa #¥T fa, fa arqfa tTc{T ft #S 3flfa ^T ^R 1R 

#RTf ’ fa 18 3PI# 1945 fat WtR f#=tT m f#TR fa fttfa ftRT t ft# fa»tm faW fat 
frj ft fat I 


g^TOT fa fa^^tfa ¥f fat W fa ffa 1956 fa #5 #ffafti#i RRR #T TO 
ftlfa TO4H #TOT fat 4fa 4Rfa ^1 #1 RI «TT CRT fT#fa #51 #1 m 3# fat m ¥¥¥ 

o o 

f ftp # fan# t # fa fatftro fan fa t #r m factffaftnt^r fa 3ro ^rt. 67 Wft 

ft# n#t fa ftffa ^tM TO «n, fa <¥ fa 3TT?cRfa fa ffa facTlfat fat facf ¥TTOR 

ffaro fa ft fa i ?g¥icTfaft?fafaft Riroftt fa '3i#R ¥^tfa fat #t nrf? t, Rffa fat 

3ftrai 3# fa# 4 ^nfat t ffa fact! fat TOR ?FZ fat f rfa ^FcR fa WTR |#R fa ft fat t 
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©. 25/4/fa© fat 

ffarsi 


ffa© fa© ©51 3 ©# W f#©T fa ©fa tlan ©[•tR 0 # fa 3 S <a^ 3 fa 3 #t ©R©© 
ctlf#© 23 3 RI©© fa faffa© ©fa ©fa ©t I© 1 © faf©R© fa I I 3 RR© % ©© cR ©RT© | 31 ©f© ©^ fa© 

©fa fg fa ©1© ffa© # i 

©fa >k?rt fatm fa ffa p.fa. fas©© fat fat # ffa©ifafa’ % #a©5 t, fan ffafa si©5i 
% ©-S fa© ©fa j<r$ ©# tfa©5R ©# t, ©©r ©© fa 3rq^fr ffa©i© fa© # fa ©t ©©fa# fat 
3jfafa©Tnrc % ©fa s©©rr fafa fa i 

(©) fat ©©t *p fa 3 3 T©Rf, 1977 ©fa #tRf©T fa ip W fa© ©R% ©t©Ht fa ©? ©#© ffa©T 

©t fa ©? farnfat % w fat ©fa ©z©i ©fa p fa: 3 ©f© ©# % f# g©> fat© ©stfat© ©rat© 

©51 TOR ©fa I 1© ©*©(© m 1977 fa ©©T 1 978 fa fat ffat©R fa ©©f ft fat I 28 3RR©, 1978 
©# ©©I©gfat fa ©5© fa ?©©#© ©5# p fat© R# 3^TR g© ^S©© f#5©T ©I I 

fan# wt ©p fag ©tt ©vRjjtnr % f# prS ©rt % stti© 18 3 rr©, 1945 ©# 
grcfaf)' s©fa # fa w©fa |#©t fa t©©fa fac© fat *§r©t fa ©fa© fa fa ©r ©t© fat ©t t - wfat 
©r fa©t ©©<?* ^ ©©1© fat ©eqrsj©T fa ©fe© ©ffaf© si© ©©t s©tt ©r ©©1© 3 ^r ^miti© 
fa fa©#©© ©gi©fat© fa fa. fa ©fa^n fat 3 t©©si©i fa p ©©© 4 t© 'in© srpfarg sri 1 qwfa fat# 
fat ©p© ft# fa cRT fa ©1WF fa ft© fat © 5 R far ©fat ©WtI©T ©T ©© fa 3© fat ftfafa fa f# 5 |fa 
P f#©faf fat q©l©aRn fa gg© fa <©#© ©©51TT ?,qq© faf[ ©lfat ifat fa ©©I tSffaf fa ©R©t fa 

ffaf#© gwTRfafa f#nftfa fafa nt t 1 aift ric^ifafa gwrfa ^nfafa fa gqg©? it 

n© t 1 br ©©13# cRj ffagfafafa 3 #?: ffa©ni fat fafat p gg©iR ?g ©rt fat gfa©nr ©Rfa fa 

tfaRFcf ©Rfa t ffa ^fafat tfa^ffa ffafag©; t 1 #t fa© gg$R ©g gpg ©Rfa fa ffa 31R 
©r© ©r©i© fa fatfa ffa©© ©fat©© ?^t ©fat fafan 1 jfa faffa© fa ffa fat ^g ©©fa© ©it fa*# p fat 
©Rifat© ffa© 3 Rfa 1 © fafliq fat ©iffa© fa fafa 1 

l©fai farm© j#. *^ T ^ 3 n©n fa©r© ©m© fa ffaqi 1 fa©i ©r# p ©?fatfa ©©© fa ©? 

©tfati fat 


’3R© fa fair©# fai 3 h©r sq©© ©fat ©r ©fa©T ©niffa #fa fa©r jffan ^©I'n §©7 ffa© 
fa ©© © fa© ©o faffa©q© ©R© © R 17 ©R© fa fat 7 # fat ©R © 3ptfa ffa©© ©T© © ©Rf© faf J©n© 

fat t?T fa ffa ©tffafaiRfa fat ©t ©fa ©n©fa fat ©t fa©ifat ©it p ©Iffa© ©©t ffafa ritt’ 

©Tfa© © t©fa)fat ©fa©t © tfa ©if# 3T©fa©t fat ©l©lffafa©T fa ©it © ©f jrt© 3t©t 
3iffaifi© © ffa ©©r © 3i©fa© ©©t fa ©fa© ©©* ©t© fa fa t fan ffa ©cfaifa© ©fa©gfa © ©©© © 
©RTT t ffa ©TfaR fa y© ffa©© fa ©fa 3fa fap© ©© ©T©fa© ©fa ffa©I fa I ©©iffa ©ii ©I©[ ©qi ©I 
ffa fa SRI ©©*1 fa ©T©°I fa ©Rin Rt JfaST ©3T©1 ©©I ©I ©©fat #RTT 3n©t© fa ffaspfa fa 
©ftfa?-'© fa ©©Itt© fa fafa'fa^t Rf© fat fa ©fa 3#© ©-fat fa fafa ©fa p 3[]©R ©faf SfalT fa R©Tfa 

ffafat ©fa 3n©i© sri 3fat © : fa rp© ©r# fat 3tT©©zfaR©i #t© pft fat 1 igffafa 1 © ©rfat fat gffaw 
©fa ©R#tf©©T ©TRfatf fa^ ©fgf© fa ©g^f tfagfclf# fat©T© fa ©1© ©*©T ©©[ aJT I 


-4~ , - ^7\ 25/4/S ; 

uvJ 


ft. 3ft. { qi^l gtra-qV, 

■ftfesi w.™ 


"^nTft ft 
>i rut s.rr I i 

V • v 

4T7 oifq- <m U N 

Vo 


4T4 rit?T 3'ft crTfsfe HL.^ff 't 1T*< fTT-i RT UTUrfT 5H. UT3lf 

C- v 

§H rRIT ft JMTO 4 'u ft?" % *11X5 ett t i sii Y Ult eft ft 
el 4t fftRT? IfUT QT ga.T t ft nuT ft 4«TM tF> ®t?i ft 


UrT 18 3FfiFrf, 1945 ft q!44Tn StdnT t »; L; T I 


SFfiW TfL TOT TO 


RT US fq^TT % ft T?$ ^T? ff? SITU Urnt 3WE.T gti TO4 3ot PTftfe 3®^lt’ ft 


3TT?n PTfqTi cTlt t ftg fh^j jwtsin Sn off itdT 'cfffff S?% 3FiTq3 UR dHTU 
tqT it oRciT 4 I " 

Tiffs d ft TTUftfciR UTfffY ft c.lV'ui t 27 W’t ft, 1991 Sit 1H ^TdTr 
RT jfdVtcfR TRU T LJT 3ft 7 go 41 Un st fiUTCn R7 ft? . T 44 f ? 47 I 

Vfl 


m GiTqTn t. fql'ji 0.T4frl4_-£T_fTTtq: 


Ci'RT'l 


YciqSl URTRU qTTT 414 To t 
X ‘-it 


fVtTd 4T < n t n'd'driTL TF ft -.Tift 


3 1 0144 rig 1956 q5 4T3 c,Wi &T7T fftd RTufclU f Tq.^TU U^ ft r ft U‘cU 
iff E50IL OUT cTcflSlft 3F4 44 Y Cf< DlPo 4“ 1 r!U TV! tWTT W i&ft ’ft I 


■ffi uifcf ftffti f 43 3TcT 5-fr dlfiri ul ff rTdTft gSTHI "> t ft UcU 18 3FTPi 
1945 ft FiTU 7 pt cj iff I go fwto Y jFU 3T f t f-Tq-HTM tnT ft gtfnl 

eff?i ft qFTq 4?U f f v UdUTRU jfj ? g4Tg igt , BT44T-, n^T cTl^MTs V-. 
jffqfiTFi t -..tl $1 TO jTTtgq f| MTI §4 f 7Cft ' 4T 311 H *u T -■. ?rftfh riUl 

atfinT '-ITT mt4 qt ; if ti ft f : 4T UT! 


, I 99 > qH 


v. . 


U M 


> n 


'^T 


2. %-cfhE? 4tg4sin t 8 q»tqff, 1995 ®t tcTTOft sPc, -1 • t qrf?fc -f v 

qit 01T4TT t srrra iiTo t 4THn 4T tqTI T ft4T qi I 3ffrTO fdfr t 3TTr ~X N 

• - ^ t ffbl fqTT UT 1% OjiqTo t* q^uf ft fq?4n4tTcTT ft CfftT 

aff GiT? jffT 4g ff 4Tf?fc jiqtltff t 3~ff[TT TZHTR t f(W 3TP6fHl*' ft^TT rUTTT 
ft 5>,T¥, nm 41 If fta-qt ^ 14T> rroicjn tl ffellfl 3Fiftq f?4T 4 Tv ff t 4 

?wft creRff ft - J fu t i 

VO 


cfcfciTT tTaTyT 

3. qrtife ffctiq strut f srsft sm% smt tt|WNt uff;T t* qug trt 

t STfet fl TO jftq 5>?51 t* ill |V el OiTOlU t 3F4 fcrft UUT T^rff ^ ^ifft 

Zfgf qT Rtf JTt.1T SnRTT ngf t nqrtuf S’TTT UTtfe 7^41 uf RT TO4TU 

3ft? irrer ffuT sitht ci ut quT tmr 3nF4 vq f tni ft t qrf-fe Hotrtt t fsv 


wtffT Uef t nUi Sf. §01T T^lrJ f jilt oft 3U 1 rtf I f fiW ell T qrf^fc jiutn 
t qf.i JfTq< 4iTQ RTUT jHuSTU) OwT c I IT ^F- T 741rl Tt ' , TSJT m! PflT 

olf ft'UT RT ?iRST £ 'c'iif ft 4t VSi UT ttfs ; oUR % Sit 4 'ft t tt? HrTT eTT 1 1 
3TfHfrm qfq 64 Rtf filTR ?Y ft sfo RTUlltuf gTTT F-X *•• 4 '• 1 ~ F 


rft orrs q ; 4Tt bV, ta lu qrftfc jiutuf tf tt ? n >- rt? i 
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jj fl. 25 / 4 /Wi ft/i - 

ftfca ftjm 


4 . sh q^T wi sY agsiiri Y<? ziTfwfr ul u ' *T %* f ^ v -ftrrr q§Y irs q- 1 

?q*T ¥ qoiTfr Y 3 ^T % ifT l' «T3TR W5 qfQ nTTYtY Y 1 :TT< PR ‘TTfjfa 

3HJ$fcJ nT? ?-il ip£ PI % ?>c;'c©f SY rTl © ' Tk|Y S 4 3 Ji % 6 3 TrT 

3-4 55 n£ e I Y<- . mmf ftftnft - T fife jfcM ft IWTV ST f mt Y T 

If 3 -cTY g*fi SuT&Tfi ft WW- T 1 fs GITqpfl T SlY? tfTYrffa TTSTff % qTTflsfi ftfX 

C' 

ajp^ cF % fsRT cT-r J <?rr£ - V SY /© 4ST qgf 1 1 iU £=? TrfSfa 3WW % T^TSTcr 

' s- ftw 6 u 0, 000 2r grflfc enr© YY e i ss wem 1 W tot fs mr tYf-chr sY 

I fl-rfr-W © nS <4fT4T ST4 I OtTPi TSY % 30 •WWgT, 1995 % "F ,Y*n TfiTT "fbc:31 

mrc-Hi Y wt\ tthY q< siffeTs ft % jitt rtwf Y* Y^sY ^Y tfftrr ft stth htstt 
st crrfils eYtot© 600,000 Y© Y ^.t s? 1 fYffeP Y© st ttst % 1 
VriTSY % qrft5c jiEilFif *sY ftTTri ST© QF <3?f 

-P_ «P» — — * •*- ■*****- ~~ — P* — — — * ~l ^ 

5. gJifV TTSgcT ST 4T©©T % 1% Yr 7 C^ST3[ 004 TT n YoiT S7 ^ figq^Tfr tY § Tenet 

Te tf aft- q. Ftn viT tY % ftl sY TTfefa 3f ^ $ tt fflft ^q-f^FTOT fW^T ^ 
Fn?;rl f I c; WR5T Ci ¥ Is' 3F% m Ti SX&ft oftt ?TWTR C& fcTfiT ^ R 

■^-TTI ncTFTI % rTSoYtr^Y % rTS m ft ft 3ff^ TfiZFQ e d’-g] S : jltT r 

q sTFT OjT Tt T t' fcf^ltj TT r v?t fcOiTTft" SI 3^"T ( , ‘-Tt" ^t"r 3F T ti'Ml © fi PdO 
-¥l 3nST TciTTtTi oTS ^et cl I 93FTf1, 1994 ■ % . ^oVf?^r{ ?fMT % 3FTT - X 
ft gUTf-t n SOT qi fT"aU; ffTOilT ftx ' 4'T © 3PITTT" 5TTTT aVffW 
TfTT gVfri : .’■ : ... F . 5 Tef 1 ft 50 - -F; ^^fTUrT frf^?T sY ft ST© 

st sYlf fn©4 %i ¥tt ^cftn c'tOT % It tut ©e>4 rft-c ft tttT T#i 

l ^gn gTfeffi 6 STSTfS ©rHufr © IfoW s’T 3^3n ?fW{TT jFTT ' BUTT^H % TT 9 4 

TiTI^ ift^T? 3!Tn r. ft crO^riT iWl 

6. "qcfirR clfqTqT " 300? "q"^-© ^^Toff ©Y ^TTri pI ST© Y fcW cSTcf’Y ?MU 

TTS4C1 TY jFFFFtT Y Pi, 1995 ¥ ftftl rf T ITTT Te FTfSq sY 3tTO STT fcFT 

^T4T MTi 

STTPI Y fciYsi 45. Tn© Y fBOlT 


7^11 


sttt© % ftft] mjm © stY tot % f wr YfttsY st soft 


riqT 3 ©ST S~© SictTScfT ^ <i3 STqTT, I997|©Y Y<it. tT 3©TY 3i"fV qOT fli Trf STTT 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 


NOTE FOR THE CABINET 


Subject. : Proposal to brinq the mortal remains of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from Japan to 
India . 


The mortal remains of Netaji are now kept in the Rose 
Academy in Tokyo. The pressure to return the ashes comes 
chiefly from the associates of Netaji, who are qrowina older 
and who feel a personal sense of responsibility for the 
ashes. They feel that after them, there miqht be nobody to 
pay proper respect to the memory of Netaji. Even within the 
qroup, the main pressure is from older members, especially 
Mr. Hayashi . Secretary of the Bose Academy, who is in poor 
health. Besides. Foreiqn Minister V. Kono durinq his 
meetinq with EAM in September 1995, had conveyed that he 
personally felt that it would be better to return the ashes 
to his homeland and to his family. In addition, there is a 
possibility that India may be asked by the Bose Academy to 
take charge of the mortal remains of Netaji- It would not 
be possible for India to refuse to take possession of the 
mortal remains. Therefore, a decision is required to be 
taken urgently as to what is to be done with these mortal 
remains . 

BACKGROUND NOTE : VARIOUS REPORTS AND OPPOSITION TO 

CONCLUSIONS DRAWN 

1. Netaji *s death is an issue surcharged with 
emotions. The issue of whether he actually died in the 
plane crash of August 18, J945, at Taihoku. has been 
questioned by some individuals and organiza tions . 

(a) Shah Nawaz Committee Report: In response to a 
public demand, the Government of India appointed a 3-member 
committee on April 5, 1956. "to inquire into and report to 
the Government of India on the circumstances concerning the 
departure of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from Banqkok about 
the 16th August . 1945, his alleged death as a result of an 
aircraft accident, and subsequent developments therewith". 
The Committee©, by a majority of 2:1, came to the conclusion 
that Netaji died in the air crash at Taihoku (Taiwan) on 
August 18. 1945. While S/Shri Shah Nawaz Khan and S.N. 
Maitra. siqned the report, Shri Suresh Chander Bose 
disagreed with this conclusion and submitted a dissenting 
report. Although the report of the Committee was 
considerabl v devalued by this dissent, the majority report 
was accepted by the Government. 
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( b ) Khosla Commission of Inquiry: In view of 

widespread feeling amongst the public that the problem of 
finding the truth about Netaji’s death still remains, and 
there has been a persistent demand for a further inquiry 
into the matter, the Central Government instituted on July 
11, 1970, one-man Commission of Inquiry into disappearance 
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. Shri G.D. Khosla, retired 
Chief Justice of Punjab High Court, was appointed as sole 
member. The Commission visited Japan, Burma, Thailand, 
Singapore, Malaysia, South Vietnam and Taiwan and examined 
224 witnesses (including 100 examined abroad). A large 
number of files and documents produced before the 
Commission, were examined. The Commission arrived at the 
same conclusion that Netaii died in the air crash at Taihoku 
on August 18, 1945. The Cabinet considered this report and 
accepted the findings. The report of the Commission, along 
with the memorandum of action taken thereon, was laid on the 
Table of both the Houses of Parliament on September 3, 1974. 


c) Extract of a letter dated 19th June, 1966 written 
by Shah Nawaz Khan , M. P to the then Foreign 
Secretary Shri S, Du 1 1. abou.t. .Co 1 .......Fi.ggess * s report 

During the course of his evidence before the Shah Nawaz 
Committee in Tokyo, one Col. J.G. Figqess is reported to 
have stated in September 1945 that he had received orders in 
September 1945 from either the Headquarters of Supreme 
Allied Commander S.E. Asia Command, Kandy or the Director of 
Military Intelligence India, asking him to carry out 
enquiries in Tokyo and Formosa to ascertain the truth about 
the story of the death of Netaii Subhash Chandra Bose. 
These enquiries were carried out by him and Col. Figqess was 
positive that a copy of this report would be available with 
the British Government. He has also sent a copy of his 
report, to the then Government of IndiaCeither the Director 
of Military Intelligence, GHQ India or the Director of 
Intelligence Branch. New Delhi. 

High Commissioner’s reference dated 27th February, 1978 
to Lord Mountbatten after the publication of the classified 
document called "The Transfer of Powers 1942-47". Lord 
Mountbatten stated the following "My archives have been 
searched and there is no official record of his death and I 
know that this doubt was shared by Wavell himself but in a 
book , "The End of the War in Asia" by Louis Allen, who served 
as a Japanese language officer in India and Burma during and 
at the end of the war, he described in detail the air crash 
on the 18th August 1945 in which Chandra Bose died. 
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In this book he also states that in 1956 a mission was 
sent to Japan to enquire into the crash and although Suresh 
Bose still stuck to the belief that his brother was alive in 
the Soviet Union, other members of the mission were 
convinced by the evidence of the 67 witnesses who were 
called, that he had died in the crash- The fact that he has 
never surfaced any where to mv knowledge makes it appear 
more than ever clear he was in fact killed in the crash. 

The letter you quote from Vol.VI of "The Transfer of 
Power" is dated the 23rd August but it is reply to a letter 
written on the 11th August by Sir Evan Jenkins, that is- 
seven days before Chandra Rosens death- 

H.V. Hocfson. author of "The Great Divide", appears to 
accept without question the death of Chandra Bose, and he 
had access to the papers in my archives when preparing to 
write his book- 

d) Shri Samar Guha moved a Motion in Lok Sabha on 
August 3. 1977, urging the Government to set up a 3-man 
commission for conducting a fresh inquiry into the mystery 
of the disappearance of Netaji.The motion was discussed at 
lenqth in 1977 and also in 1978. On the 28th August, 1978 
the Prime Minister intervening in the debate observed: 

"There have been two enquiries into the report of the 
death of Neta.ji Subhas Chandra Bose in the ail — crash on 
18th August, 1945 at Taihoku airfield during his ail — 
journey to Manchuria, one by a Committee presided over 
by Ma.j- General Shah Nawaz Khan and the second by a one- 
man Commission of Inquiry headed by Shri G-D. Khosla, 
retired Judge of the Puniab High Court- The majority 
report of the first Committee and Shri Khosla held the 
report of the death as true- Since then, reasonable 
doubts have been cast on the correctness of the 
conclusions reached in the two reports and various 
important cont radictions in the testimony of witnesses 
have been noticed- Some further contemporary official 
documentary records have also become available- In the 
liqht of those doubts and cont radictions and those 
record s Government find it difficult to accept that the 
earlier conclusions are decisive- At the same time 
Government feels that no useful purpose would be served 
by having any further inquiry- I hope that in the 
light of this statement my Hon. friend will withdraw 
his motion". 

Thereafter Prof- Guha withdrew his motion. While doing 
so he declared in the House: 

"Today, I cannot express my gratitude to the Prime 
Minister because today ends a crusade that in my humble 
way I was trying to conduct on behalf of the people of 
India at least to see that officially and legally 
Netaji is not declared dead". 
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The question of authenticity of the ashes kept in the 
Renko.ii Temple in Japan as those of Netaii Subhash Chandra 
Bose remained inconclusive- As indicated by the then Prime 
Minister in the House the Government did not contemplate any 
fresh enquiry into the matter- It was, however, found that 
the point raised by Shri Guha in the speech in the House had 
been fully examined in the Home Ministry in the context of 
the Khosla Commission findings and no fresh grounds 
requiring further investigations by a new commission had 
been advanced by him- The matter was, therefore, placed 
before the CCPA with the following proposal: 

"The issue of Neta.ji’s death and bringing of ashes to 
India is surcharged with emotion- We have already had two 
enquiries on the disappearance of Netaii Subhash Chandra 
Bose, It has already been accepted that Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose died in the air crash on 18th August, 1945 at 
Taihoku- The Ministry of Home Affairs are, therefore, of 
the view that no useful purpose would be served by holding 
yet another enquiry or/ by brinqinq the ashes back to India 
at present as this miqht create unnecessary tensions." 

The CCPA approved the proposal on 27th February, 1991 
and the matter was laid at rest. 

(d) Report of the Japanese Foreign Office: In a note 
verbale issued bv the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
to the Embassy of India in Japan, dated January 31, 1956, 

the Foreign Office forwarded a report prepared by their 
Ministry on the cause of death and other matters related to 
late Subhash Chandra Bose. The investigation report 
incorporated the fact that Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose died 
on August 18, 1945 at 7 PM- The report, inter alia, 
included sequence of events leading to the sad demise of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, alonq with rouqh sketch map of 
the airport, aircraft, and the Taipei Army Hospital, This 
report wes taken into account by both Shah Nawaz Committee 
and Khosla Commission of Inquiry. 

UNION CABINET DECISION OF FEBRUARY 8, 1995 

2. The Union Cabinet had considered on February 8, 1995, 

the question of brinqinq the mortal remains of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to India- While defernnq 
a final decision, the Cabinet directed that the 
dependabil i ty of the arrangements in Japan should be 
properly examined and that a contingency plan for the proper 
upkeep of the mortal remains should be drawn up, and that 
our Ambassador in Tokyo be specif icial ly requested to look 
into these aspects. 


PRESENT ARRANGEMENTS 

3. The ashes are currently kept. In an urn on the right 
side of the main altar in the Renkoji Temple in the 
outskirts (but within the city) of Tokyo. Like all shrines 
in Japan, there is no security except what is ensured by the 
reverence and respect shown by the Japanese towards 
religious places. The shrine is not exclusively devoted to 
the ashes of Neta.ji, and is visited by worshippers who do 
not necessarily go there to pay respect to the ashes. 
Strengthen! ng of security is not likely to be received 
kindly, as this is a place of worship open to all. 
Furthermore, any suggestion from us could well revive the 
occasional suggestions from the Japanese that we should take 
the ashes to India. 

4. The shrine is looked after by Rev. Yasufumi Mochizuki, 
whose father was the priest of the shrine earlier and had 
personally brought the ashes from Taipei about 50 years aqo. 
Amongst the list of members of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
Academy, he is the youngest and is 55 years old. Rev. 
Mochizuki appears to be quite happy to carry on the work of 
looking after the ashes and has told our Embassy that he has 
no intention of doing anything without the full consultation 
and approval of Japanese and Indian Governments. We used to 
donate Yen 600,000 annually, for the upkeep- It was felt 
that the contribution could perhaps be increased to Yen 1 
million. As per PM’s directive dated 30th November, 1995. 
MEA processessed the proposal and have increased Government 
of India’s annual contribution to the Renkoji Temple in 
Tokyo from Yen 600.000/'- to Yen One million. 

PRESSURE FOR REMOVAL OF ASHES TO INDIA 

5. Our Ambassador’s impression is that such pressure as 
there is, comes chiefly from the associates of Netaji who 
are growing older and who feel a personal sense of 
responsibility for the ashes. They feel that after them, 
there miaht be nobody to pay proper respect to the memory of 
Netaji- Even within the group, the main pressure is from 
older members, especially Mr. Hayashi , Secretary of the Bose 
Academy. He is in poor health. At the memorial service on 
August 19, 1994. Mr. Hayshi had said that that would be the 
last memorial service "in keeoina with Buddhist tradition 
and practice". While it is not clear that there is any rule 
for discontinuance of the memorial service after 50 years, 
the younger members appear to be quite willing to carry on 
the memorial service although they would all be happy to see 
Netaji’s ashes repatriated to India with due honour and 
ceremony. 

6. Ambassador’s remarks on the "present arrangements 1 ' and 
"pressure for removal of ashes to India" were conveyed to 
the Home Secretary by Foreign Secretary in June, 1995. 


VIEWS OF JAPANESE FOREIGN OFFICE 


7. (a) The Japanese Foreian Office has asked us whether, 
in view of the forthcoming 50th anniversary of Netaji ’s 
death and the forthcominq centenary of his bi rthf January 23, 
1997), we propose to take the ashes back to India. This has 
been more in the nature of an inquiry than a suqqestion. It 
is unlikely that the Foreiqn Office would do anything 
without consultinq us and seeking our concurrence. 

EAM’S talks with Japanese Foreing Minister Kono 

(b) During EAM’s visit to Japan, Foreign Minister 
Yoheio Kono referred to the visit of EAM to Renkoji temple 
on 8 September. 1995 and said that there were many Japanese 
who respected Netaji Bose. The background to the issue of 
Netaji’s ashes was better understood when one notes that the 
people taking care of the ashes are getting old. 8ut the 
issue remains unresolved. FMYK sought EAM’s candid 
assessment, EAM replied that it was one of the issues which 
India is addressing. The centenary celebration of Netaji 
was falling next year. Some family members, specially one 
of Netaji’s nephews, had raised strong objection to the 
taking of ashes to India. He belongs to a political party 
which does not believe that Netaji died on that particular 
occasion. The Government’s earlier decision to award the 
Bharat Ratna to Netaji posthmously was challenged in the 
court on the ground that his death had not been clearly 
established. At the same time, however, there was an 
important section including INA veterans, which feels 
strongly that the ashes should be kept in a monument in 
India dedicated to Netaji. We are already talking to them. 
This month we are also continuing discussion with Netaji’s 
relatives to resolve the issue. India is grateful to the 
Japanese Government and people for protecting the ashes for 
so long with reverence. FMYK said that many people in Japan 
have respect for Netaji and there was no inconvenience in 
keeping the ashes here. However, he personally felt that it 
would be better to return the ashes to his homeland and to 
his family. EAM said that India would give weight to the 
views of his daughter who was in favour of taking the ashes 
to India. In any case, the issue was expected to be 
resolved soon. 

STAND OF THE RUSSIAN FOREIGN OFFICE 

8. In a note verbale dated October 27, 1995, the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, informed us 
that as a result of investigations carried out at the 
Central Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service 
of Russia, and the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal 
of Documents of Modern History, no information whatsoever 
has come to light on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the 
territory of the former USSR in 1945 and in subsequent 
years . 
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MEA s S SUGGESTIONS 

9. MEA suggested that in view of the widespread sentiments 

Neta.ji’s birth centenary in 1997 should be befittingly 
commemorated, the ashes should be brought back to India with 
due respect and honour. This action would form part of the 
full public recognition of his role and contribution to 
India’s independence. In doing so, the following 

preparatory action was envisaged: 

i) Promotion of consensus in favour of burying the 
controversy and brinqinq back the ashes... nubile figures 
and others to be discreetly encouraged to make statements, 
including in Parliament, requesting the Government to bring 
back the ashes, or 

ii) Alternatively, establishment of a committee to 
commemorate Neta.ji’s birth centenary with participation of 
public figures of various political opinions who would give 
a call for bringing back the late leader’s ashes to India. 

MHA’S STAND 

10. Based on the inputs received from MEA and IB, it was 
felt that if a decision is taken to bring the ashes back to 
India, creation of favourable public opinion will be a 
crucial step in the realisation of this objective. Some 
members of the Bose family, particularly Shri Amiya Nath 
Bose, Netaji’s nephew, and individuals like Prof Samar Guha 
and members of the Forward Bloc, are not reconciled to the 
fact that Neta.ji died in the air crash at Taihoku. It 
would, therefore, be necessary to take members of Neta.ji ’s 
family into confidence in the first place by convincing them 
of the genuineness of the ashes. The question of an 
appropriate memorial involving the mortal remains shall also 
have to be addressed in due course. 

PROPOSAL OF ASH IS C. RAY OF CNN 

11. Ashis C , Rav of CNN, who Is the grandson of Netaii’s 
elder brother, visited Japan about a year ago and had met 
officials at the Foreign Office. On September 5, 1995, Shri 
Ray proposed to the Prime Minister, in a fax message, to 
direct conducting of a DNA test which may provide conclusive 
and i ncontrover tible scientific evidence as to whether the 
ashes at Renko.ji Temple are Neta.ji ’s or not. Further, he 
proposed that an i nternational team of experts, one of whom 
could be from our DNA Centre at Hyderabad, be “entrusted 
with the job with a set of observers from the Bose family, 
the Forward Block, and such like’ 1 . He stated that a blood 
sample could be taken from a relative and bone particles 
from the ashes or a tooth (which is likely to exist in the 
urn on the basis of a claim made by Neta.ji *s ADC Col. 
Habibur Rahman), to carry out the tests. 


\ 
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Mr. Ashish Rav claimed that he learnt in November, 1995 
that Dr. Taneyoshi Yoshimi (The doctor who attended on 
Neta.ii Subhash Bose after the plane crash on August 18, 1945 
at Taihoku ) was alive and with the help of a Japanese 
colleague interviewed him. In a published article in the 
Statesman on 12.12.95, Mr. Ashish Ray stated categorical lv 
that Neta.ii Subhash Bose died after being involved in a 
plane crash at Taihoku on August 18, 1945 and that Dr. 
Yoshimi confirmed to him having written the death 
certificate of Neta.ii Subhash Bose. 

VIEWS OF NETAJI’S DAUGHTER 

12. Ms. Anita Pfaff. Netaji’s daughter from his German 
wife, had visited Delhi for discussions with other members 
of the family and been in touch with the Japanese Ambassador 
in Delhi in February 1995. She had also written to some 
associates of Neta.ii, including Havashi . EAM met her in 
Germany in October 1995. During discussion with EAM. she 
expressed her willingness to go along with the proposal of 
bringing back the ashes to India but did not approve of the 
DNA test. 

VIEWS OF OTHER IMPORTANT MEMBERS OF NETAJI'S FAMILY 

13. While Dr. Sisir Bose supports the idea of bringing back 
the ashes. Late Amiya Nath Bose, Netaji’s nephew had been 
the most vociferous skeptic of the air crash episode and 
had opposed any proposal of bringing back the ashes. 
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Reference is invited to this office U.O. of the 
same number dated 19.12.1995 regarding a proposal for 
DNA analysis of Netaji’s ashes. 

It is requested that the comments sought in the 
matter may kindly be sent urgently. 

(Sujayi Mehta) 

Director 


JLHome Secretary 


\/ h. Foreign Secretary 
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PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 

Attached herewith is a copy of a letter dated 1 1th August 
1995 to PM from Shri Ashis Ray regarding Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose's "ashes". Also attached is a background note on the subject. 


2. PM would wish to discuss this matter with EAM and Minister 

for Human Resource Development who may kindly see. 


[ 


( 




[Prabhakar Menon] 
Joint Secretary to PM 
5.9.1995 


(Separate copies) 

\ Hon 'b!e ExtemaLAffairs Minister 

Hon 'ble Human Resource Development Minister 
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ASH IS C. RAY 


F-162 Malcha Marg 
New Delhi - 110021. 

11 August, 1995. 


TO: 

Prime Minister Narasimha Rao 

Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, leader of the opposition 
Shri Jyoti Basu, Chief Minister of West Bengal 
v -£hri s. R. Bommai, President of Janata Dal 
Shri Chitta Basu, General Secretary of Forward Bloc 

FROM: 

Ashis Ray 

SUBJECT: NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE'S "ASHES" 

On 18 August next, it will be half a century since - from various 
accounts - Netaji met with a plane crash at Taihoku and died as a 
result of it. And his "mortal remains" were taken to Tokyo and kept 
at this city r s Renko-ji temple, where they remain till date. 

During the past 7-8 years, I have attempted with a completely open 
mind to seek an answer to the question: what happened to Netaji? I 
have done so because, as you know, he was my grand-uncle and I have 
been very close to his wife and daughter. I also felt that we owe 
it to the Indian people - who have been so generous in their 
adulation of him - that we give them a satisfactory explanation on 
the matter. Indeed, it is sad that neither Indian authorities Hor my 
older relatives have taken the issue seriously enough. 

\ 

The two Investigations ordered by the Government of India, unfortunately 
failed to do a convincing job. Besides, Morarjee Desai, as Prime Minister 
of India in September 1978, virtually rejected their findings in a 
statement to this effect in the Lok Sabha. 

As for members of the Bose family, people have either emotionally 
and without any basis refused to accept the plane crash story or have 
endorsed it without bothering to get to the bottom of the affair. 

There are also some followers of Netaji who, either because of being' 
unaware of new evidence/information or otherwise, refuse to believe 

that he died as a result of the air tragedy. 

I do not wish to blame anyone for the situation we face. But to appeal 
to all to come together in a rational manner to find a way out of it. 

I am sure all of you will agree that if indeed the "ashes" at the 
Renko-ji temple belong to Netaji, they should be brought back to India 
with state honour and disposed off on a befitting way. 

In course of my personal probe, I have visited the Public Record Office 
in London, the son of Colonel Habibur Rahman in Pakistan, met government 
officials in Germany and Japan and made enquiries in the Soviet Union/ 
Russia. Based on these, I have reached the following conclusions: 


? 


a) that the Japanese government carried out an Investigation into 
the plane crash in 1956 - a copy of this report, which confirmed 
that Netaji died as a result of it and that the "ashes" at the 
Renko-ji temple were his, was handed over to the Indian government, 
but remains for no reason marked "TOP SECRET" till date and, 
according to Justice's. D.'Khosla, was never pijfsented before his 
Commission; j 


b) that the Russian government conveyed to the Indian government 
in January 1992 that Netaji never visited the Soviet Union in 
19^5 or thereafter; 


c) that there are some British government files pertaining to 
Netaj i at the Public Record Office in London which have been sealed 
for extraordinary periods as opposed to being de-classif ied after 
30 years, but can be revealed under certain conditions to either 
the Government of India or to a relative of Netaji; 


<t> 


d) that Colonel Habibur Rahman never deviated from his claim that 
Netaji died as a result of the crash and, according to his son, 
Naeemur Rahman, died disappointed about the fact that some people 
in India disbelieved his account and questioned his motive; 


e) that Colonel Habibur Rahman was of the view that the aircrash was 
as a result of sabotage by Chinese technicians aimed at officers of 
Japanese armed forces travelling on the flight in the still hostile 
war atmosphere; and 


f) that he put a gold-plated tooth belonging to Netaji, given to 
him by Japanese officials, after the cremation, in the urn containing 
the "ashes". 


_J would, therefore, request that the steps listed below be kindly 
taken : 


1. the Japanese government report be made public without any further 
delay; 

2. the details of the Russian government note to the Indian 
government also be made public; 

3. the British government be asked if it changed its mind on its 
initial view that Netaji did not die as a result of the crash; and 

the urn be x-rayed and it be authenticated if there is a gold- 
plated tooth in it or not and then a search be made in Germany and 
South East Asia for Netaji’s dental records - I say this because after 
50 years of dilly dallying, we need to be scientific and not sentimental 
in our approach. 

May I add that it should be abundantly clear to any reasonable person 
that even if - as was suggested by some in the 19*<0s and 1950s - 
Colonel Habibur Rahman put out the story of the crash under instructions 
to hoodwink people about Netaji’s whereabouts, he would surely have 
raised questions about what happened to his leader by the time he 
died in 1978. In other words, if anyone thinks that Col. Rahman was 
under orders to mislead people, it is ridiculous that he would have 
continued to do so till his death. He had no motive, nothing to gain 
from misleading people till the end. 


Furthermore, I would suggest that we obtain a full and final 
statement from the Japanese government on some of the grey areas 
of^aircrash episode, including an explanation, if possible, on 
why the cremation certificate was not in Netaji's name. 

It is not necessary to go into the expense and paraphernalia of 
another Commission. All it requires is common sense and a will 
to close the messy chapter once and for all. 

Needless to mention, there are almost irrefutable indications that 
Netaji died consequent to the plane crash and that the "mortal 
'Remains” at the Renko- j i temple are his. But I do not intend to 
thrust thCseupon anybody. All I urge is that we try and reach a 
national consensus and pay due respect to a departed soul - arguably 
one of the outstanding sons of India. 

And I should like to emphasise that in making the proposal I am I 
seek no publicity for myself. Only, if desired, I am prepared to 
work behind the scene to proceed in the matter. 

With best regards. 

Yours sincerely. 


PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 



1 ) The Cabinet had accepted the conclusions of the two Inquiry 
Committees of 1956 and 1970 that Netaji died in the air- 
crash in August 1945; 

In February 1991, the CCPA had approved that no 
useful purpose would be served by holding yet another 
inquiry or by bringing the ashes into India. 

2) In September 1994 PM had directed MHA to bring a paper 
for Cabinet's consideration on Netaji's death and the 
possibility of bringing his ashes to India, keeping in view that 
Netaji's birth centenary would be in January 1997. The 
Cabinet considered a paper on this subject in February 1 995, 
and deferred a decision. (A copy of the note for the Cabinet 
is attached.) 

3) The MEA does not have any Japanese report on their 
investigation into Netaji's death; 

4) In January 1992, the Russian Government confirmed to our 
Embassy in Moscow that "as per data vailable in the Central 
and Republic Archives there is no information about the stay 
of the former President of the Indian National Congress Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose in the Soviet Union in 1 945 and after 
that". 


1 


5) 


1 



MEA has no records of the British Government stand, as 
reported by Shri Ray, in the late 1940's that Netaji did not 
die in the plane crash; 

6) As to the point about the urn containing the ashes, MEA had 

reported earlier that the urn has never been x-rayed. There 
are some discrepancies about the dates on which the ashes 
believed to be Netaji's were seen by Col Habibur Rahman, 
Netaji's ADC. His two separate dispositions refer to a small 
piece of gold being seen among the ashes; 

(It may be mentioned that it has been decided to establish a 
National Committee to commemorate Netaji's birth centenary and the 
Department of Culture has been asked to formulate a proposal for this.) 


************** 
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COPY NO. 


Subject : - Proposal to bring the mortal remains of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to India. 


The mortal remains of Netaji are now kepet in the 
Bose Academy in Tokyo. The Bose Academy members are 

reportedly thinking of disbanding the Academy and having the 
last memorial service in 1995 on the occasion of the 50th 
anniversary of Netaji's death- Because of this and also 
since the birth centenary of Netaji is due in 1997 , the 
issue of what action is to be taken regarding the mortal 
remains of Netaji has now acquired some urgency. There has 
been wide media coverage in Japan focusing on the concern 
expressed by the war veterans of the Academy over the 
Government of India's lack of interest in taking the ashes 
to India. If no decision is taken in 1995/ India may be 
asked by the Bose Academy to take charge of the mortal 
remains of Netaji. It would not be possible for India to 
refuse to take possession of the mortal remains. Therefore, 
a decision is required to be taken well in advance as to 
what is to be done with these mortal remains. 


Background 


2. Netaji's death is an issue surcharged with 
The issue of whether he actually died in the plane 
18th August, 1945 at Taihoku has been questioned 
individuals and organisat ions . 


emot ion . 
crash of 
by some 


3. In response to public demand, Government of India 
appointed an Inquiry Committee in April, 1956 to ascertain 
the circumstances concerning Netaji's death in an air crash. 
The Committee comprised S/Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, 
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Suresh Chandra Bose (elder brother of Netaji) and 
S.N.Maitra, former Chief Commissioner of Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands. The Committee, by a majority of 2:1, 
came to the conclusion that Netaji died in the air crash 
at Taihoku (Taiwan) on 18th August/ 1945. Shri Suresh 
Chandra Bose d isagre ed with this conclusion and submitted 
a dissentinq report. Although the report of the 

Committee was considerably devalued by Shri Suresh 
Chandra Bose’s dissent/ the majority report was accepted^ 
by the Government- 


4. The controversy over the disappearance of Netaji 
persisted. Rumours about Netaji's survival and subsequent 
disappearance kept cropping up. in response to a demand 
for fresh inquiry by a number of MPs belonging to 
different political parties/ the Government of India 
appointed a one-man Commission of Inquiry in July, 1970. 
Justice G. D . Khosla / retired Chief Justice of Punjab High 
Court/ was asked to "inquire into all the facts and 
circumstances relating to disappearance of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose and make a report to the Central 
Government". The Commission visited Japan/ Burma, 
Thailand/ Singapore, Malaysia, South Vietnam and Taiwan 
and examined 224 witnesses (including 100 examined 
abroad). A large number of files and documents produced 
before the Commission were examined. The Commission 
arrived at the same conclusion that Netaji died in the 
aTr ^crash at Taihoku on 1 8th Augu st, 1945. The Cabinet 
considered this report and accepted the findings. The 
report of the Commission, alongwith the Memorandum of 
Action taken thereon was laid on the Table of both the 
Houses of Parliament on 3rd September, 1974. 

5. Shri Samar Guha moved a motion in Lok Sabha on 3rd 
August, 1977 urging Government to set up a three-man 
Commission for conducting a fresh inquiry into the 
mystery of the disappearance of Netaji. The discussion 
on the motion was inconclusive. It was, however, found 
that the point raised by Shri Guha in his speech in the 
House had been fully examined in the Home Ministry in the 
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context of the Khosla Commission's findings and no fresh 
grounds requiring further investigation by a new 
Commission had been advanced by him. The matter was, 
therefore# placed before the CCPA with the following 
proposal s : - 

"The issue of Netaji’s death and bringing of ashes 
to India is surcharged with emotion. We have 
already had two enquiries on the disappearance of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. It has already been 
accepted that Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose died in 
the air crash on 18th August, 1945 at Taihoku. 
The Ministry of Home Affairs are, therefore, of 
the view that no useful purpose would be served by 
holding yet another enquiry or/by bringing the 
ashes back to India at present as this might 
c r eate unnecessary tension s . " 

The CCPA approved the proposal on 27th February, 1991 and 
the matter was laid at rest. 


6. Since then, as mentioned earlier, the question of 
Netaji's mortal remains has assumed urgency. If no 
decision is taken by 1995, in which year the Bose Academy 
proposes to have the last memorial service, India may be 
asked by Renkoji temple to take charge of the urn 
containing the ashes whereby we may have no alternative 
but to store them in our Mission in Tokyo. It would look 
most inappropriate if we decline to take charge of the 
ashes . 

Views of MEA and IB 


7. The Ministry of Home Affairs has obtained the 

views of MEA and IB. IB's views are to the effect that 
it would not be advisable to take any initiative to bring 
back the ashes to India as there is no demand from any 
quarter for this. If the ashes are brought to India, the 
People of West Bengal are likely to construe it as an 
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imposition on them of the official version of Netaji's 
dea t h . 

8, MEA has suggested that in view of the wide-spread 
sentiments that Netaji's birth centenary in 1997 should 
be befittingly commemorated, the ashes should be brought 
back to India with due respect and honour. This action 
would form part of the full public recognition of his 
role and contribution to India’s independence. MEA 
sugggested the following course of preparatory action:- 

(i) Promotion of consensus in favour of burying 
the controversy and bringing back the ashes 
from Japan — respected public figures and 
others to be discreetly encouraged to make 
statements/ including in Parliament/ 
requesting the Government to bring back the 
ashes; or 

(ii) alternatively, establishment of a Committee 
to commemorate Netaji's birth centenary with 
participation of public figures of various 
political opinion s, who would give the call 
for bringing back the late leader's ashes to 
India . 

Consideration of the Committee of Secretaries 

9, in view of what has been mentioned in foregoing 

para 6/ a decision will have to be taken soon. There 
seems to be no scope for doubt that he died in the air 
crash of 18th August, 1945 at Taihoku. Government of 
India has already accepted this position. There is no 
evidence whatsoever to the contrary. If a few 

individuals/organisations have a different view, they 
seem to be guided more by sentimentality rather than by 
any rational considera t ion . The belief of these people 
that Netaji was alive and out of contact with any Indian, 
but would appear when found necessary, has also lost 
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relevance 
Government 
principle, 
worked out 


by now. In v 
of India will 
The strategy 
thereafter . 


lew of the aforesaid facts, 
have to take a decision in 
and the modalities could be 


10. The matter relating to 

alongwith other connected issues 
before the Committee of Secretari 
the Committee of Secretaries were 
issue related to the ashes:- 


the ashes of Netaji 
was, therefore, placed 
es. The directions of 
sought on the following 


The birth centenary of Netaji is proposed to be 
celebrated in a big way in India in 1997. The 
Bose Academy in Japan is insisting that the 
Government of India take possession of the mortal 
remains of Netaji. A decision has to be taken 
whether the ashes should be brought to India or 
stored in our Mission in Tokyo.” 


11. During the course of discussions, the Committee of 
Secretaries observed that: 


(a) The Bose Academy had not issued an ultimatum 
regarding the handing over of the ashes but 
merely made a representation on the grounds 
that its members were rapidly aging and may 
not be able to discharge their present 
duties; and 


(b) the Government of India was paying for the 
upkeep of the mortal remains in Renkoji 
Temple and the management could be persuaded 
to continue with this arrangement if the 
upkeep charges were increased. 

12. In view of the foregoing, the Committee of 
Secretaries arrived at the following conclusions:- 

j 

”As regards the question of taking possession of 
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the ashes was concerned, no particular advantage 
lay in taking a decision on this at this juncture 
since the birth centenary was due only in 1997. 
Therefore, a view could be taken in the matter in 
1996-97 and till such time status quo should be 
maintained. The temple management may be 

persuaded to continue with the upkeep of the ashes 
and/ if necessary, the maintenance charges being 
paid to the temple may be suitably increased to 
meet the increased cost." 

13. Conclusions of the Committee of Secretaries were 
placed before the Prime Minister for directions. The 
Prime Minister has desired that the Home Ministry bring a 
paper on the subject for the Cabinet's consideration. 
Accordingly/ the matter is placed before the Cabinet for 
its consideration and directions on issues as examined at 
the foregoing paragraphs 9 to 12 and in particular on the 
following : - 

(i) Whether the management of Renkoji Temple in 
Japan be persuaded to continue with the 
present arrangement/ if necessary, with 
enhanced upkeep charges or the Government of 
India should take possession of the ashes of 
late Subhash Chandra Bose/ now. 

(ii) In the event of Government of India deciding 
to take possession of the mortal remains/ 
whether these could be brought to India or 
preserved in the Indian Mission in Tokyo. 

14. If a decision is taken to bring the ashes back to 
India/ creation of a favourable public opinion will be a 
crucial step in the realisation of this objective. Some 
members of the Bose family/ particularly Shri Amia Nath 
Bose/ Netaji's nephew, and individuals like Prof. Samar 
Guha and members of the Forward Bloc are not reconciled 
to the fact that Netaji died in the air crash at Taihoku. 
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It would/ therefore, be necessary to take the members of 
Netaji's family into confidence in the first place by 
convincing them as to the genuineness of the ashes. It 
should then be easier to handle opposition from other 
quarters like the Forward Bloc. Netaji's wife and the 
only daughter are at present living in Angsburg, Germany. 
It is felt that they can best be approached through 
another nephew of Netaji, Dr.Sisir Bose. Shri Amia Nath 
Bose, the most vociferous sceptic of the air crash story, 
needs to be brought around by approaching at an 
appropriately high level- There is good chance that if 
reasonably approached, the family members may drop their 
opposition. The question of an appropriate memorial 
involving the mortal remains shall also have to be 
addressed in due course- 


15. This issues with the 
Minister. 


approval of the Home 


i.(u 

(K.PADMANABHAIAH) 
HOME SECRETARY 
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TOP SECRET 


Ministry of Home Affairs 
F.No. I/12014/27/93-IS( D. Ill) 

STATEMENT OF IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE 

Subject: Proposal to bring the mortal remains of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to India. 


V 

Gist of decision required Projected benef i t s/r esul t s Time schedule or manner of 

impl ementations/reporting to 
Secretariat 


Cabinet 


Whether the mortal 
remains of Netaji should 
be taken possession of 
and brought to India 
or the status quo 
should be maintained. 


To forestall a 
in the birth 
centenary year 


crisis 
of Neta j i . 


To be decided as per directions 
of the Cabinet. 


L 



(K. 


PADMANABHAIA 
HOME SECRETARY 
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PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE 


In continuation of our note of even number dated 5-9-1995 
regarding the "ashes" of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose, forwarded herewith 
is a copy of another letter to PM from Shri Ashis Ray. EAM and Human 
Resource Development Minister may kindly see in the context of their 
discussion with PM on this subject. 



(Prabha/kar Menonj 
Joint Secretary to PM 
11-9-1995 


(Separate copies ) 



Hon ’ble External Affairs Minister 


2. Hon ’Me Minister for Human Resource Development 
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TO 


3019017 P.01/01 


ASH IS C. RAY 


F-162 Malcha Marg 
New Delhi - 110021 . 


5 September, 1995. 
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Shri P. V. Narasimha Rao 
Prime Minister of India 
7 Race Course Road 
New Delhi. 



I realise you are receiving conflicting signals on the issue of 
Netaji’s remains. And I do not wish to be a part of a pressure 
group one way or the other. 

All I wish to submit is that my continuing research on the subject 
convinces me that the best way forward is to do a DNA test, which 
nay provide conclusive and incontrovertible scientific evidence as 
to whether the ashes at Kenkoji temple are Netaji's or not. I have 
spoken to an expert on the subject; and he has no doubt that 
^..^irrevocable proof can be obtained. 

May I propose that an international team of experts, one of whom 
can be from our DNA centre at Hyderabad, is entrusted with the job, 
with a set of observers drawn from the Bose family. Forward Bloc and 
such like. 

You have doubtless noticed that last week a team of DNA experts 
established that remains regarding which there were doubts do indeed 
belong to Czar Nicholas. All we need is a blood sample from a 
relative and bone particles from the ashes or a tooth (which is 
likely to exist in the urn on the basis of a claim made by Netaji's 
ADC, Colonel Habibur Rahman) to carry out the test. 

A direction from you on the matter can set the ball rolling. 

With best regards. 

Yours sincerely. 


# 
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Reference is invited to this office U.O. of the 
same number dated 19.12.1993 and reminder dated 18,1,1996 
regarding a proposal for DNA analysis of Netaji's ashes. 


It is requested that the comments sought in the 
matter may kindly be sent at an early date. 


(Sujatla Mehta) 
Director 


Foreign Secretary 

PMO U.O. NO. 805/1 l/C/13/95-Pol Vol.II dated: 30.1.1996 












I visited Augsborg, Germany, on 21st October 1995 to meet Netaji’s 
widow - Mrs. Emily Shenkel Bose and his daughter Prof. Anita Pfaff. Anita’s 

I- . 

husband - Dr. Moyfc'm. Pfaff as well as their children were present during the 
meeting. Our Ambassador in Bonn Shri S.K.Lambah was also present. During 
the course of our conversation, the following points emerged; 


a) 



I said it was time for forward movement on the issue of return of 
the ashes of Netaji from Japan to India. The Japanese government as well 
as associates of Netaji in Japan were keen that Netaji’s ashes return to his 
motherland. I said that the Indian government was also keen to bring 
back the ashes at a suitable time provided controversial issues were 
resolved to the satisfaction of all concerned. Anita Pfaff said that the 
ashes could be brought to Germany from Japan if the issue of their return 
to India remained controversial. Ambassador Lambah stated that the 
Japanese had already reacted negatively to the proposal of transfering the 
ashes to a third country. 

I showed the list of persons to be included in the Official National 
Centenary Celebrations Committee to mark Netaji’s birth anniversary. 



('AbV 
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Anita Pfaff made some suggestions which I have communicated separately 

to HRD Minister and MOS (PMO), Shri Bhuvnesh Chaturvedi. She 

accepted my invitation to be a member of the Committee. 

C) 

Netaji’s widow and his daughter raised the issue of a suitable 

memorial for Netaji as well as the question of what to do with Netaji’s 

ashes once they had been brought back to India i.e. whether the ashes 

should be immersed in the Ganga or be kept at a place of reverence. I 

said that these issues could be sorted out by the National Committee. 

d) 

On the issue of alleged captivity of Netaji in .Russia after 1945, I 

showed the members of Netaji’s family an official communication from 

the Russian government stating that it has no record of Netaji’s presence 

in the Soviet Union during or after 1945. Articles from the Russian 

Press pointing to the fact that Netaji was not in the Soviet Union in 1945 

or thereafter, were also shown. 

e) 

The entire family expressed happiness over my visit. Anita Pfaff 

and her husband accepted my invitation to visit India. This is expected 

to take place late December, 95 or early January, 1996. 


/ 



I feel that Netaji’s widow and daughter are keen that an early solution be 
found to the issue of return of Netaji’s ashes to India. They seemed convinced 
of the seriousness of purpose on the part of the Indian Government. Anita Pfaff 
made it clear that while she would like to consult other members of the family in 
India, the final decision would rest with her alone. She anticipated opposition 
from some members of the family. She would prefer that the family is not 
divided on this issue. 

By initiating direct contact with Netaji’s immediate family, we have 
achieved some forward movement on the issue of return of Netaji’s ashes to 
India. However, there exists opposition from some sections of Netaji’s family, 
which if articulated publicly, as surely it will be, may be used for partisan 
political ends. Therefore, we need to proceed cautiously to avoid endowing this 
issue with controversial overtones. 



(Pranab Mukherjee) 
External Affairs Minister 
28 October 1995 
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Ne.vo Delhi 
December 11, 1995 


Deal Shu Key, 

1 have received your letter o<$ November 21, 1995 
about Netaji'i, as>he8. 

With regards. 


Vourt, sincerely, 



[P.D. N araiimha Kao) 


. ' Shri Joyanta Key, k\P 

28, Gurudivara Kakabganj Road 
Netv Delhi 

No. 805/ 1 l/C/ 1 3/95-Pol VoMl dateds iti# 12. 1996 
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vitM8EK jF PARLIAMENT 
( RAJYA SABHA ) 


To 



_ ... l 3782260 (0) 
Phon. : N.w Delhi { 37936og l 2 3 (R j 

. , i 273956 (0) 
Calcutta { 2430066 (R) 

Office : 

2B-G, R. G. ROAD, 
NEW-DELHI - 110001 

Residence : 

217, NORTH AVENUE 
NEW DELHI - 110001 

27,11.1995 


The Prime Minister of India 
South Block 
New Delhi . 


Sir , 


I would like to draw your attention to the recent efforts to bring the 
con t roversial ashes frcm Japan's Renkoji Terrple that have shown a queer 
proneness to reach sweeping conclusions without presenting incont rover t iol e 
data. Despite the processes already under way to bring the ashes frcm Japan, 
an absence of official declaration of the Government of India to that effect 
is still a pointer to a state of uncertainty steaming out of unanswered 
questions of a very fundamental nature. Any endeavour disregarding this is 
tantamount to a disinformation cafrpaign with tacit Governmental approval on 
the basis of a prior notion of Netaji's death in a plane crash on 18th August, 
1945. Facts abound in history to bear out the very opposite of it. The 
following are the grounds chiefly on the basis of which the doubts and 

confusion shrouding the professed purpose underlying the whole process have 
developed. 

Anidst the present fanfair about the DMA test of alleged ashes of Netaji , 
arrezingly, the existence of an alleged tooth of Netaji is supposed to have 
clinched the vhole issue. The reports submitted by CSDIC, CIC, Shah Nawaz 

Committee and the Khosla Coamission, however, never referred to it. It deludes 
one as to how' it has not been found out when the official Netaji Enquiry 

Commission's Report even in support of the alleged plane crash story and the 

existence of Netaji's ashes, never found any mentioning of it in any of the 
evidence adduced. 

2. Governrrent of Japan's Report of 1956 claiming the existence of Netaji's 
ashes in the Renkoji temple was neither placed before the Shah Nawaz Committee 
of 1956 nor before the Khosla Commission on 1970. If any information relating 
to the said report was withheld by the Government to avoid political 
controversy, it is beyond one's cooprehension as to why an Enquiry Commission 
was instituted to find out the. truth and settle the issue once for all. 

3. Why has the Government been suppressing the British intelligence report 
and the British Pari iamentary debate on it expressing serious doubt about the 
story of Netaji's death in a plane crash on 18th August, 1945. 
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4 (a) A PRESS NOTE RELEASED BY THE ASIATIC SOCIETY ON THE MATERIALS COLLECTED 
FROM THE RJSS IAN ACHIEVES : 

Excerpts : 

"\Mnat appears to be most interesting is that the scholars have traced 
materials hinting at Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's contact with the Soviet 
Leaders. Some documents relating to Netaji are in the KGB and 
President's archieves which were not accessible to the scholars. Special 
permission is required to scrutinize them. It is believed that 
examination of these materials may eventually clear the mystery of 
Netaji's disappearance." 

(b) According to newspaper reports, in a Press Conference convened by the 
Asiatic Society on 12th September, 1995, the scholars stated that they had 
found documents hinting at the existence of Netaji in Russia after August, 

1 945. 

(c) Has the Government of India written anything to the Russian Government 
In response to the Asiatic Society's request for the scholar's permission for 
examining the KGB files and whatever is still there in the President's 
archieves in this regard ? 

(d) Government of India's request to the Russian authorities for a statement 
in this regard is based on malafide intention as it is, on the contrary, 
supposed to give permission to the scholars to go through rraterials contained 
in the KGB file. 

5. When did the Government of India contact Habibur Rahman, if so, why 

did it do it secretly? One wonders vhy he was never brought before the Khosla 
Ccrrmission. Wien was the Tokyo Netaji Manorial formed ? 

6. According to DPA report the Renkoji terple was destroyed in 1989. What 

did Nt'. Pranab Mikherjee find in Japan in the name of the said Temple ? 

7. Since when the INA members have been staying at the Renkoji Temple? Wio 
are they ? 

8. At the time of the occurrence of the alleged plane crash Mr s. Emilie 
Shenkle and NY'S. Anita Paf were nowhere near the alleged place of occurrence. 
Nor have they any first-hand information or any document corroborat ing the same 
in* their possession. 

9. People of India will have doubts about the neutrality of the DMA test 

Corrmittee since the impartiality of CBI , countries like IK and USA and members 
of Netaji's family is hardly trustworthy due to their existing bias in this 
regard . 

10. A Wr it Petition challenging, in effect, the veracity of the plane crash 
story is pending before the Hon'ble Supreme Court. Any attempt at bringing 
the controversial ashes frcm Japan before the final verdict is given in the 
pending case assuming Netaji's death in the said plane crash as a settled fact 
therefore, is preposterous. 


3 /- 


11(a) The Government of India cannot decide the status of the controversial 
'ashes 1 on the basis of documents that have neither ever been published nor 
were ever produced before the Netaji Enquiry Committee (1956) and Netaji 
Encjjiry Commission (1970). 

fb) The alleged reports that the Government is claiming to have in its 
possession, should be placed before a Commission headed by the Ex-Chief Justice 
of India and the petitioners of the pending case should be allowed to represent 
themselves before the Commission. 

(c) The evidence, records and/or documents referred to by Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Morarji Desai and the present Government can in no way be regarded as 
conclusive unless they are considered by an Enquiry Commission on the basis 
of a proper investigative enquiry. The opinion of members of Netaji f s family 
cannot be a decisive factor in this regard. 

I hope that your response would be befitting the importance of this 
national issue as it needs deft hand! ing and careful considerat ion of the de- 
facto repository of the highest authority of the land. 

With regards, 


Yours sincerely, 
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Pranab’s mission 


From Subhuraoy CkuiUerjee 


Calcutta, oa 21 

External Affairs Minister Pranjb 
Mukhcrjec's reported unscheduled 



airdash from New York toGermany 
yesterday to try and secure consent 
of Nctaji s wife . Mrs Emily Shcnkel 
Basu and daughter, Ms Am I a Basu, 
on bringing "Netaji's ashes" from 
Japan has raked up the controversy 
over the great patriot’s death in the 
Taihoku aircrash. 

The Forward Bloc, veteran 
(ollowcrs of Netaji and some of his 
close relations have also called into 
question, the motive of the ruling 
party at the Centre in attempting 
this at a time when some recent 
findings claim to have pointed to 
Netaji's having been in Siberian 
Russia a year after the alleged crash. 

A front page news item in the 
mass circulation Anunda Bazar 
f'ainka today reported that Mr 
Mukherjce's Berlin mission, 
apparently undertaken with the 
knowledge of the Prime Minister, 


revives Netaji’s death row 


was received with a sense of shock 
and suspicion by Netaji's ardent 
supporters It was said in the story 
that Mr Mukhcrjce was trying to 
bring back the "ashes' .kept in the 
Renxoji Temple near Tokyo for 
over four decades, to India so that 
the nation could pay a befitting 
homage to the great leader in his 
centenary year The authorities in 
Japan, which the External Attain 
Minister visited recently , had also 
expressed the wish that the "ashes” 
of the IN A commander- in -chief be 
taken to his own country. 

Commenting on this 
development, Forward Bloc’s 
general secreary China Basu, said 
that the party made ns position clear 
after the Prime Minister had issued a 
statement in Smgajxorc tnat the 
Government ol India could not 
bring back the ashes due to the 


Opposition of some political purties, 
indirectly implying Forward Bloc 
Mr Basu said he had written to Mr 
Rao that the late Prime Minister, 
Morarji Desai, had told Parliament 
that the Government received some 
information subsequent to the 
findings of the Shah Nawaz Khan 
and Khosia Committees On the 
basisof (hat it could be said that the 
aircrash was not the conclusive 
proof of Netaji’sdeath. llus 
continued to be the Government's 
position 

"Unless he died in the aircrash, 
how can you say that this was his 
ashes," inc Forward Bloc leader 
asked. Mr Basu also said that he had 
a discussion with Mr Mukherjee at 
the ocrsonal level The latter had 
said he would resume the dialogue 
which he never did 

Netaji's nephew, Mr Amiya Nath 


Basu , said he had written to the 
Prime Minister staling that there 
was sufficient evidence of Netaji’s 
being in Russia in 1946. He saiu that 
an American bomber crashed at 
Tajhokuin 1944 and photographs of 
the wreckage "were attempted to be 
passed off as the damaged plane in 
which Subhas Chandra Bose was 
alleged to be travelling” He 
demanded that the Government of 
India ask the Government of Russia 
to allow examination of the KGB 
files and request the Governments 
of the UK and (he USA to disclose 
their intelligence files about Netaji. 

He alleged that a request had 
been made on behalf of the 
Government ot India not to show 
any file regarding Nctaji to Indian 
scholars visiting that country The 
allusion was to the visit by a team 
from th<^ Asiatic Society in Calcutta 
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Netaji’ s ashes to be brought back , with honour 


By M. K. Tlkku 


NfcW DELHI, Oct 26 
Dr Anna Pfalf, daughter of Neiaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose, has agreed 
to serve as a member of a National 
Memonal Committee to be consti- 
tuted shortly with Prime Minister P 
V. Narasimha Rao as its chairman. 



17ic C ommittec will take chares* of 
all the activities connected with the 
birth centenary celebrations of 
Ncluji which begin next January 
Last Sunday afterniKin, External 
Affairs Minister Pranab Mukhcrjee 
drove to Augsburg, about 6*1 kms 
from Munich in southern Germany, 
to meet Mrs Anita Pfaff, who 
teahees economics at the local uni- 
versity Her husband. Dr Martin 
Pfaff, also an economics professor is 
a Social Derm>crat member of the 
German Parliament Mr Mukher- 
)ce, who spent a whole evening at 
the Pfaffs home was acompamed by 
Indian ambassador S K. Lamba and 
an aide of the Minister 

Mr Mukhcrjee informed her that 
during the centenary year, the Gov- 
ernment proposed to bring back 
Netaji s ashes from Japan and have 
these isntalled at a suitbale memo- 
rial with due ceremony and honour 
This marks a noticeable shift in the 
Government's position which had 
earlier informed the Parliament that 
the ashes, which have been lying at 
the Renokoji temple in Japan, 


would be brought to India only after 
a national consensus' was evolved 
resolving the controversy surround- 
ing the circumstances of his myste 
nous death or disappearance , half a 
century ago 

The shift in the Government s 
position and its apparent keenness 
to cap the controversy, as it were, 
seems to have been triggered by a 
recent report suggesting that three 
C alcutta-based scholars had in fact 
come across documents in the Rus- 
sian archives indicating that Netaji 
had been staving in the Soviet Union 
sometime after his supposed death 
in the 1945 air crash 

I he three scholars — Dr Mari 
Vasudevan, Dr Sobhan l^il Dutta 
Gupta and Dr Purabi Roy — who 
hau visited Moscow on behalf of the 
Asiatic Society, had access to a 
member of archival documents, in- 
cluding some KGB files, in the Rus- 
sian capital 

In the course of the Sunday even- 
ing meeting in Augsburg, Mr 
Mukhcrjee had shown some papers 


to Mis Ptafl that contained a re- 
sponse from the Russian Govern- 
ment to a query on the subject made 
by New Delhi earlier In its reply, 
the Russian Government had stated 
that though the former Soviet reg- 
ime had had some contacts with 
Neiaji during the war, there had 
been none after the war was over 

Mr Mukherjee atgued that this 
was conclusive proof that stones 
shaking of Netaji s life (and death) 
in the Soviet Union were without 
basis He assured h»s host that his 
senior colleagues m the Govern- 
ment as well as hismelf had great 
admiration for Netaji nr J they 
would ensme that hi\ h»nh centen- 
ary year was obscivc >n a befitting 
manner 

Mr Mukheijec stressed that it 
would be in the fitness of things that 
she should attend the first meeting 
of the National Memorial Commit- 
tee Mrs Pfaff indicated that she 
could be free from her university 
duties only during the Christmas 
oreak, ana so could come to India 
only towards the end of December 


It was agieed the inaugural meeting 
of the Committee would be con- 
vened around that time 

Though the Minister lied it up 
rather neatly at the Augsburg end 
during the weekend visit, some 
members of the Bose family in India 
do not even ap[*:ar half as enthu- 
siastic about tb- development 
According f-» ir understanding, 
the three Calcutta academics have a 
lot (norc up their sleeves based on 
the KG B documents they got to sec 
in Moscow and the rather bland de 
mal of the Ruvsian Government of 
1992 vintage does not clear the pic- 
ture 

They sieved that after the cava- 
lier treatment meted out to Nctajt 
all these years, the ruling party's 
new-founa admuatiun for nim may 
just be used to e it r act political 
mileage during an election year 
I'hey strongly feel that the least that 
could be done is to ask the Russian 
Government for a fresh response in 
the light of the three scholars' find 
ings 
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Govt to authenticate 


Netaji’s ‘ashes’ by DNA test 


SUBRATA SEN 

ATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 

i DELHI Oct 27 - The 

>n Government has decided 
>t for DNA testing of Netaji's 
es" kept in Tokyo before 
ig a decision to bring it back 
idia with full honours dur- 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bo- 
birth centenary next year 
le controversy that shrouds 
tii's death has necessitated 
the Union Government 
ild first go for a scientific 
to prove that the ashes kept 
enfcoji temple in Tokyo are 
e of Netaji. The Government 
pan has agreed to cooperate 
India in this respect and 
informed that a tooth of 
*)i is preserved with the 
s, winch can be used for the 
isile DNA tests 
.cording to sources iry the 
-istr\ of External Affair^ to 
'Y whether the ashes kept 
* are those of Netaji. a 
* will be formed com- 


prising members from the CB1, 
DNA testing laboratory of 
Hyderabad, the Government of 
Japan and DNA experts from the 
USA and UK Members of 
Netaji’s family will also be 
included in tnc committee to 
avoid any further controversy on 
the subject Two renowned DNA 
experts - Dr Michelle Holland 
of the USA and Dr Kevin 
Salevan of the U K. — had 
already been consulted and both 
of them have said that it would 
be possible to verify the authen- 
ticity of the ashes from the 
tooth 

Incidentally, the remains of 
Czar Nicholas II who diet) in 
1917, was verified recent I v from 
tlie remains ol bonus with DNA 
samples matched with the Duke 
of Edinburgh, who is a direct 
descendant from the mother s 
side The Ministry nf External 
Affairs, going by the DNA test of 
the last Czar, has asked one 
nephew of Ne>’ap from the 
mother s side lo/Soperale m the 


DNA testing, 

Meanwhile, sources said, the 
Ministry of External Affairs was 
trying to collect all information 
regarding the controversial 
death theory in u plane crash, 
which was never believed by a 
section of Indian population. 
The authenticity of the ashes has 
been doubted by rriany histor- 
ians log 

According to Ministry 
sources, the |apan Government, 
way back m 1956, gave it in 
writing to the Government of 
India that the ashes were genui- 
nely those of Netnji’s, hut India 
did not react to the confidential 
report to avoid any political 
controversy. 

The controversy regarding Ne- 
tap's “death" mainly arose be- 
cause the British Intelligence 
always doubted the “death the- 
ory" and even said that Netaji 
ought be hiding somewhere in 
the erstwhile USSR Several 
British Parliamentarians, quo- 
ting intelligence reports, have 



made statements in Parliament 
on the subject, thereby creating 
doubts about his “death 

However, with the Moscow 
archives being opened alter the 
(all of Gommumsrn, some more 
information has cornu to light A 
Utii in from the Asiatic Society, 
alter having studied (he Archive 
records, has cjpme to the conclu- 
sion that NeUii never visited the 

T 


country alter 1945. The Union 
Government is likely to request 
the Russian Government to issue 
a statement in this respect. 

To confirm the "death 
theory", the Ministry of External 
Affairs has also obtained a 
statement from Mr Habibur 
Rahman, who was aide-de-camp 
of Netaji in IN A, and (relieved to 
have accompanied Netaji in the 
aircraft. Officials have traced Mr 
Rahman in Pakistan, and ob- 
tained his version of the 
“accident” 

According to Mr Rahman, 
there was a plane crash at 
Taihoku on August 18, 1945, as 
a result of which Netaji died. 
Thu small aircraft was coming 
from Saigon (now in Vietnam) to 
Taihoku to refuel and one of the 
engines caught fire While Mr 
Kahrnan tyid a miraculous es- 
cape after the crash, Netaji's 
khaki cotton military dress 
caught fire while lie was try ing 
to escape through the emer- 
gency exit. "Netaji came out like 


a ball of fire from the aircraft." 
according to Mr Rahman Netaji 
was taken to the Armv Field 
Hospital at Taihoku, where he 

died, 

Mr Rahman has also informed 
that he had the spectacles and 
one tooth of Netap, which he 
deposited at the Tokyo Netaji 
memorial 

According to the External 
Affairs Minister, Mr Pranab 
Mukherjee. the Government 
would not like to bring back the 
ashes without being sure of its 
authenticity. Meanwhile, he had 
visited Renkoji temple in Tokyo 
on September 8 with the Foreign 
Secretary, Mr Salman Haidar, 
and met several INA members, 
who live in the temple Mr 
Mukherjee, during his recent 
trip to the U N. t also went to 
Germany to talk to Netaji's wife 
Ernilie Bose and his daughter, 
Anita, who have supported the 
idea of bringing ashes to 
India. 
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DN A test may put to rest doubts about Netaji’s death 


Ou/ Coftjjgo njtnl 


NfcVf D4 L HIM OC 1 OM H 

AFTER K1KYY year* of uncertainty, 
ON A analysis may be able to put to 
ttvt doubts on v. bethci the ashes kept 
in an um tn (be kcriko ji temple m Ja- 
pan a/e indeed the remains of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra bow 

Netaji is bclioed to hj\e been 
killed in a plane crash m Taihuku in 
Taiwan, on August J d. 1945 His 
aide -decamp Co) Habibor R eh man, 
is said to hate taken Lhe ashes lo To- 
kyo and the um has been at the temple 
ever since Howeser. some have al- 
ways questioned whether Netaji died 
in lhe crash at all 

Ashis Ray. NeLap's great nephew, 
said “The whole situation had be 
come entangled in emotions Now, 
my proposal to ihe go'emmem is ihai 
an international panel ol DNA ea 
pens be set up lo give us a repun 
vid clear all comruvenses " 

He approached thtee foreign ex 


' 


pens, including those who recently, 
and successfully, identified lhe re- 
mains of Czar Nicholas 1] and his fa 
mily. comparing DNA lakcn from 
bone fragments burted lor 75 years 
with control blood samples from dis 
(ant maternal relatives of the Russian 
royal fanuly 

Mr Rjy said fast night he was 
awaiting a go-ahead from the Prune 
Minister Now, ti appears die Union 
government has agreed Mr Ray is all 
praises lor the government. "For the 
first time in 50 years, a Pnme Minis- 
ter is serious about the matter M Union 
enema] affairs minister Pranab Mu- 
kherjee. he said, has been emmsted 
with the task of working out details 
about ihe return of the ashes 

Mr Ray said Mr Mukher]ee. who 
was in Germany , discussed lhe matter 
with Neiap s wile and daughter last 
Saturday They suppon the return of 
Lhe ashes " 

Mr Ray said a lucky break pfomp 


ted him to lake the initiative. "1 
was able to pick up the threads 
when Pol Heliman's sun, living in 
Islamabad, told me his father had said 
lhal a tooth was given lo him alter 
Nciaji's cremation Hie gold plated 
tooth was apparently e Mr acted by 
Japanese doctors, perhaps alter the 
death 

Col Kchunrn was. in tact, given 
three items after the cremation — Nc- 
iaji's spectacles, watch and (tie tooth 
The colonel apparently simply put the 
tooth into the um which was taken to 
Tokyo "No one had ever conve across 
this information before it turned out 
to be a crucial element in whai we are 
trying to do ' Tins was about three 
years ago. said Mr Ray 

"We were wondering how we 
could proceed l ast year, it occurred 
lo me that DNA testing could be a 
way out' A trip to lapan last year 
only strengthened this impression 
"Not a sentimental statement hut a 


scientific approach could pave the 
way lor a rciurn ol the remains to In- 
dia," Mi Hay said. 

He approached the DNA experts 
and got a response from them last- 
month th K Sullivan of the UK 
based Forensic Science Service con- 
fumed that a blood sample l rum a ne- 
phew ot niece front Netaji’ s sister's 
side would l>e a suitable control for 
DNA analysis "The tooth, rather 
than the cremated bone fragments, is 
more likely tu yield material of sutfi- 
cient quality for DNA analysts,” Mr 
Kay said 

In a letter dated September 22, Dr 
Sullivan said the test most likely (u 
work is mitochondrial UNA analysis. 
"Mitochondrial DNA is inherited 
only hoot die mother, hence indivi- 
duals who arc linked by an unbroken 
maternal (me are expected (o have 
identical mitochondrial DNA We es- 
timate dial (he total cost of analysing 
the moth and iwo control blood sam 


(lies would )>c between £5,000 and 
iU),000, with lhe work taking ap- 
proximately fmu months lo perform ‘ 
Mi Ray said lhe American exjien 
Of Mae he l Holland, and a Japanese 
expert have given the same response 

Netaji "disappeared" on August 
18, 1945 His pluiic was said lo 
have crasfied that day, catching fire, 
and Netaji suifered third-degree 
burns and was rushed to a Japanese 
armed forces field hospital. There are 
two mam accounts of this, one from 
Col Rehman and the second from the 
doctor, Yoshinu, who attended lo Ne- 
taji Some time between 9 pm and ) l 
pm that night, Netaji is said to have 
died. He was cremated in Taihoku 
and Col Rehman took the ashes tu 
Tokyo 

Hut an aura of my wrry surrounded 
Netaji's death because of the cofttu 
sion in the post -World War II times 
and. said Mr Ray . the Hrilith Relieved 
that Netaji had made good his escape 
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3 thought for Qlobap — - 


We must indeed all hang together . or most assuredly, we shall all 
hang separately. 

—BENJAMIN FH4NKUN 
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Exhuming Netaji 
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It was reassuring 10 hear from (he externa! afTairs minister, 
Mr Pranab Mukhcrjec. that the government will not move to 
bring to India the ashes in the Rinkoji temple in Tokyo, believed 
to be Nelaji’s, without a national consensus on the subject 
Admittedly, the process of reaching a consensus cannot be easy. 
Several theories regarding Netaji's disappearance have been in 
circulation and sentiments on the subject arc strong. Both the 
Shah Nawaz Khan Committee (1956) and the Khosla Com- 
mission (1970) had concluded iha't Netaji had died in the 
Taihoku air crash in August 1945. However, in 1978, the then 
Pnme Minister, Moragi Desai, told Parliament that contradic- 
tions in the testimony of the witnesses and documents subse- 
quently available had cast “reasonable doubts" on the findings. 
Netaji's nephew, Mr Suresh Chandra Bose, never accepted the 
air crash theory The Forward Bloc, the party founded by Netaji, 
I still contends that he had gone to Manchuna after Japan’s 
J surrender to seek Soviet help and disappeared thereafter. Doubts 

* have been reinforced b> reports that a three-member team of the 
J Asiatic Society, Calcutta, dunng a recent visit to Moscow, 
j discovered "new facts'* on Netaji’s presence in the Soviet Union 
{ after World War II. According to material available to the team, 
Jas late as September 1946 Netaji was trying to contact Forward 
t-Bioc leaders from abroad 

£ The information ava.!ab,e sc far is scrappy but happily for 

* Nelaji-watchcrs, archival material in Moscow has been thrown 
To|>cn to research scholars From all indications, there is much 
Jjhat is available there which could be useful The Union 

* government, for its part, should take up the matter with Moscow 
land send an official team to go into all available records to 
j remove doubts as far as practicable Despite the setting up of two 
; inquiry commissions, an impression has lingered in the public 
*-mind that not enough has been done to find the truth regarding 
^Netaji’s disappearance. This, in turn, has spawned wild theories 
'over the decades about those in pew’er in Delhi being allergic to 
•Netaji. An ill-advised move to confer the Bharat Ratna post- 
Ihumously on Netaji further served to whet such feelings, as it was 
'seen as an affront rather than as an honour. It is not necessary 
^to rush in the ashes from Rmkoji simply because Netaji.' s birth 
-centenary is due next year. It would be more relevant to delve 
Iinto facts and and try and ameliorate public misgivings about the 
~issue. The government should follow up the clues available from 

Moscow- and place them before former INA officials, historians 
*and scholars for proper evafuauon People must be convinced 
that sincere efforts arc being made to ascertain the truth, if the 
centenary celebrations are to be made truly meaningful 
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“The very' technology which makes our lives more simple, 
makes our society more complex", observed the management 
guru. Thomas Griffith, adding "the more efficient wc become, .. ^ 

we are more specialised - and more dependent". Television • cmporary ^ 
technology, for instance, has brought vividly into our homes and '-pHE si*m Islam 
hearths games like football cricket tennis, golf and auto-racing J Fathi Shakaki. 
The implosion of semiotic thnlls is now only a push-button or with many 
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Shri P . V . Narasimha Rao 
Prime Minister of India 


December 1 1 , 1995 


7, Race Course Road 


NEW DELHI 


Reg i s te red A/D 


Dear Shri Rao 


Sub: Netajl Subhas Chandra Bose 


I am a nephew of Neteji Subhas Chandra Bose. My late father, Shri 
Sailesh Chandra Bose was Netaj i's younqer brother. 

I have been followinq in the newspaoers the controversy regarding the 
ashes lying in an urn at the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo, and the efforts 
being made by various factions to bring back these ashes to India as 
those of Netaj i Subhas Bose. 

I have also been following the news appearing in the media about 
suggestions being made by a distant nephew of mine, Mr. Ashish Ray 
(of CNN), that a Mitochondrial DNA Analysis be done on the ashes 
which will supposedly confirm or otherwise, that the remains are 
those of Netaj i . Mr. Ashish Ray has written to me to ask for my 
urqent support, as a close family member, to his proposal. I have 
made enquiries through my own sources regardinq the DNA tests and 
have been informed that at present there are no DNA tests possible 
on ‘'ashes 1 11 . Only if some bones are left in the urn, then there is a 
vague possibility of doing a DNA test. I have also been told that 
the high temperatures prevailing at the cremation of a body damages 
the bone structures so badly that even if some pieces were intact, 
they would not be of much use. Hence, in my own humble way I do 
not endorse this course of action. 

1 understand from news reports that my mother, Mrs. Bhakt i Bindu Bose 
who is in Calcutta at the moment, together with another aunt of mine 
and a few cousins, have written to you to say that the Government 
should now examine the various archives in Russia, the U.K., the 
U.S.A., etc., which have now been made public and thereby come to a 
conclusion on what exactly happened to Netaj i upon his d i sappea ranee 

in August 19^5. I feel this would be the best course of action to 
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conclude a mystery which has left a huge question mark in the minds of 
a vast majority of people in this country, and all these people have 
a right to know what exactly happened to a great patriot of India. 
Pending such investigation and its conclusion thereof, it would be 
unfair to these people to bring back the urn from Tokyo with great 
pomp and fanfare as I believe is being planned. 

The above is my considered opinion. 


Best regards, 



(Ardhendu S. Bose) 
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^ 10J Q^anoat &u/ia 
Former 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
Chairman 

Privilege Committee 
( Lok Sabha ) 



Respected Prime Minister* 


8/2, CLNTRAL PARK 
CALCUTTA-700 032 
Photic 72-1600 

12 December 1995 

SPtED POST 


Your wise decisicn to drop discussion of the Agenda on DNA test 
of the ashes in the Renkoji temple has been widely appreciated by the 
people- Otherwise* the serenity of Netaji's Birth Centenary would have 
been marred. Pronab Babu has also been saved from public anger- 

However# I hope you will consider it as our sacred task to finally 
settle the question of disappearance of Netaji without any further delay 
For this the following steps should be taken s 
i) Please write to the Govt, of Russia to permit the Asiatic 
Society Research Team to go through the documents in the KGB* Commintern 
President of Soviet Russia and other files preserved in their archives. 
Without the written request from the Govt, of India# the Asiatic Society 
research team is not beirej permitted to investigate papers kept into 
their archives* 

Asiatic Society research team has already got positive indications 
of existence of some vital documents in their archives about Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose's presence in Soviet Russia after fall of Japan on 
Aug 15# 1945. An article written by a Russian researcher - Vinogradov 
written in 1992 in the Moscows paper 'Echo Planety' has already been 
found which clearly stated that Subhas Chandra Bose was kept in deten- 
tion in the Russian city of OMSK after fall of Japan. 

People of India expect you should take personal initiative in 
writing to the Govt, of Russia to permit the team of the Asiatic 
Society to conduct their research work on Netaji. 

iiJ The Govt, of U»K. # U-S-A. and Taiwan should be requested to 
publish the reports of their inquiries made to ascertain if Subhas chayi 
Bose really died on Aug 18# 194 5 in a plane crash at Taihoku (Taipei) 


u 




or te managed to escape again under the cover of a cooked-up plane 
crash news. Four separate inquiries were made by the war-time Global 
Counter Intelligence Agency (CSDIC) of U. K# Lord Mountbatten as' the 
Adriral of the S-E- Asian Alied forces# Genl. Mac Arthur of the US 
Pacific Army and the Mayor of Taipei. under the Govt- of Chiang Kai 




8/2, CENTRAL. PARK 
CALCUTTA-700 032 


MEMBER OV PARLIAMENT 
Chairman 

Privilege Committee 
< hok Sabha ) 


Phone 72-1600 


Shekh. Taiwan Govt, agreed to submit the report of their inquiry to 
the Khosla Commission. But Justice Khosla refused to accept it. 

iii) According to a 'Secret File No. F23(156) /51-PM' - a personal 
file on Netaji was maintained by Pandit Nehru. After his death this 
file was maintained by Md. Yunus- Khosla Commission was informed that 
nearly 40 papers (report*) of this File have been 'Either Destroyed or 
Missing'. This file should be searched and 'Missing and Destroyed' 
papers should be traced to find out the contents of these missing 
papers. 

If you consider it desirable# I can meet you to explain in 
details about the issues relating to 'disappearance of Netaji'. 

I know you will have to face some political constraints in finding 
out all about Netaji 's disappearance- But if you dare it# our history 
will hail you as the seeker of truth about what really happened to 
Netaji# the Maha Kshatriya of the struggle for emancipation of our 
mot herland- 

With regards and namaskar# 

Shri P. V-Narasimha Rao Yours sincerely# 

Prime Minister of India 

South Bloc j - . 

New Delhi 


( SAMAR GUHA ) 


12 12 95 20:17 FAX 91 33 2440760 


ME-CALCLTTA 


“JN1TY FAITH SACRIFICE 

I. N. A. ASSOCIATION 

West Bengal 

TT73 /&, CHOWRINCI tt E ' ROAD, CALCU TT A-700 Q T 3, PHONE. 25M331 
C R«gd. No. S/521 7 of 1962-63 ) 

49/w Pi.'ACB.,, CflLC 'UT't i\-ncve\<i 

Ref. No Date IS 

11.12.1995 


Prime Minister of India 

NEW DELHI 


Respected Sir, 

We the members of the I.N.A Association, West Bengal 
are deeply concerned at the attempt to bring the 
so called ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose by 
the Government of India and which is supported by 
some senior I.N.A. Officers. According to our 
scrutinising inquiry we found that the ashes kept 
in the Renkozi Temple was that of a Japanese, Ichiro 
Okura who according to the Taihoku Municipal Report 
died of heart attack on 19th August 1945 and cremated 
on 22nd August 1945. Domei News Agency reported 
on 23rd August 1945. If any attempt is made to 
bring the ashes from Japan will amount to act of 
worst sacrilage and will vitiate the sacred purpose 
of celebrating Birth Centenary of Netaji. We urge 
our Government to request the Government of Russia 
to allow the Asiatic Society team of Calcutta to 
conduct the research work on the files of the K.G.B. 
and Comminterns pertaining Netaji' s disappearance. 
We also urge our Government to appoint a Commission 
of research scholars and learned people to find 
the truth of Netaji' s disappearance and place the 
truth before the people. Letter follows. 



Calcutta . 




Association 


M c GC. ? ov tlAa. 

Cc\L> • i v 1 !' 
f ' V V- . £ ( ■■>•,- 


C'P'I U' X. 


I — C- ODv) ■ 

f£.r* *J" 





Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 


Note for the Cabinet 


Subject : Proposal to bring back the mortal remains of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose f^om Japan to 
India . 


The mortal remains of Netaji are now kept in the Bose 
Academy in Tokyo, In view of the widespread sentiments that 
Netaji 3 s birth centenary in 1997 should be befittingly 
commemorated, the proposal to bring back the ashes with due 
respect and honour, needs to be pursued and a decision is 
required to be taken well in advance as to what is to be 
done with these mortal remains.. 

BACKGROUND NOTE ON VARIOUS REPORTS ...ANQ OPPOSITION TO 

CONCLUSIONS DRAWN 

1. Hetaji’s death is an issue surcharged with 
emotions. The issue of whether he actually died in the 
plane crash of August IS, 1945, at Taihoku* has been 
questioned by some individuals and organizations. 

(a) Shah Nawaz Committee Report: In response to a 
public demand, the Government of India appointed a 3-member 
committee on April 5, 1956, "to inquire into and report to 
the Government of India on the circumstances concerning the 
departure of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from Bangkok about 
the 16th August, 1945, his alleged death as a result of an 
aircraft accident, and subsequent developments therewith". 
The Commit teee, by a majority of 2:1, came to the conclusion 
that Netaji died in the air crash at Taihoku (Taiwan) on 
August 18, 1945. While S/Shri Shah Nawaz Khan and S.N. 
Mai tra, signed the report, Shri Suresh Chander Bose 
disagreed with this conclusion and submitted a dissenting 

report. Although the .report of the Committee was 

considerably devalued by this dissent, the majority report 
was accepted by the Government. 

(b) Khosia Commission of Inquiry: In view of 
widespread feeling amongst the public that the problem of 
finding the truth about Netaji 5 s death still remains, and 
there has been a persistent demand for a further inquiry 
into the matter , the Central Government instituted on July 
1 1 , 1 970 5 one-man Commission of Inquiry into disappearance 
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. Shri G.D. Khosia, retired 
Chief Justice of Punjab High Court , was appointed as sole 
member. The Commission visited Japan, Burma, Thailand, 


-V 



2 - 


Singapore, Malaysia , South Vietnam and Taiwan and examined 
224 witnesses (including 100 examined abroad), A large 
number of files and documents produced before the 
Commission, were examined. The Commission arrived at the 
same conclusion that Netaji died in tne air crash at Taihoku 
on August IB, 1945. The Cabinet considered this report and 
accepted the findings. The report of the Commission, along 
with the memorandum of action taken thereon, was laid on the 
Table of both the Houses of Parliament on September 3, 1974. 


c) Extract of a letter dated 19th June, 1966 written 
by Shah Nawaz Khan* M * P to the then Foreign 
Secretary Shri S. Dutt about Col. F iggess * s report 

During the course of his evidence before the Shah Nawaz 
Committee in Tokyo, one Col. J.G, Figgess is reported to 
have stated in September 1945 that he had received orders in 
September 1945 from either the Headquarters of Supreme 
Allied Commander S.E* Asia Command, Kandy or the Director of 
Military Intelligence India, asking him to carry out 
enquiries in Tokyo and Formosa to ascertain the truth about 
the story of the death of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 
These enquiries were carried out by him and Col- Figgess was 
positive that a copy of this report would be available with 
the British Government. He has also sent a copy of his 
report to the then Government of Xndia(either the Director 
of Military Intelligence, GHQ India or the Director of 
Intelligence Branch, New Delhi. 

High Commissioner *s reference dated 27th February , 1978 
to Lord Mountbatten after the publication of the classified 
document called "The Transfer of Powers 1942-47 1 ' . Lord 
Mountbatten stated the following * ? My archives have been 
searched and there is no official record of his death and I 
know that this doubt was shared by WavelX himself but in a 
book, "The End of the War in Asia" by Louis Allen, who served 
as a Japanese language of f icer in India and Burma during and 
at the end of the war, he described in detail the air crash 
on the 18th August 1945 in which Chandra Bose died. 

In this book he also states that in 1956 a mission was 
sent to Japan to enquire into the crash and although Suresh 
Bose still stuck to the belief that his brother was alive in 
the Soviet Union, other members of the mission were 
convinced by the evidence of the 67 witnesses who were 
called, that he had died in the crash- The fact that he has 
never surfaced any where to my knowledge makes it appear 
more than ever clear he was in fact killed in the crash. 
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The letter you Quote f rom Vol.VI of The Transfer of 
Power’* is dated the 23rd August but it is reply to a letter 
written on the 11th August by Sir Evan Jenkins, that is, 
seven days before Chandra Bose 5 s death. 

H . V „ Hodscn, author of “The Great Divide ‘* , appears to 
accept without question the death of Chandra Bose, and he 
had access to the papers in my archives when preparing to 
write his book. 

d) Shri Samar Guha moved a Motion in Lok Sabha on 
August 3, 1977, urging the Government to set up a 3~man 
commission for conducting a fresh inquiry into the mystery 
of the disappearance of Netaji. The motion was discussed at 
length in 1977 and also in 1978. On the 28th August, 1978 
the Prime Minister intervening in the debate observed: 

"There have been two enquiries into the report of the 
death o f Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in the air- crash on 
18th August, 1945 at Taihoku airfield during his air-* 
journey to Manchuria, one by a Committee presided over 
by Maj. General Shah Nawaz Khan and the second by a one- 
man Commission of Inquiry headed by Shri 6.D. Khosla, 
retired Judge of the Punjab High Court, The majority 
report of the first Committee and Shri Khosla held the 
report of the death as true. Since then, reasonable 
doubts have been cast on the correctness of the 
conclusions reached in the two reports and various 
important contradictions in the testimony of witnesses 
have been noticed* Some further contemporary official 
documentary records have slso become available. In the 
light of those doubts and cont radio t icns and those 
records Government find it difficult to accept that the 
earlier conclusions are decisive. At the same time 
Government feels that no useful purpose would be servec 
by having any further inquiry. I hope that in the 
light of this statement my Hon. friend will withdraw 
his motion'*. 

Thereafter Prof. Guha withdrew his motion. While doing 
so he declared in the House: 

"Today, I cannot express my gratitude to the Prime 
Minister because today ends a crusade that in my humble 
way I was trying to conduct on behalf of the people of 
India at least to see that officially and legally 
Netaji is not declared dead*. 


The question of authenticity of the ashes kept in the 

Renkoji Temple in Japan as those of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose, remained inconclusive. As indicated by the then Prime 
Minister in the House the Government did not contemplate any 
fresh enquiry into the matter. It was, however, found that 
the point raised by Shri Cuba in the speech in the House had 
been fully examined in the Horne Ministry in the context of 
the Khosla Commission findings and no fresh grounds 
requiring further investigations by a new commission had 
been advanced by him. The matter was, therefore, placed 
before the CCPA with the following proposal ; 

“The issue of Netaji death and bringing of ashes to 
India is surcharged with emotion- We have already had two 
enquiries on the disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose. It has already been accepted that Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose died in the air era? h on 18th August, 1945 at 
Tai hoku . The Ministry of Home Affairs are, therefore, of 
the view that no useful purpose would be served by holding 
yet another enquiry or/by bringing the ashes back to India 
at present as this might create unnecessary tensions/* 

The CCPA approved the proposal pn_27 1 h February* 1991 
and the matter was laid at rest, 

(d) Report of the Japanese Foreign Office: In a note 

verbale • issued by the Japanese Ministry cf Foreign Affairs 
to the Embassy of India in Japan, dated January 31, 1956, 

the Foreign Office forwarded a report prepared by their 
Ministry an the cause of death and other matters related to 
late Subhash Chandra Bose, The investigation report 
incorporated the fact that Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose died 
on August 18, 1945 at 7 PM. The report, inter alia, 
included sequence of events leading to the sad demise of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, along with rough sketch map of 
the airport, aircraft, and the Taipei Army Hospital , This 
report wes taken into account by both Shah Nawat., Commit tee 
and Khosla Commissi on of I nqu i ry . 

UNION CABINET DECISION OF FEBRUARY 8, 1995 

2- The Union Cabinet had considered on February 8, 1995, 

£he question of bringing the mortal remains of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to India. While deferring 
a final decision, the Cabinet directed that the 
dependabili ty of the arrangements in Japan should be 
properly examined and that a contingency plan for the proper 
upkeep of the mortal remains should be drawn up, and that 
our Ambassador in Tokyo be specif icially requested to look 
into these aspects. 




PRESENT ARRANGEMENTS 

3. The ashes are currently kept in an urn on the right 
side of the main altar in the Renkoji Temple in the 
outskirts (but within the city) of Tokyo* Like all shrines 
in Japan, there is no security except what is ensured by the 
reverence and respect shown by the Japanese towards 
religious places. The shrine is not exclusively devoted to 
the ashes of Netaji, and is visited by worshippers who do 
not necessarily go there to pay respect to the ashes 
Strengthening of security is not likely to be received 
kindly* as this is a place of worship open to all* 
Furthermore, any suggestion from us could well revive the 
occasional suggestions from the Japanese that we should take 
the ashes to India* 

4. The, shrine is looked after by Rev. Yasufumi Mochizuki, 
whose father was the priest of the shrine earlier and had 
personally brought the ashes from Taipei about 50 years ago. 
Amongst the list of members of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
Academy, he is the youngest and is 55 years old. Rev. 
Mochizuki appears to be quite happy to carry on the work of 
looking after the ashes and has told our Embassy that he has 
no intention of doing anything without the full consultation 
and approval of Japanese and Indian Governments . We donate 
Yen 600,000 annually, for the upkeep. It was felt that the 
contribution could perhaps be increased to Yen 1 million. 
As per PM ? s directive dated 30th November, 1995, MEA is 
processing the proposal to increase Government of India's 
annual contribution to the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo from Yen 
600,000/- to Yen One million. 

PRESSURE FOR REMOVAL OF ASHES TO INDIA 

5. Our Ambassador's impression is that such pressure as 
there is, comes chiefly from the associates of Netaji who 
are growing older and who feel a personal sense of 
responsibil i ty for the ashes. They feel that after them, 
the re might be nobody to pay proper respect to the memory of 
Netaji, Even within the group, the main pressure is from 
older members, especially Mr. Hayashi , Secretary of the Bose 
Academy. He is in poor health. At the memorial service on 
August 19, 1994 , Mr. Hayshi had said that that would be the 
last memorial service "in keeping with Buddhis t tradition 
and practice". While it is not clear that there is any rule 
for discontinuance of the memorial service after 50 years, 
the younger members appear to be quite willing to carry on 
the memorial service although they would all be happy to :se 
Netaji * s ashes repatriated to India with due honour and 
ceremony . 

6. Ambassador * s remarks on the "present arrangements" and 
"pressure for removal of ashes to India" were conveyed to 
the Home Secretary by Foreign Secretary in June, 1995. 



VIEWS.. OF . JAPAN ESE FOR E.I6N OF PICE 

7 „ (a) The Japanese Foreign Office has asked us whether, 

in view of the forthcoming 50th anniversar y of Netaji *s 
death and the forthcoming centenary of his bi rth( January 23, 
1997), we propose to take the ashes back to India. This has 
been more in the nature of an inquiry than a suggestion. It 
is unlikely that the Foreign Office would do anything 
without consulting us and seeking our concurrence, 

EAM'S talks with Japanese Foreing Minister Kona 

(b) During EAM's visit to Japan, Foreign Minister 
Yoheio Kono referred to the visit of EAM to Renkcji temple 
on 3 September, 1995 and said that there were many Japanese 
who respected Netaji Bose. The background to the issue of 
Netaji’s ashes was better understood when one notes that the 
people taking care of the ashes are getting old. But the 
issue remains unresolved. FMYK sought EAM*s candid 

assessment. EAM replied that it was one of the issues which 
India is addressing. The centenary celebration of Netaji 
was falling next year. Some family members, specially one 
of Netaji’s nephews, had raised strong objection to the 
taking of ashes to India, He belongs to a political party 
which does not believe that Netaji died on that particular 
occasion . The Government’s earlier decision to award the 
Bharat Ratna to Netaji posthmously was challenged in the 
court on the ground that his death had not been clearly 
established. At the same time, however, there was an 
important section including XNA veterans, which feels 
strongly that the ashes should be kept in a monument in 
India dedicated to Netaji. We are already talking to them. 
This month we are also continuing discussion with Netaji *s 
relatives to resolve the issue. India is grateful to the 
Japanese Government and people for protecting the ashes for 
so long with reverence. FMYK said that many people in Japan 

( have respect for Netaji and there was no inconvenience in 
keeping the ashes here. However, he personally felt that it 
would be better to return the ashes to his homeland and tc 
his family, EAM said that India would give weight to the 
views of his daughter who was in favour of faking the ashes 
to India. In any case, the issue was expected to be 
resolved soon. 

STAND OF THE RUSSIAN FOREIGN OFFICE 

ilo. In a note verbaie dated October 27, 1995, the Ministry 

LI of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, informea us 
it that as a result of investigations carried out at the 
l*Central Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service 
of Russia, and the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal 
of Documents of Modern History, no information whatsoever 
has come to light on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the 
territory of. the former USSR in 1945 and in subsequent 
years . 
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ME A 1 S SUGGESTIONS 

9. M£ A suggested that in view of the widespread sentiments 
Netaji’s birth centenary in 1997 should be befxttinglv 
commemorated, the ashes should be brought back to India with 
due respect and honour. This action would form part of the 
full public recognition of his role and contribution to 
India’s independence. In doing so, the following 

preparatory action was envisaged: 

i) Promotion of consensus in favour of burying the 
controversy and bringing back the ashes... public figures 
and others to be discreetly encouraged to make statements, 
including in Parliament, requesting the Government to bring 
back the ashes, or 

ii) Alternatively, es tablishmen t of a committee [q 
commemorate Netaji * s birth centenary with par ticipation of 
public figures of various political opinions who would give 
a call for bringing back the late leader’s ashes to India 

MHA .’.S STAND 

IQ. Based on the inputs received from MEA and IB, it was 
felt that if a decision is taken to bring the ashes back to 
India, creation of favourable public opinion will be a 
crucial step in the realisation of this objective. Some 
members of the Bose family, particularly Shri Amiya Hath 
Bose, Netaji *s nephew, and individuals like Prof Samar Gu ha 
and members of the Forward Bloc, are not reconciled to the 
fact that Netaji died in the air crash at Taihoku. It 
would, therefore, be necessary to take members of Netaji 
family into confidence in the first place by convincing them 
of the genuineness of the ashes. The question of an 

appropriate memorial involving the mortal remains shall also 
have to be addressed in due course. 

PROPOSAL OF ASH IS C . RAY OF CNN 

11. Ashis C. Ray of CNN, who is the grandson of Netaji’s 
elder brother, visited Japan about a year ago and had met 
officials at the Foreign Office. On September 5, 1995, Shri 
Ray proposed to the Prime Minister, in a fax message, to 
direct conducting of a DNA test which may provide conclusive 
and ihcon trovert ible scientific evidence as to whether the 
ashes at Renkoji Temple are Netaji or not. Further, he 
proposed that an interna tional team of experts, one of whom 
could be from our DNA Centre at Hyderabad, be “entrusted 
with the job with a set of observers from the Bose family, 
the Forward Block, and such like M . He stated that a blood 
sample could be taken from a relative and bone particles 
from the ashes or a tooth (which is likely to exist in the 
urn on the basis of a claim made by Netaji’ s ADC Col. 
Habibur Rahman), to carry out the tests 




Mr* Ashish Ray claimed that he learnt in November, 1995 
that Dr, Taneyoshi Yoshimi (The doctor who attended on 
Netaji Subhash Bose after the plane crash on August 18, 1945 
at Taihoku) was alive and with the help of a Japanese 
colleague interviewed him. In a published article in the 
Statesman on 12,12.95, Mr. Ashish Ray stated categorically 
that Netaji Subhash Bose died after being involved in a 
plane crash at Taihoku on August IS, 1945 and that Dr. 
Yoshimi confirmed to him having written the death 
certificate of Netaji Subhash Bose. 

VIEWS OF NE.TAJI ’S . DAUGHTER, 

12 * Ms * Anita Pfaff, Netaji *s daughter from his German 
wife, had visited Delhi for discussions with other members 
of the family and been in touch with the Japanese Ambassador 
in Delhi in February 1995. She had also written to some 
associates of Netaji, including Hayashi , EAM met her in 
Germany in October 1995. During discussion with EAM, she 
expressed her willingness to go along with the proposal of 
bringing back the ashes to India but did not approve of the 
DNA test. 

VIEWS OF OTHER IMPORTANT MEMBERS OF NETAJI *S FAMILY 

13- While Dr, Sisir Bose supports the idea of bringing back 
the ashes. Dr. Amiya Nath Bose, Netaji *s nephew remains the 
most vociferous skeptic of the air crash episode and 
opposes any proposal of bringing back the ashes. 


^<\x*3vo 

k r u* 

C ^ jj 


1 * l 


2 


Affairs 



© 



Ministry 


of External 
New Delhi 



Subject : Proposal to bring back the mortal remains of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from Japan to 
India. 


BACKGROUND NOTE ON VARIOUS REPORTS AND OPPOSITION TO 
CONCLUSIONS DRAWN 


* 

9 






1. Netaji ? s death is an issue surcharged with 
emotions. The issue of whether he actually died in the 
plane crash of August 18, 1945, at Taihoku, has been 
questioned by some individuals and organizations. 

(a) Shah Nawaz Committee R&port : In response to a 
public demand, the Government of India appointed a 3-member 
committee, on April 5, 1956, M to inquire into and report to 
the Government of India on the circumstances concerning the 
departure of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from Bangkok about 
the 16th August, 1945, his alleged death as a result of an 
aircraft accident, and subsequent developments therewith". 
The Committees, by a majority of 2:1, came to the conclusion 
that Netaji died in the air crash at Taihoku (Taiwan) or 
August 18, 1945. While S/Shri Shah Nawaz Khan and S.N. 
Mai t ra , signed the report, Shri Suresh Chander Bose 
disagreed with this conclusion and submitted a dissenting 
report. Although the_ report of the Committee was 
co ns id era b 1 y de y a 1 u e d by .this dissent., the majority report 
was accepted by the Government. 

(b) Khosla Commission of Inquiry: In view of 
widespread feeling amongst the public that the problem of 
finding the truth about Netaji ’s death still remains, and 
there has been a persistent demand for a further inquiry 
into the matter, the Central Government instituted on July 
11, 1970 , one-man Commission of Inquiry into disappearance 
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. Shri G.D. Khosla, retired 
Chief Justice of Punjab High Court, was appointed as sole 
member. The Commission visited Japan, Burma, Thailand* 
Singapore, Malaysia, South Vietnam and Taiwan and examined 
224 witnesses (including 100 examined abroad). A large 
number of files and documents produced before the 
Commission, were examined. The Commission arrived at the 
same conclusion that Netaji died in the air crash at Taihoku 
on August 18, 1945. The Cabinet considered this report and 
accepted the findings. The report of the Commission, along 
with the memorandum of action taken thereon, was laid on the 
Table of both the Houses of Parliament on September 3, 19^4 


c) Shrx Samar Guha moved a Motion in Lot Sabha on 
August 5 5 1977 * urging the Government to set up a 3-man 
commission for conducting a fresh inquiry into the mystery 
of the disappearance of Netaji, The motion was discussed at 
length in 1977 and also in 1978. On the 28th August, 1978 
the Prime Minister intervening in the debate observed: 

"There have been two enquiries into the report of the 
death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in the air-crash on 
18th August, 1943 at Taihoku airfield during his air- 
journey to Manchuria, one by a Committee presided over 
by Maj* General Shah Nawaz Khan and the second by a one- 
man Commission of Inquiry headed by Shri G , 0 . Khosla, 
retired Judge of the Punjab High Court, The majority 
report of the first Committee and Shrx Khosia held the 
report of the death as true. Since then, reasonable 
doubts have been cast on the correctness of the 
conclusions reached in the two repor ts and var ious 
important contradictions in the testimony of witnesses 
have been noticed. Some further contemporary official 
documentary records have also become available. In the 
light of those doubts and contradict ions and those 
records Government find it difficult to accept that the 
earlier conclusions are decisive. At the same time 
Government feels that no useful purpose would be set ved 
by having any further inquiry I hope that in the 
light of this statement my Hon friend will withdraw 
his motion". 

Thereafter Prof. Guha withdrew his motion- While doing 
so he declared in the House: 

“Today, I cannot express my gratitude to the Prime 
Minister because today ends a crusade that in my humble 
way I was trying to conduct on behalf of the people of 
India at least to see that officially and legally 
Netaji is not declared dead” . 

The question of authenticity of the ashes kept in the 
Renkoji Temple in Japan as those of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose remained inconclusive. As indicated by the then Prime 
Minister in the House the Government did not contemplate any 
fresh enquiry into the matter. It was ? however, found that 
the point raised by Shri Guha in the speech in the House had 
been fully examined in the Home Ministry in the context of 
the Khosia Commission- findings and no fresh gro unds 
requiring further investigations by a new commission had 
been advanced by him. The matter was, therefore, placed 
before the CCPA with the following proposal ; 

"The issue of Netaji ’$ death and bringing of ashes to 
India is surcharged with emotion. We have already had two 
enquiries on the disappearance of Netaji Subhash f hand r a 
Bose. It has alr&ady been accepted that Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose died in the air crash on i8th August, 1945 at 


\ 
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Taihoku. The Ministry of Home Affairs are, therefore, of 
the view that no useful purpose would be served by holding 
yet another enquiry or/by bringing the ashes back to India 
at present as this might create unnecessary tensions* ” 

The CCPA approved the proposal on 27th February, 1991 
and the. mat ter was laid at rest, 

(d) Report of the Japanese Foreign Office: In a note 

verbal© issued by the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
to the Embassy of India in Japan, dated January 31 , 1956, 

the Foreign Office forwarded a report prepared by their 
Ministry on the cause of death and other matters related to 
late Subhash Chandra Bose , The investigation report 
incorporated the fact that Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose died 
on August IB, 1945 at 7 PM, The report, inter alia, 
included sequence of events leading to the sad demise of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, along with rough sketch map of 
the airport, aircraft, and the Taipei Army Hospital, 
report was taken into account by both Shah Nawaz Committee 
and Khosla. Commission of Inquiry 

UNION CABINET DECISION OF FEBRUARY 8 S 1995 

2 The Union Cabinet had considered on February 8, 1995 s 

the question of bringing the mortal remains of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to India . * While deferring 
a final decision, the Cabinet directed that the 
dependabi I i ty of the arrangements in Japan should be 
properly examined and that a contingency plan for the proper 
upkeep of the mortal remains should be drawn up, and that 
our Ambassador in Tokyo be specif ic tally requested to look 
into these aspects* 

PRESENT ARRANGEMENTS 

3* The ashes are currently kept in an urn on the right 
side of the main altar in the Renkoji Temple in the 
outskirts (but within the city) of Tokyo. Like all shrines 
in Japan, there is no security except what is ensured by the 
reverence and respect shown by the Japanese towards 
religious places. The shrine is not exclusively devoted to 
the ashes of Netaji, and is visited by worshippers wno do 
not necessarily go there to pay respect to the ashes. 
Strengthen! ng of security is not likely to be received 
kindly, as this is a place of worship open to all 
Furthermore, any suggestion from us could well revive the 
occasional suggestions from the Japanese that we snoulo take 
the ashes to India. 
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4. The shrine is looked after by Rev. Yasufumi nocnizuki, 
whose father was the priest of the shrine earlier and had 
personally brought the ashes from Taipei about 50 years ago. 
Amongst the list of members of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 
Academy, he is the youngest and is 55 years old. Rev. 
Mochizuki appears to be quite happy to carry on the work of 
looking after the ashes and has told our Embassy that he has 
no intention of doing anything without the full consultation 
and approval of Japanese and Indian Governments. We donate 
Yen 600 5 000 annually, for the upkeep. It was felt that the 
contribution could perhaps be increased to Yen I million. 
As per PM 5 s directive dated 30th November, 1995, MEA is 
processing the proposal to increase Government of India's 
annual contribution to the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo from Yen 
600 * 000/ - to Yen One million 

PRESSURE FOR REMOVAL OF ASHES TO INDIA 

5. Our Ambassador's impression is that such pressure as 
there is, comes chiefly from the associates of Netaji who 
are growing older and who feel a personal sense of 
responsibi li ty for the ashes. They feel that after them, 
there might be nobody to pay proper respect to the memory of 
Netaji, Even within the group, the main pressure is from 
older members, especially Mr. Hayashi , Secretary of the Bose 
Academy He is in poor health. At the memorial service on 
August 19, 1 994 , Mr Hayshi had said that that would be the 
last memorial service "in keeping with Buddhist tradition 
and practice” . While it is not clear that there is any rule 
for discontinuance of the memorial service after 50 years, 
the younger members appear to be quite willing to carry on 
the memorial service although they would all be happy tc see 
Netaji 5 s ashes repatriated to India with due honour and 
ceremony . 

6. Ambassador's remarks on the “present arrangements*' and 
"pressure for removal of ashes to India" were conveyed to 
the Home Secretary by Foreign Secretary in June, 1995. 

VIEWS OF JAPANESE FOREIGN OFFICE 

7. (a) The Japanese Foreign Office has asked us whether, 
in view of the forthcoming 50th anniversary of Netaji’s 
death and the forthcoming centenary of his bi rth( January 25, 
1997), we propose to take the ashes back to India, This has 
been more in the nature of an inquiry than a suggestion. It 
is unlikely that the Foreign Office would do anything 
without consulting us and seeking our concurrence. 
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(b) During EAM ? s visit to Japan, Foreign Minister 
Yoheio Kono referred to the visit of EAM to Renkoji temple 
on 8 September, 1995 and said that there were many Japanese 
who respected Netaji Bose. The background to the issue of 
Netaji ashes was better understood when one notes that the 
people taking care of the ashes are getting old. But the 
issue remains unresolved, FMYK sought EAM's candid 
assessment, EAM replied that it was one of the issues which 
India is addressing. The centenary celebration of Netaji 
was falling next year. Some family members, specially one 
of Netaji’s nephews, had raised strong objection to the 
taking of ashes to India. He belongs to a political party 
which does not believe that Netaji died on that particular 
occasion. The Government^ earlier decision to award the 
Bharat Rat na to Netaji posthmously was challenged in the 
court on the ground that his death had not been clearly 
established. At the same time, however, there was an 
important section including INA veterans, which feels 
strongly that the ashes should be kept in a monument in 
India dedicated to Netaji. We are already talking to them. 
This month we are also continuing discussion with Netaji "s 
relatives to rsclve the issue, India Is grateful to the 
Japanese Government and people for protecting the ashes for 
so long with reverence. FMYK said that many people in Japan 
have respect for Netaji and there was no inconvenience in 
keeping the ashes here. However, he personally felt that it 
would be better to return the ashes to his homeland and to 
his family. EAM said that India would give weight to the 
views of his daughter who was in favour of taking the ashes 
to India. In any case, the issue was expected to be 
resolved soon. 

STAND OF THE RUSSIAN FOREIGN OFFICE 

8, In a note verbal© dated October 27, 1995 , the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation , informed us 
that as a result of investigations carried out at the 
Central Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service 
of Russia, and the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal 
of Documents of Modern History, no information whatsoever 
has. come to light on the stay., of Subhash Chandra Bose on the 
terrl.tQ.ry of the former USSR in 1945 and in subsequent 
years. 


MEA'S SUGGESTIONS 


9, HE A suggested that in view of the widespread sentiments 

Netaji’s birth centenary in 1997 should be hefittingly 
coir^emorated. the ashes should be brought back to India with 
due respect and honour. This action would form part of the 
full public recognition of his role and contribution to 
India's independence. In doing so, the following 

preparatory action was envisaged: 

i) Promotion of consensus in favour of burying the 
controversy and bringing back the ashes,., public figures 
and others to oe discreetly encouraged to make statements, 
including in Parliament, requesting the Government to bring 
back the ashes, or 

ii) A1 ter natively , establishment of a committee to 
commemorate Netaji’s birth centenary with participate on of 
public figures of various political opinions who would give 
a call for bringing back the late leader's ashes to India. 

MHA * S STAND 

10, Based on the inputs received from HEA and IB, it was 

felt that if a decision is taken to bring the ashes back to 
India, creation of favourable public opinion will be a 
crucial step in the realisation of this objective. Some 
members of the Bose family, particularly Shri Amiya Nath 
Bose, Netaji's nephew, and individuals like Prof Samar Guha 
and members of the Forward Bloc, are not reconciled to the 
fact that Netaji died in the air crash at Taihoku. It 
would, therefore, be necessary to take members of Netaji’s 
family into confidence in the first place by convincing them 
of the genuineness of the ashes. The question of an 

appropriate memorial involving the mortal remains shall also 
have to be addressed in due course. 

PROPOSAL OF A SR IS C RAY OF CNN 

Ii* Ashis C. Ray of CNN, who is the grandson of Net&ji’s 
elder brother, visited Japan about a year ago and had met 
officials at the Foreign Office. On September 5, 1995, Shri 
Ray proposed to the Prime Minister, xn a fax message, to 
direct conducting of a DNA test which may provide conclusive 
and i neon trove rtible scientific evidence as to whether the 
ashes at Renkoji Temple are Netaji or not. Further, he 
proposed that an i nternat ional team of experts, one of whom 
could be from our DNA Centre at Hyderabad, he "entrusted 
with the job with a set of observers from the Bose family, 
the Forward Block* and such like”. He stated that a blood 
sample could be taken from a relative and bone particles 
from the ashes or a tooth (which is likely to exist in the 
urn on the basis of a claim made by Netaji *s ADC Col . 
Habibur Rahman), to carry out the tests. 
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Mr. Ashish Ray claimed that he learnt in November, 1995 
that Or. Taneyoshi Yoshimi (The doctor who attended on 
Netaji Subhash Bose after tne plane crash on August 18, 1945 
at Taihoku) was alive and with the help of a Japanese 
colleague interviewed him. In a published article in the 
Statesman on 12.12.95, Mr. Ashish Ray stated categor ical ly 
that Netaji Subhash Bose died after being involved in a 
plane crash at Taihoku on August IS, 1945 and that Dr 
Yoshimi confirmed to him having written the death 
certificate of Netaji Subhash Bose. 

VIEWS OF NETAJI* S DAUGHTER 

12. Ms. Anita Pfaff, Netaji's daughter from nis German 
wife, had visited Delhi for discussions with other members 
of the family and been in touch with the Jaoanese Ambassador 
in Delhi in February 1995. She had also written to some 
associates of Netaji, including Hayashi. £AM met her „n 
Germany in October 1995. During discussion with EAM, she 
expressed her willingness to go along with the proposal of 
bringing back the ashes to India but did not approve of the 
DNA test. 

VIEWS OF OTHER IMPORTANT MEMBERS OF NETAJI' S FAMILY 

13. While Dr. Sisi r Bose supports the idea of bringing back 
the asnes. Dr. Amiya Nath Bose, Netaji’s nepnew remains the 
most vociferous skeptic of the air crash episode and 
opposes any proposal of bringing back the ashes. 
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BACKGROUND NOTE ON VARIOUS REPORTS AND OPPOSITION TO 
CONCLUSIONS DRAWN 


1. Netaji S s death is an issue surcharged with 
emotions. The issue of whether he actually died in the 
plane crash of August 18, 1945, at Taihoku, has been 
questioned by some individuals and organizations . 

(a) Shah Nawaz Committee Report; In response to a 
public demand, the Government of India appointed a 3-member 
committee on April 5, 1956, “to inquire into and report to 
the Government of India on the circumstances concerning the 
departure of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from Bangkok about 
the 16th August, 1945 3 his alleged death as a result of an 
aircraft accident, and subsequent developments therewith'*. 
The Commi tteee , by a majority of 2:1, came to the conclusion 
that Netaji died in the air crash at Taihoku (Taiwan) on 
August 18 , 1945. While S/Shri Shah Nawaz Khan and S . N . 
Maitra, signed the report, Shri Suresh Chander Bose 
disagreed with this conclusion and submitted a dissenting 
report. Although the ‘ report of the Committee was 
considerably devalued by this dissent, the majority report 
was accepted by the Government 

(b) Khosla Commission of Inquiry: In view of 
widespread feeling amongst the public that the problem of 
finding the truth about Netaji *s death still remains, and 
there has been a persistent demand for a further inquiry 
into the matter, the Central Government instituted on July 
II, 1970, one-man Commission of Inquiry into disappearance 
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. Shri G.D. Khosla, retired 
Chief Justice of Punjab High Court, was appointed as sole 
member. The Commission visited Japan, Burma, Thailand, 
Singapore, Malaysia, South Vietnam and Taiwan and examined 
22 4 witnesses (including lOO examined abroad ). A large 
number of files and documents produced before the 
Commission, were examined. The Commission arrived at the 
same conclusion that Netaji died in the air crash at TaihoKu 
on August 18, 1945. The Cabinet considered this report and 
accepted the findings. The report of the Commission, along 
with the memorandum of action taken thereon, was laid on the 
Table of both the Houses of Parliament on September 3 5 1974 




c) Shri Samar Guha moved a Motion in Lok Sabha on 
August 3, 1977, urging the Government to set up a 3~man 
commission for conducting a fresh inquiry into the mystery 
of the disappearance of Netaji, The motion was discussed at 
length in 1977 and also in 1978. On the 28th August, 1978 
the Prime Minister intervening in the debate observed: 

“There have been two enquiries into the rpport of the 
death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in the air-crash on 
18th August, 1945 at Taihoku airfield during his air- 
journey to Manchuria, one by a Committee presided over 
by Ma j , General Shah Nawaz Khan and the second by a one- 
man Commission of Inquiry headed by Shri G.D. Khosla , 
retired Judge of the Punjab High Court The majori . fcy 
report of the first Committee and Shri Khosla held the 
report of the death as true. Since then, reasonable 
doubts have been cast on the correctness of the 
conclusions reached in the two reports and various 
important coni radictions in the testimony of witnesses 
have been noticed. Some further contemporary official 
documentary records have also become available In the 
light of those doubts and contradictions and those 
records Government find it difficult to accept that the 
earlier conclusions are decisive. At the same time 
Government feels that no useful purpose, would be served 
by having any further inquiry. I hope that in the 
light of this statement my Hon. friend will withdraw 
his motion" * 

Thereafter Prof. Guha withdrew his motion, While doing 
so he declared in the House: 

"Today, I cannot express my gratitude to the Prime 
Minister because today ends a crusade that in my humble 
way I was trying to conduct on behalf of the people of 
India at least to see that officially and legally 
Netaji is not declared dead 1 . 

The question of authenticity of the ashes kept in the 
Renkoji Temple in Japan as those of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose remained inconclusive. As indicated by the then Prime 
Minister in the House the Government did not contemplate any 
fresh enquiry into the matter. It was, however, found that 
the poin t raised by Shri Guha in the speech in the House had 
been fully examined in the Home Ministry in the context of 
the Khosla Commission findings and no fresh grounds 
requiring further investigations by a new commission had 
been advanced by him. The matter was, therefore, placed 
before the CCPA with the following proposal : 

“The issue of Netaji death and bringing of ashes to 
India is surcharged jwitb emotion. We have already had two 
enquiries on the di sappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose. It has already been accepted that Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose died in the air crash on 18th August, 1945 at 
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Taihoku- The Ministry of Home Affairs are, therefore, of 
the view that no useful purpose would be served by holding 
yet another enpuiry or /by bringing the ashes back to India 
at present as this might create unnecessary tensions," 

The CORA approved the proposal on 27th February, 1991 
and the matter was laid at rest. 

(d) Report of the Japanese Foreign Office: In a note 

verbale issued by the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
to the Embassy of India in Japan, dated January 31, 1956 s 

the Foreign Office forwarded a report prepared by their 
Ministry on the cause of death and other matters related to 
late Subhash Chandra Bose. The investigation report 
incorporated the fact that Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose died 
on August IS, 1945 at 7 PM - The report, inter alia, 
included sequence of events leading to the sad demise of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, along with rough sketch map of 
the airport, aircraft, and the Taipei Army Hospital This 
report wes taken into account by both Shah Nawaz Committee 
and Khosla Commission of Inquiry. 

UNION CABINET DECISION OF FEBRUARY 8* 1995 

2. The Union Cabinet had considered or February 8, 1995, 

the question of bringing the mortal remains of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to India, While deferring 
a final decision, the Cabinet directed that the 
dependability of the arrangements in Japan should be 
properly examined and that a contingency plan for the proper 
upkeep of the mortal remains should be drawn up, and that 
our Ambassador in Tokyo be specif icial ly requested to look 
into these aspects. 

PRESENT ARRANGEMENTS 

3. The ashes are currently kept in an urn on the right- 
side of the main altar in the Renkoji Temple in the 
outskirts (but within the city) of Tokyo. Like all shrines 
in Japan, there is no security except what is ensured by the 
reverence and respect shown by the Japanese towards 
religious places. The shrine is not exclusively devoted to 
the ashes of Netaji, and is visited by worshippers who do 
not necessarily go there to pay respect to the ashes. 
Strengthening of security is not likely to be receivers 
kindly, as this is a place of worship open to all. 
Furthermore, any suggestion from us could well revive the 
occasional suggestions from the Japanese that we should take 
the ashes to India . 
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4. The shrine is looked after by Rev. Yasufumi Mochizuki* 
whose father was the priest of the shrine earlier and had 
personally brought the ashes from Taipei about 50 years ago. 
Amongst the list of members of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
Academy, he is the youngest and is 55 years old. Rev, 
Mochizuki appears to be quite happy to carry on the work of 
looking after the ashes and has told our Embassy that he has 
no intention of doing anything without the full consultation 
and approval of Japanese and Indian Governments. We donate 
Yen 600,000 annually, for the upkeep . It was felt that the 
contribution could perhaps be increased to Yen 1 million. 
As per Ph's directive dated 30th November, 1995 , HE A Is 
processing the proposal to increase Government of India's 
annual contribution to the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo from Yen 
600 * 000 /- to Yen One million. 

pressure: ...for,.. removal... or ashes to India 

5. Our Ambassador’s impression is that such pressure as 
there is, comes chiefly from the associates of Netaji who 
are growing older and who feel a personal sense of 
responsibility for the ashes. They feel that after them, 
there might be nobody to pay proper respect to the memory of 
Netaji, Even within the group, the main pressure is from 
older members, especially Hr. Hayashi, Secretary of the Bose 
Academy, He is in poor health. At the memorial service on 
August 19 , 1994, Mr, Hayshi had said that that would be the 
last memorial service “in keeping with Buddhist tradition 
and practice” . While it is not clear that there is any rule 
for discontinuance cf the memorial service after 50 years, 
the younger members appear to be quite willing to carry on 
the memorial service although they would all be happy to see 
Netaji * s ashes repatriated to India with due honour and 
ceremony . 

6. Ambassador 5 s remarks on the ” present arrangements" and 
“pressure for removal of ashes to India 1 * were conveyed to 
the Home Secretary by Foreign Secretary In June, 1995. 

VIEWS OF JAPANESE FOREIGN OFFICE 

7. (a) The Japanese Foreign Office has asked us whether, 
in view of the forthcoming 50th anniversary of Netaji * s 
death and the forthcoming centenary of his bi r thf January 23, 
1997), we propose to take the ashes back to India, This has 
been more in the nature of an inquiry than a suggestion. It 
is unlikely that the Foreign Office would do anything 
without consulting us and seeking our concurrence. 


(b) During EA M’s visit to Japan, Foreign Minister 
Yoneio Kono referred to the visit of HAM to Renkoji temple 
on 8 September * 1995 and said that there were many -Japanese, 
who respected Netaji Bose- The background to the issue of 
Netaji*s ashes was better understood when one notes that the 
people taking care of the ashes are getting old- But the 
issue remains unresolved- FMYK sought EAM * s candid 
assessment. EAM replied that it was one of the issues which 
India is addressing. The centenary celebration of Netaji 
was failing next year- Some family members, specially one 
of Netaji * s nephews, had raised strong objection to the 
taking of ashes to India. He belongs to a political party 
which does not believe that Neta ji died on that particular 
occasion. The Government * s earlier decision to award the 
Bharat Ratna to Netaji posthmously was challenged in the 
court on the ground that his death had not been clearly 
established- At the same time, however, there was an 
important section including JNA veterans , which feels 
strongly that the ashes should be kept in a monument in 
India dedicated to Netaji. We are already talking to them. 
This month we are also continuing discussion with Netaji * s 
relatives to rsolve the issue, India is grateful to the 
Japanese Government and people for protecting the ashes for 
so long with reverence. FMYK said that many people in Japan 
have respect for Netaji and there was no i nconvenience in 
keeping the ashes here. However, he personally felt that it 
would be better to return the ashes to his homeland and to 
his family. EAM said that India would give weight to the 
views of his daughter who was in favour of taking the aches 
to India. In any case, the issue was expected to be 
resolved soon. 

STAND OF THE RUSSIAN FOREIGN ICE 

8 , In a note verbala dated October 27, 1995, the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, informed us 
that as a result of investigations c&rriBd out at the 
Central Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service 
of Russia , and the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal 
of Documents of Modern History, pp information whatsoever 
has come to light on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the 
territory of the former USSR in 1945 and in subsequent 
years . 


ME A * S SUGGESTIONS 


9. MEA suggested that in view of the widespread sentiments 

Netaji's birth centenary in 1997 should be befittingly 
commemorated , the ashes should be brought back to India with 
due respect and honour. This action would form part of the 
full public recognition of his role and contribution to 
Indians independence . In doing so, the following 

preparatory action was envisaged; 

i) Promotion of consensus in favour of burying the 
controversy and bringing back the ashes. , public figures 
and others to be discreetly encouraged to make statements, 
including in Parliament, requesting the Government to bring 
back the ashes, or 

ii) Alternatively, establishment of a committee to 
commemorate Netaji*s birth centenary with par ticipation of 
public figures of various political opinions who would give 
a call for bringing back the late leader's ashes to India 

MHA’S STAND 

10. Based on the inputs received from MEA and IB, it was 

felt that if a decision Is taken to bring the ashes back to 
India, creation of favourable public opinion will be a 
crucial step in the realisation of this objective. Some 
members of the Bose family, particularly Shri Amiya Hath 
Bose, Neta ji *s nephew, and individuals like Prof Samar Guha 
and members of the Forward Bloc, are not reconciled to the 
fact that Neta ji died in the air crash at Taihoku It 
would, therefore, be necessary to take members of Netaji *s 
family into confidence in the first place by convincing them 
of the genuineness of the ashes. The question of an 

appropriate memorial involving the mortal remains shall also 
have to be addressed in due course. 

PROPOSAL, OF ASH IS C, RAY OF . CNN 

11. Ashis C. Ray of CNN , who is the grandson of Neta ji * s 
elder brother, visited Japan about a year ago and had met 
officials at the Foreign Office. On September 5, 1995, $hn 
Ray proposed to the Prime Minister, in a fax message, to 
direct conducting of a DNA test which may provide conclusive 
and i neon t rove rtible scientific evidence as to whether the 
ashes at. Renkoji Temple are Neta ji ’ s or not. Further, he 
proposed that an international team of experts, one of whom 
could be from our DNA Centre at Hyderabad, be "entrusted 
with the job with a set of observers from the Bose family, 
the Forward Block, and such like". He stated that a blood 
sample could be taken from a relative and bone particles 
from the ashes or a tooth (which is likely to exist in the 
urn on the basis of a claim made by Neta ji ADC Col.. 
Habibur Rahman), to carry out the tests. 


Mr. Ashxsh Ray claimed that he learnt in November, 1995 
that D r . Taneyoshi Yoshimi (The doctor who attended on 
Netaji -Subhash Bose after the plane crash on August IB, 1945 
at Taihoku) was alive and with the help of a Japanese 
colleague interviewed him. In a published article in the 
Statesman on 12.12-95, Hr. Ashish Ray stated categorically 
that Netaji Subhash Bose died after being involved in a 
plane crash at Taihoku on August 18, 1945 and that Dr, 
Yoshimi confirmed to him having written the death 
certificate of Netaji Subhash Bose, 

VIEWS OF NETAJI s S DAUGHTER 

12. Ms. Anita Pfaff, Netaji's daughter from his German 
wife, had visited Delhi for discussions with other members 
of the family and been in touch with the Japanese. Ambassador 
in Delhi in February 1995. She had also written to some 
associates of Netaji, including Hayasbi « EAM met her in 
Germany in October 1995. During discussion with EAH , she 
expressed her willingness to go along with the proposal of 
bringing back the ashes to India but did not approve of the 
DNA test- 

VIEWS .. OF .OTHER. IMPORTANT MEMBERS.. OF NETAII \.S FAMILY 

13, While Dr- Sisir Bose supports the idea of bringing back 
the ashes. Dr. Ami ya Nath Bose, Netaji *s nephew remains the 
most vociferous skeptic of the air crash episode and 
opposes any proposal of bringing back the ashes. 
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A suggestion has been received in this 
Office, including from some members of the family 
of the late Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, proposing 
that the ashes presumed to be Netaji * s , which 
presently lie in an urn at the Renkoji Temple, 
Tokyo should be subjected to mitochondrial DNA 
analysis to try to resolve the controversy 
surrounding them . 

2. We would be grateful for comments on this 
suggestion. 

vi^ 

(N.K* Sinha) 

Joint Secretary to PM 
19.12.95 


1 , Home Secretary 
v/2 . Foreign Secretary 
3. Secretary, Department of Biotechnology 


PMO 


U.O. No. \\-5 \^ r PcAfet|hated 19.12.95 



V-k.u ■ 






■Zi-V 




Rajat Saha 
Di rector(CNV) 



No _ 25/ 4/NGO ( Pt ) 


13th November, 1995 


Kindly refer to your letter No . TOK/ 102/2/92 dated 
24. 8. 95 forwarding herewith File No. 5(1 )NG0-I alongwith 
Part file No . 5( 1 )NG0- I (No . Amb/PS- I 1/ 56 ) . 

As instructed by FS a copy of your file and the folder 
has been retained by NGO Section. 

The original file alongwith the part file is returned 
herewi th. 

Kindly acknowledge receipt. 


Yours sincerely 



Shri N « Ravi 
Minister & DCM 
Embassy of India, 
Tokyo 
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N. Ravi 

Minister & Deputy Chief of Mission 



No.TOK/1 02/2/92 
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Embassy of India 
2-2-11 Kudan Minami 
Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo-102 
Telex: 2324886 (INDEMB) 

Phone: 103) 3262-2391 
Fax: (03) 3262-1273 


August 24, 1995 


Hi 


My dear 



Please find enclosed File No. 5(1 JNGO-I (Subject: Ashes of 
Shri Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose) in original and part file No. 5(1 )NGO-l 
(No.AMB/PS-ll/56). Since the press clippings are very large in numbers, 
they are being sent by bag leaving Tokyo on 27th August, 1995. 

Please acknowledge receipt of these two files. 

Yours sincerely, 

qL_ 

( N. Ravi ) ' " ‘ 


Shri Rajat Saha, 

Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 
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TOE SECRET 




From: 

To: 


Indembassy Tokyo 
Foreign New Delhi 



-sai e v 

CCB No. 12835 

VJ / 

Copy No. 



DTG AUG 241600 
DTR AUG 241400 
Year 1995 


CRASH 


No. 11. 



Shri RAJAT SAHA, DIRECTOR (CNV) from N. RAVI, Minister 
and DCM. 

Reference your telegram No. 5738 dated August 23, 1995 
As instructed by you, files regarding the ashes of Netaji 
^VSUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE have been sent by hand of Pilot of AI-30 
vide Bag No. 34-New Delhi(AIR) dated 24.8.95. The flight 
reaches Delhi around 1700 hours 1ST today (24.8.95) Thursday. 
Grateful arrange collection. 


FS: DIR/CNV. 
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From : Foreign New Delhi 
To : Indembassy Tokyo 
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CCB No;573£ 
Copy No. j&r 

DTG AUG 231645 
DTT AUG 231720 
YEAR 1995 


CRASH 


No. 5738. 


N. RAVI, DCM from DIR(CNV). 

Refour telecon of today regarding file on Netaji- 

# 

FS desires that the file be sent immediately repeat 
immediately by special bag. Intimate despatch details. 


FS : DIR^CNV. 
~7 
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FOREIGN Nl M DELHI 
. INDEttHASSY TOK v O 
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RE F OUR TEIECOH QF TODAY Kl UAROim* rllt ON NETAJI(. 
DESIRES THAT THE FILE BE SEN l IMMEDIATELY REPEAT IJWEDIfi' 
■SPECIAL BAG( I (n I imAl £ )t >R < DEtPH 
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Advocate 


I 


Room No 5. Bar Association 
High Court, Calcutta 
Phone 248-3190/3169 
Fa* (033)248-2313 
E-mail : barasohc@cal cmc net 

Sherista No ' C-8 
Judges* Court Compound 
(Beside 1st Munsit Court) 
Alipur, Calcutta-700 027 
Phone : 

Residence & Chamber 
PtJRNASASI. 33, Asoke Avenue 
(Off & Opposite Navanir) 
Calcutta-700 040, Ph 471-0592 
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